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EXTRAzlnzisAlenAD ALL ABOUT IT: RONEO ON THE RAMPAGE!
"REMINGTON RAPID REPEATER RUNS REDHOT IN PRODUCING:

e KWEAVSAND Soeqnul ED/cy U/v a

(Complete Coverage of the nlrkby - Colley Comblnatlon.)

Edltorlal Preamble-

They balled us up in club herangued us as we sat around

our camp fires; on walks, paid "social" calls as we-

cooked our. food - then smote ovur ears with landatory eloquence-
they flourished: coloured maps in emphasis, made sketches.and.
speeehes--speeohes longer stlll as time went byi

"Queensland " and they mouthed the word in wide-eyed é%st‘sy.
"“ueensland‘ State of the sun! Days full of glory!l ngﬁ%s
of adventure! Paradise returned to earth!" (Are they on
eommission from the Tourist Bureau?®) ' T

And surely enough some more aspiring members harkened to
their tales of maJesty. Once more we saw them huddled

over tables in the club, poring over maps with roting
rotometers, running up distances on red- hot slide- rules .and
totlng up food tallies on ready-reckoner

. a

They ve - gone ag(ln-~-<nd we bless them.- Fof in their wake
they left a magazine completel .

Five Returns, Dulbolla, Plesse % - ‘Ray:Kirkby . . Page 2.
The VWestern McPherson Range -7t 7 Allex Colley - - Page 4.
Confessions and. Impress1ons -+  .Jéan Thirgood Page 8.

Benighted - - -+ Edna Garrad Page 10,
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The inimitable Ray Kirkby gives the low-down on the lighter side;
Forestalling eny libel suit by the Railways, we lay the entire article
before you as his, and his alone. R :

"Five Returns Dulbolln; Plesse."

My desh, do you wish to be booked together with your parrot
to Kilimanjaro via King's Cross? Or do you wish to know how to do
the- cheapest submariné.-trip up the Yangtze Kiang? If so, I am your
man. I am wonderful and I admit it myself. Of course I had to -
learn by hard experience but I moy as well cash-in on 1% Bnd, in
yedrs to come, as I drive pnst in my magnificent limousine from :
the palatial offices of "Dulbolla Travellers' Aids" 1o my -princely -
mansion, "Dulbolla", set in the broad acres of "Dulbolla Park™, I
see you cowering in the gutter with your dirty rucksack and snying,
"He mnde his money out of ug". ) ' ' ‘

Any simpleton onn. go to the Roilway and ask, "Is there or
is there not o certain train running?" - We have so much practice
At that kind of question that we nll ~re quite proficient. But
how meny are oble, wihen required, to tell the Rallways where to
get off - at leanst, th:t is, of course where you want to get off -~
or rather where to get off if they will not 1§5‘you off where you
want to get off. o .

However, nctions spenk louder thon words, let us to » concrete
example. S o S

To commence our tueenslond trip.I consiaered it advisnble
to alight from the Brisbnne Express 2% Dulbolla. Dulbolla is &
siding sbout 60 miles from Brisbane having quite three houses ~nd
no platform but only nbout = mile from the township of Rathdowney.
The N.S.W. Rnilway Guide does not mention the plnce so resort hnd
to be made to "Encuiries". Here come my first triumph. 7You know
how the clerk, if asked the time of the train to Sulphsnilamide.,

. mostly rattles it off without reference to index or p=ge? This

time he hnd to make n fow enguiries from me before he could procced.
Then he seized o Hueenslond Guide =nd, like & huntsmnn getting. the
fox, his eyes gleamed as he actually saw the neme "Dulbolla" in print
for the.first time. Likc the Sun surrounded by its plonets, like 2
lovely princces$ with lesscr ladies clusterced to her, like flies nround
a piecce of bread and jam, Dulbolla wihs hemmed in by A symbolism which

- would hoave inspired Pitman. They werc all represented - X,f,p, sSco

pnrge 68,%,:: é, and & which menns "Don't spit wherc the plntform ought
to be™ cnd ﬁ%ﬁ which me~ns "When you get two differcnt ~nswors to the

" cne quostion, don't belicve cither™ and, yep, there it is, 111, which

‘there on Sat.

peans "Stops on Tues. Thurs. and Sat. it reguired”. And we should be

0f course, I nm not bl-ming Alex. for whot happened. PerthS'I
should anve had my party in for tutorinl classes twice n woek.

However, aAlex, offercd to buy the tiekets - just "Five returns Dulbolla

plense". Apparently, nfter mnking discreet cnguirics, the mon
ondcavourcd t0 hide his ignorance by s2ying that he could.notxlssue
return tickots therc and fhet Alex would have ta coccept tickots 1o

0
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Brisb-:nc "which is nbout the some". Not having sufficiont d~t~ 1in his
possession Alex neqguicsced. After sifting =11 the ovidence I

gnthered that N.S.V. 1s unnble to. issue return tickets to Nuccnslnnd
strtions other than Brisbanc but wh t riled me was th~t, on a distance
cnleul~tion, the overcharge wes nbout £1 per ticket ~nd wie did not want
to usc 2 considersble proportion of the roturn ticket at all. Why -
could we not buy rcturn thkth to the Bord r and then get single
cxtcensions to Dulbolla? : - -

The officinl roluctqntly agroed th~t this could be donc but snid
it would mrke 1ittlo differcnec in cost so I had to mnke 2 lot of
calcul~tions to prove otherwise and thon, only then, did he.nbandon his
defences nnd surrcnder, knowing that I h~d nn ntom bomb up c¢ach tlzeve.
With good grrce (~nd, I felt, with somo respeet ~nd ~ tingoe of
admiration for mc) he_h¢ndod me back lots of five pound notes —nd told
me how to procced. ' o : . :

The imprnet of » ticket to Border Tunncl onto the brain of the
teain officinls hnd varying cffcets: Some oxpresscd great nmstonishment.
others lookod =t it os pcoplec grob;bly looked ~t the first neroplnne
and yot showed not the lgnst: curloQ1uy. In the c¢arly hours of the
morning, wien it wns still dark, ~ ticket oxrwminor cime through the
train And happencd to gateh Jeﬂn w¢y from her homc brsc.
Unfortunntely, whoh he asked Jesn where she was going, she could not-
remember beyond the fact that "It gt rts with 'D'". Ho suggzoested

"Docpwrter.  Perhqps Dapto.  Not Dungog? Doondidec, Dorrigo, Dubbo?
He conducted Jenn brack to the comp*rtmbnt to °ﬁtlsfy nlmself th2t it
wisn't Gla dosvillb."Th n hoe beeame: guite kcon to know where we

"1 nnel Flowers"™ wore wi Jdking - ~pprrently he h-d denlth with
puculiar p“oolu bpforo., -

hlthln = hundred miles of our destination we got guitc " jumpy"
ns to whothor the trnin might forget or not be ndviscd to stop nt our
destination. So I plapned to ask the engine driver =t Cosino whether
he intonded to stop. Howover, just as I arrived at the cngine, a '
stoetion officinl hr.ndoed him o "form on which, n» e~rbon copy, I could
scc the word "Dulbolla" writtcn.

"Only onc stop today", he said chooerily, "Dulbooln™.
"Dulbolla", corrcctea the cngincdriver hrughtily.

The rond: m"y. have b.cn hnrd but the climnx s worth it.
The cexpress came to o strndstill nnd « voicc e¢.1lcd out "Sc:ts
numbers forty two to forty six - Dulbolla"™ ~nd thc conductor gnvoe
us advicc on how to »#light from ~ ftrnin 2s rucksacks, dilly bags,
brown popor gﬂrcbls nnd cardbonrd boxcs woro flung out ~nd he ~nd
oumerous passchngcers, whose honds protrudced from windows, 7w tho
incxpressible Sight'of girls jumping onto the rnils.

My dcah, we werce thorc and, botwesn us ~nd Rathdowncy, only
2 mile of roand and fifty por cont of Dulboll:ls fouwlynrds.
N



"flfnks unprotceceted by . foothills. All tho high perks overlook 2 large
scetion of the country deseribed. ‘ ‘

L
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As Alex Colley handed me his "copy", I could see the fire
burning in his eyes, and divined that he was even then Mfighting
through jurgle, olimbing rook faces, sidltngvround oliffgieds™-

THR WESTLRN MoPEERSON RANCE.

As far ss I know the Western MePhorson region was, until
pcnetrated by Wal Roots snd Ray Lirkby, aractically untrod by the .
foot of Bushwalker, so it may bo as wall to sny whore it is before
prococding to a mountain-by-mountain description. Perhaps the
eosicst way of sxpleining the layoub without 2 map is to imagine
we ~re standing on Vilson's Peak, from which we would sce most of
the plnccs described. Wo should be on the border, 60 milecs from the
const and 60 milos SSW from Brisbane, though we could not guite sec
thc sea nor the city. At this point tho MePherson Ranf s joins the
Grent Dividing Range. Looking Bagt ~long the roago we should secc
Mount Lindesay, 16 miles away, Lamington, 40 mileos nwey snd the paoak
of Mount Wnrning on the horizon. The Divido comss up from the WSW ~nd
conbtinues, at right angles, towards the NNW. About 10 miles NNW, on
the Divide, would bo Spicer's Gap wherc wo started our wrlk. This
gection of the Divide - bastweon us and Spicer's Gap and beyond - 1is
really a high cscarpment on tho edge of tho Darling Downs. We should
be ot the source of thoe Conunming River, flowing west; the Clnronce,
flowing south; nnd nezr the sQUrca of the Lognn, flowing north cast.
We could nlso see the sourcc of the Richmond, boyond Mount Lindesay.
In the foreground, towards the North Enst, would be n plain on which
were A mumber of isoloted mountains, rnd btow.rds Mount Lindosay, the
messive folds of Mount Bnllow nlmost obscuring the penks of Barney
beyond. Many of these mounteins np ear to be npeicnt volesnic cones,
and the cscarpment on tho Divide might be the remainder of Iava
stromms from those concs. The McPhcerson Ronge itsclf is renlly &
string of scparate mountains Goanceted by low snddles. Both the o
ranges ~nd the sceparate mount-ins risc strright from thu plain, their

Lot us now come down from Wilson's Terk to join the rost of the
onrty, consisting of Rny Kirkby, Bdan~ Gorrnd, Ted Constablc =nd Jean
Thirgood, as they step down the errri~ge footboards ot the rnil siding
of Dulbolla, 30 miles to the East, S '

wo walked loss th~n n milc th't cvening O our first cnmp-site,
on the Log~n River just outside R-thdowncy. At this point we wore
about 1% w@ilcs from Mount Barncy, which riscs strnight from the ploin
to n height of 4434 feot. Wo rosc .early to be rownrded by ~O Elioth
Gruncr rcindering of the mountzin, -its nsccnding domes and Spires
P~thcd by the rising sun in softly lumipous surple light. -Tproughout

“the trip the first wnd 1ast rays of tho supm g-ve us mhny similar

mount2in vicws, though nonc so brentht~king ns our first.

At Rnthdowney we arrsnged for provisions to be sont to Mount.
Lindesay for us to pick up o wock latoer, thon travelled by car, past
the abrupt mount:ins, rising out of the plain, to Spicel's Grpe As we
sppronched the Divide its 3000 foot c-storn face looked neArly
vertieal,. npnd preseatod wn almost regulnn, gorrugnted appoarancc.
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Mﬁny of the ranges hﬂvo thls qppwr nee in thu dlstﬁnco, glVlng
impression of countloess nges of weathering, romlplsCth of - Qlcturub T
hrve scen of rrid ranges in Wostern China,” The ~rid oppcnrance is nn
illusion c:uscd by ~ dbup covering of brown grass, which is oftcn. the
main coverlng of the . stebp slopes. In summer thoso slopes nIrC grocn.

From our- cnmp in Qplcbr s Gnp we cllmbod SplCuf'o Punk - nd Mounts.f'
fitchell ~nd:-Cordée uX. .. Mount Mitchell 2nd Spicor's Peck nrc In tho
shapc of 1rrugul“r pyramlas. . Their castern side.is nn 2lmost vortlc 11

trinnguler c¢liff fnce, rising to thsharp peck, whils thulf wostorn BT

cdgc slopes gradually to the Darling Downs. - In the dcep gnps between
the peaks arc the sources of stroms flowing west to the Cond-mine
River on the Downs.  Climbing the penks wins not vaery difficult. Tluris
Tourist tracks go neA rly to the top of Mitchell ~nd Cordcrux, which =wre.

on crch side of the mrin romd through Cunningh-m's Gap. The "lovor spu -

spurs of the mount~ins. nrc mostly opcen bushlnnd c¢lothod in dccep brown .o
K-ngnroo Grrgs, whilec ncar the top there is - mixturc of open. grassy
fidges, Junglu 'nd rock. fages. It is usunlly JOuSlblO to pick your
route up °s you climb, but very difficult to find = way down' if you do
not retrrcc your Stups. The descent of Mount Bnrney took nonrly clght
hours' wn 1k1ng tlme. : . :

It w111 be runWlseq th't it \ould bu 1m90851blo to W lk long tho
top of the rnnge as we should in most of our loc .l roages, beenusc you
would be, constuntly climbihng thce peaks, fighting your way through
junglc, climbing Tock faccs ~nd 51d11no rouhd cliffs. ..It is usunlly
best t0 walk' ot the foot of the ramge. If you tricd this 'in the ranges .
nenr home you would be continuously climbing in and out of creck beds, .
but, bscruse of thé nbscncs of Fodthills, most -of tho .country: bono”th
this range is gontly unduln ting with 1on sadales. betwecn the scpttur¢d‘

. hills. £o frem Spcecer's Gap wc mnde our wny down the grassy. opcn

forested ridges: ~nd slopes to the clco nred ¢ ttls country bélow. It
wns rich volennic grasslnand, warm snd plonsant in the northern winter
sunshine, ~na dellghtful for camping. Most of the crcck bods were
dry, but ﬂbfu‘”ﬂd ‘there thoe watcr come to the surfrace nnd there WOTe
springs ~nd soaks in side crocks. lic comped in full vicw: of Mount
Stenmer, ~n imperious mass of horizontnl stratn and stoep brown
corrugﬁtod slopvs thrustlng nﬂgostlo 11y inte the 1ow10nas.

Next d- y WG Cllmbpd PﬁnOf“m"POIHt fLom wnleh Wu could sec the
extrnordlnﬁry rock frow tion known =s.. Hhe Stonmer (behind Mount e
Stemer - i.C. 0 the Bast). It consists of » long cliff facc, then
n gnp in which.=re two rock pylons,; pérhaps 200 fect high nnd qulto
unsc-lenble, . thed o continuation of tho, cllff.  With vory llttle

imnginn tloﬂ 1t looks like ol steﬁmSnlp.‘

. Another q~y s Wnlk brought us to the COﬂQ,ﬂlDO Grp. We -roached

r“ithc; Gnp At sundown. An iey-cold wipd blow- through it’ from the West so
st wentia few. yOrds inted the jungle for out- crmp. Ve loocked out into
.open country where the wind blew by day and frost formcd

at night,

but it was snoug and still under our. forvst G~ NOPY- QﬂWn wxs hwrﬁlded
by & duet betwcen n dingo -and . coW - plmost liko A 'Tlg“r W*lk -
not. that I'm }ncineratin' -of course.
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T North:of tho'Gﬁg is the hlghbst p01nt of thu rﬁnges’ Mount
Superbus (4,493 ft.) ond“to the,South is Wilson's Penk. The
view from thd .latter: h s .alrendy:. bocq desceribed But not the scns~tion
of St“ﬂdlng on the border of: two, §tntes, ~t the Jupctlon of two long
‘ranges, and nt.or neor. the sourcc of fouL large rivers.  Hnlf o n;lo'
benen th us was the very. start of thoe gre*t Dorling River, rising hoers
awid dense domp jungle =s 2, 1ittlc wmount:in stre~m,; soon to flow
leisurely porth-west over the Do rllng Downs, thon curv:pg round to the
South, changing its n-mc to Culgoa, pklhwps digqﬁ‘O“flné sometimes i
the arid west, thém joining with the Barvwon’ to* form tho Dnrling sind
flow. slugélshly townrds S.A. over thp cxpansc.of the far western plain.
Both'W1lsop ~nd Superbus 2rc ensy to climb bcc*uso oi n r~bbit-proof
fence' kending up to their summits. This is 0ot the main border feneco,
but is. similar %o it, ~nd the trrck. ﬁlong51do it provides unobstructud
wnlking ~long & d.uoh Junglb Lenoviny. O0ften we prusced ns we came to the
giant butirossced bolc of =~ trce, to. g“zc upwards »t tho folinge I r
rbove. | Somc ‘of the lrricst t"OOt were strrnglcer figs wiich had -long
_ 8ince. enveloped their hosts. . Tho outsidoe circumfurcnee round .tho:
-~ buttrosscs nd ~dventitious roots =t the -bnasc of some of. the .treos .
ot hove qusurbd 40 feet or morc.  Somc of the Iargcst treocs: '
nppenrea, by their leaves, to be glﬂnt stlnglng trees, often 100 or
mora feoot high. The olde T trocs werce covered with orchlds lichecns,
vines, staghorns, clkhorns =nd other growths. Below were su 11
bwcul ria pﬁlms stlnglpg trees, monkey vines and mony other sub-
bropienl flora. .0n tho crcsts of tnb hlgh rldgos wore Some flPO
. spcecimons of hoop plne. L :

. Two. dn ys! walk through open tlmbor pot unllko our Bluegunm -

- Forest snd through morc cluared country ané jungloe brought us to

© Mount LanpSﬂy.- Most -of . the way we followod fhe border. fenece.
Though this involved = very steop climb.sover Mount Clunic, any
~q°1tu;ﬂ“thu route would hnvo. beoon. much further or: rouohor. Lindesay -
is 2 bosutifully. proportioncd mountain, its lowar slooos rising
esymmctrlcwlly to sup.ort a verticeol: block of bas~lt 600 or morc
foot high. As We M) )rowehed the mountnin its bn 'sc Wos-blcondcd with
the VlOlut ¢vening hhze 2nd its squsrce rock summit Wwng spotlightoed
by tug scttlng sun ngninst. thy floceulent: rosp-rod clouas above.

Next day we ~ttempted to climb 1t bat didn't ITike Lhu ~1lmost por-~
pundlculﬂr shrub- to—shrub ascbpt.;'T*q Constnble, howcver, wns uh-
dismayed. -Hc reached -the - top- 2nd when 1ntprv1owed (2t the bottom),,
described the "view .as awe inspiring rather th:in boautiful. Ray
had been up beforo but: must hnave travcllod too. fﬁst to ﬂOthu tho
hair-raising’ naturc of ‘the ’SOuPt. : :

.. Our ncxt. stop wnas at tho- foot of. Mount B“rﬂpy‘ TﬂlS ig prob~bly
~the most imposing mounte=in in Austr lis, a8 ‘it riscs strnight from
nenrly. 1prl country gome BO0 foet qbove sen lovel to » height of
4434 feot. | It is- d1f¢1cu1t though not drngerous to climb., Ve

T ollowed Bﬂxney Crc wiiich riscs ‘between Moupt Barncy ~nd Mount
B~ 1low, ﬁmd CRTG to 2t most spectacular gorge.: From the bottom of
the c01ge we Looked: up an-almost unbroken .rock faccto the west poak
of Barnay. Tho crenk poured through a - nar:ow gap 1nto a. groat pool
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which could be resched . only by crawling through & hole in the rock
wall. Ve believe that on the uppér-reaches of this creek, if any-
where, there may be’ ‘s truly primitive area. There is no grazlng and
almost certainly nd route for.taking out timber. It may. even have
escaped fires. A week or more could well be-spent in exploring tho

Barney locality.

Anyone 1Yanning a trlp to the McPhersons should go in the per-
iod from April to September. These are the dry months when heavy -
rain is unusual, though we were t0ld there were floods last June.
There was not a’ qrop of rain and hdrdly a cloudy day during our
fortnlght’s trip. 'The icy wind which blew from the West during the
- first few days, is, we were told, to be expected uurlng the W1nter

thouoh usually somewhet later..l‘ ‘ :

In this reglon nature by prov1d1ng a heavy summer ralnfall
has stayed the destructive hand ‘of man. . During the hot wet summer
months the jungle is too green e} burn. There is evidence of grass .
fires, but. few areas where there have been tree-top fires. It
is all cattle oountry, being too wet for sheep. The SOll 1s fer-
t;le and the grass cover dense. Man, for his wn good, has helped
by exolualpg rabbitsy Thus ‘the’ flre ‘droughts, sheep and rabbits
-team h&s never:got a start on the mounta1ns which show no-sigps
of erosic . Much of the country is too rough for timber-getting
and here man has- co-operated 9051t1vely - reserving some of the
best remaining forest areas. . . S :"‘Z“

Thls artlole woulo “fiot be- complete W1thout a note on the lus—-
cious Queernsland fruits and vegetables.; We had pidegp,les, custard
agples and some tomatoes and other vegetables. The fruits were
. rich and sweet, even the tomatoes were tweet and the vegetables

full of c1st1nct1ve flavour. By comparison our local products are
" mere skins filled with cellusose and water by the use of forcing
fertilisers. In time %o come I believe -thet Southérn Gueensland
~will be entlrely pogUlated by voraolous vegetarlans._ : :

et T VALKS J?ROGRAMMB

These two walks have been 1nter cnanged

Leon Blu.er Mlttagong - Nattal Walls - Nattai Pass - CourldJah.
_ - .. .8et down for Oct_ 11, 1z, 10. Wlll ‘take place on

Sept &0, £l ‘2&

‘ Ron Knlghtley Tallong - Badgery s - Tolwong - Bungon1a Tops - =
. Msrulan. Set down for Sept. 50 ol 22 Wlll take
plaoe on Oot ll 1z, 15.
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Jean Thirgood handed in some lovely paper which, .by invoking =
the Prime Minister's complete staff of cipher experts, we decoded as
being -- more Jueenslandi . . .. ot 0 b Lo

‘"Confessions and Impressions”

This pertains of course to the "trip" and whilst being in that
stage of reuorse and misery when memories flock around, -& decision
has been reached that "Life in Cities" is a mereifarces - However, I
gather this mood must pass and ere now a little joy will once again,

begin to seen from ore's immediate surroundings.
= M h al

Our destination was (ueensland to strangers, Southern Queensland’
to peoplé les:, strange and the Border to our intimates.  And Dulbolla .
was only & little trifle tossed hither and yon with ‘incredulous
ticket inspéctors. The Engine Driver was the only living soul who
knew! And lo-and behold as if he were our benefactor and guardian he -
sto.ped the ‘train at Dulbolla snd we alighted, to the great
amazement and deep interest of all who witnessed the event.

We loaded our protesting backs with many pounas, and .each S
carrying & parcel in hand - inh two instances this contained 55 medium -
sized carrots and 60 medium Sized onions - we began. However, &
dumping ground was selected after great deliveration, gnd portion of
our gear and food was £:nt on 10 be colléetéd latér, when we greeted.
it as do old accuaintances who have undergone mady.strange experiences
in the interim. ' ' 3 : o

The variety snd number of instructions delivered by our leader .
to the unsuspecting countrysiders formed a pleasant store in my mind
upon which to ruminste when the need. for something to worry about
arose - having loeked in vain for other sources. Except once, that

is. Vhen our worthy Benighted were but fledglings at this occupation, .-

the. howling gales and bitter cold were fitting stiuull to my heated.

imagination - portion of such heat being generated by their own unused, |,

doviny sleeping-bags. But they dashed into camp the following morning
aglow and.agog after their comparatively pleasant night spent in the
. jungle., And I who had been lying awake the night thru - worrying -
had not even time to heat the.meal of the previous evening for them
a2nd it must bée admitted that @ splendid opportunity for worrylng was
overlooked when the Benighted spent the darX hours on Barney. This
mighty filerce mountain deserves. a real neme.. Having scrutinized it
carefully they had decided that climbing Barney was fitting only for a
trapeze artist, so high and nooky and wild ¢ld it seem. But the
courageous were undauated and set off .at near dawn but d:& not return
$till 11.30 A.M. the following'daytzzAﬂqyxhan_I'could,aot my long
awaited role of ministering angel, for:they looked worn and as if torn
both mentally and physically from indescribable sufrerings. Sleeping
between joagged crags and boulders-oh-a fairly sheer mountain side in
the biting wind, and suffering the tortures of imminent death from an
unruly fire which threstened to dancs madly round the crazy peaks was
not unduly ocomfortsble, it seems. B

iy
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The Border Fence i 'but an impoverished concept to the unenlighted.
Not having previous acguaintahce Withi such & phenomenon my imaginction
depicted it as a stark;tall‘unintereSting wire erection désigned to-
torment stray animals, inclusive of the human species. Butb herd W3
discovered a friendly thing, for if one tired of Gueensland one could
pop back quite conveniently to homely N.S.W. Not so the rabbits for
they are regarded with Just ire by the Queenslanders and sturdy
hooanuary riders keep.watchful guard over their meanderings. This
Fence, moreover; was heedless of hills or dales and trotted o ¢ -
uncompromisingly up mountain sides which aporoached the neax. vertical,
and toopling over a trig, fell down the other side. : Why on édrth
rabsits wolld choose such an occupation remains & suzzle. BUt apart
from these small-incohveniences we. found it a delightIul trail along
which to. roam.” Ve could walk very comforvably along thru soft ferns
and gaze at ‘thé towering timbers bedeciced with staghorns and trailing
vipes and we could look into tie mysterious dcpths of the jungle Irom
our unimpeded pathway and watch the cool »Hlay of light and softened
gloom in the -green depths pbeyord. And. one cvgning after a stupendous
day .when the search for water =as imminent and the moon had becn
accoiipanying us for an hour Or more o man-made contraption called a
tank was. -nicely set in the t 1l grassés. And the bank was fitled

with:wateris .

.. But Lindesay! Ve Tirst saw Lindesay at ver; close.guarters
looming. up starkly in'a‘greenish light, and gathering clouds were
threatening the ramparts. Byt &t stilll loser quarters it was .sunset.
Walking thru places which were all "Rlue Gums" putbt btogether and more,
we watched the flecked clouus Show up nink behind the darkening tree
tops. And we swung around 5 curve onté Lindesay. It was aglow. with
g.ntle fire but' it remained mysterious and aloof like some fairy castle
full of unimaginable things. Coen T E , .

Lindesay remained a mystery to -most of us for it is only to a
select few thut its secrets are yielded. . This few should be designed
in make for treading.alrily into. spacs vhen the.-grass trees and
‘erumbling rocks 'do .nov ingpire-earthly - faithy -

Barney, now is a different proposition.. .On gnother trip we
stumbled fairly easily and accident:lly onto a wondexrful vantage
‘point, from which %o hrize gsome of: ils secrets, We.gazed into its
cragsy heart with its sheer rock faces and little gapS joining some of
. its peaks. " Forming. the whole pahoramg, 1ioto .2 cohesive whole was a
: mighty_gorg&fpouring”forthfﬁoisywwatbrs;-and-away_to the right the
mountain peaks fell more gpntly dovin, . cut by anotner stream of longer
history and more_patieﬂt'behaviour.‘rThereﬂis‘a,camp,site belonging
to this part of the story whoich is only in our imagination as yet.
But I think it is worth travelling nearly 600 miles to camp in this
enchanting place. Wé;‘gdor“thingsiydiscovered it when our stay was
over. Not that it is .a reflection on our Other camp sites. For
they.werefdelighﬁfyj_and{tpe_wgafhek'ﬁrcgted,us,to.a quite -exemplory -
“serformance. St ‘ o .

op it
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In contrast was the country further west. ~Ha¥ving said goodbuy to
one of our party in the salubrious town of Woodenbong, a centre noted
for its service cars and gangling poor blz2cks (but considerably
enlivened by them 'ikers) we.toured through less and less attractive
country. Our spirits were low from dust, poor ring barked trees
and scrubby scrub and a spatter of rain made the dust more murky. I
thought "What a dreadful hole" and looked out once again to sce a
notice board saying "Wilsons PTownfall" and was shocked into activity.
Our destination! But we revived after a cuppa brewed in the deservuad
Court House. : ‘

For the last two days we were all pioneers and as such had
been our troubles, but we only suffered for one half day and in the
afternoon of this'day had some interesting views of granite formations
Wwhich burst forth from the surroinding countryside. It was here we °
had our coldest camp, right under a granite mourtain and (I think) at
over 3500' and also in the middle of swampy land covered by pink,
frost-bitten grasses. As the moon rose up at the side of the domed
- wountain the dingoes uttered plaintive lament and left an eerie
geus ition to keep us company.

Incidentally, Wyburbe National Park wsg’ what we were looking for.
As usual this was a local mystery but I think we did just touch its
. boundaries. ' - : ' s

My last impression was Wallangarra. Dust and stock routes and
darkness looming, and someone saying Jjokingly "We'll take our. torches
and do the town". This proved only too true and after a small attempt
to locate the town: from the station we remained put - at which it
began to rain and meant it. ? ' o ‘

‘So our story just cbout ends with some really generous treatment
by the Q'land R.R.R. in the matter of dinner and with each member
having a comfortable journey home. -

But Lindesay, Barney and the others belong to n remote world and
have #lready assumed a dre-mlike guality. /

Edna Garrad madé"sure we'd'print her version - typed it -out ﬁl

toto. A treatise upon the Art of comping out - completely outl

"Benighted"

nlkers do not often find themselves benighted, but on &
‘receizsﬁéiiday in the McPhersons and the Great Dividlng Rnnge Wi twice
had this experienée within a fortnight. Our cnmps were in loggdy ur
sunny valleys or in gaps betwecn the peaks, and from here we did ©
climbing without packs. '

On the first ooossion, we climbed Mt. Cordeaux in the morning and
in the afternoon three of the party deecided to traverse M;tchel} S
Peak and meke our way back to Spicex's GAp where our cAmp WaS situsted,

. R Y
Nt~ e i .p",. ’

Ry
R
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There is 2 tourist traqk.from_bhé;gﬂpgprmqticaliygtouthe top of the
peek, nicely graded. : On arrival.,we-hodq-n glorious pznordmic view of
plains and peaks,:although is wag so.windy we -had to hang on to grass
trees and smnll shrubs to prevent ourselves being blown off! -On the
far side of the mountain there is no track and we made our wny through
jungle and grass. It took coiisiderably longer than we anticipated nnd .
nlthough we expeeted to be reaching comp in torchlight we thought that
by the time it was dark we would be on o track again. However we took
o wrong ridge and had to retreat n~nd then found ourselves wondering
around in the jungle on the rangse~by the light of one torch between
three of us - being scratched by thorns nnd torn by brambles in
vnmereiful fashion. Ve got on to what proved to be the right ridge
and ns the torch was about fihnished and there nppeared to be a sheer
cliff nhead, we madc crmp os best we could without tent, slecping bag
or groundshect. We were At ahout 2,000 ft. above segh:

_ Jevel and it

was the middle of June. -Need T siAy morc? We built #dlarge fire, and
would hrnve liked an equrlly large fire behind us, but the wind was .-,
high and even with the little fire we did build the flPmes would sweep
townrds us in the wind. We had no water ~nd very'little food; = -
mouthful of chocolate and some reisins.: We made a.¥ed of grass and
settled down t6.wait for the dawn. Surprisingly enough however we did
get 2 considerable amount of sleep.  One member of the party was so
near the fire thnat the 'following day found his brck burnt and blistared
through his shorts! I awnkened =t one strgc to find the beddirg on
fire ns we had =11 edged closer to the warmth ~nd vorked the grnss
with us. -When dawn.c~me we found that the secemingly. difficult clifif
was ensily negotiated and we were brek ot cnmp in nbout forty min-
utes. «The.balance of the party had spent 2 very comfortnble night

on our sleeping bags andd we “rrived in time to pre.arc their morning
tena!l So much for our anticipation of+staggering into c~mp to be
welcomed with food and drink. However the food that they had cooked
for our tea the night before mnde A very good breakfrst.. ER

On the sccond occasion we hnd climbed Mt. Barncy (the: grandest
mountain.I hnye-ever seen) and hnd sought o route down a ridgd Wwith- -
out success. We¢ hnd ‘wasted considerable time looking for the 'ridgé
and were still not very.far from the 4,000 ft top when it begean to
get darkish. The going was terrific. Ve were gwinging along on

~s2pplings like Tarzans oné minute, crawling under logs tho. next,
walking on ferns nnd having our legs subsidc into spncc unexpectedly
and somewhat painfully.the next. Then there were rocks.and.rock faces.
%0 be nogotinted nnd pieccs of skin seemed somehow to be continually
left behind so. that our hands ~nd knees becrme very tender and the
scratches -of -fresh:thorns was agonising. Vie continued on unkil (it .
was so dark that it was dangerous in torchlignt, and once again- . .
settled down for a night. This ti.e nowever there was insufficient .
space to lie down, the only possible place to make & fire on the
hillside being a small portion of rock enclosed on three sides, but
with & nasty crack which allowed the draughts through. A fire was 1lit
- amd immediately the whole area in which we were sheltering was aflame,
the sparks having caught lots of dry leaves and small sticks etc. It
was only by quick action that the one rucksack we had was pulled to
safety. " A1l that night the buys were making trip.; to the outer edgs



of the-rocks to-extinguish smell--fires which- -sharted. - The wind was
again high and sparks were blown everywhere. During the nlght the
sky became very overcast and I had visions of torrential rain
beating down on us, but this wWas . SOmethlng we were spared. The
last straw as far as I was concefned ‘was when: a. bush rat ran across
the rca? of the shelter. We had Qract1cally no sléep and werc very
glad when dawn came, It had been a strenuous climb up on to Mt. Bar-
ney and it was a strenuous climb down by the routc we took. Ve
were cxbtremely glad whon we resched camp at- about 11 A.M. Ve ate
enormous quantities of food, ftucn stretched out in the sun for &
heavenly slenp. By next morning any discomforts were forgotten and
we Started off for frpsh flelds to conquor.

- STOP-PRESS ON_THE STORKI

Do you knd%/whatﬂ ¢ hear éi:i’the Tgon" born 1o Wal and
Miriam .Roots in the last issue has been christened Margarct
Rosallnd’ It scems that we picked the wrong stork. Our doopest
apologlps to the parcnts.

Now this stork took a lot of catching, but we have authoritéﬁivo
1nformatlon that arhother ex-President is rocking a cradlc. Way
back in Februsary, the Richard Crockewrs aaded Caroline Marjoric to
the famlly trece. Yos, that was why thoy missed their first
rpunlon. Both mother and daughtﬁr doing woll.

Did you know the rouson bchind the bxtra brordnoss of Bob
Bastoc's smile the other night in e¢lub? In case you did not, & |
personal interview with the proud pappy (Mother, Mary, was of course
at home) clicited the full 3od1groo of thc nocw colt. Sex, male;
name, Jonathﬁn dnte, 18.7.46; woeight at birth, 8lbs. Long in
limbs, ~nd: sergﬁms 1ike o bushwalkcr on & ridge. .

thll% Garrad pow answers to the name of "Mothbr" undtonce-
again we have the nnme of tho child (just to prove welve got the
right sex&}. Mary Vincssa, a8 unothgr tramper of futuro trQ1ls.

Who Wlll be next? Rumour has it that cvgnts wro Jendlng. Watch
next issyc for furtacr developmentsl Apply this offlce for '
‘ thkLtS 1n the SWGLQSt’ku on, thc Stork




