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Would you like to adont a Soldior, a W,A.A.F., a Sailor, an A,W.A,S.
or a lad who fli.e the sidcs?

As you know thc book shortage and the photogrephic shortage arc daily
becoming more acute and the Scrvieces Committee is hard pres=zed to provide
"mentol comforts® for the men and women of the Scervic:zs, With the best
intentions in the world many pcople forget to bring their reading matter
and photographs to the club for this hard-working committce to post away,

icre is a pronosal, A list is being preparcd of members vho arc at
battle-stati~ne and you are asked to adopt one, and GUARANTEE to supnly him
or her with recading matter or photographs each fortnight or month or more
often if you wish,

You may find certain books or magazines hard to procure but there is
for inst-nce that exccellent publicaation "Walkabout®, a most popular onc
for the troops, but unfortunately donations of these are all too few, The
cost would be 1/- on the first of cach month, would you be willing to pay it?

Again and gain the Servicus Committee has roceived lotters of thanks
for photographs that bring back to thusc peonle far away, memori.s of Coast-
land and mountains vh re you arc still free to roan, .

The list will be available in th: club room., Come soon und adopt your
chosen one or if you dre not able to come in, write at once,

EDITCR,



T T T D ) m r e e

By Doro>thy Husluck,
Near Nirnitibel in i,o. 'e there 1s a sign post which says ""To Tom Groggin®
inepiring Mary Leng to write the fellowing poemn:-

It was so long ago. Surcly the fathers of these old st here
Were children when I lived, I built & house

And wade o fence ond plouched o field., To-day

A nae ifs all of e thot liagers herey

And still the proud trees store int: the croek,

Lnd still the bri ht wild mustard holds its ranks

And shilkes its twisted banuners in the grass,
Al1l, all things hove forgotten 1e; 1md I
I an so old, so old I hove forgotte
HS

If gver T kaev ctranger tdl for now
I only know I built o 1ittl h se
And nade o fencu and ploughed o 1";1n fisld,

So on a very windy noraning we set off from Seaman's hut for Tom Grogrin's,
Ton-v—rozzin, 17t really is, meoning woter spider,

L‘()

In the tecth of & howling gole we uode our way te the Scouth Ram's Head,
hardly able to keep our feet against the blast, For once I felt more kindly
towerds my pack, as I cam sure that 1t was only with its help that I remgained

anchored to the sround, Very glad wers we when the track dronmed and webwoer

“in comparative calm, At lunch ®ime we wrrived at a very chorming spot baside

a creck ~nd boclted by a srove of trausg most pleas-nt after the barren sloxnes
with patches of frost-bl-.sted shoctre- llke guas, from which we had just
descended, Fatec hsrs stedp.d in, he jade, deciding that things were going
far too cnsily, led us Town the gorden path, in the sh-pe of a trock trbken
by mistiale by a stockman a few doys »nreviecusly. By the time the mistzke W
discover.d, we decid:d it wns teo for to go back, so em:rging on to a saddle,
we held o council of wor, scouted cround and finclly decided on 2 ridge which
we hoped mizht lead us in th: way in which we should go. On entering a belt of
tre-s we were grected by = burst of der.sive laughter from o aumber of kooka-
burrns,, Vhen I. wosn't dropiriang down o hele in a thickot of brambles, I was
catching my foot on rocks hidden in the long grass, missing my bnlance and
nearly taking o scomewhat »rematurc dive into the creck, However we woere snon
bothing our frayed lege .nd temners cnd gun-ing ourselves on the w-rin rocks
which soon rostored to us 2 sense of well-being, ‘

5

It was o delightful stot to cams, the creck toking o big horscshoe bend,
enclosing a grassy flct from whicl aumbers of gums rearcd their stately heade,
We rose at the crack of dawn, nnd walle wrowling round in the darv for soma

o

or other, I think cvery
it was, distinguishoed hersel:
proce :ding, :

rallsd into the woter buckote.,Bdna, I think
ting her foot into onc, on extromly chilly

Ry and Gr:-eo hav*n“ gpicd out the ridge they thourht mlth t;kc us on
our woy, nop-ofully led uwe forth cnd before long we struck a 11-d:fined
stock r-ute, which qe¢M¢d very nrobably the ons which we cnould have beygn on
21l the time, Rejeicing, we went on, th.re being a cold wind which wos not
conducive to lingsring, After some hours we began te drop very nuch, the
ridge widening out inic burutiful parklike grassy flots, kuqb rs of the

e
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ieet gums marched in stately files right to the Snowy Creek, on the banks
hich were the remnants of the hut formerly owned by Banjo PgtbGTQOﬂ' an
fruu Spowy Rlver®™, At this juncture it seemed to me to be the time and place
tc reeite the poem, but alas for our ignorance, not one of us knew ill

\l \LJ
d

Scon we reached the Iurray, winding its way through grassy flats, our
ridge having brought us to our szoal in about four hours of continuous descent,
After about half-an-hourfs walking, duriny which we conzumed quaniities of
blackberries, we snied a hut across the river which 'said to us V"Tom Croggin's™,
So with one accord we forded the iey waters and procescded to make its acquaint-
ance and that of its occupants Leo Byett and Xen Nankervis who were shoeing a
horse, They said they couldn't continue the job as our presence cramped their
style in regard to swearing, so they asked us to come into the hut, have our
lunch and listen to the wireless, We, of course, had eaten our food but did
not say no to junket and blackberries. I could have eaten the whele dishful but
being a lady, I just helped us all to modect quantities, On hearing that we
were going back via Hannell's Ridge, they thought we were taking on more than
we realised, and I am sure, »Hrivately thought we would be talking all day over
it, They were also very emphatic in their warnings tc bew.r¢ of fozs in
crossing the range, saing that they would be unable to find ths themselves in
such weather, We thoroughly ¢njoy.d our lunch and their kind hositalitys; one
will go a long way beforce finding a finer type of men than thoge of the
Mountains, I have found it just the same in the mountains of New Zesland,
Deciding to proce:d a fow more miles that day, we bade adien to cur fricnds,
in spite of a prescing invitation to stay and cook for 24 men,

Having beon told thore woas & swing bridge, we approached the contraption
and what an anproach) Just a tanile of brambles which grasped evsry portion
of one's anatomy as onc scrambled up tn its slatted flooring., Don't misunder-
stand me, It was not all slats, sluts and gaps (large gups) was the construction,
I did a cake walk across with onv hand zgrasping the fencing wire that did duty
as a rall and the other graosping my plate loaded with mugs and countoincrs, and as
the swing became more viol.nt, exducted to sce them hurtling into the depths
belew,

The track to Gechi le¢d us through th: sime dolightful pairklesnds filling
one with the desirc to linger, and reboellion at having to procc.d, We now
found we hod an addition to thoe porty in the shape of one of th. dogs and to our
consternation nothin; we cculd do could maoke him go back., We would think we
htd been succes<ful, then would turn round to find an cnquiring hicd with a

very dotermined exnrescion on its face arvnzaring round the corner, He had

- decided to join the party and join it he would by hook or by crook., However we
thought when no food was forthcoming he would denart, but never were people
morc mistaoksn, he just gat ot o resmectful distance while we had our mcal, There
was no food for him for we had made the startling discovery that we had lost the
macarcni and soup meal, -this in adlition to being short of sugar xnd buttor,
8till woe had hopes that he would return to the bosom of his fomily as we slept,
but alss, in the early hiurs of the morning we were awakened by o seri.s of
short, sh-.ryv borks., I conclud.d resignoedly that he was catching hie hroeakfast,
Grace, noblc soul, voluntc.red to toike the hound back, adding 8 milaz to
the 12 to Gochi Flats. '

Arriving ot th: flats, we were delighted with the situation, all threo
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rivers, Geehi, Swam»y Plains and Bridges, coming in ot this point, The whole *
was enclosed ip 2 cirgle of ranges ~né ridges; Hannel's, our objective, rising
up to the nn- 3 stic looking Townshend, One cannot help but feel that the

general oplnlnn is right, that Townshend was the mountain climbed, by Strezlecki,
We climbed from Gechi, and from there, Xosciusko, besid:s being o more insig-
nificant mountain, is not visible,

After hoving viewed the Goohi hut, we crossed another of those delect-
able bridges and canc bnch to the Geechi, to find Gracce had orrived with a tale
of woe re the hound's dolinquincies, She had had to roscue it from a thick

tangle of bl:ckberries into which it had landed after swimming the river,

As woe were reqting from our laobours, having pitched the tehts and
gatherad bediine ote,, we enjoyed the nost beauvtiful sunsety the sky shading
from saffron nlnk to mauvej the moon rising wraith-like over a bushelad ridge,
suffused in a sc¢a of pink mist, It was the exquisite delicacy that entranced
one, like a beautiful impressionistic painting,

Next morning we commenccd the ascent of the colebrated Hannelts Ridge.
We soon gained height and the ridge being fairly narrow, we had glimpscs of
the valleys on both sides Lookﬂng back we had a dpllghfful picture of the sum
rlslng from the mlqt—f11lcd depths and later on to our right, a gully came into
view, A mouve mist, like o tramsparent veil hung over its dpcp recesses and
narrow clcfts, w1tn here and thore shafts of sunlight picrcing the mist like
golden and jewelled daggurs, I think we w.re all so much ensnared by its
loveliness, that, in spitc of the decided coolnces of the air, we: stood rooted
to the snot, hardly able to tecar ourselves awav, Having mounted the 5600
foet as on wings, (4 hours being our winged fllmht), we arrived at Leo Byett's
camp, Here wos thb first water woc had struck in the whole climb, so we
decided to lunch and enjoy the marvellous panorama spread out before us.

In the distance was the sunlit lurray V lley, the Murray Gute, and Mount
Buffalo. Beyond spread range upon roage as far os the eye could =mee., One
felt a veritable God enthroned on high and mon“rch of all one surve 2y 2d,

We had¢ just finished lunch when Ken rode up on muste rlng bent, and was
very surprised to finéd we hnd arrived alread~, The motley ray of gorments
which Ray had on the trics to dry, together wwth the tvnts nd other nis-

cellancous articles, I am sure afforded him o zreat deal of amuscnment, It
certainly locked as if we were settled there for the day., After two hours
basking in tha sun, we wound our way round Townshond to the Wilkinson Valley.
Herc the creck winds in serjentine turns through the flower-strown flats
Once more we met out nustering frionds who decided we would be very uu;ful to
thoem, as we could walk ncarly as fast os the horses, I seriously thought
of toking on the job ag being more restful than the business world at the
present time, Far from the madding crowd stc, -

Once mere making our adicus, we ook a short cut down the Snowy, back
to Forencn's hut to o scrumptious dinncr of tongues, asparagus and tinned
fruit, most delectable after a weck of dried food, WHow have the michty
fallend Can this be the women who toltes no intorest inm forod??

The next day, Sunday, we had a rcst day; washing, getting in wood,

moking dampers etc, But disnstor overtock us in the shape of grass. hoopprs.
Nover have I seen such voracious appetites I had formerly becn delighted
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with then in their jade-green coats, hopping about like little gnones, but
when I surveyed the remains of my pyjomas and Sheila's Iily of the Valley
underwear, ny feelings underwent a decidcd metamorphosis, I think that

* jade, Fate, was once more ot work, for the dampers were not_a howling
success owing to Bdna mistoking plain flour for self-raising, Howsver, it
being Lent, I thought the unleavened bread most appropriate,

Thus ended our first weck with its joys, beauties and humour, all
to be enjoyed over and over again by us all, more fully and more richly, in
retrospect,

FRUIT PICKING AT MILDURA and HOLIJAY IN TASUAILA

Dot English,

Hovine finished my cllotted span ot the Munitions Laboratory, ond as

= & L)

there wos an urgent ccll being mode just ot that time for volunteers to

bring in the grape horvest at lMildurs, and some thousands of pickers were re-

uired if the harvest was not to be lost, I entered my nime with the Horvaet
- ’ 0 - k3

Lobour Bureau and was right smortly cund without further delay allotted to

Redcliffs, up in the lMurray River Irrigrtion area, 350 miles from Melbourne,

L special “Pickers® train teok us up - @ 12 hours journey - and there
was o stronge asnd motley collection of pickers in every type of garb imaginnble,
mostly fairly juvenile, and 21l in great soirits - just like a holiday train,
boys cnd girls calling out to each other, laughter and songs -nd ukeleyles(?)
(fancy not being able to spell that common menacel)., When we oll surged out
at out destinntion you would have thouzht it was polling day at some busy %:\
metropolis, Men sat at tables nlong th: street outside the station calling &
out names and allotting numbers, with queues of necple lined in skemy rowsgﬁ
up ond down the struset, Growers pushed their way through the milling throng
uttering unintelligible calls, and railway hands and officials dirccted en-
quiring pickers to Mr, This or Mr, Thet fast vanishing in the seething mob.
However the organization w~s pretty good, and by the time I had located a
Station master, who logated Mr, Jacobs (my "grower"), who located me, order
scemed to be emerging from chaos and various cars and lorries etc, were
moving off with their full tally of pickers collectzd, '

The Jocobs household consisted of Dad Jocobs and Mum and two chixming
and talented daughters 18 and 20 years of age. I was boarded at th.ir houm:,
two other young lasges ware beoarded next door, a young married couple ~nd
brother put up o tent in the vineyard, and several men had shocks down
by the river, We worked from & a.m. to 5.15 p.m, and the sun shone strounsly
21l day on the bright red earth and T sat under the vines aond pick:d purvle
currants for o week at the rate of 100 or so buckets = doy (the bucket is
really a flat tin which holds abour 20 to 25 lbs, of fruit) ot £1 pder
hundred, and the next weak golden sultonas at the rate of 200 tins a day
Bsfore we got encugh men on the job to do the heavy lifting I aseisted )

with the loading. Doughter Barbara drove the tractor towing a lons wide
dray, and up and down the vine rows we dashed, Pa and I running on ounosite
sides and stocking the £illed tins on the dray. men we'd lumber off with
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-our load to the racks, the trzctor and its loosely attached vurple hind-
Tquartora looking like g net-too-well-orgnnized huge insect, Here we'd empty

the fruit out onto n wide flat tray, and Pa with o smart sudden jerk would
Spreacd the grapes out over the wire mesh racks, Then we'd load the empties
back on the Cray and BarBara would run us down the unpicked rows while Pa
and I threw out bundles of tins at regular intervals under the vines, By
the time watd loadwd and tipped and re-stacked and hurled the tine forth
again - svveral hondred tins up to 25 lbs, weight each - we sure knew 'we'd
been working, I wne thoro about 3 wesks, at the end of which time I banked
a chegua for 220 and zing the praises of Piece-work which allow:d an cuer—
; 1ikC myself to reap the rewnrd of extra work,

wrnt ety Melbourne I found thaot Q party from the Munitiona Lab,
Sen Been difcuseing the possibility of taking our ool holidays
G fnaliscd arrongements, so I booked oy rogsuge touo and had
tuylng provisicns for o fortnight's holiday in the wilds, then

The Tourist Bureau hagd teld us that there was no chatice of getting
transport to the Cradle Mountain Reserve (our destinnticn) so we *nok bLikes
wiih us, The crossing is by night, and we arrived early next morniag. With
50 Ib. pucks balonced on the handlebars we made a pretty rough journey over
tevrifie Shn grade roads, through first g hail storm which later develeped
inte o siowstorm - ang us with no gloves] 0 dearo dearo dear)] We +ook
the hast pavrt of two doys te do what the service car does in an afternoon,
and whon we were only o couple of miles from our destination (what ironyl)-
We metl the scrvice car and the driver te¢ld us that of course it was still
rurning, what nonsense! and he didn't know what was biting the Tourist Bureau
peonle,

We ¢ventually re-ched Waldheim, the guest house at the Northern end
of the Reserve, ond thawed out in front of o big log fire, A large stew
and a warm bed and life once more gssumed a rosy hue., We awoke to find all
the mountains and highlange covered white (and this March, and Australial -
incredible}), The hute are spaced through the Reserve at l-day stages
(anything from 8 to 15 miles) and the track goes through rugged mountainous
country, peaks and lokes and innumerable tarns, Swompy button-grass plaing,
birch fcrests ang Pine forests filled with thousands of wallabies and wombate
and olmost_@i&}iggg of possums at night, Thig is the most marvellous moun-
taivous spot in Australia, T hag no idea we could turn on such New Zeoland-
like croncry, We walked 150 miles and, climbed 10 first-class pecks in as
many drye, They are only & thousand footérs, but one forgets they ~re not

'8¢ Pigh s the M, Cook glants ond enjoys thom just as much, ~ We had snow

the firpt day, and then o fortnight of perfect sunny days, so onco 2gain the
gowd woaiher gods smiled on . me, And once again, just to keep up the old
trodivicr. we nanaged to get ocursclves benighted while comdvleting ~ succoss-~
ful freversn of four 2,000 ft, peaks, One of the party was quite now +to
mounicicsering and e somewhat slow on the rough stuff, so the final burst
of svs:3 which woulg have just got us brex to the hut by dirk hag to be
foregore ana we Spent a pretty cold night, first sliding and crawling and
falling down through a mountainside of drawf beech (nr birch) in the dark,
then through dense almest impenetrsble wet forest along the valley floop
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until they called a halt, =o I bedded the party down on a spot of dry ground
and covered them with dry dead palm leaves, then crawled into the pile

wysell and shivered and dozed and woke and slapped ourselves and each other,
and changcd our positions and sang all the songs we knew, beating a tattoo
meanwhile on the back of whoever happened to be in front of us, while the
river gnurgled and rushed and crept through the dark tangle of trees and vines,
and the glow-worms turned on their cold ineffectual fires in all the crannies

and cr@vasces in the moss.

An hour ox so bafore drawn I'd had quite enough of inactivity (I'd
always much prefer to go on through pitch dark grizley waye rather than indulge
in spinaless inection), so I voted that we get going again and warnm up, I
might say we had set cut in nothing but shorts and shirts and hoots, and
crawling through the dwarf beech had torn our clothing to ribbonz, so for

all practical purroses we might just as well be naked, . Anyhow, not to

prolong the agony any further, at last the dawn arrived, and was just as
welcome and miraculous as the time on Mt., Cook after picking our way down the
thousand feet of rock face and negotiating the maze of crevasses in the dark,
Half an hour more saw us at the hut, We put on billies of water and had

hot baths and a big stew, then slept till mid-day and felt not a whit the

worse for the night's outing. In the afternoon we passed on to the next hut,
and o on.hut by hut we retraced our steps north and eventually back to
Melbourne. I slept in a life-boat coming back, and there was a tense moment
when T awoke in the nitch dark and found our boat had cut off its engines

and wag drifting in a most disconcerting manner around in a circle, Then a
light loomed out of the darkness, and our boat ran up a signal and I dis=-
covercd to my relief that we were just entering Port Phillip Bay, It gave

one a strange feeling to think such things were going om in mid-ocean,.

— e me e em e e e e

_STRANGER _THAN FICTION

by "Ubin,

Rationing and lack of various commodities have caused us inconvenience
and irritation but should we be forbidden to discuss and argue life would be
for some appalling, And quite unrecoguisable. To prove this let me take
a concrite example, There will, of tourse, be nothing concrete about it - it
will resemble more a jelly on the top of Mouin in a heat wave, However, you
understand my meaning I hope so that we may begin with a feeling of having
our feet firmly planted on tuc ground before we cnter this Luncr Park of
giddireses and vertigo,

Far those who can read betwecn the lines there are several lessons
to be learnt including -
(D) (a) Democracy will always get THERE
(v) and poscibly back again,.

(2) We are therefore fighting for the RITHT THING,
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(b) Al11's well that ends well, @

It would be impolitic for me to disclose (3) - the scene of the cvents to be
described - as they were too much like a rchearsal for the Second Front, In
addition to the above there is some inter:sting news for those who think
that in a democracy the majority rules and its verdict is final,

One would imagine that Bushwalkers wanting to go walking would just goj
but no! that would be too easy for peonle looking for the SIMPILE LIFE,
Besides, how could one appreciate the SINPLE LIFE if one had had a peaceful
envirorment in town? How would one know that "silence reigned supreme' or
that "the birds supplied a symphony of song" unless one had a yelling,
screaming pack of hounds around with which to compare these blessings?

Now it would have been too, too simple if there had been only seven
to fit into the seven-scater car, There were eleven ~ an excellent gambit,
don't you think? Ve sense a battle, A few preliminary rounds among the
"heade' fail to deter anyone so a solution must be sought, In the Club
that night a collection of really beautiful paintings of wildflowers is
being dis laycd, ranged on tables in thc centre of the room., Around these
tables, hecdless of the exhibition, a group of people like a blob of
bacilli in the blood stream is circulating, They are engaged in fierce
controversy, Now and then an interested observer will hover near, judge the
position, perhaps have a skirmish and then retire for long range scrutiny,
Maps are waving in the air, mape are boeing draped on walls and are being
drawn in space., Suggsctions are made, pounced upon, ridiculed and torn to
shreds, At longth cveryone agrecs that trip "A" - the subject of this dis-
cugslion - must be abandonud, Then trips M, "CH, D" and so on through the
alphabet followed by the Greck alphabet are also abandoned, Such noveltics
as finiching a trin by suburban tram follow:d by an inspection of the steel-
works fail to avpeal .nd .ven thoe cconomy of a season ticket (or was it
just one big, happy family ticket?) on the tram does not find one responsive
soul,

Unfortunately the room stewards are trying to enforce the Early
Cloging Act so a decision scems imperative, Vive Democracy, we shall votel
ALl thosc inm favour of trip "BY? It wins, folk,

But, yearning after the original venture, everyone cherishes resentment
in his heart and, as we collcct our hats, the whole structure is undermined,
at the deor one begins to wonder where one is going, at the corner of the
street no-one knows whire anyone is zoing, The fact that Sunday is un-
touched scxms to be just asking to have the matter thrashed out further, so
we decide upon a Sunday walk and seek people out in various parts of George’
Strcet and the restavrants contiguous thoureto to avprise them of the
rendez-vous,

Sunday - day of rest - quite true, perhaps, some time before dawn,
Up hill and down dale ev:ry conccivable nlan to implement trip VA" is worried
like a fox by hounds, There is no nc:d to count the number of plans mooted
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and contributed onc just does it by a combination of permutations and the
human ingenuity is ataggering.

By lunch, triumphl oddsboddikins ¢ eureks § & decision is reached.
We chall follow plan Axb if Y is suitable, B and C willing and provided three
men are prepared to walk the twenty five miles of road, We eat lunch with
catisfaction and pride because of the finality of pain AxbY?B+C?3menx25niles,

It is now all plain sailing ~ only the food to be arranged - who
likes this and that, what shall be eaten when and by whom, who will carry
what and what will be bought and by whoum, Where trip "A' was debated up
nill ond down dale food is now discusced down dale and up hill as we
rotrace our steps to the station, The amount of porridge to be taken is
cettled with a nonghalance worthy of a minor affair and we secm almost
indifferent as to whether the cggs should be white or brown, Decision after
decision is made in double quick time as we make our way to Heathcote
Station, on Hoothcote Statlon we mads doefinite strides, in the train to
Sutherland we begin to neep through the choos, on Sutherland Station the
food list takcs on a 1i%tke chape, th.rc is a suggestion of the dawn in
the train to Hurstville, on the latter ctation a number of knotty problems
arc solved and in the train to Kogarah, as we pass Carlton at 7.20 pete
the last crumb is clascificd, tabbed and pidgeon=holed, The really, truly
fin-l step in the »lan is making a phon. call from Kogarah so actually, as
will be vorificd by consulting a railway guide, onc station is regrettably
wastede

Do you now think that overy detail was irrevocably settled and that
the trip was performed_with the closest cow~operation?

Door innoéent )} Rend next mounthls thrilling fluctuations, breath-
taking cpic of argument, drama of vacillotion,

SOMEIZLING _ FOR NOTHING

Anyone who is inteorested in the stars may pick out the constellations
d.scribed in previous issues of the magazine by referring to the same month
of the year before, The ctars are in the same place at the same time
every year and will continue to be in the s me place at the same time as

long as your magazine hangs together and can be read,

"CANOPUS ™,
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MORE _ GOSSIP

The Social Committec Put on a very nice dance. for us on Friday the 18th
June in the Club room, Members were‘asked.to come dressed in the sleeping wear
they affected when camning out, Foftun;tely,4it Was a cold night and winter
Sleening vear was predominant, so ths Social Gonmittee!'s flag is still Tlying.
No doubt meny of ug would rather not be scen outside a sle2ping baz in the
assortiaent of clothas that we feel is very necessary to our’ comfort, but other
with no roésnect for anyones illuvgions folt differently and thaese strong mindagd
folk came elong and have an enlightening demonstration of how to keep warm,

I
=

An oxce:dingly well turrazd leg wac dlanlayed to great advantage by Grace
Edgecombe who chose g palr of Gents Natty underpants. Reg Alder's rig-out wae
more decorstive than werning (bthcr_than to the eye). One of Hilma's nightgowns
didn't disguise him in the least, but Herhe & Hilma was just chowing ue that she
marrizd an angel, ' ‘ -

Walt,Dicney must have scen Ray Iirkby camping out some time, and bae-d
is famous Mickey Houre on the epectacle thug disnlayed. He (Ray) still lonk.d
cold in snits of hic long woollen stoclings and two quite inadequate safcety »ins,
and scemed to ne.d a 1ittle nore packing, Burleits might have’'a better idea for
you Ray, than fafety pins, something with a little more 'give® in it,

We felt quitc.comcorn .q for the zirl who constricted her dether limbs with g
cardigan, liay she” never develon Somnaiabulistic tendencies, at léast we home we

nay be the.re when she does,

Arthur‘Gilroy, timing,it Very nicely made a late cantrance vory effectively,
in a white nisht shirt, Luckily -———o Was not there otherwise, who knows, one
look, and another becautiful would-be friendship spoilt,

(]

e howe  the commition wags pleacud with tho lurge atﬁendaﬁpe,' The orchestra
Was most gencrous ang nlayed everything oxcent the one thing that scemid to us
to be most ampropriate for tha occas .“n, or perhans they had noever heard of it,
"I wonder How I Look When I Asleepi, Anyvay, now most of us know, Makes you
think, dontt it,

...—.._._...—._._-—~..._...

Someone mentioned to ue the . othor aisht  tha

t quitc a fow male members arg
sporting growths on their uy Lr lips, We iuv.stigated and it was so0, gome of
céurse are mora prolific than others, Is it & sceceret sinng

It is rumoursd of onv¢ of ncwir bricd.s thet she has the “onesticity croze
80 badly that hor hueband hag to drag her iate the club on Friday nights, Sheo
then sits in corners, dreaming no doubt of nutmeg and disters,

Betty Pryde dropmed in to tell us that she is not in Adelaide as we said,
We are rathour unfortunate with Betty, we always station her in the wrong places,
It is her move now, we have done our bust for hor,

Another junior Bushwalker to asg to the long list, Mrs, Mitchell; to
us, Murizl Hall, has a davghter,

-..—._..._.-...-._—......-—

)
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LETTEIRS FROM FHE TADS AND LASSES.

L.tters were received this month from the following members on the Services
Committee's list:=~

R, Huntley Tucker : George Archer (P.O.W. Gormany)
J., W, Bdwards Rory Lofts

Bruce Simpson Jack Parkinson

Peter Allen «. W, Spedding

Bill Burke - Les Douglas

Betty Isaacs. : Ritae Stanford,

RORY LOFTS. (u> Queensland way). Dear S.B.Ws, I was very pleased to receive the
May issue of th: S.B,W. today. Its zood to get a breath of the old fellowship of
the bush which seems to come with each issue, Although my whereabouts are all
shrouded in mystery, I can talk of some things without fear of the razor hlade, T
find this one of the most intercsting »laces I have been in from a walker's point
of view at least. I sp:nd three or four d:ys a week wandering round the hille or
through the bush and what bush - beautiful big trees, not the kinds we are used to
ronnd Sydney, in fact one seldom sess a eucalypt and never in the heavy country,
there everything is dark green handing with vines, hundreds of beautiful elkhorns
and staghorns and bird nest ferns, The birds are also interesting, many of our
0ld friends and many new ones, One of the old ones is the whip bird but here he
finishes off his call rather differently, We have a chap who knows a fair bit
about birds in our section and I often go out with him and have a very pleasant

. time, Bernmard O'Reilly and he are great cobbers and take to the bush on most
Sunday afternoons. Our local brook is just the last thing in canoing rivers, I'm
just hanging on till the end of this show, then a canoe and about a fortnight's
holiday. One could have a wonderful time., There are a few rapids here and there
that are a bit fast but there is always a way round, The scenery would be very
varied too, from the little I have sean of it, and the camping s»ots are every-
where, to say nothing of the fact that the train will take you right to the river
in several places So you can get out at any of half a dozen laces according to
the time one has to s»end, R _

I introduced our chans to tlhe ground‘sheet'methbd of crossing streanms one
day, but only one chap Was gamne to risk it, the others preferred to cross the
river where they thought they could wade, the result was the three of them got
wached off their feet wetting o1l their gear including rifle, glasses and com-
sass and the rest got wet to the walet while the other chap and I crosses easily
and had dry equipmant when we jot. there,: So much for doubting Thomas, we bush-
walkers can texch the earmy lots.. ' ‘

I spend a lot of my time teaching mapning and thought the article by
Klister" very good, I will Dbe eble to use it in my lectures, I wish I could
just let myself go and describe this country as it really is but vnfortunately .
that can't be done and whatever one wants te say one soon finds the word STOP
in big Jetters,

LES DOUGIAS, Port Morcesby. I was more than pleased to get your letter - nleased
ales +o ses sucn a healthy list of war-like spiiits from the club and know that
to detc therizme all still whole and hearty - 1if in some cases suffering in
dureace 7ite. It would be marvellous to meet some of the gang - so if they know
_they're headed this way-well, I'm easily found and falrly well known in this

, Naval Dewot and we'll do a snot of 'pumishing” - or as our Yankee allizs have it.
shooting the brecze',

My work up here is very interesting - although naturally I can't tell you




)

:'.2,\

mu~h about it ~ excent that it keeps me in the open all day - mostly toszing on?
¢re ruffled - but often beoautiful - surface of Moresby Bay - hsnce I'm groduclly
achieving a dark mahogany tan about the face, arms and knses - Wal will be dis-
appointed to know that as yet I've not tried out the fishing as my gcear hasn't
arrived - but I will ~ and then I'1l be abl:s to spin some "dits™ about the ones
that get away. I've achinved one tris into the hills - Roum, Falls on the Lologi
River natwrally we had only & few hours to do the trip - so bagged a truck -

four of us - and shoved big cane arm chairs in the back and away ~ we crected nuch
comment and 1.ughter from the tough A,T.F. whom we passed en route but th: comfort
We achizved made up for the "hoys™ we stonped and th:r road isn't so good that you
could overlook the morc than occasional holes and buups, The falls were worth any
trouble ta get there ond the river was runiing stron,ly so the volume of water

that pitched cver a 350 foat drop was tremendous, the air was full of spray and

you usezd sign language to conveyr your thoughts owing to the nnise - we had a climb
of about a mile from the truck - so thst when we roturned we were more than ready
to samnle the hogpitality of the A,C.F. who have a hut on th> road - gquite a good
Svnday afternoon's effort (This, by th. way is our only time of relaxation) and

we returned home two hours late - I must sce them again, as therefs lots of

things I would like to do - such as climb to the other side of ths river - take
photos etc, 2tc. but one can't sgueeze all these into one afternocn — and I'm

NOT coming back after the war,

BILL BURKI. Up Queenslond way, I won't exlarge on the heartbreak that leaving the
¥alr city of Sydney occasioned, Suffici:nt o say that there was much wailing and
gaashing of teeth, That is, until the train started to move., The cobber ic a bit
like mye21f; hasn't a care in the world and being travel minded after three yeurs
of wandering the prospsct of me:ring over the next hill caused our spirits to

gscer, The firet day passed ri ht sze~dily, all sorging on the plentiful sun-ly of
Tood that hed been showered u-on us, My only regret was that as best part of the
trip was done by night I was unable to view the North Coast, Managed to snotch a
brief but illuminating half day in that "ougy little frontier town™, e all woke

up the following merning eajzer to renew our accuaintanceship but also we had to
place our glzd rags at the bottom of the pack and move on to gresner fislds., Auite
a pretty little placej nuch nicer than Sydney I thought, but perhapns I was influence
by the proxinity of the surrounding bughlands, Twenty minutes, by tram, from the
heart of the city to & cool ghedy, clear running stream is, to my mind, ideal,
apart from the gencral awme-rouce of cleanliness cnd the congenial surroundings,
the peonle impressed ms as much more friendly than those down south, Apparently
it is quite the accejyted thing to have o yarn with a fellow tram traveller, I had
quite a »nleasant chat with the lass sitting alongside me, Thought nerhans that I
was lucky but the others all had a simil:r experience, Imagine the lock if one
trizd to start a conversation in a Sydansy tram, esnecially if the person concerned
wag a pretty little mi s, I missed out ~n a spot more leave, but my usual luck
held when we reached the station; threc of us managed to reserve a first class
sleeping compartment to ourrelves, for the next threo nights we absolutsly wall-
owed in Jusury. The miles slismed by over bridges, through culverts,by swamp and
forast awd plein the train rattled on, Catiie browsed contentedly on the »nlainsan
occe ticnal hrrd dbifting along under the care of a sleepy looking drover,followed
by Tis eqmally clezny packhorse, Ibis,brolgz,crancs and innumerable smaller birds
tnroce the vwamps into o panoruna of beauty, Lonely farihouses, fire blackcned
pedicexs with isolated trezs stonding as lovely sentinels; the Australia one rcads
anc Qracing about, Further north and the tronics began to take hold, The dark ‘
rip- ling grien of the cane firlds, grey green pincapple plantations, bananas, paw

pawe and isnlated putches of dank, cminous, secmingly impenetrable rain forests...,
Q
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(VWHY _NOT _CUT _DOWN _TRE3S?
By Arbores Australis,

Of course bushwalkers never do cut down trecs for the obvious reason that they
would be ostracised from bushwalking society if they did., But why this strong
feeling in the bush-walking world against litile boys with Yomahawks who slash
the young saplings and rejoicec at thn glorious crash if they ean bring a bigger
tree: down with their small hands? “Thy our hor“or because a letter in the poper
tells us that a timber mill is going into o forest at ‘ount Wlqun?

If we have zver theouzht about it the first reason that has flashed through
our minds as to Why we ezould not cut troecs, is just that the troes are lovely
and we don't want to sec¢ the beauty tc ke wey from our land, And that.alome
would be ample reason for not cutting tico: Too often in this materialistic:
age we forget that beauty is an end in it:clf and in sonme caseg far more im-
portant than material woalth, I once recd of a poor peasant in China who had.
~a beautiful mapWe tree growing mesr his cottage, The maple provides- a wood -
very suitable for making wooden bowis (I think it is), A nercnant-offeréd Hlm
a high price for the tree, but he refused it, preferring beauty o MOLBY e
Perhaps the world might be a happier place today if more peopie: had»preferred
beauty to the mad scromble for meterial wéalth, which, whatever it- brlngs,

0
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does not bring happiness, \,;T:'.gJNEL?“ S

I

In the same clase as the pre serv' tion of beauty is the preserVatlon of the
unique fauna and flora of our land, a fauna and flora found npwhere:eleé in
the world, and whichrapidly dlsqobeur° once the.forest Drotectlon is removed.

: Why preserve the fcouna and flora? . Because like beauty it is.one of those solr—

itual values without which man nlkind- would probgbly perlsh. e

However, T, nesd not enter into a Dnllocopnlc“l dlqcus€1on w1th buchwulkers
Who are alreadv more - tqmn conv1nced EE : s g T

- But ta1= ii m&tﬂrlalluLlc‘age, and there are nlenty of materlallﬁtlc
reasong also for not cutting down trecs. o

RARCHE TN
R

When we,.cut tregzs alony river banks aiud on steep hill-slopes.we- rgmove the
tangle of little roots and the und:rgrowth (which will grow only. upder trees) .
that hold the soil in position and also hold the rain like a cpong9¢ This meqns
that when the rains come they wash the goil away causing bad soil erosion, and
the water itself also runs off rapidly for it is no longer held back by the
sponge of the tiny roots. In country cleared on the steep slopes and along river
'banks, you will find that the streams and rivers teund to be higher during heavy
" raine and lower in dry periods than in country that has not been cleared. And the
object of the recently ins stituted Soil Erosion Board is to prevent tree-cutting
in such places, Hove'you ever stopped to consider why Middle Harbour 1q so much.
less muddy than L'.ne Cove, -The answer is that the headwaters of Middle Harbour
are still bush clad, The headwaters of Licne Cove are very largely cultivated and
therefore cleared, Thet muddiness is a sign of soil erosion, and of rapidly -

- drying up streamlets, Hove you noticed how a dependable streamlet of ten years:.
ago (like that of North Era) has ceased to run except after rain, Think back.and
remember that bush fires Lave swept through the catchment area very often ox
cattle or man have itramnled it down, THis means that “the undergrowth has never
properly regrown, and the shonge of the rcots which held the moisture that
formed your streamlet,has pone, The cutting down of trees has' exactly .the same
effect as bush fires, cut®le and crowds of people,
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8o much for why you should not as a rule cut down tre:s, Of cours: there are »
always exceptions. But prima facic a free should not be cut, and if a person wan®s
to cut it, the onus lies on him to give a good reason why, '

Next month we shall dircuss why itreese and forests should be cultivated,
FiDIRATIVE HOTS

The proposal for reservation of Kiurioag Peninsula, Hawkesbury River, has bean
revived by the Federation and is being locked iunto by the District Survevor,

The National Fitness Council hasg dronped the pro
Jibbon Head, Tort Hackiag, but is requesting the =»o
Jervis Bay,

It was decided that the r
tion to take the risk of a l
landlord to the shock owners

osal for a Fitness Camp at
ar

0
gervation of the North head of

2l of the Era lands was tou high fcr the Federa-~

tal o
ase without abandoning its principais ond becoming

The letter to th: Dent. of Mines sbout the sghale mine below Diamound Falls
brouzht a reply with a nlen of about three mining lcases batween the Kaotoomba Golf
Links and the First Nerrow Neck, It wes decided to wrile o the Kaloomba Municipal
Council, Katoomba Tourist Bureau, Dent, of iines :nd Committ.: of Ecounomic Welfare
urging that all poecsible control be exercisad to see thut any mining oparations
on these leascs were carried out in a way to cause a minimum of destruction to
the beauty of the area,

The Recrcational Areas Committee of the Nati~nal Fitness Council is making
efforts to secure two small areas near Narrabeen as reserves in connection with
hiking, -

A building is beins crected at Little linrley on a permissive occupancy in front
of the Hostel, The Youth Host:1ls Association is asgking that no road be allowad
within 50 yards of the hostel, ond no cam»ing within 80 yards of it., It was dacided
to write to the National Parit Trust and to the Youth Ho:tels Asscoci.tion asking
that thz road be closzd ri_ht back to the Bundeena Road, and that the suggestion
about camping be scrapped, as 80 yards from the hostel would toke in the whole
camping area at Littile Marley.,

The expenditure of th: Legoey of £90 from Arnold Rae was discuss:d, Iaguiries
are being made about lezcsing Block 7 at North Forth Era and also about land at the
junction of Long Angle Gully and Fitzgerald Creek,

AT OUR _ OVN__ MTGITING

Two new members, Rusrell Wilkins and Vic Bolton were welcomed by the President,
After some discuscsion it was resolved thaot the Club disayroved of any restriction
on camping at Little Marley(see Federation notes), The Presid.unt informed us,
with deen regret,that Norm Saill has becn killed in action in New Guineas The
proposed ghale retort on Neviow Neck wos discussed, Norrie Macdonzld and Frank
Freegu~rd, who were on leave from the Army, thought that any restriction on the
location of the prevosced wetort mlzht be drtrimental to the war effort, Stan
Martin point:d cat thatl shole 03l cculd orly be used for civilian purnoscs. Marie
Byles thoumht thnt th: war was too orten made an excuse four despoiling natural
features., It was eventually resolved that tha Club disapproved of any interference
with the rock escarpment forming the Narrow Neck Peninsula, Phyl VWhite,owing to the
illness of her fathex dend:red her resignation from the Committee, Elsa Isaacs was®

elected in her place, : }
. o v
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SOCTAL IVENTS, FGR TOUR CALENDAR

JULY 7th 7.45 p,m, Skating night at the Glaciarium

JULY 23rd 8 p,.m, L:i:cture by Palmer Kent:
"The Real Focts Behind the
Malaran Campaign®,
JULY 30th 3 p,u, Clubroom Dance: Novelties and
Suser - Doneing 8 - 11,
ATGUST20th 8 n,ul. 1014 Tails™ rotold again by
Messrs,Alder & licCregor, with
an oIl gtart cuastu,
AUGUST27th 8 Do, Clubroom Party,
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o) Modern mecthods of oye examinction and eye training Q
Q@ Carcful Spuctocle fitting, &
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@ Fixing an appointm.nt will fucllitate the rescrvation of time @
:‘\:i' for giving you proper @_tteﬂtlo hut shouvld you be unable to \;
€ ring us beforchand, your visit v'11 be welcome at any time «
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SIERPTNG BAGS AND STEEL FRAME RUCKSACKS
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Paddy is pleased to announce that he will have a few
down sleening bags available on July 15th., These bags are filled
with nearly pure down, but if you feel a few feathers in them
please don't be cross, Things aren't what they used to be,
Nevertheless they will »ack about as small as the old time bags
and weigh about the same,

Price £3/9/6 for 5'10% bag, 2/~ for svery additiomal 2%,

Thors will, 1so bz a few stecl frame rucksacks on the

same date, Price £2/19/10.

PLEASE NOIE:
No previous orders can be taken,

No nhone ordéers,
iy

Regret these rules, We try to be denocratic and ensure the

greatest good for the crestest number,

PLDDY PALLIU
Lolor fRea ol
Camp Gear for Walkers

'Phone B3101, 327 George Street
SYDREY,
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