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OE THE BEACH

. - Ardennes,
Stretch out your hand,

cool from the touch of the sea,
Stretch out your hand to ma.
Here on the sand

lay your loved body down-:
beside me, slim and brown;

and let the benison

of summer sun

doscend, and bripng ocontent,
nay, ecstasy. :

In silence lie, :

and with our hcads low bent
receive the Sacrament,

“the large communion

of carth and scea and sky,

From these, blest tripity,

bure strcams of healing run -
the chalice of the sun

brims golden winc, : '

S0 come, drink doep,'drink-long; . -
and in the saving torrent, harsh with brine,
cure the soul's wrong. : : A
Liec still, 1lie still, and rest
upon the carth's warm breast,
and rise renewed and atrong.
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Lifers?
A discussion on the guestion, "Should we haveiLife

'~ Membership," by the bush(ed) philosophers, o
s : L ‘ Socrates & Anopheles.

Sncrates: Consider the Bushwalkers, O Anopheles, in form so like

- humans, to the common man mere persons, distinguished only by a
propensity to seek out the rough and stony places shunned: by men
of reason. Yet withal, persons of infinite variety.

Anopheles: To me, they all look passing similar, differing from
the untutored savage only in the possegsion of the lates?
accessories of light-weight camping., s

Socrates;: Indeed, no, Anopheles, ~ They may look similar as they
cower beneath their groundsheets when the elements team about
their heads; but their varieties are legion and distinet, and .
their social structure governed by ritusls most complicated, as is
ghown in the Constitution, or Schedule of Rites. They are
divided into the active, the not-so-aetive, the non-active, the
financial, the unfinsncial, the legally unfinanéial (oxr Honorary), L
not to mention the prospeet, the - suspect, and the "annual" ‘ "
variety who, like a God, spesks but once & year---at the Ides of
March. Observe that these distihetions are based upoa money,
activity or loquacitys Honour, it would seem, has no place in
their morality. o _

Anopheles: Why should it? They do not walk for honour,

Socrates: Quite so, Anopheles; but they do not only welk., And

bhink that in their lives they are not without virtue; nor
are they beyond redemption., - ‘ '

Anopheles: That's what you -think--er--I mean, thy anslysis msy be
correct. C T L

Socrates: Yes, if thou perusest their Constitution thou shalt find
Tr CTause 5 subsection (f) thereof that their virtues, though not
seven, are at least threefold.  Which puts them three up on
the barbarians. : -

Anopheles:  Of what three virtues dost thou speak?

Socrates: It is written that those who aspire to be translated from
suspect to the felicity of Membership shall have sociability,
stamina and regard for the Club's welfare,

sdnopheles: Herein I differ., These are not virtues, but rather
conditions laid down for the exclusion of those Who might prove
disagreeable to members, Honour is based on different premises.

Socrates: In part thou art right; they may inelude sociability and
stamina for thig. reason, ‘But yet one virtue remains, so that
they are only six-sevenths savages. Regard for the Club's
welfare is surely a virtuwe? . = .

Anopheles: What, O poser of:riddles, does regard for the Club's

'+ Wellare mean? I have heard:<€aid that it mesns not making
unseemly noises in trains, h - :



Socrates: Toy view is dim, O Anopheles. Does not regard for the:
Club's welfare mean doing the Club's work?  And does not this »
work fall always on the shoulders of the willing few who give of -
their time and labour for the benefit of many? o ’

Anopheles: It would be virtue if it brolught no reward. '

Soccrates: And doos it bring reward? To me, there seems but lithle
feccompense, and I feel that those who show outstanding zeal should
be compensated therefor. . I

Anopheles: It's rewards are many, 0 Soc. There -is pleasure in:
cooperative effort and the good-fellowship that ensues, in the
interest of the job~-~and most of the work is interesting--and,
for those who like it, in the awe of the Prospectives. Even the
Members sometimes respect the Committee, . B

Socrates: These sentiments may move some to take office, but often
the cares of their tasks outweight the pleasures you catalogue.
Indeed there are many who continue only by reason of the
constancy of their natures, becausc th ey feel that work maey be
poorly done when they resign, and they continue long after .
interest has waned. This labour goes unrewarded. Surely the
work of these is worthy beyond the bounds- of thy definition?

Anopheles:  There may be some who fit thy description, but, as S
ﬁarfigan has said, is it really necessary? Is there any reason.
at all why, asa club of more than 300 members, there should not
be enough hands readily to perform all the allotted tasks? Why
ihozid one, or a few, do so much that they are wearied by the

ask? : o
Socrates: My dear Anopheles, .shall we run our lives on pure
necessities? Shall we divorce all sentiment, all show of
gratitude? As for there being "enough hands", dost thou not
remember how, quite often, when the President has asked for
nominations for some position therec has been gilence; that when
he went further, and asked for voluntecrs, silence has again
fallen, until at last some. member from among the willing few
has at lastgot up and voluntesred to take on just another job
that others were unwillipg to do?. .

Ano%heles: The truth of thy.observations is irrefutable. But
1T was not always so. SiX years ago it was considered an
honour to work on the Committee. The morec onerous tasks were
divided up so that the Joys I have enumerated might bé suffused
among the many, - '

Socrates: The prolific help of the past cannot run our club
o~day. , ‘
Anopheles:  All observation is of the past. If we do not learn
fxom The past, let us quit philosophy at once. , S
. Socrates: Last year is the past, and there were difficulties then,
Anopheles;: There have been,; and ;there will be difficulties, but
They will become less now that people have more leisurse.
Socrates: ~ Presumably you infér that. the war curtailed the time

— vhat could be devoted to .walking and its manifestabions: then

how did our membership incrsase during the yeara of -turmoil?
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nooheles: Memb
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ership may have groWn;Qbﬁf'I”enﬁréat'théé'tomreéélr

*  that perhaps half the club was either at the war or labouring

prodigiouslys.

The art of walking was almost forgotten.

Socrates: One and a half time has the earth pursued its orbit simee
ars re-ascended from Eerth, yet recently when a representive

was required f

or the Federation Reunion Committee, one 'was chogfen

whose shoulders were already bowed by two Herculean tasks.

Surely some of
Anopheles: ' One
. at th e \Nar [ )
Socrates: That

sufficient for

"honour" to wo

"elub's welfar
not those who
Might mot that
(the. chosen fe
Membershipo®
other societic
Anopheles: I re
task of the co
distributing 't

the leisured could have carried the burden? -
at least would have done so--one who had bean away

point is thiné--ghall we say there will bo.

the labours, ° But thou has said that i% was an
rk on Committee; ' thou wilt ;concede -that the

o makes some inrcads upon their leisurec. Might
labour be rewarded by ‘a menifestation of gratitude?
gratitude be shown by conferring upon such people
W who“have laboured most diligently?, . M"Lifae

After all, it is a practice .in-most sporting and
8 to confer this token honour upon special people.
coil from the prospect! 'Consider the invidious
mmittee going through the mombership list and .
ho-halos.-~he is worthy--he is not. . How on earth

or in heaven could -they draw the line between the worthy and the

unworthly -:: C
particular fri
who were judge
in good faith.
soon the easy
WCIre proposed,
that so-and-so
the band of ‘th
join the club,
recreation of
work they do b

onsider, too, the feelings of those whose :
ends were turned down.  And the feelings of those
d not gquite worthy. ' At first. it might be done

- But such is the frailty of human purpose that

course would be taken---that of admitting all who
because none would incur disfavour by suggesting
did not really do quite enough to be admitted to
¢ chosen, NO, as I have said before, Bushwalkers
hot for honour, but 'for the non-competitive
walking and the cheer of good company.  What
rings its own reward. = So long as they take an.

active part in the Club’s affairs they have their reward. -
Socrates: . "Such is the frailty of human purpose"---ghall we not

— 21Ve Thenks to

those whe are not frail?  "Coénsider, too, the:

feelings of pecple whot& friends" stand for the Presidency and .
are turned down; the feelings of those who stand for.any of the

seven major of
disappointmrent
is Committee t

fices and are deamed not worthy. Life has its
8, my friend, - And as to taking the "easy course,"
0 be accused of "frailty of purpose?" We could

prevent the admission of all who were proposed by conferring

life-membershi
Bushwalkers jo
and yet, "six

for a vacanecy. . -

Anopheles;. It
fortunately fo
. What respect t

p on, say, not . more than three per yecar. . : .
in "for the.non-competitive recreatiéon of walking”-—-
years ago;" there were often several canditates _
Is . this not -.competitiont TR - o
ig if we.place the commitee in a cléss apart. But;,
r our very-democratic ¢liub, this has never dcourzrad, .
he committes was accordsd, wag desed on populsrity T

and efficiency as.eommittbe;memh@rs,‘v‘Whatwalge;g;p1&f§ glgpﬂ“¢4, N

worker want?



Socrates: It is probably a great feature of those who-.do .the mogt
that they would ask the least by way of token reward. But I do
feel that it would be a pleasant gesture if some people each year
were accorded gratitude by election to life-membership. If we

- do not trust the Committee, then we could do it at the Annueal
Gneeral Meeting---which would g£ive even the "annual" members a sayl

Anopheles: It would not work, as present members would not know .
many of the. people who have done most for the club and therefo rs
would not vote for them. Why Bushwalking should bec regarded as
a life interest,; I do not know. Normallys people join the ek ab,
walk for a few vears, and then find obthor interasts as thoy
merry or grow elder. ° This is as it should be, If they
retain sufficicnt interest in the club, they will romain members
or transfer to non~active membership. If they do not, they will
remain good friends with their walking companions. Inevitably
nany life-members would mever comc near the club; why bother
about them when they hawve lost- interesty-

Socrates: It would not work? It works with great accord clsowhors.
he present members would not know who had done moat? This is
intended’primarily for those who are doing most at any time, and
the members do know these. As to bushwalking not being a life
interest~~~there 2X¢ many perennials in our midst, Those to
whom we would show gratitude would be of this last kind.

Anopheles: No, my Socrates. I fear thy wisdom is no wisdom. As
%Eou Thyself hast said, those who do most ask little. Why '
should we cmbgrrass them by a token-gratitude? But let us not
ramble in this wise for over. Orion dips his sword at the
ascension of the Scorpion, and it is time that thou 'an@ I wecre
wrapt in slumber. ° Lot us pursuc this argumént anoni Until
then, goodnight, S SR _ :

Socrates: - May thy shadow lengthen and ihy tribe inercasc: may

' J dreams be sweet and thy rewards for virtue manifeld.
Goodnight,

ERA DESERTA.

By "K.M."

For a varicety of rcasons I was not at the clubrooms during the
month or so before Christmas, and was thercfore completely in the
dark ‘as to holiday plans. Several members, cncountered in tho
wild lunch-hour shopping Scramblc, shook their heads when I asked:
Are you going to Bra? ;

"No" they said, "but there's sure to be s good crowd",
"Yes, I suppose so" I answered, thinking of last ycear's tcnoment
conditions, when cooking arrangements were so neighbourly that
- a flipped eg; or beans sautés were just ss likely to land in
someone else's frying pan as 1n onels own,
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Christmas Eve gaw me, Tilled with goodwill and &Yl *go b for o0 O

sonviviality, 'alight at Waterfall and scdn vthe pletford For familiar

faccs,  Not an onc. Fot cven the camgl-like :oubline of the -

gcnuince bushwalker. Travol;ers thgrq,wepgghlaﬂ@nJWith.imbossﬁble_;p:pw

looking burdens, but they wero definitdy mot: bushwalkers. '« -

Fooling ' little dashed I boardsd the bus inioompany with those
outs1ders,'ahd“fromiﬁhé'Lobﬁ§u§¢éegg@nd@d;theitrgek”alone;.« DR

. Soon, I thought, I shall descry:the bevy of tents upon the sward
and ant-like figures cngaged upon their lawful occasions.  But the
dress-circle was descrteéd; not 8 flicker:of lifo up at Dead Horsc;

no checrful smoke spiring on the still. evening air, Ak, at-lagt -
& gleam Of white = thore was a .tont boneath the (palms, ¢ -Closer -
inspection discovered two youths. in residence, am anothor tont, ..
uninhabited, sct snugly amongst the Iillipillis. = Its owners Wicro
returnj.'jng tho pext np.gh,t, .the. lads -dinfermedeme, . - i T

[N

This‘fh?@ was . phe EU@hipﬁéi:dfgfhﬁgE@ﬁ&iaiiﬁbm;thxeeglaxéEragﬁon‘~¢*
Christmas EBve. '

Philosophically I made my way to my usual boudoir in the lantana
thicket - designed originally, I understand by Dot Batler to -

a@QQ@mQQaﬁewhersalfwandneiderméaugh%erfmWWAltwwas*mﬁehwﬁﬁfrmﬁgdmw“””“”"

left 1t last January, but the scrub was fresher and greecnser than: usual
owing to’'the spring rains, o T R
Darkness descended before I had finished my cevening meal, and as -
Christmgs Carols were obviously not to be oxpected, there was nothing
o do but go to bed. The mosguitoes indced. indulged in rather more
carclling than I cared about; =a pattcr of rain-drops and a few -
stirrings -of the humbler crecation omongst the fallen leaves broke the
stillmess from timé to time, but thc night passed poacofully enough.

Christmas morning dawned clezr, and,the cantata of bird notes began -
butcher birds, clear and beautiful, the Peteri Peteri of Jacky
Winters, chirpings of blue wrens, crack of whip-birds, and crows
“very high and desolate, voicing #their gloomy view of the universe.

I eMerged'fromﬁmy lair pining td,greét_sbmeonéywith "Merry Christmasi-

but my two fellow-inhabitabts were not yet abroasd. I tried the
conventional phrase on three rabbits nibbling the lawn near my front
door, but they fled-in alarm. - I'hailed a lizard as he darted out of
the serub, but one glance of his haughty eye told me that he wasld

a gentlémén of ancient linesge, owing: fealty doubtlesgvto‘that;o
serpent called Satan, but coldly indifferent %o anybhing so new-.
fangled ag Christmas:.fegtivalgy «' nr eris o ) .

it was not a 'convivial sceng: in fact I never remember having
but-two incidents made my visit to Ers :
heppened while I.was dressing. .. ... .

Yo, (
such a quiet Christmas;
worth while. Tho first

ks
i
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I gazed idly at an object on the leafy floor of my bedroom and
regogniscd it as a hen egg. . Strange, I thought, I should not have
imagined there were domestic fowls hereabouts. As the 0ld brain
emerged from its morning mists, it dawned on me that the egg was part
of my luggage, I examined it and found that it was cracked but not
lost, The paper wrapping of it had disappeared., Its fellows, in
a tin placed in the fork of a tree, were intact, but a paper bag
containing macaroni, a slab of checse and s package of salt, had
vanished holus bolus, Certainly I had heard various rustlings

in the night but noghing to indicate such a largo~scalc robbery.

I pictured rat pere Mgging home his treasure-trove to the missus
and kids, pointing out to them the Succulence of the chcese and
the excellence of the pasta - best quality, fatta all'uova, A
, Christmas dinner straight from hecaven, I only regretted that he
did not return the salt, as I felt sure it would be wasted,

The second incident was the . thrilling vision of his grace the lyro
bird, stepping delicately among the rocks as I wont to f£ill my
water-bag at the pool, He scratched unconcerncdly for provender
in ‘the leafy mould, speaking an occasionsl word of chesor to his
lady, similarly cengaged at a 1ittle distance up the bank, For
the first time in my 1life (and I am getting on now) I beheld this
miracle of loveliness, with thoe famous tail strcaming and ‘
gleaming. in the morning light. Something unique in the way of :
Christmas presents, you will agree. - Yes, deeidedly this Christmas,
1946, was a memorable occasion. S .

Bror Fox,

(Extract from a lettor by Mr. He A. Lindsay, President of
the Adelaide Bush Walkers.) ' L N

"We tender our sincere thanks for your @id and the many. helpful
things which you have sent us, The latest is a copy of -your .
magazine for December. In it, however, the writer saw somcthing
which staggered him, to say the loast. It was an account of how
some Bushwalkers released a fox from a trap.™

"The writer does not question thé humanitarian motives which
prompted the act, but takes this opportunity to point out that an aot
of that kind aan have serious repcrcussions, to say the least. in
the first place, there is the legal aspect -- if the Aot is ?he
same in F.S.W. as here, the man who sct that trap has the law t'd .
entirely wrong. Wext, speaking as onc who has always been interosie
in flora and fauna protecection, I can state definitely that the fox

i ig . t has alwost exterminated the
is onc of our biggest curses I rod b st

| _ t
stone-plover, or curlcuc, from big arecss of sountry. f o
’ extermgnatiné the 1owan,’or mnallee hon. It aided in the wxtinotion
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of our prettiest wallaby, the Toolachi, ... It-is playing havoc with
many of our ground-nesting birds.. Tt kceps down the wild ducks by
killing the ducklings and it is an unmitigated pest to sheep men and
poultry farmersg. %The writer has seen.more than a score of lambs
killed in a single night for-the sake of their tongues alone, and
200 hens killed by oné fox in a2 single night.) ‘

"Far worse than the ordinary fox is one which has lost leg in a
trap, After that, he is "trap-shy' and, unable to hunt in the-
‘ordinary way, he is forced to kill esasy prey, such 28 hens, for a
living. I am afraid that your members! Tgood-deed! ig one which
won't get a favourable reception from farmers or sheep-men.m

"From the experience of tho botter part of a lifetime in the bush,
I' can state very definitely thst it is wrong to interfere with any
trapped animal, save to pub- it out of its misery -- oven that can
lay you opoen to trouble if the animal is being trapped for its fur, .
as lying dead in the sun ean ruin the pelt commercislly, although .
thc S.P.C.4. will usuelly back you up if you can prove that the men
who set the trap had neglected to vislt it, Bven whon you find . -
that opossums are being taken illegally, it is bad polioy to do
anything whatsoever save to.inform the nearcst Fishorios and Gamo
Inspector or the Police. But to let our most destructiva pest go
free is something which cannot be condoned." ‘ Lo

spirit in which it is written -- en attompt to point-out'tpat something
has been donc which is.a very scrious mistake indéod snd lisblo to
react on tho club as a whole." . . . - o .

"The 2bove is written in the hope that it will bo taken in the

e e 4 Al e S S A sl AN AR ale e e & o B
YOUR OPTOMETRIST <
F. GOODMAN, M, I, 0. = 0

=

- Optometrist and Optician.

®

20 Hunter Straet, Sydncy.
 'Phonc B 3438

Modern methods of Eye Examination,and Eyo Training
Careful Spectacle Fitting5 :

Fixing an appointmcnt will facilitate . ‘the reservation
of time for giving you proper attention. ' But should
' you be unable to ring us beforchand, your visit will
be welcoma at any time you may choose to eall,

- 8
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- happens, life was onec mad scramble.

9_.‘ |

Jogging Along with Johnston
by "Skip"

My star being not in the ascendant, 2nd I not being pleasant in
the sight of the almighty gods of pecuniary dispensation my walk
started from Leichhardt this summcr's ove, somo time after the train
bearing my walking companions to be, hed departed from Central.
In my ignorance -~ also have I many things yet to learn - I was certain ,
that some huge machine on at least eight and possibly ten wheels
would bear me to Mt. Victoria in about half the timo taken by tho
property of the New South Wales Government Railways. Still, fortune
smiled fair upon me, and after having boén exhorted in onc vehicle
"Not to rcemember thc number plate" and having becn plicd with

cigarettes and the offer of a furnished cottage,for six months in

another, not forgetting the cove in thc '28 model truck who must
surcly have obtained his licence in the U.S. andl whose claim to

have passed all six cars between Lapstonc and Lawson was decidedly

not to be denied. I found myself at Mt. Victoriz station at

midnight with 2 walk to the Palls still before me. This I ,
accomplished and laid me down beside four non deseript hummocks at the

shed and slept. ‘

In the morning said hummocks erystalliscd into humean shape and form,
there being onc Doug Johnston and his fricnd Maec - another Doug I
belicve, and 2 Bernie and his fricnd with whom we conversed by many
and varied means. The official leadcr presumably having had no

notification from anyone was thercfore not thore. The Johnston bloke

thereon became our guiding light and him we followed through thiok. ,
and thin, mostly thick. This fine young fellow had had no intontion
of keoeping to the official routc anyway, and so it camc about that

‘four stalwart lads followed his footstops ‘inte the unknown.

The official routc is no good to this explorer in tho making. So
back along the road we go, a2nd after much consulting of compasses and
maps we strike off in a northerly dirccetion following a2 ridge - tho

- wrong one of course. It was plessant walking, releived by an

occasional view, and brightened by a few wildflowers, mostly flannel
flower., A short ridge this, as after about a mile it desccnded into
the Grose. The stecp side of one of them was surprisingly marshy,
and beautifully green. We investigated a splash of red 2 little dis-
tance upstream and came upon an unforgettablc colour combination of
flaming bottle brushcs, bright green grass, and a clear bluec sky.

Following downstream the gallant band came upon some difficult
terrain. We kept half way up the hillside, yet even here as often
Further down I detachcd mysclf
from the main party and steggercd along a . fairly stoecp but;open_slope,
vet was it covered enough with growth to conce2l many cunning pitfalls..

© he Grose I roached some 1little time efter my companions, having had

t0 negotiste & small eliff at the end.



I can't clsim th2t the Grose was any improvement on its tributary.
The river bed was one mass of jumbled rock and piled up vegetation, ‘
Yet if one took to the hills one found oneself fighting = losing .
battle against sha2le slopes and lawyer vine.. 4And so, after much ' :
alternation between hillsides and gully we came upon Victoria Falls Ck. s

O Happy Day! But such was not as yet to bo. Our hero - that : -
little man out therc in front - dccided that easc nnd luxury were not
- for such as we, that the thorny roa2d was to lea2d us to rcdemption
and Blue Gum. Truly a fine upstanding young fellow. He will go far,
without me. However, by taking tho track which ambles half way up

the hillside we- were well rewarded with the view of Mt. King George in
the afternoon sun., And soon after this, 0 Joy, we came back to. '
firmer terra. Here the Grose slept in the 1lzst shadows of the
aftornoon, the tall psle blue gums standing guard without so much, as

& wWhisper betwecn them. Further down, beside the fallen tree, near -
where the stream awakes and busics itsclf with the destruction of .
itself, we camped, - F Lo .

. Of the few partics camping down therec we werc tho last to leave.
But this was of small mattoer 2s the official route had further been
changed to sncompass Goveti'a. Near the junction we c¢2llcd a. halt
and watched the Mac go a swimming. I should here make mention
that we were now thres, 28 Bernie and fricnd had dcpsrted csrlicr in
- ordsr to get their coupon books or somcthing of the sort. At tow .
Junction we did our duty ~nd tidicd up tho small cave which: some
.1oWly =nimals had left in a disgusting statc, and douched their fire.
We met them later and had words with them, pitiable long panted sack-
S earrying objects. - AT : ~ L ; o

And now we begon to sece’ our truec form. OB this nover ending c¢limb
'the party spread out 2and soon lost sight of onc another. T was full
satisfied at arriving scecond 8t Govett's. This, O my rcador, was
my first visit thereto, and thus:you know my scntiments. — Little
wator was coming over, and the 8light Wind broke it up 2nd causcd it
to sway from onec side.toithe other. : There was a gencral dampness
all about, and the digappearance of the sun behind the fslls ended our
~after lunch spine bash. - Happily we splashed up the track, dodging.
_dropg of water here and there and examining with delight the sundows,
orchids and other littlec plants growing on the ledges and in various
clefts 2nd coracks. - 4s I-panted up the stairs I wondered % the
plonecring spirit that made possible tho entrance .to the valley below.

At the top we held small conversation with = tourist typoc who didn't
gcem at =21l impressed with our experiences. .In disgust we took the
homeward road whorcon we met somc fricnds of Mze's and a St. Bernard
who was ¢xceedingly ill cguippoed. ‘In Blackhecath we cams onee more
upon Bernic, and the four of us partook. of various deliczcies acoording
to our individuazl tastes at a pleasant little crcam and Jam and scone - 5
shop of past acquaintance. i S L

_Ard so I took me to the road onee mors, and was duly sct down near Y
Grace Bros. after travelling the full distance on the lsading truck of
& pinech bar copvny. Be secing yOoUue
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~activities. The Humoe Rescrvior is mentioned

11,

by "M.G,"

Cycling From Albury to Hotham =2nd Moruya.

Vietorian Tourist Burcau lesflets tell us of the immensc possibilit-
ies of the North-Esst digtrict,.the pasteral amd Agricultural. .
‘ d, which is tcn miles from
Albury, at the junction of the Murray and Mitta Mitta rivers. This
point is referred to, as the gzteway to glorious scaonie tours, that s
have their climax in the heart of the Australian Alps. '

With this informatioh 2t hand, the writer left Albury onc Saturday
evening in December, intending to-szé-this region for the first timac.

Cyeling was choscn in prefercnec to wzlking, boecausc of the desire to

travel five hundred milcs in onc wocek.:

The ro2d from Albury was followed through Wodonga, 2nd thenee up the
valley of the fast flowing Kicwa river. Here is unfolded =2 typically
Australian landscape, with groop pasturcs, troc lined highways, golden
whaeatficlds, in short, thec real Australia that lies beyond the busy
comncreizl 1ifc of million-pceopled citics. Fifty miles of thec Kicwe
valley were sccn before the road made the ascent to Tawonga Gap.
look-out, running abreast of =2 giznt clectric transmission line,
beforc desccnding to the Ovens River. In this loczlity, extensive
pinc forests arc sccn, with the rocky cscarpments of Mt. Buffalo in
the background. . : : ' ’

The ©vens River was followed through Harrietville, aftcer which )
the 2scconding mountain highway climbed 2 number of slaty ridges, which
were timbored with mountzin ssh.

At the ond.of 2 twenty miles elimb the road is known ss the Alpinc
road, and twines round thc heads of the Ovens, rising to over 6000fzet
near the summit of Mt. Hothanm. From Mt. Hothem Trig station, a

- superb cyclorama is scoun, cmbracing mountain pcaks too numcrous to

mention., :

In the same locality, the Chelct was visited, and a breakfast of
steak and cggs, much appreciated. Another point of 1nterc§t was tho
huge telescope thero, which cnabled one to view the snow drlfts‘qnl
Feathertop and Bogong at closc range. From the Chalet, gustr?lla s
highest through motor ro2d now starts to deseecnd in the dircotion of
Omco, in Gippsland. Crystal clcar mountain sitreams Aarc sccn runglgil
smong the basalt rocks and snow gums 2nd here 2nd there hereford ca e

grazing on thc snow grass.

Beyond Omeo, the main Dividing Range is erossed 2t Tongio Gap, agd
the Zxcellent highway followecd for miles down the Tamba River val%;yl;l
ecventually bringing thoe traveller to Gipps}end Lzkecs Entrancc. . _dg e
this popular holiday rcsort, the Prinecs Highway ombreced vast_,rouat
~ountry, with thc grassy flats of the Snowy Rlve?_r

Jrbost, a pleasant contrast.

:ﬁ Lnother attraction on the roed nortvhwerd wes the form troc gullies of
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Buchre Creek Valley, while beyond Cann River camc the scenic bushland -
of Trummer Mountain National Park.

After crossing the N.S.W. border, the town of Eden, on Twofold . .
Bay was reached, and so the trip continued through Bega, Brogo Pass, .
Warooma, and Bodalla, to it's completion at Moruya. 4

That Man Again;

"Paddy" .

Through Paddy's notes on Backyard Bushwalking, he has found a
number of others interested in the propagation of native plants from
seed. At a come-by-chance meeting of a group of enthusiasts it was
agre:d that it would be a good idea if an exchange were set up.

4s a rule when a person gets sced he gzets fap more than he actually
needs and would readily pass some on to a fellow enthusiast.
Likewise if the germination is successful he has so many sceedlings
he doesn't know what to do with them. Paddy therefore suggests that
a Mutual Aid group be formed (no meetings! no rules! no subsli).
Its purpose being to pass on (fres of cost) surplus supplies of
native plants to interested persons. Those wanting seeds or plants
or those who have them to spars are invited to communicate with Paddy.
A portion of this page and & notice board in Paddy's shop will be
available for the purpose. - '

Tips on methods of securing germination could also be swapped.

Here's one right now. Paddy has got some very healthy seedlings of
Sturts Desert Pes, After several unsuccessful attempts involving
gcalding and soaking the seed he tried cutting through the hard
imperious skin of the tiny seed by rubbing it on fine sandpaper. The
effect was miraculous. Sceds .which had remained hard after weeks
of soaking swelled in a few hours and germinated readily. It now
remains to be seen if the plants can be reared to maturity. More
of this anon, :

XXXXXXXXXXX

In addition to the Willesden Japara tents Paddy mentioned last time,
he has now got stocks of best quality white Jjapara tents in stock siges,

Phone, B 3101, Paddy Pallin
Canmp Gear for Walkers.
327 George Street, y
SYDNEY. )

.STORK STAKES: Bushwaiker—production is still with ub.  dean and
Tom Moppett Tiave a daughter, Nauey. A real lightsweight effort,
this: weight at birth, 61b. 1llozs. ' e




o PREVIEW OFANNUAL MEETIVE
: Gricday MARCH 4 ‘
N Iy

i

5) M’//\f 5 ‘
Bl
Nres @

S, f@/-‘*’/s/ /

i
. RE 2L Vorse;
[ e e R R
o/ EEM\”\\CY E’V S "
- T, Lo
/ o fqg{///o\ Hq Mpt,“-

e 9
:\EESN\ELEC

TN




14 » -J“.N

‘ GOSSIP.
VWedding Bells.

On Januery 13th, Rey Birt beccame Mrs. "Peter" Page.
bushwalker event took place at Clifton G
popular "best man," "Mould

ance., They insistecd t

This grand
ardens, with the club's most
y" Harrison, and Dorothy Hasluck in attond-
nat the bride wear her hat to cut the cake.

At Xmas, Vora Phillips, one of the club's carliest membors, marricd
Mr, Eska Riordan, an ox-P.0.W. Forestry Cadet. = Is this an S.B.W.

infiltration into the Forcstry Commission?

Off to NW.Z.

Mouldy Harrison is off again -~ to Now-3oaland on a "business" trip.
He assures us it is bu

Siness, but we have authoritative information
that he will be looking up Jack Hunter.

Jeanc Manncll came down from

Griffith, and for
cares of the fonily,

to pay a visit to the club.

a timec threw off the

Whilst walking through Tasmonia, somc Melbournc Bush Walkers gave
voice to their admiration of the docp brown of Jenny's limbs. At
first, a puzzled look flceted across her face, but swift the lucid .
answer came; ™"Oh, I come from New South Walesl" | Fine publicity this:
to show the Viectorians that ours is a land of darkness!

IHE S.B.W. REUNION -- MARCH 15-16%th.

Who has the Prize Dampers?  Would the holders plcase return
to club, as -they arc requircd for the Dampcr Contest.
Place for Reunion will be fixed at February Gonoral Moeoting.

At Garrawarra there's a hut with roof, leér and no walls. -~ At
Frenchman's Cap (Tas.)

, there's a counter-part with walls and no roof
or floor{ And Roley pitched his tent inside iti. Is it cold in

Tassie?  You ask Roley! Indccd, to combat tho "fifty-below”
semperatures, he has decided to grow halr and beoard!
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