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Visitors to Era and Bushwalkers generally who
have known him on the beach and at re-uniouns
will bDe grieved to learn of the death of Ross
Duncan, son of Anice and Frank,
fter a long illness following an accident

last year, he dﬂed on Suaday -17th October, at
Cost lecra

“ﬂnce and Frank’ Wlll know how we all-

Sympatglse with them in tnelr tragic loss.
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WINTIR AT KANANGRA

""" ot Bert Whillier, o

We had been toXing with the idea of doing a winter trip out Kanangra way,
so waen the firm requested I take my holidays earlier, we found ourselves in
nex®t ¢ ro %time aboard the Jenolan Caves bus on Saturday afternoon lst August,
We arvived at the Caves Iouse about 2.45 where we were closely cuestioned by
numerocus peonle and last but not least the Manager, none of whom sesmed to
grasp the fuct that a man, woman and a small child of 2 years 4 months, were
going to camp out in winter weather for a week in the rough country that lies
betwecn Jenolan Caves and Katoomba via Kanangra, Anyway although the lienager was
sympashetic he couldn't let us light a fire on the reserve, which extended 5
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miles on the Wt.victoria side and 2 miles towards Oberon, There being no noint
in camping without a firc we pushed on up the mile hill, which as everyone knous,
vises 1,800 ft. in the 2 miles,

Eve had the baby in my "patent unot applied for' carrier, which had gunny
sacks attached, These contained 2 tins of full cream milk in each s.ck, The
baby weighs about 36 1lbs =o my wife had all together about 45 lbs, I had 2%
sleeping bags, tent and other gear as well as food for 2# persons, the whole
welght beiang 75 1lhs, !

We battled on over the brow of the hill, myself a few hundred yards ia the
lead, having gone on to lock for a camy spot, I passed a house but by the time
Lve ot there the occupants, the Payne Brothers, had come out and offered us
the use of the empty house next door, for which we were very grateful, as it
wus nearly dark, s

Next moruing, leaviug my pack, we walked back down down the hill, in the
light snow, to the caves; where we irnspected the Orient Cave., ILynette insisted
on walking through herself, and in places.where the cave was about 5ft, high,
most peorle had to duck, and to see our hopeful who is no taller than 34%
ducking too, had to be s¢en to be- aprreciated, The inspection over, we again
climbed the mountein to Iind sunow covering almost everything around,

After lunch we s.id good-bye to the Payne Brothers and their little grand-
son, who made us »rowise to let thon know when we got to safety, We had heard
that the men working on the Ranangra Road, had left 2 or 3 huts behind them
but we had no idea wh:re or how far out these were. However we found the first
one about I} miles from “he turn off and as the time was about 3,45 we decided
to stary the night., e busied oursclves etting wood in, Lynnette of course
carrying in her little bite of firewood, '

Next morninrg putiting our heads out of the door, what a sight, everything
was covered tnder about 99 gnow, : '

"Sand" said Lynuette and out she rushed to play, only to discover that the
"sand¥ hurt her hands. . : :

We were ready to wove off at 8 a.m, the road ahead of us a beoutiful white
carpet and snow still falling. I thought longingly of my skis lying; at home,
as I wrudged heavily along. About every three or four steps I had to give a
gigantic kick to knock a ball of snow 3 or 4 inches thick off my heel, Ny .
wife at least didu't have that worry but she must have felt very uncomfortable
because all Eve wore on the trip was a pair of leather shoes with rubhber soles.

The baby presented a queer sight sitting in the pack with the double
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headed groundsheet covering both her and the wife, Ve ruggeh Lynnette up well



on these occasions, finding 1t & good plan to put her in her slevning bag, up
to tht zrmpits and letting her wear two thick sweaters., As we hada't rockoned
oL fnnw, we couldn't let Iyanette walk as much as we intended, as ghe only had
& railr of sandals,

Le we trudged on we often surprised a herd of wallabics and saw a few
wemoat trackes, We came abreast of a hlJl and looking te the South West along
the Hollander's River Valley we could s ,miles of becutiful suow covered tops,
Peseing through Cunninghan's sbout 11 a.m, it was too bleak to stop ot the old
bark hut so we kept on and about 600 yds further on we fouad another road
makwr's hut in a nice sheltered position, #This will do" we s=ald, =o gladly
I drovsed my pack ~nd Tlfu d Lynette out of her seat. Lunch over I lokLud
around Tor a piece of tin to make a sledge but I couldn't find a sultabl
piecc, Ve pushed on and after hours of hard walking and fecling about all in,
we were relivved to se: a hut at iiorong Creck., This hut is the best on the

“road, having -~ wooden fleoor four bunls, table and stools,

Next morning with snow still fal“iLD I looked for o picce of tin and
finding a good piecey I set to work with a will and wired a wooden box to the
tin and made a sl:dge, We put the babe in with just her head s Aow1ng and she
ghowed her approval by demmanding to be dragzed all around the hut. I put some
of my gear out of the pack in with ILyanettc and we set off both pulling the
sledge, -which slid very casily over the snow, However after about four miles
the snow petered out on the road, having been blown off by the terrific wind.

Soon we aryived at uauanrra Walls where icicles 3 to 5ft, loung were hang-
ing from ledges over the cave e Tound it too cold and windy on the- danciag
platform gide, so we LTGCL*” to the Vestern side of the small gully where we

stnd gquite a comfortable little cave., The baby was very interested in the snall
blPdQ that constantly flittsrasd into the cave.

Next morning we set off down to the Kowmung and on the narrow ncck leading
to Scrubby Ton we had a cevere struz~le to keep on our fest and found that we had
to hold on to each other. I found myself muttering into my five day old beard

and saying come hard things about winds, narvow necks, hcavy p..cks cte,Anyhow
it will be better on Scrubby Top and thvu we '1ll soon bc down on the Kowmung' I
sald, J/Man proposes aand God Disposce®™, True works as we were to find out, for

on gvtting o footing on ScrUDbJ lOU, we found the wind and snow just ec bad if
rot worse,. This was the time the beby picked to ask plaintively for Coc-Coc
(chocolate) which we carry for her good conduct, I think Lynnette thought I
was a crosy betwe.n Mandrole and a Himaleyan porter and that my pack had zlastic
sides, for the amouvnt of clhiccolate she asked for even till the seventh day was
aumazing., :

The Kowmung prescnted a very welcome sight and after walking a few miles
downstream we ccmped near o big pile of driftwood, These pllo £ drifiwood
woere numerous all the way dovn the Kownung making it hard going, the Cox was not
nearly o bad. '

Lynztte was now in her glory with the multi-coloursd stonte that lined the
river banks, “Loolk there is a blue one 3360y I want that one', She zot a great
deal of plecsure out of throwing then 1luto the water to hear the plonking sound,

v
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The babe walked and climbcd quite o few miles cdown the Kowmung and un the Cox
ud Breakfast Crcel, always meking for the hardest places and climbing like a
rau n%aln goat, We arvived at Carlons about 3 in the aftcrnoon,and wire fed and

ed for in the usual Cixl. n maancr, Cirlonts was something quite new to
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Irnnette, who had never seel SO maiy turkeyvs, fowls and ducks, She erawled unde.
a cow that Mrs,Carlon was milking to seo where the milk was coming from and way
On Sundey morsing about 1l a.m. we regretfilly sald goodbye to the Carlons and
pushzd on up Meg Jdong valley ond up Devil's Hole aryiving in Katoomba to watch
the 4-5 train all well cad haddy, Tynnette with apnle checks and brimming over
with mood hcalth,

Ve could se. & :ow clouds still reoliing over the mountaoine out Kanangra way
og we loft (Kook~a—tooma) (baby talk for Katoomba).

We hove eince hrd o letter from the Payue Brothers telling us thot never i
history hos “he sinow beca so heavy. Tn their own back vard it wag 8ft, decy
and on th, road dows to the caves 2 and 3ft deep. :

"SADLY  MISTH

By "Mumbudah™.

Sprogge and I lurched across the road to Harrington's Corner from Katoonba
Statior, and deositinig our groaning rucksacks on the weighing-machine to be
found there, for the exdenditure of the sum of 2d. that our respective loads
were 59 »nd 60 pounds, Mot deigaing to walk out un- n the road to the Explorer's
Tros, we we:re comforiubly and spceedily corvey:d thereto by a taxi, and then cou-

menced the long deuscent to (ld llan Cox via Nellie's Glen and the 8ix Foot, It
wus growing dori when we reached the old hotel cite, and although we understood
Herold Chardon's noril had come u: on that noraningts "Caves', we could ss¢ no
sign of them nor any fresh foot rints, so camped forthwith on the firewood on

the “far" side or the creelr, MNext day, with 43 wmeals still in our Poddiymades,

we wonded our way slowly downstream, rasting at frequent intervals as we had tons
of time on our u.nds (and feet), Late in ths afternoon, just below the big bend
whore Gibraltar Cresk comes in, we Were overtaken by the worthy Harold, with
whom we naturally joined forces, .nd camped that night at the junction of Little
River. It was unon this occasion that I heard Dorothy Lawry first rcocite her
now-fomous "hinnonotomus’ poem for the first time, Barly on the following fore-
noon, we all climbed th: etced nills which rise up from Jock Kirby!s homestead,
ond were rewarded with a new and magnificent view of the Dogs, I afterwords
learned that this was Bald Hill and that wild goats abound on top thercof,

which undoubtedly accounted for our irresistible urge to climb the particular
hill., Sproggo and I said goodbye to Horold and his caravan and proceeded once
more down the Cox, onl:r to find, th-t due to an amaaing burst of .nergy we were
again overtaken whilst enjoying a late lunch, They waited for ue to finish, and
shortly afterwirds, we crme updon a large eagle sitting on the gras:y bank for

no ap-arent purpose, Investigation revealed it was caught in a rabhit-trap, and
throwing o ground-sheet over its hend, relecased it, whereupon it just stood and
lookad at us. Annarently it had been there some time and was about all-in from
pain and huager, Some weclks afterwords I was derided for not having killed the
bird, and had o difficult tasl: to convince my friend of the princinles of the
walkers. Once more we had the pleasure of the congenial company of the previous
night on the tricngular flat at Harry'!s River, We had arrived there early and
attempted to find a camd site up through the Canyon, but the winter sun left
likely spots daup and chilly, For lazte Moy, it was a beautiful night, and the &
flat resounded to the harmony of our voices in choir, Here our tralls parted,
Horold poing on down to retvrn to Latoomba via the White Dog, whilst Sproggo
and I were going up the Jenolan, =0 on breaking camp the following day we said
gocdbye and s-id we'd sez them in the Club the following Friday fortnight.
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It was the first occacion eithwr of us had been up the Jenoclan and wee eu-
2ved hreaking country then new to us., Ve turned up what we rightly jud
i t“vfm% Creek, talking our cue from the ¥M,Y,C. blaze on the big casur
aetion of that watercourse., Ve had been follohlng a very i:zrme h

T %ﬁ& coft parts of the crezli-bed, and just as we tonped the jumble of
w3t bar the way a few milees up, we recelved a rude shock to sz a rrent
plaving at us o few yvards distcnt, Ruclisacle were slipped olr 12 wur
. and junping aside, we directed a few small rocks ot the.bogw ufeer, who
: 0if w:z the mountenw side Des ﬁite hlq thick neck, buffalo lLemas and bullky,
he was extbremely nimble- of LOOt and we wewe not at all displeased-be was o biv

tay fo“ TunCA. ‘Norburt Carlon ofterw.rds related

trayed awey from his mob years azo, and had not
reotad a.muisdnce byﬂgttractﬁnw tome catilz

Fhig of -our company,.and di'ntt s
o one that this same steer had s
been geen for a lons time, He ¢
away {rom, the Cox,. ‘

eann, and we kept going until the =ides
closed'in and the way lay over ~.mc round moss-covered roclks, very sliprery under-
‘fCO\, particularly with our 37 : stil l lozded up. Into the bargain, light
rain began to fall, twe met obAlt rating the upper parts of the r;dbeu, 50 we
buck—br c‘ed bo Q,b S0t LuT ovel-shaved flat which openced up on the creck, b rack-~
¢n-cove're d with LOerlng blue gums on the lower QIOUeL, and a tranquil peace-
fulness about it, I consider it is.in suc’t grots as the one desorlbed deep in

2.

the mnvnuuLuh, that we c.u really aynr.ciate the peace and quLetJerﬁ whlok can

There vas, quite a flow in the sir
n

only obtaln in deanNVld couat“v far from the main trucks, and whorce we geldon
trecad, excent at o0dd intervals. These are the nlaces which we are fighting to

‘preserve for all tlue, and . ouyr krowvledge of thom should make‘us.wbrk harder to
have the Greater Dlue Mountains Netional Park a reality. ' :

Criginally we intended to umake 2 dir.uct assault on GOHOWFhﬂE,'LLd th
club room Myles had talked u  out of doing so on the grounds of the hes
too . steep, so we had decided to make the ascent on the oprosite side f rumb
. Cmeele, to reoch tqe t ble=leoad, - Rolling up the wet tent next a.m. we tock a
;;longﬁdraught of wub‘ré cnd fncu ned o our next drink at Cun'lﬂmlwAIS at t

~time, Up. we went, up oqd‘ﬁl, tae very short, steep and not so swect ridge
Uleg@ing un’ to Moorara leights, which are nothing log- than a-+1dge—ca;pud
mountaln, wnearly ws high as Gouougang, cnclos & by the triangle formed by
denolan hzvvr, Mumbedah Creclz, and bocied by the main plateau. We. came upon a
couple of shallow saddles o varcntly winter cattle-camps from the ornauentation,
and o5 we sted thoreon, obtalned wra;d views of the lower Jbﬂolln, wit! the

ouQugang ., Ranﬁn on the right, High up wuabedah Creck w: could malke out scveral
 wHton;]ls, wnlch we Wonthjly noted to vieit - gome day. - The zoing had been
b\LT“melV'“tLGP ii parte, although open timber, and to récord the ﬁraup, I tock
a-rhoto'of Sprosso comlug un towards me oun all fours. The 0¢1Ptud résult after-
wrarde made it appear he WS about to talr off on a hundred yards corint at an
,Sfﬁ,waj “to carnLval, ke had to discerd the photo in my atiemots to imnress
' ul&lnw friznds of our fo in set in, ond with it crept cown a
2
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o
‘0w1n@ m.ut weaving-in and out the gullizs and Valltja .ad soon.we were en-
ve;oped';n,its goft mantle WLiph deprived s,of.‘ 3 scaonery, and dullcd our
oo of helght, We halted £ HTuncn‘ and oltho ¢ had no water, 1it a fire
company ondr enjoyed T ndu sa frou hiz capecious pack,
1 s it contains a frir amount of

. sture and mzy be soak.d bufore lbhv1“5 'f‘- Then up again, znd in fiftcen
‘mlnu+es we were ftoadiag-on o stony top al vent to a hearty cheer to
now in the. pca-soup category

signify our conmcuest of the mount., The

G
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and v1slb111ty was llmled to about 30 feet, According to the map, the ridge
ran a few points west of ceuth-west, about 230 ond was connected with the
tableland by, apparently a soddle-baclk. There wa; abundant rocky- outcroa. nll
on the fault, and wh:re it woasn't stoney, saplings grew in profusion follouwr:g
a recent bush-fire, so that when we pusied through them our rucks cks becims
caught, ~nd we were show red with drips off the lenves. .fter going a wiile, we
found ourselves losing height without sign of a swdole, 50 we stoped ond
cdgitaie“, peerin; this eay ond tlat into the s-1id white deathly silieunce, Even
the rush of the w-ter in Cau's Crecslk had died away and the whole world seems
to stand s4111, Th.r: were sSeveral 71Ae1y leads=-off which might take us across
the elusive saddle so we tried them in turn, each time losing height renidly and
ending up in the be,iniings of groves of tres-ferns, so we back-tracked time
and agsiz cnly to find it was the swme cverywhere, We halted on a little flat
with the firswood laid o., ond decided %to.call it a day, and made camp where,
I am certain, no cne hgd camped before, nor since, As the reader is aware, we
had no water, n-r waos ere auny »nog selbility of drawing any from the nearest
creek, about 1000t oelom, so in true bush-vallking manver arranced the #Abdul?
to drain into the bucket, The trees ounly drinved occasionally with condensed
mist, but by half nast four we had z bucket a vellowish fluid with o variety
of objects floatin; therein, malnlv ffom our camp-~site df the previous nizht,
However, nothing loth, we soon kunocked up» a pemilcan stew (yes, it wes obtain-
able then} and a brew of golden tea and were as happy as sand-boys, After a
short cdebate, unaninous agrecment.was reached that this would not be a likely
popular camping spot, and therefore did not h931tate to have a man-sized after-
tea Tire without tnourht of leaving a few loge for the fellow to follow us,
which of course is part of our code (1). Ve wi:re forced to the most remote
corners of the tent to escane the heat, and Had a most comfortable night despite
the altitude and time of the year. Ve went to sleep wondering what the morrow
would bring forth,

b =l H

ering out in the arey dawn, T beheld a sirht which did credit to our

noT
navigation of the previoua day, insofar that we were actually vamsed ON the
saddle., I drew Snroggo's Yawning auouutlon to the matter, and we up and doing

forthwith,

¢ gaddle, and observed that it DTD din
t COULD have been mistaken for the
beginnings of a ridge leading down to “he Jenolan, particularly as we had been
vnable to SEE the further vad. Ve consoled ourselves with the arsument and
recorded that we had only been delayed by the inclémency of the weather. There
was cvidence that tle wa an old ca tle route by the weathered blazes on the
trees which continued nostc to CunnlagJam(s; where we stopred for Junch, After
passing men engaged in lli

Well, we were on the ULFIR end of t!
quite a bit in the centre wnd therefore

-

P

P 1 down trees to ‘mmprove' access to the Wallg, we
spent the nizh{t at Horong Creek, nnd was 1t cold? We expected to wake up to
qbv”cnqwucovered e.rth in the morn but were only rewarded with rain, Vie hit
the big cawve for a late lunch, very wet and miserahle, and after eating, as
the rain had set in zood znd jroper; scoured the nzighbourhood for that scarce «
commodity known as firewood
(To be continued)
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. AT OUR QR MESTTIG
Three new members Were Wﬂlcomed ~ Peter Jones, who was admitted last month,
Hazel Tirth and ob 1 founger, It was announced that David McGoffin had been

a7z
aduitted, but wac avay in Lrlsbane.

A vote of thanks to Dorothy Lawry was passed, in recognition of all the
trouble she has gone to to prevent the establishment of a sanitary devot on
the Warrah swamp, Dorothy, in reply told us the present position. She has,
at the rejuest of the Woy Woy Counecil, found an alternative site =ad is going
u» there to show izt to the Council., She said that in any case the Council
couldn't go ahead at Warrah witheut the consent of the Park Trustees, one
of whom was Miss CrommeLla.

It was announced thas

comedody had brolken the padlocks on our wmnp drawers,
hough no maps had gone, Bi

il Hall offerasd to repair the damace,

Renece DBrowa said that due to rationing and other difficultiss arising
from the war, the children's Christmas treat might have to be abandonzd tlis
year. It was decided to.attempt to or anise it and to annly to the Ratiouing
~Commission for.the necgss ug¢_sug.llbs. Hemocru were asked to ugve.uuue POt

atoes for thoe \rr:nk . - R

~ . o T e

e e e - -
The Bushwalkers! Scrvices Committie has been very wctive, The Committce

has post . d a copy of ¥Australia ~ Official Hondbook and a collection of

scenes eutitloed "AU"TQ-LC“ to the lads overscas, so as to help them Yto

answer some of th. slagiering questions which they arc asked by folks on the

other side", The Rover Remblers! berbecue yielded £6 xor the Committce, ond the

S.B,W, Dutch uction &3, Iu ad’ition %o the above publications 116 S.- LW

Magrzines, 116 "Wildlifs" nagazines and 15 letters each containing a photo

were pocted in Soptember.

FEDARATION NOTES
Ea .

At the Annual Confe 2rence 1t wes rMCﬁm;end 2 that the PFPederation: ghould
wholeheartedly supnort the Youth Hostels lMovement in such motters as nctive
instruction, help and ,ﬁv1ce, and not limit suuport to the conservation
aspect, as was moved at the Confercnce by Mr, L‘—on*on.

The Hon,S3ecretory was instructed to write to thoe Promi ier, Mr, ilciell,
congratuluting him on his declsion to have over a million acres of ooutnern

e W, dedicated as a Show Hati.nel Park., At the same time the suggestion was,
to be mede that Trustees to manuge the park should be anpointed as represent-
atlves of interssted bodies for short terms instead of an individuals for life.

In conunectirn witH the proposad Elue llountains Hational Park the Concer-
vation DBureau suggestes that three Wi derncbh Areas should be advocated as
follows:=

1‘“00?10 River Chuatr“ from Pre f:st Creeclk to Cea r Creek or
Kedumba Creelk.

¥
2, The Dlue Labyrianth betwe:»n the Warragamba River and Bedford and ‘
Glenbrook Creeks, from the Kings Tableland Road to Emu Plains,
) 1 =
3+ The Wentworth Creck country from Liﬁdc Creek to the Mt.Hay ridges, ¢
These recommendations were endorsed and the Hon,Secretar+ was instructc to write

conveying them to the Dlue lountains Shlru Council as swonsors of the proposcd
pPork, : '
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,IHE LIBRARTY

Many members probably doantt res 11se that weé have in the Club one of the
chaapest librarics in town and one in which you will probably be able to read
»ned new books long befor¢ Jou would °tand chjnce'qf getting them out of an
undinary library. Here are the rules,. :

‘“The Librarian may purchase any bcok wvhen nine people sign a petition
for its purchase and pay a fortnightly Subscription in advAnce. It
ghall be the duty »f the vronoser of the book to collect the subscrip-
tions and hand them-to the llbrarlqn. .- »

Non-fiction books of 1ntercqt to walkers are to be purchased by
the' librarian when five people sign a petition and pay a fortnightly
suchrlpt;pn and the Committce votes the balance of the purchasc price,
The Committec shall not, in any period of six months, vote more than
£2,10,0 for the purchase of.such bocks, L

The charge Tor new books sh:ll be 1d, per fortnlﬂnt (or Dart
thercof) per 2/6 (or p rt thereof) of the book's purchase price,

. The charge for books at prescnt in th.. llbrmry (th“b'lS‘ﬁt.%hc time
- of the formulﬁtlon of these regulations) shall be 1d, for the first
fortnight and 2d. per wuok thercafter,” n

This means that if you want to read any boolk, all you have to do is to.
collect a fortqlght‘s =uoscrlptlon from § others and hand their names and
subscriptionsy together with your. OWH, to the Librarian, If the bonk is
. popular it will talke about 10 minutes to do this, If the book is non-fiction

and of intcrest to walkers (c.u. Elyne Iiitchellts "The Australi n Al»s" you need
only collect four other nam:s and subscriptions) It you. do thlh you will be the
" first to have the books, ' ; '

. I buv;:doﬁe‘thic for a couple of b oks I wanted to read and nad no Aiffi-
culty whatever in getxlnw the necessary ‘subscribers, And when the ‘bork is
bought it is there for good lor yﬂu, or any other menber, to rcad

RT ' :
o/ S A A H, M, Green .

. I heard a voice in the ﬂlght the mreen night, “the warm nlmbt
L WMlgke, for the earth wakesy hoqr its blrth i
T llstenad and hark, through the thick dark, the quick dqrA,
o I heard the green sprouts sprouting all over the carth,
As T crept, soft-stepned, while the world slept. :
Lo, from her grey dream, heavy and c¢old
Earth breke, ‘and the hills woke, and the plains woke.,
And out of the swelling seas in the cast, light rolled
Then like a child the day smiled, and the year smiled, and my
-heart ‘smiled,
For over the tomb of buried gloom
Spring ran wild,
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AS I WA SAYING %

Mr. and Mrs. Charlcs R:1fe have been promoted 4o PARTIIDS, Renson for such
pronotion being the arrival of 2 son.to their establishment, We would like
to takée this oprortunity while congratulating them on this hanny event o2

,

thanking them and Alice Wyborn for the hard work the do for the nagozl
behind the scenes, These hargd working people have the unenviable job of
Roneo-ing the pages ever  month on an old and crazk” machine, We have se<z the
machine and are convinced it is =z conScientious objector, :

-
wl

wr

Further additions to the Junior section of the Bushwalkers, A doughter
to the Iredales, Ken and ierle, and to ir, & irs. Edgar Tardley also a
daughter, The bush is zooing to be pretiy crowded in about twenty years time,

We hodn't seen MNay Bovd in the club for some months so were -pleased to
renew our acqguaintance with her whe. she came in the other night. .She. has
married lately aund is no - Mrs, Jack Simoson,. Now this is off her mind we
hope to see her more olften, : : Lo

Another lass to join the married women's union is Joyce enhedy, Wes
haven!t secn Joyce lately to extrocet any. ianformation from her so we gentt
tell you his name, - .

Was it malice aforethrusht that prompted the Social Committee to stage
> s -
a "Back te Chiddhood" party the othen night, (e had better be brecise,
Friday the 22nd) or hadu't they thought., The results were quite stnrlin
o (=] q ! *

Some people thought, annar ntly that the addition of a bow, or shall it be
beau, was sufficient to transport theun back to those so called happy davs,
Some leaped back and others crawled back to childhood,

For instance, therc was one costume that simply shrieked for attention
but we took the Lind view that it was meant for camouflage, So !!

Rapunzel certainly let down her hair, gorgeous nlaits ther werc too,
biit as we left rather ecarly in the evening we dou't know if anyone took
advantage of the of’ler,

Jean West was g bewitching child with an enticing view of gingham
bloomers, or bloomer, as the trouble sermed to be confined to one leg,

The men found it harder %o get boack to childhood, Thew couldn't kid us
or themselves, and we were almost sure that the exponents of the "Jitterw
bugging™ is that right? would be thrown into the press seits but no luck,
There secmed to be a lot of energy going to waste there, Haven't they heard
of Bushwalking?

We are now looking forward to the Back to second childhood party,
when we hone to be well to the front,
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lcter editions of that “tonic magazine™ The Sydney Bushwalker. DNot helng a

Shake speare, I'm afraid that it is be ond my power to adequately put my

feelings into writing. AlL I can say is, that it is wonderful to feel th
I have not been forgotten b my Yeivi street adventurers’ and that I'm o
looking forward to the do when we will be able to go on those walks. togoh
again, It brings back many sweet memories when I read the earlier oditiovus
theS.D.W, and sets me "adreamin! of the. duys when this ruddy war is oves,

At present we are camped in o verw pretiy spot, surrounded by bush which .
looks very beautiful all dressed for =) ring., All is very quiet and life is
a weo bit slow and guiet but we are lucky in that we have nlent of work to

[32]
v

do and the time flics b almost unnoticed, Ahl! there goes "lights Outit, so I
guess it's time to sa, che-rie» for the. prercnt and thank you ~gain for all
the magazines etc. Happy Dushwelking to all, IT1l be sexing you,

R.H.Smith 19th October 1943, Adv, L.H.W.S8igs, It ic with regret that I
cannot find sufficient time to suitably reply to yout freguent parcels and
reading matter, T can ounly say that I o reciate vour work immensely, and I
must admit that the most e:joyable reading matter that I get, are the
magazines from you and an occasional © Into the Llue®™ from my Sister,

F.S. Mail just in. Another -5.5.77, Thaunks again.

Bill Burke 7th October 1543, You can consider yourself excentionally lucky
in getting this letter. Was rijht out of paper with prospects of further
supplies exceptionally bluak when a couple of War Correspondents strolled
through the ward, This is part of oue of their notebo ks, '

Mo doubt by this time my name will have occupied a line in the leading
dailics, Nothing to it actually, mv 1ittl: guardian angel got lost in the
jungleiand while he was absent the Jap took the oprortunit~ of londing a
mortar a bit close to me, Heard it fired, but my hole wasn't up to ites
usual high class standard - was »ut down rather hastily - w«nd wmr long legs
would insist on sticking out the end, _Just far enough to catch a bit of
mortar shrap at the back of the knee, To quote the medical word "B,W,, left
knee, track appears to be superficial®, -

We were in a bit of a hot svot at the timej he got five out of the
six in the sceotion, killed my bust pal with M,G. fire, but only slightly ",
wournded the other thr e. The are already back with the lads. My only
regret is that I dida't put my brond on enough of them; however, the conmnany
attended to that the following day, just tore straight into them, killed
over sixty and would have got the rest only they were too fleet of frot.

Getting the wounded out up this war is a nretty filthy showe I was
in the battalion R.L.P, for 23 hours before I could be evacuated as they had
to wait for a jeep track to be cut through to us. At that we were luckysj the
mojority of us expected to spend . atb least cnother day there, Can't say I
enjoyed the stay as he was gtill dromuing mortars around tha area - one landecd
in the middle of the R.4,P, which.mé:nt that we all had to lie in holes in
the ground with the dirt falling.in:at the slightest movement, It's a
funny thing that, one can lie in a1l the filth in the world for wezks and 3
not notice it; get wounded aund you devcelop a pascion for clzanliness, I ‘
sow one chap so badly wounded he died within the hour end vet the filth on °
him was all that worried him, The 5 eat moment dawned-at last, howsver,
one of the orderlies just slung me ovaer his shoulder and the first stage of
ny trip comme:iced. ' ' :

Fe
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Letters were received this month from:-
Arthur AustifeeeeeceorerineaarsaendSeBaL
Ted Paterso‘n’quu..................,Rucl«:sack
R¢H.S‘nﬂith...,.,,."..'.";.._._,'. .RllCl’:SﬂCk
Bill‘BU.I‘ke....--.----n-............S.B.Vf.
Jean Ray.--....‘-.........--..... qu.l\’I.VJ.

Sos Gentle writes frm an island Msomowhere in the Pacific,

"There are mowntains on thie island more than twice the height of
”quv“ In my locality I huave buen-on a hike in off duty hours, By followin
a uow road up a range hﬂMHﬂr than Guouogang I reached the present termination
and then continued the climb up a ridge along a real jungle trail, It wa
inscmparably gloomy, even on the narrow ridge, and the unfamiliar flmbers
were interwingled with Pandanus palms entwined with giant creevers, Stragnga
ferms formed a.background to brilliantly coloured butterflies, I haven't
yet sceh the worl ¢ big cst butterfly (troides Alexandrae). which inhabits
the island, but tlose alresdy secn.would rival those of Brazil,

As for reptiles I heven't scen a crocodile yet, nor have I scen the gree
tree snake or the brown tree snake, the death adder or the taipan, the
latter being the sccond largest venemous snake on carth, I don't want to sece
or feel any reptiles and as for the fﬁuna, the bush rats are most troublesome
We hawe tried ingenious ways of tra)ping them and when the right method was
found we caught 35 in our tent in three nights, Rats are considered dangerous
here because ther carrr a bush mite lknown as "Trombicula Minor" respousible
for scrub typhus. RS

‘The mosquifoes are not really bad here because. the swamps are frequently
sprayed with llalariol., IHowever we keszp our bodies well covered at night,
as a precaution,

A;Eﬁp;_ﬁpﬁj;g 15th October 1943, Fod-w I received a copy of the July
s uc of the Dushwalker for which I am truly grateful, It cheers one up to
read of the news from tlie menbers, You will notice by the above address I anm
in New Guinea once again, This time experiencing a much nicer climate than
before, Strange %o say the scenerr is really magnificent, At present where I

am stationed reminds one of our tyoic“llBlb Mountain country. You can rest

assured I do as much walking as posgible and really enjoy it, .~T. hope to be
able to contact Les Douglas before ra turning to the malnlapd also a few more
of the lads whilst moviag about. I hear regularly from George fArcher and Bil
Cawood who have not had such a fortunate tIMu as I, but truc to the real
Auscie spirit are bearing up well as Z2.0.4, We are 21l looking forwerd to
those hapny davs which were so enjoyable in the past and perhaps it will

not be long before we are enjoyiag all those happy times again. Hany thanks
for the nublication s.ut in the past and my sincere regards to all menbers of
the Services Committce for their grea tjefforts. Words can hardly express
appr.ciation for their Uﬂtvrwng work in keeping reading matter up to the

lads away. Regards to all my friends in the club,

Ted Paterson - 16th Yctober 1943. Todar I rececived another magazine from you,

I'm afraid I don't write to wou ver: often to express my sincerc appreciation
of the way in which you hove conctintly kept me supnlicd with the earlier and
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Several Uncg=.dt plays are . being produced
in the Club Room and you are invited to

enjoy their,

Xmas Porty (Full details will he
in next isrue,
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Vialkers Want Weights Weduced.

At least some do and some walirers (like sailors) don't care, The ones
=0 don't care are usunlly big hefty fellows with hairy chests and lunpy
seles and strangely eaxough the littliest frallest slips of girls Who
virtually disaspear beneath a bulging pack,

lioast walkers however make atteupts of varying degrees intensity to
reduce welght, There are various methads, One is the "bludgiug! way.
The "pludgers'! take practically nothing or even less on a trip. JIf i%
roins, some kind soul has a spare groundshest and room in a tent. Meale
are o problem and it is as well for these people to have at least qub:is-—
tance rations on the prineinle of the blind beggar who puts a penny in his ot
tin to act as "burley™., Cf course no real bushwalker ‘would act thus,
Or would he? !

The other extreme is one who encourages "blidgers' the '"just in case"
type who totes along an ewureHCAlqw tool, an axe, a saw and a coil of
rope just in case, -

Weight is an ineidious thing. t won't stay put. As with Peace,
the wice of a light pack is eternal vigilance., In the first place a light
pack is the result of a good deal of experiment and elimination by the
tedious method of trial and error. It is not much use saying to Paddy
"listen Paddy, I'm sold on this lightweight racket, make up a lightweight
outfit for me, Of course you might get a fairly 11mhtwe1@ht set of gear
that way, but the really truly lightweight outfit must be tailor made round
an individuals Tor instance, some folks are so keen on saving avoirdupols
that they will put up with a tent that 1s such a tight fit that they've got to
be poured into it; whercac others suffer from a sort of tentoohpbia and
must have lots of head snd elbow room, Lgain a person will have everything
super-ooper except the Kucksack which must be "good and strong." .

Dut having cchieved a lightwei~ht outfit our camper must still be on
his guard againet such items as heavyweight towels, super scndshoes, and
other gadgets. And even Paddy has been known to put a heavyweight patch
on a lightweight ruck&‘c".

PADDY PALLIN,
327 George Strest

tPhone B3101, v SYDNEY
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GIAR FOR WALKERS ,
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