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EDITORIAL.

é o o - The Great Exodus.

Anybody who is anybody in the S.B.W. seems %o be having
a session at Kosciusko this season. Never has the Club seen such
a mass migration to the snowfilelds. I don't think we have any
plutocrats at the Chalet at £30 per week, bubt we lave everything
else, from those cccupying the superior huts with central heating,
h. and c. water lald on, food and cook provided, to the btwenty
innocents in the care of your.Editor who are hoping to get away
with half-hut-half-tent conditions at an all-inclusive cost of from
£6 to £12 for the fortnight depdnding on whether they hitch and
borrow or go by train and hire equipment. : '
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Bert Whiilier has set the standard for our low-income group
with his home made skils constructed of two bits of flooring board,
the bindings cunningly incorporating a couple of hinged doorstops,
an old sock round his head as ear-protectors. "What do you want
with fancy trimmings"”, says Bert. "Cost too much. You're only
going for a fortnight.”

All our party is decked out in men's reconverted second-hand
evening pants at 5/- the pair, and borrowed plumes of every
description. Equipment too is largely borrowed. A leader of the
Christian Union movement has kindly supp lied us with horsehair
paliasses to augment our personal supplies,

Bert has closed 1n the back of his truck with a canvas and
rerspex hood as sleeping gquarters for the 5 children. "You'll be
nice and snug in there” (while the temperature szag: throuvgh the
minus 40‘s -~ poor trusting little beggars). Bubt besides skiis we
have a toboggan and various digging implements to warm them up by
day.

Housework should be cut to the minimum. Plates are deep enough
to hold the necessary food, but not so deep that they can't be
licked out between courses (no washing-up water of course). We have
a kerosene bucket speclally for porridge so we can toss it outside
in the snow unwashed to keep it fresh for tomorrow's porridge. Dittc
with the stew-pot (I hate washing-up)!

You can think of us at the present moment crammed into Colin
Putt's alpine tent with a couple of coke braziers braizing away
wherever 1t 1s convenient to put them, and a.battery of cooking
primuses set up on a packing case in the snow. (Say, is this funi??.
I don't know yet.) Some of the snow has been shovelled away and
this area paved with 16 packing cases of food, (half a mndredweight
of rolled oats to mention just one item). Thus insulated from the
cold snow (we hope) by Uncle Toby's product, innumerable tins of
bully beef, plum pud., golden syrup, etc., etc., we spread our
mattresses, sleeping bags and extra eiderdowns and sleep as snug as
a dozen jack rabbits in the snow. Do we hope the tent pegs hold?
Do we hope the tent pole doesn't blow down in a blizzard? We most
fervently do! Anyone who has any pull with the weather man, please
petition for fine weather for the next fortnight so that we may
return all in one piece. We will reward you with a special Snow
Issue for October,

Till we return, Schnel heil!

OFFICIAL WALK - LONG WEEKEND (1,2,3.4th October) - BARRINGTON TOPS.
LEADER: Jim Hcoper (XMs8OOl), TRIP: Medlum/Easy: ITINERARY:

SAT.: Camp within half a mile of Barrington Trig. Visit to The Rim
and Rocky Knob if time permits. SUN.: Across Plain, Brumlow Creek,
Big Hole, Falls, crashed 'plane site. MON.: Carey'!s Peak, down
Corker to Rocky Crossing on Williams River, then to Guest House -
here connect with bus outside. Home.

TRANSPORT ARRANGEMENTS MUST BE FINALISED BY 15TH SEPTEMBER!!




THERE IS NO NEED
TO COOK IN THE RAIN
7PEN YOU CARRY THESE TASTY, READY-TO-EAT

VEGETARIAN- FOODS

WHEATFLAKES, RYVITA, VITA-WEAT or KRISP-O-WHEAT BISCUITS

PEANUTS, ALMONDS, CASHEWS, and THE MEAT SUBSTITUTES - NUTMEAT
and NUTOLENE
!

. WALTHAM RAISINS, DATES, SULTANAS AND DRIED FRUIT SWEETS
MARMITE and "BETTA" PEANUT BUTTER

FROM

THE SAWNITARIUM HEALTH - FOOD SHOHZP,

13 HUNTER STREET, SYDNEY,

FEDERATION NOTES - AUGUST MEETING.

- Brian G. Harvey

SALE OF RIFLES. The Federation will protest to the Bremier's Depart
ment on the decision. to make available .303 rifles to the general
public, on the points of consewvatlon and safety in the bush.

BOUDDI NATURAL PARK. Annuql rebort indicated that the 1953 bush-
fires had resulted in bad soil erosion in the Park., Illicit timber-
felling had been detected, and a fence had been repaired to prevent
repetition. £300 had been granted by the Lands Depﬂvtment

SEARCH & RESCUE SECTION. Following the Holland seﬂwch, the Federa~
tion had requested the Police Department to write to the respective-
employers of the S & R Personnel-acknowledging the assistance of
the members of the Section in that Search. The Police agreed but
later rescinded as they stated they did not desire %o place the
Department under any obligation to the employers concerned. 1%
later transpired that the Headquarters Staff were under the mis-
apprehension that the S & R Section had volunteered thelr services
in this and other searches, whereas it was the Police who had
requested the S & R to assist them. Steps have been taken by the
Police liaison officer to correct the false impression at H.Q. with
the result that the Federation is hopeful that somewhat belated




IF YOU ARE GOING PLACES
CONTACT

SCENIC MOTOR TOURS,
RAILWAY STEPS,
KATOOMNBA.

DAILY TOURS BY PARLOR CCACH TO THE WORLD
FAMOUS JENOLAN CAVES AND ALL BLUE MOUNTAIN
SIGHTS.

TRANSPORT BY COACHES FOR PARTIES OF BUSH-
WALKERS TO KANANGRA WALLS, GINKIN OR OTHER
SUITABLE POINTS BY ARRANGEMENT .

FOR ALL INFRIATION
WRITE TO P.O. BOX 60, KATOOMBA.
TELEPHONE 60, KAT OOMBA.

letters now will be sent to the employers concernsd expressing
appreciation of the latter's action in releasing staff to join in
searches during the working week. TFurther conferences with the

Police and the R.A.A.FP, have resulted in standardised signals. A red

Verey light will be the recall signal., The R.A.AF. will use grid
maps one inch to the mile. TFoot parties will be issued with Ground
Strips - 6 strips of white material to be laid in a prearranged

pattern. Owing to legal difficulties, a bushwalker observer could

not be carried in R.A.A.F. 'planes, which in fubure will operate from

Canberra. A modified list of essentials for parachute drop to lost
parties is in hand. Wherever possible the Police will supply trans-
port and more use of radio is to be made, e.g. to organise civilian
volunteer cars from Katoomba to convey search parties to starting
points. The Federation has adopted an insurance scheme whereby
members of the S & R section officlally taking part in a search, or
practice search, will be covered against death or accident. Injured
members, unfit to work, will receive £12 per week plus medical

expenses, Members will be covered from the time of leaving home unti’

return,. A S & R Practice Weekend will be held on the weekend of
18-19th September in the Carlon's-Galong Creek-Breakfast Creek
area.

SOCIAL SECRETARY. Federation is in dire need of a Social Secretary
without whom there are no means of organising the raising of
necessary funds for the carrying on of the organisation.
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BUSHWAiKERS TRACKED BY SMELL, Not, not S & R., but at éueen’s

Birthday Weekend Messrs, Leyden, Cosgrove and French were tracked dowr
and located by the keen nose of Major James Sturgiss, a local residen’
The irony of it is that they were betrayed by a surfelt of cleanli-
ness, the pungent odour being Frank's Solvol!
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A Bushwalker, having just bought his ticket to Blackheath, was
given 12 pemnies change. '"Sorry for all the coppers’, said the
Booking Clerk. "Also one of the pennies is a counferfeit coin, but
unfortunately I don't know which one as they all look alike. However
it will weigh lighter or heavier than a good penny. The Station
Master has a set of balances in his office, but no weights, so you
must welgh the coins against each other. If in three weighings you
can find the counterfeit coin, Mr. Winsor's Department will be only
too happy to replace it with a good one'.

The Bushwalker (I think his name was Ashdown) hurried into the
Station Master's office, and in three weighings was able to identify
the spurious coin. How did he do it? We have a prize for the first
person who hands in the correct solution to the Editor.




IMPORTANT TRANSPORT NOTICE.,

BUSHWALEERS REQUIRING TRANSPORT

FROM BLACKHEATH - s« ANTY HOUR

RING, WRITE OR CALL .+ . .

SIEDLECKY!'S TAXI AND TOURIST SERVICE,

116 STATION STREET, BLACKHEATH.

24 HOTUR SERVICE,

BUSIWALKERS arriving at Blackheath late at night
without transport booking can ring for car from
Railway Station or call at above address -~
IT!S NEVER TOO LATE!

'PHONE B'HEATH 81 OR 148, LOOK F(R CARS 3210 or TV270,

OR BOOK AY MARK SALONW RADIO SHOP - OPP. STATION.

WELL SAID DEPARTMENT.

Will Lawson in "When Cobb & Co. Was King". ...

ceveon . "The road is my home, really. It's a wonderful thing, a road.
It seems to lead anywhere and everywhere. It's always a sort of
adventure. <You know how you feel when you wake early and look oubt at
a glorious morning. It seems so futile to be in one place -- doesn't
it? After a long night trip under the stars, with the hoofs and
harness and wheels making a song, and all the reople drowsy and
comfortable, when it is dawn, you get a new team and swing out again
on to the road, and it stretches ahead, all bends and dips and hills
and gullies. There is a smell of the earth that you get to love, ali
the birds are marvellous in the early morning; and the trees, even
thelr green is different. And the wind rushes past, cool, yet with a
sort of warmth about it."

SONG OF THE RELUCTANT ROCK-CLIMBER.

-~ D.Bo

Who said, "I can't go on,
The ledge is too narrow:"

Who said: "Good Lord it's cold!
I'm chilled to the marrow!"

Who said: "All Hell's despakr
Lurks for us there helow; )
Welll all be killed, I know!"
THAT'S WHAT I SAID!
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MAGAZINE INFORMATION BUREAU

NOTE: This index

Broadly speaking,

is based on Issues Nos. 1 to 235 (June 1931 to
June 1954 inclusive).

reference has been made only to articles

and trip storles which contain details of route, distances,

times or nature of country.

Stories dealing primarily with

the personnel of the party have not been included.

Locations in N.8.W., Victoria,

Queensland and to some extent

Tasmania are indexed under plqce names, but 1t has been

found necess ary to 1og some Slmply as
"Victorian Alps" or
including New Zealand,

"Kosciusko" on
All overseas regions,
have been omitted from index.

"Tasmania

Locations are listed in generally alphabetical order; the
nurmtbers following refer to the Issue No. of the magazine

concerned.

Names lilke Mt.
purpcses of index.

PLACE NAME

Angorawa Creek
Antonio Creek
Apsley Gorge and Falls
Arethusa Gorge

Baerami Creek
Barrington Tops

Barney Mt. /Q’lﬂnd)
Bartle Frere Mt. (Q'land)
Baw Baw Plateau (Vie.)
Bellinger River

Bell River (Orange)
Bendethera

Big Misty (Kanangra)
Bimberi Mt.

Bindook

Bluff Rock (Tenterfield)
Bogong Mt. (Vie.)
Bonnum Pic

Beonbourwa Mt.

Bowen's Creek

Box Creek (Kowmung)
Brindabella

Bruinei Island (Tas.)
Budawang Range

Hay have been rendered "Hay, Mt." for

ISSUE NO.
158. 159.
200.
172.
43, &4,

156.
13, 14. 16, 20. 72. 78. 136,
141,
142, 219,
135,
83. 93,
o97.
162.
195,
14 66, 86. 100, 113,

LeB38g e Lium ForesT Feb 3272

208, 225

18°
173,
33. 34,
182. 226,
91.
24,
88. 100.
88
152.

104. 119. 128,
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PLACE NAME,

Budderoo . 222,

Buddong Palls (Tumut ) 104,

Buffalo Mt. (Vie.) 226,

Bulga Plateau (W, Coast) 180.

Buller Mt., (Vic.) 231,

Bull Island Gap 215,

Bunbundah Creek 211,

Bundanoon Creek 9.

Bungonia Creel 34,

Burning Mt. (Mt. Wingen) 114,
Burragorang Walls 59.

Calga (Gosford) 203,

Caley Mt, 60, 64,
Capertee River 4, 125, 150,
Capertee Mt. 182,

Cedar Creelr 33.
Chichesteéer River 136,

Chirmmeys, The (Kosciusko) 198,
Cloudmaker (see Gangerang Rarnge)
Clyde River 7%, 74. 80,
Cobberas Mt. (Alps) 1.

Cobbler Mt. (Vic.) 195. 231,
Colah Creek 214,

Colo River 4, 20, 21.
Colong Caves 25,

Comboyne Plateany (N.Coast) 160,

Coolamon 66. 120,
Coolamon Creek 128,

Corang River 80. .
Corang Trig, 150, 170,
Coricudgy Nt. 78. 79. 125,
Cotter River 14, 66, 86,
Cox River . ' 7. 21. =24,
Craycroft River (Tas,) 183,

Crossing River (Tas.) 183,

Cross Cut Saw (Vie.) 195, 231,
Currockbilly Mt, 152. 153, 1vs,
Davey, Port (Tas,) 183,
Dandenongs (Vie,) 225,

Donna Buang (Viec.) 95

ISSUE Wo.
167, 182,
170, 175,

22, 92, 158, 159, 167. 178.

156, 2286,
100. 113, 118,
S7. 77. 200 (many others
not indexed).

9
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PLACE NAME. LISSTUE NO.
Ellenborough Falls 160.
Endriclk River 75. 176,
Endrick Trig, 150, 170.
Erica Mt., (Vie.) 135,
Erskine Creek 165, 187,
Euroka Trig. - 165, 167.
Ettrema Creek 211,
Feathertop Mt. (Vic. ) 96,
Field Mt. (Tas.) 159,
Fish River 200,
Franklin Mt, 65. 66. 86, 1086
Frenchman's Cap (Tas.) 179. 184, 190,
Gangerang Range 34, 70, 105, 156, 215,
Geehi River 2. 12, 30, 34, 103, 110. 223,
Get Over (The) 34, (Also known as Travis! Pass)
Gingra Range 70,
Gingera Mt. 86. 119.
Gibraltar Rock 195,
Gogongolly Creecl © 165, 187,
Goobaragandra River 68, 104. 113, 128.
Goodradigbee River 7. 120,
Green Island (Q'lard.) 218.
Green Wattle Creek . 215,
Grose River 52. 56. 60, 64, 87,
Gudgenby Mt. 11s,
Guoucgang Mt. 83, 84, 1286.

Hastings River (Nth Coast) 130,

Hay. MEt., 56.
Hollamders Creek 24,
Hotham Mt. (Vie.) 96, 173.
Howes Valley 42. 43,
Howitt Mt. (Vic.) 231,
Howitt Plains (Vic.) 195,
Howqua River (Vic.) 195, 231,
Hughes Ridge 105. 108.

Hunter Range 156.



10.

MAGAZ INE INFORMATION BUREAU.

PLACE NAME

Illawarra Road (01d)
Indi River

Jacobhs River
Jenolan Mt.
Jenolan Riven
Joad ja
Jounama Creelr
Jounama Pealks

Kanangra Walls

Kanangra River and Creek

Kangaroc River (Lower)

Kelly Mt.

Kelteelhon Mis.

Kindarun Mt.

King George Mt.

Kinglake Range (Vie,)

Kosciusko & N.S.W. Alps)
generally )

- Kowmung River

Lacy's Gap

Lacyts Creelk
Lamington Plateau
Linden Creeck
Lindsay Mt. (Q!lard)

Little River (Upper Cox)

Lockley Pylon

(4)

1.
28,
24,

137,
104,
18.

192,

192,
218.
10,
141,
48,

29

i o

(elsewhere briefly referred to in
articles cn Kosciusko area.)

198.
83. 84,
38. 486,
151,
219.
104,

6. 8., 21. 27, 57, 156, 188, 193,

21. 30, %70,

113, 1ls,
228,

60, 64.

224,

198,232,

ISSUE WO.

0 e AN T At 24

215

2. 6.11,15,21,99.101,102,103,110.135,

8.11.24.25,27.50,51.62.71.166.215.219.



SKYL INE., . . Allen A, Strom.,

The Great Dividing Range is a most disconcerting affair «.. at
times; neither Great nor a Range, yet somshow it always Divides.
Have you ever pondered over your maps ... or better still, have you
ever hazarded a guess as to its whereabouts when in the fleld? Take
for example, along the Hume Highway en route for Goulburn from Yess.
Somewhere there we go "over the line" just when you'd reckon we were
traversing a plain; and you'd never have known if it hadn't been
for the gracious notice erected by a considerate Main Roads Board.

Sometimes when you arc far grom signs, it is most important to keep
on that mighty watershed; and it's just at that timc when you wrinkle
the brow and ponder ... betwcen Gungarton and the Brassy or in the
timber botween the Cascades and the Tin Mincs. Of course, there arc
strips of range where you'd merit the proverbial Lead Medal if you
made a mistake ..., Cunningham's Gap in Queensland, the Main Range
from Xosciusko to Dicky Cooper's Bogong or the Crosacut Saw that
Joins Howitt with Cobbler and the Barry Mins eseessss

Ah, yea!l The Crosscut Saw! Now there's a plecsof mountain that's
worth calling both Great and Range; and what's more, it Divides
like a Saw! Situated in the Victorian Middle Alps, the Crosscut is
the centre of a land of mystery, mighty pcaks, romantic snowplains
anpd’ old warrior snow gums. Nearby are thc sources of the King and
Howgua ( flowing to the west); tho Wonnangatia and Macalister
(flowing to the east).

spoesecorrvesrseansy

Some years back we had our first taste of this country when we
Yoxperimented" with the Baw Baws (a southern offshoot of the Divide
where the Ranga turns cast to back around behind Melbourne) and -
from these heights made out Mt Wellingion on the skyline, Glen Maggis
Reservoir and the Lakes on the coastal strip below. Coming home
along the Princes Highizay through Stratford and Bairnsdale, the
~Jaggoed blue sky of tho west whetted the appetite, and the following
year, assisted with information from our good Mclbourne friends, we
approeched Wellington from tho south-east and were for some days,
goggle-eyed at the beauby and mystery of Lake Tarli Karng, the
Wellington, Snowy and Howitt Plains, and of course, the Crosscut Saw

which we traversod in order %o go down %o Whitfield wvia Cobbler and
the Bennie Homestead on the Rose River.

Well, thers's been a hankering ever siuce and this year plans were
laid to follow up the Howqua River, go over Howitt and then over
via the Wonnangatta and Wongungarra Rivers to Dargo.

Once again, we had some invaluable details from our Melbourne
friends and were able to get food packced in to Howitt Hut by Pred
Fry who has a holding on the Howgua where we proposad to make a
start on the trek.
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The Coach took us through Mansfield to Merrijig where, camped

on the Delatite, we were quite close to the beginning with Mt
Buller and Timbertop rising directly to the north of the campsife.
Ongeon the Howqua, the walking ..« or should I say the splashing...
begen. There were twenty four crossings in the first eight
miles, nt which point, n forestry hut ... the Eight Mile: «eels
established. In a day and o half we had progressed to hhe final
£lat at the foot of the Howitt Spur after a valley of great

beauty and meny flats clothed with fine Manna Gums. Ritchie's

Hut at the 14 mile, is a veritable mansion complete with
refrigeration and hot and cold running water. Bindarse Hut another
forestry structure, is the last of the huts at about 18 miles

from Fry's. Views of the shape of things to comc are caught all
along the valley flooe...Buller, Magdala, Howitt ... all above

five thousand feet. '

The Howitt Spur is stesp but not a killer ... perhaps 1ts worse
features are the weelth of scrub (largely young ash ond Daviesia,
products. of the fire scourge) and the woshed out and overgrown
track ... 2ll in the carlier stages of the climb. As the elevation
figures risec, a wild profusion of peaks begin to sort themselves
out ... west and north are Buller, Stirling, Thorne, the Stanley .
Name Range, Cobbler, Koonika, Speculation round to the Crosscuts
south and cast are Square Gin Bluff, Lovick, Magdala and Big

Hill whilst straight ahead is the grecat moscif of Howitt

getting more and more vertical. Grodually the track improves,
becoming & well-gradcd zig-zag and although the party ahead
appear to be crawling along an almbst vertical face, we move

up e20ily- into the snow gums (carpetted with flowering Snow
Daisies), Finally above the treeline, comes the first crest

ees @ pleasant plateau of snow grass; and there across a shallow
depression stands the cairn, the Howitt peak.

The 360O panorama from Howitt gives a large count of topSs..

the Great Divide from McDonald and Clear on the south to the

Viking, the Razor, the Barries and a maze of folding blue .~

ranges in the north ... in this maze are Hotham, Feathertop,

Bogong and Kosciusko. But it Is the masses of flat tops and

plains that attract ... dropping off into terrific gorges s..
of the Macalister, the Wonnangatta, the Xing, the Howqua, the
JomiesSon se.« & virtual hub with rivers running out like the

spokes of a wheel.

The trail goes northerly round the Terrible Hollow ( the head
of the Wonnangatta) passed Macalister Springs (where the river
of that name finds birth) ... a bhappy campsite ringed by Snow
gums ... on to the Howitt Plain, a wide and long plain around
five thousand feet ebove sea level. Away to the eastern end
of this plain is the Howitt Hut, a hut apparently of great age,
perhaps puilii by .the Bryces, the pioneers of the Snowy Plainse. .
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North again, from the Howitt Plain the track goes down Some 3,000f%
to the Dry Rivers. This was new country to us and we were amazed
by the width of the valley floor which continued to broaden right
down to the junction with the Wonnangatta. Here 2 terrific clearing
greets the traveller ... the "home paddocks" of the Wonnangatta
Stations The buildings of the old station still stand .. the
16-roomed homestead slowly decaying along with the furnishings, all
hand made on the spot. This is where the RBryce #amily took over in
the 70's alongside the junction of the Conglomerate and Wonnangatta
Rivers ¢.s and from the homestead looking south up the valley of
the Wonnangatta, stands Mt Howitt and the Crosscut Saw, blue with
haze in the summer and white-capped in the winter. Once the
"Wonnangatta Run" covercd all the grasslands and tops from the
Humphrey River across the Snowy Plains to Mt Cleard For six months
of the year, the Bryce family was cut off from the world by snow;
then when the rivers went down, treks were made to Dargo for supplies,
Before Dargo was established, the nearest supply town was Harriet-
ville! Somewhere along the line, the pionecr spirit faded out and
the Bryces left the district; Wonnangatta passed into new hands

who put in a Manager. The old home was on tho downward for soon
after the Manager and his cook were found murdered with only the
silent hills and the ever-watching Howitt to solve the mystery.

Downstream from the Conglomerate, the Wonnangatta slowly bottles up
and as the Humphrey comes in from the west (and from under the feet
of the Barry Mtns.g the trail clinbs up the Wombat Mtn (to some
4,000 feet, unfortunately) and down on to the Wongungarra River.

The views from the eastern side of the range give a panorama and an
inventory of pcaks scen nowhere else on the trip. These include
~the two Mt Kcnts and Snowy Bluff together with the valley of the
Moroka and its background of high plateau land near Wellington,

The Wongungarra together with its tributary the Crooked River, have
valleys of great historic significance. Many hundreds once peopled
such towns as Grant, Talbotville and Howittville +.. now just names
or a clearing overgrown with thistles, so e¢lusive is the yellow
metal.

Thus tho first section of our Skyline Tour finished as we boarded
the coach at "Glen View", the homestead on the junction of the
Wonnangatta and Wongungarra Rivers, benceth the great towering
ridges, tho foothills of a Pundrcd snowy peaks,.

Loathe to leave thec wide plains of the high altitudes, the Cozch
made off through Dargo . township and 2lcong the rapidly rising
range, intothe snow gums and out on to the Dargo High Plains and the
Ssummer home of the Trecsure family. Once these plains were the
scene of much activity as the gold miners dug down through the
basalt on "deep leads" ... but the returns weren’t worth the effort
and so to soft quiestude of the skyline the little plain (some
twentyfive squere miles)returned. |
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From the edge of Lankey's Plain, the plateau crunbled rapildly-
and the road runs out along a narrow backbone past Mt Freeze-
out. The valleys of the Crooked and Wongungarra Rivers coming
up to their sources on the left, the Dargo River on the right,
whilst ahead and west, a north-south line, comes the Barries,
the double massif of the Twins going on to Mt St. Bernard ees
211 bald and gaunt. Right on the very corner of 8t. Bernard,
we join the Alpine Highway, coming up from Harrietville and
going on to Omeo around Blowhard, Hotham and Higginbottom.
We rosd the vehiclw towards Hotham and up come 2 galaxy of "-.
peaks, best described from the cairn of Hotham. -

It's got to be seen to be believed. Wellington, Howitt, Buller,
Cobbler, The Twins, a huge granite monadnock that is Buffalo,
Feathertop flecked with snow, Painter, the wide expanse of

peaks and flats making up the Bogong High Plains, Mount Bogong
(more snow), Kosciusko (the Main Range glistening with spow
patches), the Pilot, the Cobberas, the Bowen Mhinz end ths Nunn-
iong Plains ... indced a complets circle %o sea and a magrnilicent
day %to enjoy it. ' : ‘

We got out to Mt Loch abocard the Coach and stood by to commencs
the third and last stage of our sojourn on the heights., Bogongg
High Plains are well known to Sydneysiders thoGgh Tamilrartty ?
doos not detract from the magnificence of being on them. But
. the changing scene is here apparcnt as the Kiewa Scheme with
painful slowness takes over Pretty Plain and Rocky Valleye.

Our route went from Mt Loch to Dibbin's Hut to Mt Jim and then
Mt Cope. Few visitors realisec the value of Mt Cope and pass

on leaving its peak unchallenged. Not that it takes great
fortitude to climb it; but rather that hero one gains a Dress
Circlc view well worth the effort. The snowpole route was foll-
owed past Wallace's Hut and Basalt Hill to the major shock of
the trip, the tremendous damags and waste brought sbout by

Man in Rocky Valley. Last time that we were herc, it was a
place of quietly grazing catile ... now the scspe of upheaval
and squalid woste. '

From Rocky Valley on the land grows bald and might
Nelse one looks out towards Bogong, notcs the grea n
the Big River that scparatcs the two masses and scans the
huge rifts on Victoria's highest peaik; then slowly onc pilcks
up the gear and moves on to find Roper's Hut, thinking (but

only in the most secluded innor self) "will we ever make ito"

Bogong is a little world of its own. The northern .and western
faces dive down in a terrific plunge, the south ig bordercd

by the deeply cntrenched Big River whilst the east tapers away
along the Long Spur to Mount Wills. Here are littlc glades and
plains ... sSome trecd, some bald. In keeping with the majesty
of the mounsain, Bogong's top is marked by a large cairn giving
a front stalls view of the Murray's source ... Kosclusko and
the Main Range and some neor at hand peaks of NQbe. aes.BEROWOTE,

Gibbo and Willsx=
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It wes Wills that attracted most of our concern at this stage,
because alongside that Mountain (and connected to it by a low
saddle) ran the Long Spur ... an unexperimdnted line of descent.
Trom the Oleve Cole Hut the start of the LongeSpur was readily
located by snow poles going up past "Hotel Adtex' and out along

the spur itself. Then followed a well-defined track for some
miles, the Mitta Mitta Route going down the Mulhaussen Spur to the
North. The sarly stages of the Long Spur are narrow like a back-
bone: but slowly as the altitude drops and the slopes of Mt. Wills
are approachsd, the Spur widsns, snow gums give place to groves

of Mountain Ash and we come upon a small log cabin ... Hodgkinson's
Hut. It ig from here that difficultics arise since apparentlys

the track is Littie used even though the drop is gradual and the
route an excellent one. Therc are traps for the unwary and very
scrubby patches. Parts of the scrub have bteon cut at some time in
the past and the track althougi andoubtedly prescnt is difficult
o locatc. But in all this scurrying to fim A keep the track

a full day passes and the altitude 1o lost wituouwd & cuddsn
deseent. Coming off the Long Spur to tnc can’ wedrgs one on to
Kangaroo Creek (it rises botwscn M5 Wills and the Leng Spur back at
the connecting saddle) a tributary of thc Big River. Just above the
junction a road and water racec runs down the Valley of the Big
River to the Maudc and Yollow Girl Gold Mine at Glen Vallecy on the
Omeo Highway. At this point our Coach was awalting us bringing

the Third Stage of the Skylime Tour, to a close and commencing the
homeward trip through Tallangatta and the Humo Weir.

"..D.l"..'lﬂ.ﬁ.ﬂl'.".ﬂ

And pow we have coms to the time to reminiscc. The difficulties
of terrain, of attention to provisions and of personality reper-—
cussions, have passed; no doubt these factors are extromely
important for they all add up to a detcrmination of our sincerity
of purposc and bring into relief, thc imprcosions that are made
upon our fcllows; no doubt too, despitc the many difficulties, wo
would welcome another opportunity fto bo together if 1% incent the
0¥§%% of the great plains and SROWZUMS .4 OF she Lrmalsuous call
of e birds in the mornings as we awoks siongsidce tho swiftly
flowing mountain streams.

It is the romance in our soul, %the ssearch after the infinifte that
impels the truly cultured to swealt on wheh lesser meh would throw
in the towel. The cffort, the inconvenicunces have left us with a
"asting satisfaction ... a sgatisfaction that we must not hold too
selfishly lest.we forget that therc arc others, fillcd with a
similar but unsetisficd impulse to enjoy what we have onjoycd.
Begct by many difficulties, these folk nocd our assistancesd

May I ask you to think about a vast Alpine National Park stretch-
ing from Mt Erica (Thc Baw Baws) along the Great Divide through
Mts Matlock, Skenc, MacDonald, Magdala, Howltt; The Howitt, Snowy
and Wellington Plains; The Barry Mtns; The Dargo, Bogong and

AnyhoW, We are aT MT ST. DSSruuruy oy viso .
stores could be taken on and the route that we followed acrosSs the
High Plains to the Bogong Peak .(or similar) .followed. Many routes

FR Y A [ S —



. & * ” N
?
SKYLIMNE.
. £
n % pé L
MY BURFLO & TN
Y ¥ v oot (
QEQM Mem:nc nn. NATIORAL K N\mp m
P @m%aé.ww o Cobmyea TG e o3
P 32 o TN Y 5700 deys Name Range y
JapALSon ﬁw@.g NN Pelpiset v g
o # ot RMOT G ®
\ 4 S
% o U g 2 ﬁ-’ .
3 1 SUNDAg R Yo el \ "igatilu®
\x..%ﬁ e " Mw%:s@» f.@ﬁ.ﬁ i s
u.M 4 ; .m v y s
5 xm.l,. " MATLOCK MY SKENE Qw%c&# e s o.,sam.o S
216, 2 S g T 0
e Wooos P7 =% N s
\Y.\.?.,.r b \\\\\ A.A:Oﬁ .mt#ﬁatua
o et H 4
MW Spenmason aad’ . g w..m.% 3
lgz-:h Qmmz \ ¢ : A L PR v % X
: p L eliin ﬁwes : N T e.fe Sldg T
\\\Xl\l«fu i 4 %, Plains o : MR - &
N i . AN N 557 z
x . 4 A \.IM o ol ol .—Fﬂ_m_w-_&»”w.:llllar o %m\%My ™ A
~ (T e S
Jep o T °
i Lo i conprms @
o &
\ Miny, & 2
i \: Yon g3 / -
o wamaxus»doz! , e ..w.&m«%. 2. %7 <
L X 1+ FOWITT 4o o y e YMBOMS: g oy o,
R MaCorery o A .N GF DG 55t S /

! !

'

”J

,"'Ii )

1'|

£ PROTY Loty
L Rocry viitey

OTHER BANSES vwosanicn
SKOW PG v

o
-

%

b

Sl illioms

BEIWEENTS Moz N0 32a Vicronly fostern Saff)
Booong Hici Bams (S Cubof Nelorias Howaun, Kuve,
e sory, Macausren Bhressweo; Macatsten Warerereo;
Caootieo Reven ~Danso (Viclorion Moonkein Tramping Club).

oI,

Joele of Miles

== o

0.

b

L

— |
3



@ ox

19.

CAMERAS . . ..

ARE VALUABLE . ., ,

Your Camera, Exposure lMeter, Tripod, extra
Lenses, can be covered in an inexpensive

ALL RISKS POLICY

against fire, burglary, theft, loss by
misadventure, smashing or leaving in the
train ! 1 ! Ask all about it from Club
Member
Brian Harvey
'Phones: Business BUS039, BU5660
Private JWl462.

[ ——

BUSHWALKING IS WHAT YOU MAKE IT: We asked the President of
Federatlon "Do you think more Bushwallkers malke their pastime an
aesthetic treat or an athlebic feat?” ‘Some make it a pathetic
bleat', said Paul.

What is happening to all the debaters in the Club? For three
consecutive months the General Meeting has terminated under an hour,
that of last month being unique in that there was nothing at all to
discuss except for a very brief mention of the building which was so
worrying Bill Cosgrove at the previous meeting: 1t appears that fthis
bullding, the foundatlons of which suddenly appeared in a city park,
was to be a Ladles and Gents Convenience, bhut it has now been pulled
down =~ 1t wasn't so convenlent after all. While on this delicate
subject Dormo saw fit to volce his disapproval of what is happening
to the Women's Rest Room in Hyde Park: it has degenerated into a
common shop, displaying women's wearing apparel in the window!

Sheila Binns 1s back from the snows wrecked in one knee.,
Gonsequently her two forthcoming walks will be led by John White,

Being snowed under has no terrors for Beb Chapman, Although
snowed under with studies as a Fourth-Year Medical student he has
been able to organise a party of 15 (mostly Med. students and
physiotherapists in training) to visit the Alpine Hut at Brassy Mt.
When the hard years of study are over Bob may be able to lure scune
of them to joln the ranks of the Sydney Bush Walkers,
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lead off from Bogong and although our Long Spur was a headache,
this was largely due to poor tracking. Such a track would not
be following the Great Divide which you will notice doubles
back from Mt Hotham around Omeo and Benanmbra. Hersabouts it

is low and developed for agriculturs. I would suggest two
alternatives .,... down the Long Spur to Glen Valley, then
transport through Omeo to Benmmbra. From Benambra, the Tln
Mines Track leads fipnally to Kosciusko via The Pilot and the
Ramshead Range. The other alternative would be to follow the
Long Spur until it connects with Mt Wills, then Mt Wills, Glen
Wills, across to Gibbs Cresk, over Mt Gibbs and on to the Buenbar
Hut track to Tom Groggin and then the Leatherbarrel route to
Dead Horse Gap and Kecsciusko., (A further suggestion still e
from Benambra on to the Nunniong Plain, the Cobberas,; the
Pilot, Kosciusgko.)

I trust you have had patience with me during this outline
of routes. Pour over your meps and yocu too, will see a dozen
routes for the choosing., Many places are tracked «... many
tracks shown or pre-existing have gone bocause of lack of use,
or fires or washaways, or simply because it has been nobody's
business to care for them. To my knowledgce no Huts for CGensral
Public use exist wnywhere in the area planncd. No wonder one
needs to be a virile walker to make the grade! These lands
arc national property ... how often do we hear that they are
wastelend because they are seldom visited ...+ and only then
by the most adventurous!

Obviously, the difficulties of use are far too grect for
most, even though they have 2 continuous hankering to see 2nd
know. Sufficient facilities MUST be provided ... at least
decent tracking and construction of Huts could be undertakens
No manner of voluntary work could be compnrable to the
possible effort of an enlightened administration.

I offer you these ideas for you to distribute. These are
our lands cnd we should be able to usc them commcnsurate with
keeping them undespoiled. The more you can talk the ideas,
the better the chance of achievement bhefore 'development" ...
ill-planned and heedless of the Total Requirements of the
Community, in all its ramifications ... takes them from us for
all time.

Moy all yourgdnjoyment of Landscape and Naturcl Beauly «..
actunl and reminiscent ... be coloured with the wumbition to
sec that Land Usage involves an understipding of the needs of
recreation where recreation really means re-creation ss..
"to preserve the natural balance of minds; strengthen
ordinary, comradcly Human nature, and perfect healthy physique;
also to prescerve for the human race, that connection with things
natural and wholcsome, which now is more than ever necessary,
bacausa.of our remarkably artificial city and town environment."
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ANSWER :

There were two paclks of unspecified make, and three Paddy-made
racks. ‘ “

If there were two "unspecified® packs being worn, one man would
cbviously know he must have a Paddy-made paclk and would wallk out.

If there was one unspecified pack being worn, sither of the
other two would be in a position %o reason to himself, if I have an
unspecified pack the third person will walk out immediately, If he
does not do so, I must have a Paddy-made. He would therefore be
able to walk out and give the correct answer,

As no one walks out of the room, there can be neither two
vnspecified packs being worn, nor one unspecified pack belng worn.

The first person to avrive at this conclusion realises that
they must all be wearing Paddy-made packs,
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