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THE GOVERNMENT AND CONSERVATION.

Our new State Government ~ or esséntial parts of it anyway - seems to be
conservation minded. Maybe the dawn is breaking. ' '

" Elected in May this year, before lst July the Minister responsible for
the annual renewal of the Protection of Wildflowers and Native Plants.had to
review the list and make his decision, The usual proclamation came out at
the beginning of July -~ it covered the same flowers and plants as last year,

and it protected them for THREE YEARS. . ~

' One evening recently a bushwalking barrister ‘told your editor that during
the past couple of months every State Forest and Timber Reserve in N.S.W, has
been declared a sanctuary, Did you see the announcement of the gazettal of
this added protection of native birds and animals? Probably most laymen
missed it, but the total area covergd, so our barrister friend said, is about
two million acres; and the Government seems to have taken this action without
any outside urging] We are sure 411 bushwalkers will join us in congratu-
lating the Ministers responsible, and the State on its new Govermment.

" These congratilations will be all the more heartfelt when it is
realised that the good work is continuings ~As we go to press there is a



Bi1l before Parliament for the stricter ceatrol of Trustees and the more
efficient working of Truste controlling Public Reserves., =

- en w em B wwa Aw o e Amm e we e

. FEDERATION . NOTES.

The main business of the September Council Meeting was the election of |
a new Hom,Secretary, and the Federation is to be congratulated :on having
persuaded Dorothy Song to accept the position, . This ‘means that at the end
of this month she will give up the secrétaryship of the Rucksack Club,which
she has held so capably for the past three years, but the Rucksackers have
always been "Federation-minded", so.we are sure they will join with the
8.BW, and all the other clubs in congratulating the Federation.

A succession of three Convenors of the Publicity Bureau (Horrie Salmon,
George Loder, and Jack Walker) have left bushwalking for the R,A.A.F, and the
Federation has not yet succeeded in filling this vacancy. Council is still
looking round for an enthusiast, so if you know anyone for the job; please
let your delegates know at once, LR S

The Hobart Walking Club's letter to the S.B.W, regarding "Fergie' was

- passed on to the Federation as its writers requested, Subsequently coples &
the letter and of the petition to the Tasmanian Minister for Lands were dis-
played by our good friend, Paddy, for about a fortnight, The petition was
then sent to the Hobart Walking Club bearing the signatures of various
Sydney walkers who have visited Lake StiClair and know "Fergie',

One of the ways in which the Federation's Information Bureau collects
its information was shown to a small group at Paddy's shop the other evening,
There were an S.B.W, a couple of Rucksackers, & Y.M.C.A, Rambler and Paddy
there —— most of them waiting to attend sub-committee meetings when gquorums
were completed - and the Trformation Officer (Paddy) asked, "Do any of you
happen to know if the Nepean igunch service is still running? I heard a
rumour it had been cut out.," : ’ ‘

: No one could supply.the information, but one Rucksacker suggested some
of the Y.M.C.A. Ramblers might know, The one of -them present said, "No, but
the Rover Ramblers had a trip up that way a fortnight agoj they might know,"
"Good, said Paddy, Withere's one of them due here any minute, we '11l ask him",
As soon ag the Rover Rambler arrived, the question was shot at him and he
replied, "Yes, the launch is still running - or was.a fortnight ago, anyway -
put Len, Tremaine 1s not there now, He has joined up and the 0ld Skipper

is back running the service for him," :

The "S, & R" (for new members, this is the Search & Rescue Section of
the Federation) has beén inactive for some time, but last month, when the
daily papers reported "six hikers'missing in the mountains!, the S. & R,
had_aboﬁt’thirty telephone calls in one- afternoon from members of the various
clubs inquiring, "Is there & .search on? - Fortunately, the answer was, YNoy
they were found this morning". S
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A wedding of interest te BushwWilkers was recently celebrated at Bradfield
when Miss Bthel Mawdsley became Mrs, Horrle Salmon, They are bothy of cdéurse,
members of the Trampers Club of N.S.Ws We wish them both every happiness,
"ahd know that, if enthusiasm and energy can attract it to them, happiness
won't be able: tc keep away from ‘Horrie and his brida,

Two other wll-known bushwalkers who have Jjust announced their engagement
are Agnes Miller and Bill Holesgrove, both of the Coast & Mountain Walkers,
but best known in the Federation as ex-Assistant Secretary Agnes Miller
and past-President Bill Holesgrove., We congratulate them both very heartily
and look forward to seeing their - happy faces as regularly as usual on
the track and at bushwalking functious,

CLUB GOSSIP

Spring is in the air! We have no fewer than three weddlngs to report
this month, At the end of August Dorothy- Langworthy became Mrs. Fred,
Syenson, and early in September Alice Collins became Mrs, Alan Wyborn,

A few days later Sheilagh Porter bécame Mrs, John Kaske,

We convey to all six of our Clubmites the good wishes of all their
friends in the S.B.W, ~ and we hope they will continue to find the bush far
surpasses any garden, We Wish them all - "Good camping!" -

Jean Ashdown, of the C.M.,W, and.S.B.W, (who used to be Jean Malcolm .
of the S.B.W.) has transferred to the Non-active List of our Club, but we
shall probably see her as well as many members of the various affiliated
clubs at the Federation's second Reunion Camp, Date - November lst and 2nds
place - junction of Fitzgerald Creek with the Nepean River, The Organising
Committee has asked the S.B.W. to be responsible for building the campfire
on-this-occasion, and at the Half-yearly meeting the Club appointed Bill
Henley to take charge of the job, So now you know it will be a good fire,

Recently Dorothy Lawry -and "Tuggie™ had a private worklng—bee at
"Morella-karong", mainly concerneéd with the sowing of more grass-seed, and
Dorothy wrote a detailed report of the day's activities, Hon, Secretary
Jean Moppett read this in full at the September meeting, and Peter Page after-
wards described it as "a blade to blade description", !'Owz-at?",

The air has now started to buzz with talk of "the concert™ particularly
in Grace Edgecombe's vicinity, Meantime, we hear some members gave quite an
acrobatic display at the "Back-to-childhood Party", which was a financial
as well as a social success,
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LIVING OFF THE COUNTRY.

Living off the country in the Blue Mountalns would be a well. nlgh
impossible task and yet a person lost or running. short of fopd- through
misadventure coukd eke out his scanty rations with bush foods, . :

Here are some suggestlons extracted frem Paddy's Book -
"Bushwalking and Camplng n ,

NETTIES : Similar‘in taste;te.sbineéh;iand eooked,thehsamemwéy.

COUCH ROOTS: Eat the thick white shoots raw or boiled.

BRACKEN Tips just curled above the ground are edible-boil,
TIPS: .

MUSHROOMS 3 Eat raw, boiled or fried,

~GRASS TREE: White ends of centre blades. Eat faw or boil,

FERN: Heart of tree fern is edlble - boil,.

CABBAGE PAIM: Centre core of unopened leaves~boil;

~FROGS : Legs only, Delicious if you can obercome prejudice(and boil,)
SNATILS: Boil gently., After all, you eat oysters - snails are their
o cousins, _ .

WHITE GRUBS: (FPound in rotten wood) edible and de11c1ous if pregudlce
: overcome.,

- - Not to mention the obvious -~ _such as -~ flSh, eels, rabblts, etc.
Snake makes good eating,

N.B. It goes without saying that grass—trees, ferns -and palms would not be
destroyed by walkers unless in case of dire. need.

Maybe readers would let the Editor have a few further suggestlons which
might one day be useful in an emergency, -

s e ¢eo0

INSERTED IN THE INTERESTS OF GOOD CAMPING BY:-
" PADDY PALLIN,
327 George Street, SYDNEY.

'Phone B,3101.
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GOURMANDISING ON THE DEUA, | |
o . .7 . . . . vy stoddy Junr, -

(ﬁxtracf from my DeﬁaﬁNotes ):

~Another lovely day was drawing to its close, and, each reflectlng on the
curiousness of the- Deua River, here wide-valleyed with green pastures, there
narrow and cooped within short canyons, we sought to explain it geologically to
each other. We came to one of these canyons at. about three—thirty, and for
a few moments the silence of the thick bush was shattered by voices calling;
the track had been lost, and the searchers had become scattered, Ve all
arrived almost simultaneously at various points along a steep cliff, and were
met by an unusual sight, It was astonishing to see the broad, flat land
;- - stretching away, below us to the gentle
hlllslopes bounding the apper valley.
If the river had baen running in the
'opp051te direction it would have se>med
more credible, but it flowed in lazy
serenity round wide, flat bends and,
finally sliding between deep banks,
crossed the valley from one side to the
~other at our feet,

Here we found the track. again'and
sped.light-heartedly down it in that.
last burst of energy which can always

- be summoned up when the campsite is

- within Coo-ee, Crossing the river by
convenient stepping-stones, we startled

 seven white geese into flight., It )
seemed an omen, and certainly it Was a

. sign that Rankin's Farmhouse, due to

o : S , appear any moment, would prove uninhabited,
#"Deep Conyon, © < ~ On the further bank we came upon the

ramshackle old house. Great " aged
walnut trees, with their d ellcate leaf patterns outlined agalnst the sky, cast
a pleasant, mellow shade beside 1t. : : J

"e dumped our packs
on the close cropped turf - A EN 7
before the house, which - .- . | 4 = g T _Werﬁ.{g'?,ﬁi
peeped curiously at us A e f e T - HE TN oo i Y
over a tangled garden, A ' _
half protected by some ==F huns e LT :  ~~‘_%.ji;fR~f- ek
¥
_— . A

battered wire netting. !
There were hollyhocks ]ﬁ”l
T \ e, -*"“”’I;éﬁk;

raising their surprised,
old-maidish faces over a -
B W ORI _h
slab- bu \ ba(t. r‘ooz:a”“*
il F<33ruknn. -

- L — e
(LSRN

1l
I

/) rp.,

tumbled confusion of
sweet peas, wild hops, .
nettles and hydrangeas,
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Beneath a tree golden with heavy branches. of. ripe olums we found three
grunting pigs - enormous ones ~ which fled in panic at our approach, but
presently returned to eat the over-ripe fruit we shook down as we gathered
refreshment, - -

Jack raised his now famlllar cry, "Don't come over here, ' These are no
good!" Instantly we rushed to his side, to discover ripe peaclies in abundance,
deliciously cool and liquid to our throats, . Another plum tree was found,;this
time a falrytale picture of symmetrical beauty, alight with clustered globes
of every sanguine shade, We revelled in a juicy, sticky-fingered orgy until
tea—~time, By then tea was out of the questlon,'so we set about maklng our
‘preparations’ for the night, : :

Jack decided. on the river bank in spite of the fact that the maJorlty
were ensconcing themselves beside the little, bark-roofed house, and, in an
_attempt to change -our minds for us, obtained some corn, and shouted, "Peeg!
Peeg!",ent1c1ng those gluttonous quadrupeds over amongst our tents.

‘We explored the old farmhouse and played some of the antiquated, cylin-
drical records on the gramophone., The amplifier was enormous, and counvolvu-
lous—-shaped, and had to be held on while the record was being played. These
were nearly all buckled by damp, and in some cases proved highly amusing as
they gave the impression of the vocalist being slightly inebriated.

‘Next day photographs were taken, and Rankin's has since become a photo-
graphic masterpiece, We watched a troop of splendid horses galloping about
the nearby paddock. ‘By the state of the house and adjacent cultivation we
decided Rankin's had been deserted for 'some time, Poor, lonely, untidy small
home, I would have liked to stop there till it was once more surrounded by a
gay, blossoming garden, blue smoke riting once more from its guaint, wide.
'chlmneys and happy- 1aughter soundlng within,

But, Alas! Ve were soon packed up and on our way again, leav1ng Rankln 5
on 1ts wide flat bend, dreamlng, no doubt, of its lively past.

"An inland sea of mountains, stretching far
In undulating billows, deeply blue,

With here and there a gleaming crest of rock,.
Surging in stillness, fading into space,
Seeming more liguid in the distance vague,
Transparent melting, till the last faint ridge
Blends with clear ether in the azure sky

In tender mauve unrealness; the dim line

Of mountain profile seeming but a streak

0f waving cloud om the horlzon's verge,"

ey J Le Gay Brereton.
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. LETTERS FROM THE IADS -~ No, 7.

”from Morris Stephenson.

Two 1nterest1ng letters have come to the Bushwalkers' Service Committee
from Morris Stephenson, Ve glve you some extracts and regret that shortage of
space makes it impossible to.give them to you in full here, He starts the
first one -- written on August, Sth:-

"I am afraid that I am somewhat abashed by the prepossess1ng name of your
committee, which is certainly new since the days of my regular attendance at
Hamilton $treet, Firstly I want to thank Dunk for her letter and the contacis
of the Reunion., It is grand to know that somewhere the whole existence is not
uprooted, and some of those pleasantnesses of life still exist. The receipt of
her letter out here was more than welcome and it is very pleasant to be so close
to old associations although so far from home. Must thank the committee also
for the publication "Iife", which reached me last week, Reading matter out
here is at a premium and although time is very limited all periodicals are
very welcome, Many thanks also for the canteen order, in this regard, however,
I would prefer that you did not send these to me but rather if you could send
reading matter, which, as I said above, iIs worth its weight in gold.

At the present time we are trainingin Syria, On first arriving in the East
from Australia we were sent to Gaza in Palestine for some hardening - Long days
with minimum of water and memories ‘of route marches through the sand are not
pleasant memories ~ however there were some bright moments,

Sunday'afternoons on Gaza Beach, with plenty of Australian sisters and
soldiers scattered about -~ Bondi of the Eastern world. Encountered Bob Savage
there on several occasions — still the same imperturbable Robert.

While at Gaza was fortumate in obtaining a week's leave in Cairo. You
probably know that the A,I.F, have chartered a river steamer from Thos.Cook &
Sons and turned it into a hostel for A.I.F. officers on leave, Don't believe
half the stories you hear about it..Believe them all, Let your imagination go --
2 houseboat on the Nile - Shades ofCleopatra -~ only with a modern touch, The
0.C. of the houseboat entertains bi-Weekly at cocktail partles and invites
numerous females {and for the most part of the gorgeous type) of various nation-
alities., Thank heaven my French teacBer at school had sufficient patience to
persevere with me —— somehow Greeks, Czechoslovaks, Ehyptians, English, Scottlsh
Spaniards, Irish and even the French scem to speak a kind of French - very hﬂndy,
believe me, However, a couple of days and nights in this atmosphere of a league
of nations is enough for me-and I managed to get an extension to my leave which
I spent with my sister and a couple of her friends at Ishmalia - Australian
glrls are Certalnly able to do more than hold their own out here .... conn

Hardly back from leave when I got sent to the war, Our battery was employed
in the coastal sector of the Syrian campaign, There is much of interest in the
north of Palestine and the south of Syrla.'.... The coast road in Syria, or to
be more precise Lebanon, runs for some miles along a cliff edge with the watér
hundreds of feet below, The road is very good and well paved except in a few
places where bombs have taken effect -~ care of ‘course is very necessary in
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these areas, Further north the road leads through Tyre and Sidon(now called
Saida), We spent a night at Saida and although I looked for the pillar of

salt, all I found was a deceased Froggy in the bottom of a well which we had
intended to use for drinking, We went into action a little north from here

and did a fair job., DMoved further north and were deployed again just south of
the Damour River. "hen we moved to this position we were unable to obtain
exact positions of the front lines and léarned later that our advanced post was .
out in no man's land,

The country around that district is extremely moumtainous and the hills run.
right down to the sea. Far from pleasant bushwalking country - nowhere was it
possible to find a ridge which ran for more than a kilometre or so and each
ridge was interspaced with a huge ravine - a quarryman's dream buf a bushwalker's
nightmare, There were, however, certain conpensations for operating in this
country; our headquarters we set up on a narrow beach at the foot -of the hills,
On the beach was a well, at one time used by the Lebanese, and we were able,
when things got quieter, to have a swim in the Mediterranean and a shower in
fresh water to follow it —- very acceptable in the middle of a battle,
believe me, ... -

After the battle of Damour we ,. moved forward into position north of the
town.. We bivouced in an olive. grove. Around the town of Damour in the various
waddies and in the river valléy are extensive banana plantations. Between the
banana plants grow pumpkins, tomatoes, onions, etc., amd pomegranates and
grapes form hedges, Vhen the truce was called the townsfolk, who had been
sheltering in caves in the hills, returned and showed their friendly attitude
to us by bringing us continually huge baskets laden with these various fruits.
Did our boys enjoy their respite there,.. o

We are now camped in a valley in the mountains., The valley has probably
been formed by some huge glacier — the bed is some 3,000 ft, up and it is
hemmed in on either side by mountains which rise a further 3,000 ft. It is
about 15 miles wide and 50 miles long - something like Burragorang on a much
grander scale, We are camped'%n a grove of poplars and during the day -the
temperature rises to about 106" but the nights —- thanks to Paddy I got my
sleeping-bag and a valise —— I nezd them, The mountain peaks which surround us
are snowcapped ond I understand that they remain in this condition permanently,

A few miles to the north of our camp is the town of Baalbeck — with its .
historical interests, It was formerly the Roman city of Heliopolis and the
Roman ruins are in an excellent state of preservation., Huge monuments to Roman
culture ~ the temples of Bacchus, the Sun and Jupiter. As we wander over the
hills (and some hills they are too) and set up our theodolites we get well off
the beaten track and have come across many interesting phenomena, Huge quarries
thousands of years old; caves which have at one time been the homes of cave—
dwellers and relics of ancient civilisations, stones lying scattered around in
groups ~ too indistinct to indicate to an observer like myself any knowledge
of their date or purpose ~ however they have obviously been there for thousands
of years and have at one time formed buildings., It is very interesting and to a
great extent repays the climb up the hills, They are not marked and one never
knows when one may tumble or such a sight. ..... : S



“9 -

The famous cedars of Lebanon are very conspicuous by thelir abseace these
days,and for the most part trees are Very séarce, The natives who live in the
district are agricultiral by: naturfe and are endeavouring to regrow the trees
which their predecessors have butchered, oo

Please-give my regards to my S.B.W. pals of the old days and from the
snaps sent over I motice quite a number of new faces - and also the amount of
photograph roomsgiven to the male fraternity is gquite a minor part -~ the club
must certainly be changing — must, hewever become an active member again when

I return to peaceful life, Regards to all and many thahks for your letter,etc.

"
ssoe o

-

nvisited Damascus last Thursday, It is a fine city and,apart from Coiro,
the best I have seen since leaving Australia, It is in fact a miniature
Cairo.,.One reached Damascus, or as the locals call it "Damas",most unexpected—
ly., A fullgrown river springs out of the barren mountainside,flows on top of
the ground for about ten miles and.then disappears as quickly as it appearcd,
Tt is in this oasis that Damas has been built, Of course canals and intricate
irrigation schemes adorn the area and it is.a very fertule spot.

The town of Damas consists chiefly of two parts. - European & Wog—-(Ed,note:~
In one of Bob Savage'!s letters he explained that "Wog" is an abbreviation for
"orthy Oriental Gentleman",the way a certain general described the inhabitants).
The Buropean area sports some delightful buildings 6 or 7 stories(memories of
Sydney),some good hotels and a picture theatre or two,a cabaret and a railway
station, some shope with plate-glass windows(great novelty in the Fast)amnd a
store of the Woolworth variety ~ huge for this country -~ it has about ten
shop assistants (quite good looking tod). ’

The Wog area is, of course, most interesting = especially the bazaar area.
Made acquaintance with the "Street that is called Straight" (memories of St.
Paul the Apostle), For the most part the native gqyarter -streets are extremely
narrow and twisty though quite clean, ee.s

Of interest also was a wisit I paid to a local village in the hills, at
the invitation of the Muktah(head man), He also invited his cousin who was a
captain in the Turkish army in the last war, This cousin is- the chief. of a
triWe of Jebel Drudes — the hill tribes who-live by raiding the dwellers of
the plains, This fellow has 1250 members in his family, none of whom work -
he did not fight in this war (he has his own private army) although the French
asked him to join them., His family are born rulers and consider it beneath
their dignity to work, : :

Had a very entertaining eveningesees He invited me to spend a week or so
in his castle in the hills, but I had visions of being lured up there and
having an ear chopped off or something to be sent to my regiment for ransom;
g0 pleaded the excuse of being busy. Altogether the atmosphere was most

cordial and if he was not sincere he should go to Hollywood, he'd made his
fortune, ssvesed" et o o
Morrie'!s address is:~ NX20330 M.M.Stephenson (Liesut,) .
| C ' . Sound Ranging Bty., 2/1 Aust,Survey Regt.,.
o ' Middle East Force, - A.I.F. Abroad,
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BEWARE}

by Marie B, Byles,

The cult of super—ultra—vegetarlanlsm is 1ncrea51ng alarmingly in the
Club, On one recent official trip ten out' of the twelve present lived ex-
clusively on raw vegetables, nuts and cold water, The author felt pos~
itively gluttonous as she warmed a cup of watery milk flavoured with coffee
and beiled a single turnip for dinner at night, The twelfth member of the
party evidently felt worse than gluttonous, for he slunk off alone to
consume his cold meat in solitary confinement,

Oh' there are some who seek to save
Your precious soul from Hell,

.And some to wean you from the Drlnk
You always loved so well,

But oh} the very, very worst
Of all evangelists,

Are not the Douglas- Creditites,
Nor yet the Communists,

But interfering, smiling folk,

Who good meat snatch away,

And turn you out %o browze on nuts,_
And cabbages and Hay.

| EIGHT HOUR WEEK—END

marks the beginning of the Photographlc summer season, You will
need films - black and white, or colour ~ before the hollday, and

a dependable developing, printing, and enlarging service for the =
pictures you are going to take in the bush, Both (as you all

know) are to be found at : -

GOODMAN  BROS, _PHOTO SUPPLIES

20 Hunter Strééf,S‘ City
(opposite Wyny:rd Entrance)

Open Friday ' Night

Don't forget to héve a look at_our album of blue toned pibtures. You
will like them, and get some of your snaps done in blue, :
Tt's nice and well worth while,

P 4t Py i B s et S, S B
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WIFF VISITS THE. PALM ISIANDS
’ | By Wiff Knight.

~» - T made -up my.mind to try and find somewhere fresh this winter. I could
only get to Townsville by boat so on board .I started to make enquiries, pumping
everyone I spoke to until I ran up against a launch proprietor of Townsville,
He was after business and started to tell me everything I wanted to know, He
got out his chart of all the Islands around Townsville and explained them all
to me., I asked about Dunk Island and he recommended Orpheus Island in the
Palm Group. He told me I could camp there for nothing with plenty of oysters
and fish for the taking., A& Mr, Musgrave had a lease of the Island and would
be pleased to have our company. The launch proprietor gquoted £8 to take me
there from Townsville and said I might get back a bit cheaper another way by
launch to Iucinda Point then by car to Ingham and by rail back to Townsville.
I thought £8 a lot of money for half a day's trip so I decided to try and find
out the cheaper way.

Arriving st Townsville at 7,15 a.m, and the train leaving at 8 a.m, we
had to get a move on as the train is over a mile away from the boat. Only
three taxis there! I was. deterimined to get one with my heavy luggage, so as’
soon as the plank was down I sent the wife &ff to get one, It cost me 10/-
for that ride, only one mile! We had time to have a cup of tea before we left
for Ingham; where we.got into another taxi and told him where we wanted to
go and left him to find the route, He took us to the town and got on the
Phone to Balifax and told us he would take us there, Well, I have been told
to go to Halifax before, but never thought I would ever go there}l The trip
out was good, through canefields and along river banks all the -way until we
got to Halifax, a small town about sixteen miles from Ingham, The driver made
more inquiries and told us we would have to go to Lucinda Point a further
seven miles. Ve went through mangrove swamps, The road had been mdde high and
the taxi driver told us that a crocodile was killed on the road and there were
plenty in the mangroves, The mangroves grow twenty to thirty feet straight
and they use them for rafters and joists for building their houses, ‘

We had to do a lot of enquiring —.calling at three houses - to find ‘out
where Mr.David, the launch owner, was and arranged that he would call and see
us at the hotel when he got the sugar boat away at L p,m, We seem=2d to-cause
a stir as the landlady told us they never get visitors there, omly canecutters,
We had lunchs and went for a walk along the beach to wait for Mr,David, He
came on time and said he would take us over straight away., I said,'Tomorrow,
as we have no.supplies", He said be could not do that as he was getting
married on the next day. . I said I would not spoil his wedding, and he told me
to go to the store and get what I eould, and we left for Orpheus at 5 p.m.

To get there had cost me £1 for the train fare, 35/~ for the taxi and £2 for
the launch trip. , . e '

We went around the southern eﬁd of Hinchinbrook Island, a very big
island about twenty miles long, with mountains rising to 3,000 ft, — suit Marile
and Dot — they look very steep and rough to c¢limb, :
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After a calm itrip ovsr in twe héurs, Mr, David flashed his searchlight
on and tooted his horn, and Qutlpame_y;,Musgrgté,.hiﬁ.styearaold_brot?er,
his ?3-year—old sister and his young daughter Betty. As it was high tide we
were able to go right in to the beach and, after a short row in a flattie,
we were there, to be received by these lovely people, who gaderus'welcome and
did all they could to make us happy, We were introduced, takem into tea and
given a good bed for the night, Fancy making campers welcomé in & guest house
like thatt : o : : S .

This Musgrave family has a very interesting history, The father ran
away to sea when a lad; he missed his ship and it was wrecked, Then it was re-
ported that a T.Musgrave was drowned in another wreck and his parents went
into mourning for him., It was not he, and after many. years he saved up enough
money and was going home when he was wrecked and lost all his savings, After
twenty years he got home ~ with a wife and child — and that was the first news
his parents had had of him being alive., He was then a captain, - He was:..sent
from Sydney to the Auckland Islands in the ship "Grafton" in 1864 for seals
and was wrecked and spent nineteen months on that cold island with his mate
and two seamen. They lived on seals meat and a herb that grew on the island,
and kept well. Then they made their small boat a bit bigger and the captain
and mate set out to reach some inhabited place. They had to keep bailing out
to keep their frail craft afloat in storms for six days, then they made
Stewart Island, There they got a ship and went and rescued their two men,

The old gent on Orpheus Island is the captair's eldest son, He was one of the
ploneers of Gippsland,Victoria,and Dawson Valley,Queensland, We had some very
interesting yarns, . . _ ' :

¥hat the Musgraves had was ours, and we were told to take what we wanted and
not to ask for it, We couldn't do that, so always asked, His flattie and
lines were available to me when I wanted to go fishing,even hooks.and sinkers,
All he wanted was our Company. But I wouldn't be satisfied with that, I
hope anyone who goes there won't forget them when they leave, .

Mr.Musgrave cast his net and gave us the fish and.wouldn't let us do
anything to help them, He took me -goat hunting, There are about 'a thousand
goats on the island and he shoots a couple a week for food, They are fairly
tame and he can get gquite close to them, and when one is being skinned the
others stand about fifty Yards away and watch what is going on, He leaves
the skin, head and inside there for the hawks to eat, and only shoots the
young billys and leaves the nannies to breed, They are good eating, but mot
much on them, '

Mr, Musgrave is the Ranger for the Palm Islands and doesn't allow birds
to be disturbed.. There are no wild animals thére that I .know of, :

The wife and I roamed a good bit of the Island, which is 9 miles long
and about half a mile wide, It has plenty of beaches, but very hard going to
get to them as the speargrass is about 4 ft, high with boulders on top of
the ground which you can't see through the grass., The only way to walk there
in comfort is in'a pair of shoes only., Glothes get full of grass-seed and it
sticks into you until you take your clothes off, . ‘ S
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Oysters are there by the acre and as big as you fancy: them. Te had some
goed feeds of them., The first time we went out fishing we had all our hooks
bitten off but landed six nice fish, Next night we had steel wire, but there
were not so many fish about, but we got seven, Then I tried eut deep en the
coral and got six good fish = four "Goverament Bream", a red fish with a broaws
arrow marklng on it, which is very goed- eatlng, weight half to 2 lbs,

The weather is cooler than Ca:.rnq and I had left my sleeping—bag at
Brisbane, but brought a rug instead, then left-that at the pub at Lucindal That
did not matter, though, as we were amongst such good people, who lent me a
blanket

The airmail liners passed over us twice a day but we had no communication
with the mainland as Mr,Musgrave has lost two launches in cyclones and now
depends on Mr,David to bring his supplies over when he has someone to bring over,
We had no call for two weeks and our tucker was very low when I sighted Mr,David
coming over., He brought us 1 1lb, of tomatoes and 1 dozen apples, 2 loaves of
bread and some tinned fruit and cream, and we had to manage for another week,
but Mr, Musgrave helped us - out,

One day we went over to the east veach and could see Fantome Island quite
close (that is where they keep the abo lepers),Curacoa Island right in front of
us and Palm Island, where the Missions are, just behind that., The beaches are
very rough granlte boulders and coral sand, I believe the cyclones spoil that
paI‘t .

We spent a good deal of time out on the reef looking at the beautiful coral,
both soft and hard. The coral puts me in mind of caves where you see a lot of
formations represernting other things in life, Lace patterns you see in several
different designs, also stag-horns and beautiful, golden, soft coral like
plush curtains, Every shade of colour is there, and the clams are the
prettiest things on the reef, The small fishes of every colour eeme close to
your feet if you stand still,

Another trip we went to the mangroves to look for crabs, but the wife got
fed up with walking in mud up to our knees so I only got one big chap that did
us both for tea., The proper time to get crabs is night-time with a torch, but
the sandflies get you first, and if the crab gets you with his nippers as big as
your fist you will know i1t.

One day, while on the hill going over to another beach, we could see two
dark patches in the shallow water, I thought of turtle soup, but when we got
down to the beach it was two patches of small fish packed very close, We also
saw a dugong swimming near us, He is like a big seal, light brown in colour,
We had some fun chasing the parrot~flsh in shallow Water and I managed to catch
one which did for tea.-

When we got back a launch had arrived from Dunk Island with some visitors
from Melbourne., They took me for a trip in the launch the next day to the
northern end of the Island, I went in for a swim with one of them while the
other chaps went goat shooting and got two., After a walk around that end we
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came back at 3 p,m, and had dinner, Then the launch party and Betty left for
Dugk Island, which they would not reach until midnight, - -

We spent a-very enjoyable three weeks camped on the Island, It would
sui$ Bush Walkers as you can go semewhere every day and get - as rough climbing

- as you want, Mr, Musgrave is pleased to have a couple of paying guests at

35/~ a week or you can camp as we did, We regretted te leave but Mad te catch
the boat back to Brisbane,

THEE  VOICE OF THE SOCIAL COMMITTEE

SAYS

DON!'T MISS ANY OoF THE POLLOWING  DOINGS!

October 17th 8.15 p.m., MR. PAIMER KENT will tell us more of his in-

(Friday) teresting adventures "WANDERING IN THAITLAND
& INDO-~CHINA'", o

October 3lst 8,15 pem, EPIDIASCOPE NIGHT.

(Friday) Please bring along your most interesting
photographs and hand them to the Social Sec-—
retary not later than 7,45 p,m, Don't forget
how much we are all looking forward to this
night, so make it a good show,

November 5th 6.00 pem, PARTY AT THE MINERVA THEATRE to see
(Wednesday) "ROBERTfS WIFEY Price 2/—, Centre Stalls,

Dine afterwards at cosmopolitan Kings Cross
(Sorry! the 2/~,does not include dinnerl)

November 21lst 8,15 p.m, MR, STEPHEN MACINDOE will tell us of "AMERICAN
(Friday) NATIONAL PARKS", illustrating his talk with
coloured slides,:
/
Decenber 2nd 8,00 pome CONCERT at HISTORY HOUSE, 8 Young St.City.
- (Tuesday) :

N.B, GRACE EDGECOMBE is Organiser—in-chief
and WILL BE DELIGHTED T0 RECEIVE ALL HELPFUL

SUGGESTIONS_AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE MOMENT.

e
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WEY IS A BUSHWALKER A BUSHWAILKER ?
by "Quisie",

What makes him do it? With such questions ceaselessly plaguing ome from
surrounding influeénces, it seems to ‘beccme necessary for a bushwalker at some
stage in his boot-demclishing career to pause for a moment, and wonder to
himself vaguely why he does ity - and to think to himself that he must im-

mediately find some reasonable excuse -to fall back on when the saner.souls.
of the community questlon him as to the reasons for his pioneering peram-
bulations,

Is it just the love of the bush? And, if so, whatvdoes one mean by the
"love of the bush®"? Perhaps it is the sight of nature'!s loveliness unspailed
by the “Ad¥ance of Civilization" — the colour and shape and perfume of the
trees and shrubs and the wild bush flowers —— the bird life and the life of the
bush animals —— all so unrestrained and bound only by the ancient and ever
just laws of old mother nature, ! :

Is it just the love of exercise and the knowledge of health and strength
gained in the body; walking in leafy glens and inhaling the eucalyptus—scented
air?

Is it an outlet to the unconquered problems of daily life, to go forth to
be thrilled by the conquest of a mountain, or that feeling of triumph after a
leng Jourmey? Or is it the com»anlionship of our friends, the sharing of hap-
piness and difficulties, the camp fires and that free "unfenced in" feeling?

Possibly there is a sprinkling of all cf these im our reasons for tramping
about ir the bush, but underlying them all is the interest in 1life, The life
and growth of the bush, of our friends, and of ourselves, Thus the protection
of mature's handiwork from unthinking hands. But would this protection be
necessary if more realised and appreciated the beauty of bushland? Does not
this point to a more zealous effort on our part to encourage others to become
interested in our clubs, to joln up and promote the welfare of bushwalkingj
we should take care that our constltutlonal rules are not exclusive but rather
most 1nclu51ve.

FROM EERE, THERE AND EVERYWHERE

Copies of "THE JUNIOR TREE WARDEN, No.3,1940/1941" have recently reached
the various bushwalking clubs from the- Australian Forest ILeague, and the
5.B.W, copy should prove a valuable addition to our Club Library., Published
by the Department of Education, it is attractively’illustrated with photos of
Australian trees of many varieties growing in such widely separated places
as Palm Valley (Central Australia},Terrigal(N.S.W.),Sydney Domairn, Addis Ababa,
Bengazi, Empangeri (Zululand)and Nightcap State Forest (N.S.We)e

In zddition to reports on tree-planting activities,successes,and fallures,
at many schools in various parts of N.S.W., this publloatlon contalns much
useful information for those who would grow trees, and includems a comprehensive
1list of trees suitable to specified areas and the conditions most suited to
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each kind of tree. ,We’recbmmend this booklet to our "Morella-karong Com-—.
mittee" as well as to our various home-owners as a useful book of reference,

L) . - L4 * L J L [ ] L L] * . ¢

. No.l "SYDNEY BUSHWALKER ANNUALY,April,1934,was sold out years ago, of
course, but the Melbourne Walking Club is now. trying to secure a copy as it
finds that this is the orly number missing from its file of the "Sydney
Bushwalker" and "The Bushwalker" Annuals, It seems a pity, doesn't it, that a
file of ten years! issues should be incomplete by Just this.one magazine?

Yes; well that's what the Melbourne Walking Club feels, too, ' "Mouldy"
Parrison has therefore been ¢ommissioned to use every effort to secure a
second--hand copy. ‘ : '

We have heard that this magazine is a good advertising medium, and we
hope this announcement will result in someone digging out a copy of the ."No,
1 issue" and selling it to '"Mouldy" for our good friends of the Melbourne
Walking Club,

AT OUR HALF-YEARLY MEETING (First Half),

‘The two members welcomed at the Half-yearly Meeting in September were
Miss Betty Holdsworth and Mr,Ted,Hunter, Then the President handed out cer-
tificates won at this year's Sports Carnival; after which we got down to
business, :

Hobart Walking Club wrote that the local park authorities had refused to
extend "Fergie'!s" lease at Lake St.,Clair Tourist Camp beyond next September,
and asked all Sydney walkers who know him to join them in protesting and in
asking the authorities for a longer lease, - As requested, this letter was
passed on to the Federation,and Club members were asked to note that indiv-
1dual action was needed, '

The Slide Competition was won by Laurie Raynor,with Reg.,Alder getting
"honourable mention", : :

The apvointment of Charles Jones as Assistant Walks Secretary was announced,

and the call for volunteers for FKoom Stewards resulted in the election of
Dorothy Bickery, Irving Calnan and Russell Roxburgh,

Dorothy Lawry was elected Federation Delegate and Meﬁber of the Club
Committee and was replaced as Substitute Delegate by Irving Calnan.

Coming to the proposed alterations to the Constitution, it'was resolved
that the last one on the Notice -~ being the most contentious - should be dealt
with first. . After a lengthy debate and the passing of an important amendment
the motion failed to get the necessary three-fourths majority.

The hour being late, the Half-yearly Meeting was then adjourned for a
month, and will be continued before the October meeting proceeds to any
of its routine business, '
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