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EDITORIAL.

Proving Our Case,.

During the last few months the Club has been able to call
attention to breaches of the law by timber cutters in two widely
separated areas. The first was the extensive milling in the Putty
Valley and on Wolleml Creelz, where indiscriminate cutting along
stream banlks had caused serious erosion. In this case the offence
was against the Vater Act, which forbids felling of trees within
one chain of most of the waterways of the State, and a recent
letter from the Minilster for Conservation aclmowledged that our
information was correct and our complaint warranted.



The other instance was the encroachment on the Mark Morton
Reserve by timber cutters operating from the Bendela Road in
Kangaroo Valley. This was a timely discovery, since it coincided
with our efforts to prevent disposal of the area as a Flora Reserve,
to be put to the axe at the discretion of the Forestry Department,
and demonstrated the eagerness of the millers to gain access to the
Reserve., Here agaln the Department admitted ow accuracy, stating
that the trespass amounted to a few chains only, and the worl had
been halted as soon as 1t was known the cutters had moved into Mark
Morton Reserve.

There are several consequences of these representations. It
must be plain to officers of the Departments concerned that our memben
do get around: that we notice these things: and that our data is
correct. They may not actually enjoy or appreciate having to
investigate our complaints, but when we can prove that we are justified
they must be impressed to the extent of taling our representations
quite seriocusly. We can scarcely be dismissed as cranks, whingers or
irresponsibles. And when we suggest that certain lands should be
reserved, they can scarcely write us off as arm-chalr conservationists,

This is one kind of conservation activity in which every active
walker can and should participate =~ but there are a few guiding
principles or rules. First and foremost, the information should not
be jealously stored up to be sprung on the next General Meeting, which
can hardly be expected to make a snap decision. The intelligence
should reach the Conservation Secretary or other Club officer as early
as possible, so that enquiries and research can be made before a
meeting decides on action, and it should not be overlooked that the
President and Conservation Secretary have a standing authority to act
in these matters without waiting for the consent of a General Meeting.

The information which should reach the Conservation Secretary
should be precise. We can all read maps, and should be able to pin-
point exactly where the trespass is occurring. The nature of the
trouble should be made quite clear - cutting of timber on a river
bank, wild flower stealing in a protected area, erection of buildings
or cutting of timber in reserves = and it should be determined
whether operations are continuing or have concluded. If possible the
identity of the malefactor should be obtained =~ indeed, in many
cagses, the report is of no value without this.

It may be argued that we do not know the bhoundaries of reserves
and parklands: of course we don't' - all the more reason why such
data should reach the Conservation Secrebtary before a meeting has to
make a decision. Those of us who have been walking for a few years
have same shrewd notion of the 1limits of the major reserves.

Lately, then, we have helped to stay two illicit timber cubting
operations. Through the alertness and co~operation of members we can
do a great deal to diminish this particular form of anti-social
activity. -

CONGRATULATIONS TO: Beryl and TFred Leake, whose mrriage took place
on December 5th. ‘

Jean and Gil Webb =~ a daughter, Janice Robin -~ born
December 18th.




MAKE IT A NEW YEAR RESOLUTION . . .

TO INSURE YOUR CAMERA AND YOURSELF ! !

Your Camera, Exposure Meter, Tripod, Filters, films -
may be insured under the Special Bushwalkers! "ALL
Risks" Policy - apgainst loss or accidental damage
whilst anywhere in the Commonwealth of Australia and
New Zealand - on sea, land or in the air !

The Bushwalkers! Personal Accident Policy will cover
you on both Official and Non~Official Walks -~ pro=-
vided there are three in the party of course - and
whilst travelling in vehicles to and from the trip,
by providing lump sums for the more serious accidents
= and weekly benefits and medical expenses for the
less serious. Skiing accidents may be covered for

a small additional premium, with increased medical
expenses.

For full particulars see Club Member

BRIAN HARVEY

IQQMAHRATTA AVENUE, WAHROONGA, PHONE JW1462

Do

AT THE DECEMBER CENERAL MEETING.

December's General Meeting, with about' 45 members present, was
quite an animated show, with a variety of matters for attention, and
many items of interest. We first welcomed two new hands, David
Moorhouse and Bob Abernethy, amd romped through the minutes and
correspondence, fram which we learned that the timber cutting on
Wollemi Creek had been investigated by the Conservation Department
and found to contravene the Water Act. We adopted the Conservation
Report which proposed we ask what actlon was being taken against
the offenders: also a recommendation that the Minister for Lands
be asked the reasons for refusing to amend the National Park/Garawarra
Park boundary. The President called attention to Brian Harvey's .
notice of retirement from the dual post of Magazine Business Manager
and Duplicator Operator, so that prospective traminees may bhe found
before March.

Len Scotland enguired about the routlre for crossing off
unfinancial members, and the President outlined the ftriple advice
system, stating that about 61 had originally bheen removed from the
books this year, but reinstatements had considerably reduced this
since. The Treasurer's report showed that we had £41 in the operating
funds at November 30th. Soecial Secretary Ross Laird recorded that
the Christmas Party had been a financlal success.



- During reading of the Pederation Report Bill Cosgrove called
attention to an opposition meeting at the rear, and the President
demanded order under pain of removal, Bill Cosgrove then queried an
item in the Report concerning cleaning up of reserves: the Parks and
Playgrounds Delegate said such a plan had been discussed, and was
being referred to varicus Councils: walkers may care to co~operate.
Len Scotland sald motorists were mostly to blame -~ the wealthier
you became, the more litter you caused apparently. Bok Abernethy
remarlzed that in South Australia some councils had obtained convioction:
against people cﬂusing this Zind of nuisance, and Gil Webb sald any
cleaning up of parks would be followed by more litter, unless propsr
dumps were established, and notices exhibited to dlre0u attention to
them, Said the President:n "In answer to your Webb, Mr. Statement,
this is done at Hornsby..." and then the Secretary intercepted him,

Conservation Reports. covered a varlety of toplcs = - a threat of
a road into Fra (suﬂ"ested we keep in touch with the shack -owners, who
were as unhappy as we were at this plot), and that we make a new bid
for a decision on dedication of Mark Morton Reserve. There was an
interim report on the Bush Fire Fighting Sub-committee's decisions,
briefly, that we endeavour to enlist volunteers to fight fires in
National Park at week-ends and on evenings during the week, the whole
plan to be leagued with the Sutherland Bush Fire Brigade. (Len
Scotland observed that the people who started fires were the abnormals.
subenormals and drunlks. "I fear: that covers everybody",  camented
the President.)

There were further conservation reports on timber cutting at
Llnden and along King's Tableland, and the development of Kedumba Pass
to a rough road: alsoc of the deputatlon to the Minister for Lands in
connection with the Greater Blue Mountains National Parlz on November:
18th. Surveyors seemed to be in short supply, but the Minister wald
congider the points raised. At the. @ esent time attention was
focussed on the Central Section of the scheme, involving the Blue
Mountain towns and their environs, :

We were into General Bus iness, with Dormle urging owr TFederation
Delegates to goad the hUﬁlVGPulty Ramblews into pressing the =
Speliological Group to carry candles at all times., Amid cheers the
motion was seconded, and afer a brief, animated discussion of
candles, carbide lamps, unfaithful newsparer reports, and -the
deficiencies of electric lanterns, the motion was lost.

: . €

. Len Fall mentioned the proposal to plant a memorial -drive of
trees between Canberra and Sydney, sponsored by General Berryman,. and
suggested we support the plan and possibly meet the cost of a tree
(about £10). Kath Brown moved an amendment that we should definitely
have our tree in the grove, and, after Tom Moppett had enlarged on
the story, explaining that the scheme was not simply a line of ftrees
or a grove, but env1sqged retaining oertaln forested places adjacent
to the road, amendment and motion We%e carW1ed.

Now came a r%tber middl ed debqte wbldh st&rted lu01dly enounb
when Franlk Ashdown mentioned excellent films available from Awevlcﬂn
Information sources, provided a projector-could be obtained for
16 m.m, films., Len Scotland asked did we want a 16 m.m. projector.
Up %o the Club, said the President, he wouldn't touch it himself.



IF YOU ARE GOING PLACES
CONTACT

SCENIC MOTOR TOURS,

RATILWAY STEL

)

KATOOMBA.

DAILY TOURS BY PARLOR COACH TO THE WORLD
FAMOUS JENOLAN CAVLS AND ALL BLUL MOUNTAIN
SIGHTS.

TRANSPORT BY COACHLS POR PARTIES OF RUSH-
WALKERS TO KANANGRA WALLS, GINEIN OR OTHER
SUITABLE POINTS BY AnRANGEMENT )

FOR ALL TNFORMATION )
WRITH TO P.0. BOX 80. KATOOMBA
| TELIPHONE 60, KATOONEA.

Ross Laird sald he was aware films were available from the American
Council and would investigate for fubure Social evenings. Len
Scotland moved the purchase of a projector for £50. "What £5027 gaid
someone, ard after some hubbub the whole thing lapsed.

-The President stated he proposed to place on the minutes a note
of the work done by a party of members at Era the previous weelkend,
when a bush filre was put out at the cost of considerable time and
effort. dssent was readily given, though some one seemed upset at
the gquantity of drinking water used - cries answered that it was
only the cows! drinking water,

Brian Anderson appealed for support for the winter walks
programme which would be commenced shortly - support and some
enterprise in working out novel trips or producing routes which had
‘been programmed for some time.

At 9,5, with the President's benediction and wish for a Happy
Christmas, we ended the last General Meeting of 19583,

THE SKULL (Alias the Admiral).

The Walks SecveEny has joined that colony of queer people whose
names appear in applications for membership as having-been-walked=-
with. Weld already seen Roy Buggy, Dothery Haslack and John Beootlace.

Now we have BRAIN Anderson!



YOULH TRAPPED IN CAVE,

By "Oolite",

The 6.37 train brought to Mount Victorla on Friday 27th November
species of a type relatively rare in such a preogressive c ountry.
Several whispers of "Erslzine Gap Monster” and "I1t11 sign the pledge"
were overheard from the Piloneer populace of the station Bar, The
solution lay in an item in the S.B.W. Vialls Prograrme which read
simply: "Jenolan Caves Exploration". The. party, consisting of our
intrepid leader Beverly (this one's a dead-end) Price, Brian "Admiral®
Anderson, Franl "Donno" Barr, David "Choom Moorhouse, was met with
loud gesticulations of delight from David "Snow" Brown, who, it is
rumoured, was inbtrumental in causing a financial erisis on the Blue
Mountains as the result of a card game, which he insists he wag
dragged into, on the 6.23 train, and Ken "Bostilk" Angel, who hitched
up from the Nowra arvea. : '

The caves were reached with only the usual amount of disturbance,
and camp was made on McKeown's Creclk.

Any anthropologist coming upon our camp slte Just after brealzfast
next morning could perhaps be excused for Jumping in a mad frenzy,
accompanled by delirious shouts of "The Missing Link". The fact of
the matter was that we were ready to begin our expedition and so, up
the creelr went our intrepid party of Troglodytes, clad in regulation
"trog" sults, complete with head lamps, carbide lamps, 200~ft, of rope
and 30-ft. of wire ladder with duralumin rungs (What - No candles? -
Ed,). Our safety helmets were somewhat makeshift, belng army berets
filled with rubber rucksacl shoulder pads inside., These proved most
effective.

Our intrepid leader, in true intrepid leader's style, managed to
lead us about 2 miles off course, finally locating the Mamwoth Cave
entrance 25 yards from cur campsite. Oh well! Carbide lamps were
1it, head lamps switched on, the excltement mountes, our intrepid
leader entered the hole, the party was tense, our leader emerged at a
somewhat faster rate, ruttering some thing about a wombat keeping its
hole 'cause we didn't want to go in anyway. 'Choom" saved the day
and, moving 10 yards to the lef't, we clustered about the entrance of
the Marmoth. It was decided that the last man ("Snow® Drown) would
leave a paper trail at all turning points, so that Mr. Winsor had the
honour of helping us to safely retrace our. steps (his being the nost
satisfactory material and is readily available, being found on all
true Bushwalkers).

Ignoring the obvious routes to the caverns below, our intrepid.
party headed for the smallest squeeze hole”in sighy. The first two
went through all right, but then came the "Admiral®. Youlve guessed
it! At the moment his feet were off the ground on one side and hands
not quite touching on the other, he got sftuck. A council of war
Tfollowed to a background of doubtful compliments from the doomed one.
Our always intrepld leader saved the day . Thanks to her great
presence of mind, the gap between her lamp and the Admirall!s rear
portion of anatomy was seen to decrease rapidly =~ the rest of the

party followed through without further ado.
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After much head-banging, crawling, wrigpling, wading, climbing
and dog=-paddling our efforts were brought to a halt by an underground
river. Many were the groans of disappcintment as we had not ag yet
seen any formations worthy of much comment, Just as we were aboub
to turn back a small squeeze hole was noticed about 20 feet ahove.
Ken managed to climb through this and the rest followed by way of the
wire ladder. We appeared to be in a sort of cavern, Then the ‘¢arbide
amps arrived. Immediately the air was filled with, "Arrr - mighty!"

Bonno !" "Terrift" “Get a load of that!" - ete. We were at last in
the Qolite Cave, Thils cavern is about 100=ft. long, 40-ft. wide and
is 87-ft. high (found by a balloon tied to a string and filled with
hydregen) . :

Our intrepid leader, fearing to annoy the Gods which must surely
dwell there, offered them a sacrifice by placing her camera on the
floor and jumping on it with sacrificial hobnail boots - one less to
waste time taking photos. We decided to have dinner in the cavern. I%
must be one of the most beautiful places I have ever eaten in.
Surrounded by ocolites, shawls, stalactites and -mites, some. 400-ft.
below the surface, the calcite crystals glistening and rippling around
us from the reflected light of our lamps. After lumch, flashbulbs,
magnesium flares, photos, ete., our intrepid party retreated to the
squeeze hole and abseiled to the river below. Our "Snow" Brown
decided it was time we departed and to help make our minds up, he
proceeded to clean out his carbide lamp. A hasty retreat ensusd,
picking up the paper trail as we went "in case of emergency’.

The Admiral, (of squeeze hole fame), noting the dejected atmosghere
of the returning party, did quite a good job of livening things up by
becoming once more stuck. This time firmly. How lucky for Jenolan
that we had a female in the party. 4s it was several stalactites were
observed to dissolve, presumably from the Admiral's answers to ourn
helpful suggestions. We hereby formally apologise to other members of
the Club for missing such a perfect opportunity, but wish them $6 mote
that, being in the centre of the party, he HAD to be released to permit
the end ones to escape, Half an hour and several 1bs. less later he
emerged with a loud pop which was thought by some to be the kick in the
teeth which Frank was promised in return for one particularly helpful
suggestion. :

The trip out proved uneventful except for several rocks being
bounced on our intrepid leader'!s skull from about 20~ft. up (200-ft.
in newspaper units) and we reached the entrance near sundown after
8% hours underground. :

Back in camp we were joined by Jim (1 haven't got vour spoon")
Holloway of the Sydney Rock Climbers, who had hitched up that afternocn
Mr, Holloway entertained the party with some delightful renditions o
something or other on the recorder. '

Next morning the party split, Jim and Frank going back down the
Mammoth with some of the University Spelios (by a different route)
and exploring the central level. A short cut was made, so we are
informed by Frank, by a daring 40-ft, climb (it 1s not znown whether
these are actual or newspaper feet).
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The rest of the party departed for the Aladdin's Cave, down
McKeown's Creelz. Several hours were spent undergrcund in this cave,
which sports many beautiful flows, terraces; helectites, shawls, wings,
colurns, oolites, lirestone encrusted bones, stalactites and -mites
and many deviations were made from the main caverns. A large number o
phctos was talen and many formations gazed upon by the light of.
magnesium flares. You will be hearing more about this cave in the New
Year and will see many slides of this ard others at membens' slide
nights. .

Unfortunately the Admiral was able to negotiate this cavern in a
more dignified manner (at least as dignified as it is possible far an
Admiral to be when in a hoiler suit, on his back, wriggling uphill
feet first) but from reports from Ken {our advance scout ) who entered,
on a preliminary survey, the first section of the Glass Cave, we are
locking forward to guite a comedy from a certain person on our next
expedition. - :

On the more serious side, I would like to note with grave concern
the findings of Mr. F.A. Barr, B.O., on the absence of flowers of the
Bonno species within the series. -

I would like to encourage wallis leaders (we still have some ) to
be more patient with those incurably affected by the Kodachronme
disease. I base my plea on the fact of a certain S.U.S.S8. mermber
taking 14 hours for 3 photos. -

The campsite at McKeown!s Flat, while no doubt giving atmosphere
and drama, etc., is not a very good advertisement for a certain ‘
Speliolog¥cal Sceiety. Surely members can find a spot out of sight
to dump théin spent carbide, or at least put it.on one pile.

We wouldn't be surprised to see a Spelioclogical Section of S.B.W.
formed before long because, as far as we are concerned, this grovelling
is definitely the most!

In the small hours of Saturday December 5th a black Citroen was
seen proceeding along Kent Street - in the wrong direction. One
might have suspected the driver of being on the Jag = except that it
was the Citroen.

o9 @ @

Schafer, who believes in the theme "If you drive, don't drink: if
you drink, don't drive"” - brousht his newly acquired car to the
Christmas Party - and lapped up the lemon squash all evening. We
hear that he went to another shivoo a fortnight later: this time he
brought the car - aml a sleeping bag. :

¢ @ 00

No, we can!t tell you where the type of pistol used by the President
at the Christmas Party can be obtained., But there's no reason why
you shouldn't fill any water pistol with whisky and squirt it down

your throat 1if you want to. :

o0 0 @



IMPORTANT TRANSPORT NOTICE.

BUSHWAL XKER 3 REQUIRIDNG TRANSPORT

FROM BLACKHBATH . - ANTY HOUR

RING, WRITE OR CAILL .v...

SIEDLECKY 'S TAXT AND TOURIST SERVICE

116 STATION STREET, BLACKHEATH,

2 4 HOUR SERVICGCE

BUSHWALKERS arriving at Blackheath late at night
without transport booking can ring for car from
Railway Station or call at above address -

IT!S NEVER TOO LATE!

'PHONE B'HEATH 81 CR 148, LOOK FOR CARS 3210 or TV270

O BOOK AT MaRK SALON RADIO SHOP - OPP. STATION.

Who was it fell in the Nattai? Who shivered the permanent way near
Glenbrock Station? Who rattled the windows of the RSL Club on
December 4th? UNever mind, Sheila, so long as you can balance once a
month.

© o a e

N.Z. DETACHMENT. Betty Swain sailed %to join the New Zealand detach-
ment on November 8th, and at the beginning of December had joined
forces with Keith Renwick and Peter Stitt, and all were headed south
to 1link up with Pat Sullivan at Christchurch.

Peter and Keith have been doing quite a deal of caveing, including a
vigit to the Karamu Caves, near Hamilton, where Keith shock the
natives by taking the first colour photographs of the Caves (it was
reported in local papers). They must have put up quite a convincing
front, for they were introduced to other cavers as "professional
spelios" from Australia., ' :

THE SANDS OF TIME . . . ,

Annual Subscribers to the Magazine are advised that their Annual
Subscriptions for 1953/4 expired with this Magazine. hose desiring
to renew should remit early, Annual Subscription: Copy held in
Club=room ~ 5/~d.....posted home 8/-d. It'!'s cheaper to subscribe

!
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FELLING OF TIMBUR - TUPPER HUNTER VALLEY.

(From an article "Keepit Dam Terrain Survev® - Journal of the Soil
: ’ ; J 2
Conservation Service of N,.S.W.)

During the 1820's it has been recorded that the lower sLopes
of the Upber Hunter were savannash woodland, waile the upper ropglons
were forested. Here, as in other ycoung OCLnGT]GS, the clearing o

tluwber was the prime con31devqt¢on of the settler. At first it was
confined to the lower slopes and the removal of timber did not
contribute to accelerated erosion. Unfortunately they bepan to remove
he valuable cover from the hillsides.

A newspaper article dated 1875 refers to the Murrurundi area:
"The timber was formerly heavy, but the more vsJUlee s heen follied,
the present forest exhihiting the inevitable monosony of the eolonJhl
WCOOAS aesow Upon the country being cleared of timber the Pages River
increased in size and mischievous effects, enlarpging its ohannel and
carrying away much valuqble propertv

Ringbarking was tried in the Australlan Apricul tural Compqny s
property at Port Stephens in 1839 and again 1860 by Hungerford in the
Upper Hunter. It geems that it pﬂobably began on a large scale about
the 1880's, "Beltrees" estate clearing large areas in thlsimanner A
statement made of the Upper Hunter area in 1914 said fthat Tlmber at
chie head of creeks  is gradually being killed at great expense” Not
only was it a great expense to the lqndbolder, but in later yeﬂrs it
was a great expense to the Nation, for these areas are now the sources
of landslides ard floods. S '

Fires:

W.A., de Beuzeville, forest ecoTOwlst states in the report of tne
Hunter River Flood Mitigation Commlttee “From the information put o
record by the first settlers and explorers it 1s evident that no dense
forests of eucalypts existed at the time. The country was for the
most Part wooded with a vast eucalyptian parkland, having a grassy
sward” '

- One of the cause "of the parqund type, 1ccoed1np to de Beuzev111e
was the aborigine's habit of lighting fires for he "required good
Feeilnv pwounds for his game ... and he 1oqn ed serub and und ergrowth

for he was naked and could not penetrate it"

However, his fires were mild compared with those that followed
the coming of the white settler, Surveyor Mitchell mentions severe
fires in the Upper Hunter in 183L. After a hot day (95°) his party
camped near "Muscle Brook" but were harassed by grass fires.

he constant firing gradually became confined to the hills where
over the years more useful species of grasses were killed out. In
certaln areas and at certain times of the year it is probable that
infrequent lisht firing does no harm. However, year after year fires
1it for burning off have got out of hand to run riot in forests,
especially in the Wollombi and Barrington Tops area, until today humus
leaf litter and much of our wild life have been destroyed, An illustr-
ation of wild life ig the fact that charcoal from fires blocked the
7ills of trout and killed thousands of them in the Barrington Tops
area last year (the bad fire surmer of 1951/2).
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PHOTOGRAPHY ¢ 2 ! 2 3
You press the button, we'll do the rest !

Finegrain

Your
Developing Rolifilims
Sparkling or
Prints Leica films
Perfect deserve the

" Enlargements best SERVICE

LEICA PHOTO  SERVICE

31 Macquarie Place
SYDNEY N.S.W.

THE MAD MILE.

Some time ago we saw an article in "Punch" from the pen of
AP, BeWbert He was very grieved at the disparity between the so-
called "statute" mile (which, so far as I recall from far off school
days, consists of 5,280-ft. or 1,760 yards - not to mention eight
furlongs, eighty cbﬂlns or a quite absurd number of rods, poles or
perches) and the nautical mile, representing one minute of latitude,
and varying slightly in different latitudes, but usually about 2 060

yards.

AP, Herbert also explains tha derivqtlon of the word fpile"
as a contracted form of "mille passus" or "thousand paces® of the
Roman Army. Lest we conclude that the Roman leglonnalres were super-
lative walkers, it should be explained that the Roman "passus" was
two steps, so tbe thousand paces was really 2,000 steps. Work it out
for yourself, and you'!ll find that on fairly good sur faces, a mile is
darned near 2 000 steps.

I was quite interested in all this, but felt A.P,H. really
hadn't plumbed the whole matter, merely scratched at the surface, so
to speak. While I'm not golng to pretend that this essay will have
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the finish or the perfection of the original, I do intend to examine
the topic thoroughly, from a walker's point of view,

We aren't concerned with nautical distance - well, not as a
rule - but we do have to contend with several varieties of mile.
There is the statute mile, the one represented on the scale at the
foot of maps, and by the representative fraction as well on the top
left of military maps. There is also the "bushwalker" mile, the
"local inhabitant® mile, the '"Tasmonian’ mile . and others,

Talting first things first,loolk at "bushwaller® miles as shown on -
walks programmes and trip reports. It is a quite elastic measure, and
like the diurnal variation of the compass, appears to vary from
season to season, leader to leader, VWalks Secretary to Walks Secretary, o
The old familiar, the wallt from Ventwonth Falls over Mt. Solitary to
Katoomba, fluctuates between 15 and 22 miles. Other trips are equally
erratic. We do not accept it that distances have shrunk noticeably
during recent wet seasons: indeed, with added undergrowth some of 'em
setu a deuced sight longer. Once we would have defined a "bushwalker"
mile as about 1,400 - 1,500 yards, but several entries on recent wallks
programmes have shaken this concept, and we can only say it is a
personal and intimate thing, which baffles any attempt to give it
precise length, but cormonly between 1,400 and 2,200 yards.

If it be true that "bushwaller" miles are variavle, then the only
falr way to describe "local inhabitant” miles is 'fluid", They
absolutely defy any bid to classify or limit them. Despite years of
research, we cannot obtain a finep figure than from 400 to 5,000 vards .
Occasionally it even coincides with the statute mile. The problem is
complicated as i% hinges on temperamental as well as more tangible
factors. If the local resident doesn't want you to go that way, the
mileage will be something appalling, the path hermed about by impending
cliffs, while vines and poisoncus growths and savare catbtle will invest
the way. -

If the local travels it by car or on horsebaclk, and has no
particular objection to your journeying by that route, he will very
probably deal airily in air-~line distances, minus 40- per cent to
campensate for the bracing climate at the top of the 4,000-f%. pass,
minus ten-percent for the distance lost throuh downgrades. Or, of
course, the local may never have been that way, but daren't gdmi+ his
lgnorance to the precocious cityfied type: he argues, if you get
through you won't be back to tell him how far out he was: 1if you don't

get memhymumm%lmwrﬂt%r,soMmttMaMﬂl...HHMCd'a :
number, .. v

i . o . . . .

Tasmanian" miles have a reputation for being long. Mainlanders >

complain bitterly that the 12 miles from Waldheim to Windermere is

a very liberal twelve. Actually, we're inclined to believe that the
miles through the Reserve are simply statute miles gone soft, Given
enough liquid, any mile will feel long:  given enough tussocky button
grass, every league will seem a burden.

Ve have considerable faith in the measured miles of Lamington -
they feel like dinki-di miles.
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ON THAT HOT DRY TRIP, ..,

« « o there 1s no more refreshing drink than our

TINNED PINEAPPLE JUICE ’ i

AND FOR_AUSTRALIA DAY WEEKEND FOODLIST:

__SPECIAL -~ New Season?!s Dates - just unpadked J !

APPLE RINGS GOLDEN SULTANAS DRIED FIGS

. 'BRAZIL KERNELS PLAIN & SALTED CASHEWS
APRICOT ROLLS - FOR THAT.SNACK ON THL TRACK ! 1!
RAW PEANUTS CRYSTALLISED PAWPAW
ALL BRANDS ' OF QUICKLY-MADE BREAKFAST FOODS

WHOLEMEAL BREAD

THE S ANITARIUM HEALTH F.O 0D SHOP

13 HUNTER STREET, SYDNEY

"Shire Counqil” miles, as indicated on sign posts, introduce
delicious variables. We have seen' two posts, separated by ten minutes'
walking, which guoted the same town as heing six and ten miles
distant (the ten-mile peg was the nearer to the town).

By the way, welve heard it argued that up-hill miles should not
be scaled off a map, because they're so much longer. Don't you bhelleve
it! DBetter still, prove this for yourself. Draw a horizontal line
gix inches long, and at one end erect a vertical two inches long, then
connect the top of the vertical to the far end of the horizontal. Your
last line represents a gradient of one~in-three (a pretty steep hill
by any walker's reckoning). Now measure off this hypoteneuse - unless
youre so bright you can do it by Pythagoras! Theorem. In my sketch
it worked out at about six and three-eighths inches, so the added
length was three~eighths of an inch - about six percent. It seems
as though a "mile" on a rising grade of one in three will really be
about 1,870 yvards long.

You must beware the character who is the confirmed "inch-a-
miler”™, He has grown so attuned to reckoning an inch on the map as a
mile on the ground, he is incapable of coping with any other scale.

If he starts working on the Kosciusko Snow.Lease maps, hefll have you
slugging out "miles" of about 2,500 yards. How easy it is to do, too!
During this past year I was working on a map scaled at 1 inch to 100
chains for about a week before I discovered an inch wasn't a mile.
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Perhaps the best way to get a true plcture of the length of a
mlle is to walk it along a railway line, where you have quarter, half
and three-quarter mile pegs., The mile peg, of course, shows the
distance from Sydney: the quarter is marked by a straight wood or
concrete post, about five feet high, with a slanting cut off one top
corner. At the half mile is a similar post with a pointed top, at the
three~quarters one with a square out top. Pick a piece of line with
cuttings, so you will have to stumble over sleepers and ballast, and
see how long a mile or two takes., In future, your miles will probably
be nearer the truth, if not nearer heart's desire.

Some seventeen or eighteen members were present for the farewell
bush party for John White on the weelzend of 12/13 December. Larly in
the New Year John moves off to Tomalla at the north end of the "Barring-
ton Taéps plateau, where he joins the "Back to the Land" movement ,

We feel it in the bones that John is one of those born %o be busgh-
walkers, and that he will be in touch with us from time to time, and
may be able to provide useful gen for those planning trips in the
Barrington country, which we ought to know hetter.

And now, having said the serious part of this, we can report some
of the screwy things that happened at Era that weelkend. For instance..

A certain small party lost his teeth whilst surfing, It is NOT
true that he bit a shark accidentally.

The Treasurer was out of sugar. Quite literally., The rest of
the food party snarled slightly, and then it was resolved that David
Brown who was still to appear was the sugar=daddy .. (more later),.

An unheard of episode. A party of S,B.W, didn't know their way
from Maynard's track to Era., With one exception they hadn't been to
Era previously, and finally made their way down through the jungle,
Vhat a change from a few years ago, when many S,B.,W, didn't lInow their
way to any place except Eral

And David Brown didn't have the sugar elther. The food party no
longer accepts the Bard's "surfeit of the sweetest things, the deepest
loathing to the stomach brings".

Breakfast time on Sunday, with brilliant hot sunlight and the
beginnings of a nor-easter breathing, Smoke over at Stockyard, The
hill between South Era and Stoeckyard going up in fire. The S.B.W.
running feverishly over to Stockyard grabbing up beaters anl water
buckets, Two hours later the S.B,W, were doing the Casabianca act on
the burning deck whence all others had fled to the pleasures of the
surfs No one has recorded how many buckets of water from the muddy
pool in’'the sgamp were lugged up the hill by a sweating chain of
walkers, but at the end the dangerous flank of the fire was quite
quenched. A small outhreak occurred later on the seaward edge, and
this was beaten out in turn., The cause - a cooking fire 1it within
two feet of dry grass and bracken at the base of a tree, We feel surve
thatsthe campers (not $.B,W,) won't make that mistake again.
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ABOUT THIS PROPOSAL seesne

The Woy Woy-Gosford District is developing rapidly ...
industry has already become well-established. Ease of access
has brought the City closer. Once the flat lands gbout Woy Woy-
were a garden of wildflowers and a haunt for ndtive animals.
Now this land is closely settled and the hills must be the
haven for our plants and animals. In addition, the many high
points give magnificent lookouts over the Brisbane Waters and
Broken Bay, with all the splendour of natural scenic charm.

Progress must come to Woy Woy and the surrounding areas ...
but let us progress with a view to all the needs of the people,
now and in the future. The recreational value and the enjoyment
of natural wildernesses is a well established factor in our
modern way of life. Few would deny the strong urge that we all |
possess ... the urge to be out in the bushlands, be it picnicking,
camping, hiking, bushwalking or pursuing the study of natural
science. .

In our proposal, no serious loss will be suffered by any
individual. Thousands of acres are Crown Lands éntirely free
of licence or lease. We need the active co-operation of Local
Authority and all citizens, be they from the Woy Woy District
or elsewhere, for this reserve would serve all who care to visit _.
the magnificent Warrah Sanctuary and keep the sandstone ridges on
either sides of Patonga and Mullet Creeks, tree-covered for all
time., The main Woy Woy Road from the Pacific Highway is renowned
for the avenues of trees and heathlands ... on either sides,
deep valleys still retain their natural growths. From Staples'
Lookout, the folding hillsides drop down on to the broad Brisbane
Waters, None of this must bs marred by buildings that shut out
the views. With adequately planned development, access can be
arranged so that no loss will be incurred.

No time should be wasted for fear that some steps will be
taken to alienate parts and so unbalance the security of the
whole area. We suggest that YOU, having found some of the
secrets of enjoyment that this area holds, might in a selfless
manner, uhdertake to introduce others or to win action from
those in authority.

Will you Jjoin us in this most essential work? Enquiries
welcome.

——— s —— . — o ot

Issued by The Caloola Club, 31 Byron Street, Croydon. UA2983,
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FEDERATION NOTES -~ DECENMBER.

By Allan A. Strom.

SEARCH AND RESCUE SECTION: Tom Wardhaugh has resigned from the
position of Secretary and his place has been taken by Keith Armstrong
{of The Rucksack Club) JF 3746 (Private) and DBX5438 (Business). The
first meeting cof the Section in 1954 will be held in the Rooms of

the Big Sister Movement, Sixth Floor, Scotbt's Chambers, Hosking quce
on Febru%ry, 4th, at 6 p m,

‘Jim Hooper will be the official CONTACT MAN for the Section. XM600l

(Private) and BX5438 (Business). _

JUNIOR VICE~PRESIDENT: Position has become vacant following upon the
resignation of Tom Wardhaugh. Delegates would like to hear from any
person interested in the position, _

NEWS AND INFORMATION BUREAU:(Dept. of the Interior) will be supplied
with detalls for a news bulletin on sport in Australia.

SQCIAL REPORT: The Federation will benefit to the extent o £74. 9. 3
following upon finalisation of matbters concerning the 1953 Ball. 4n
Organiser for the 1954 Ball is wanted urgently! Please contact Paul
Barnes at UBl351,

CONSERVATION REPCRT: The Parks and Playgrounds Movement 1s attempting
to prevent large scale damage to beaches by mining for rubtile, etc.
ThHe Wyong Shire Council has heen contacted re taking of gravel from
Frazer Parls,

Further visibts ard covrespondence have been undertaken for the Kariong
Peninsula Reserve.

Reported that the Cumberland County Council desires support to save
500 acres of the 1,000 asres of reserve on the Kurnell Peninsula for
scientific and wecrentlonﬂl purpcses.

Protests have been sent to Iditor of "PIX" and DBushfire Committee
concerning a coloured prlnt showing a group of picnickers breaking
the law on lighting fires in a Bushfire Danger Perilod.

The effort to have Bungonia Gorge dedicated as a National Monument

has been carried forward by correspondence with the Metropoliton .

Portland Cement Company.

BUSHFIRE PATROLS in the National Park are proceeding and have been
Well received by the Park Trust. The Patrols have successfully averted
several fires and have been able to spread effective propaganda, Any-
person interested in assisting, Ring Darnes, UBl1351.

WILL YOU HELP keep The Bouddi Natural Park primitive and yet Qccesslblef
DIAL DINGELDEI FOR DETAILS .... UA 2983,

ERA -  BLACKED OUT. (Reported 28/12/53).

. - The complexion cf Era was ehanged greatly over the Christmas
weekend., Local reports have it that on the previous Sunday lightning
struck a tree on the tops near Maynardt!s Track: during the ensuing
Black Monday (107.5 deg. in Sydney), fires burned from the Garie road
throush to viecinity of Maynard's on the seaward side of the ftrack, and
right dowm tc the edge of the gresssat South Era valley. Over the
Christmas weekend further fires came over Thelma Head from vicinity of
Little CGarie, and were still burning on Sunday 27th. In brief, Dra
ig virtually an oasis in a blackéned and ruined landscape. To date
Burning Palms has escaped the worst of the fires. Water supply at:
hoth beaches is very low.



7PADDY MADE.

Well, here we are faced with another
clean slate on which to write minute
by minute the story of ocur lives. How
will it read in twelve months' time-
when the year has run full cycle once
more?

Shall we he a little nearer realisation
of our cherished hopes? Shall we bhe
able to tick off from our lists a few
more places seen and trips achieved?
The BDushwallker soon learns to plan for
the mountains ahead yet keep his eyes
on what's afoot and extract enjoyment
from the passing scene.

Good luclz, 1

happy wallking and good
camping in the c

2}
he comlng year.

For your enjoyment the Military have
produced another "half map" 1% = 1 mile
“Dimbera East". This practically

. completes detailed mapping of the
Capital Territory.

enctlir

PADDY PALLIN

Lightweight Camp Gear

201 CASTLEREAGH St' SYDNEY
M2678

Ry



