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Who walks with beauty never feels alone,

His constant comrades are the moon and sun.
Shared bushland walks recall the friend now gone
Invisible hands restore the absent one,

One camp still holds the footprints of the moon

That came and went a hushed and secret hour;
A glowing campfire ylelds the lasting boon -
Remembered friendship's white immortal flower.

Who takes of beauty wine and daily bread

Will know no lack when empty years are lean;
The brimming cup is by, the feast is spread,
The sun, the moon, the stars his eyes have seen
Shall still his hunger,and his thirst he stays
With wine of friendship from remembered daySa

- Mostly David Mortocn.
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AT OUR SEPTEMBER, HALF-YEARLY MEETING.

The Meetling commenced at 8,20 with the President in the Chair
and about 35 members present, First business was a welcome to our
newest member . = Margaret Innes. ' '

Next Joan Walker, although not present, was elected to the
Committee vacancy. As nobody wanted to be Federation delegate the
election of a successor to Tom Kenny-RPyal was deferred to the next
meeting,

A motion was put by Heather Joyce and carried by the meeting,
that we should write to the Sydney Morning Herald pointing out that
a suggestion made by a correspondent for the formation of volunteer
fire fighting squads to protect the park lands had already been
carried out,

The President conveyed the good, though unofficial, news that
a large part of the survey work for the Blue Mountains National
Park had been done, and that land north of the Western line and
between Kings Tableland end the Cox might be declared as part of the
park. .

The proposed Constitutional amendment, designed to make the
Literary Editor's membership of the Committee conditional on the
wish of the Editor and of the general meeting, was not approved by
the Committee and failed to obtain ths required three quarters
majority of the meeting. '

The sub-committee appointed to report on the celebration of the
Club's 30th anniversary - in October next year - recommended .
~that no action be taken. ’

General business started with a discussion of the printing of

a new.songbook. Frank Young pointed out that it was a big job and
a typiste was cssential on the proposed scong-book committee,
Alan Wilson thought the song-book was a waste of time so far as camp
fire entertainment was concerned, It was seldom seen at camp fires
and added nothing to their enjoyment. Renee Brown, speaking from
long experience, saild that 50% or more people didn't know the words
of songs but liked to sing and the book was for their benefit,
J%ne Puttjs opinion was that the best way to learn.the songs was to
listen while they were being sung. In reply to a gquestion Jim Brown,
who was on the last Committes, said that the book had been designed
to prevent the singers from getting on to "la-la-la-la" after the
first few lines, About 300 song-books had been sold, and many songs
were included because soms people liked them and they might well
become popular, Jack Wren councilled more care in selection of
songs as a?out a third of the songs in the book were never sung.
A sub-committes consisting of Malcolm McGregor, Frank Young, Grace
Aird, Colin Putt, Margaret Innes and Yvonne Renwick was appointed.
to produce a new book. Next it was debated whether or not the
Sub=committee should submit a 1list of proposed songs before the book
gis typed. Frank Barlow thought we should trust the Committee -

e title didn't tell you enything about the song and many doubtful
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songs had the most innocuous titles =~ and this seemed to be the
general view, :

By this time nearly everybody at the meeting had had their say
and the next motion provided an opportunity for the ramainder.
Frank Ashdown moved that the library be disbanded, the books sold by
sauction and the money added to Club funds, The President immediately
declared the motion, in the form proposed, to be unconstitutional,
because a motion to sell the Club'!s assets required fourteen days
notice to all members. The motion was altered to read that a notice
of intention to move should be sent to members, snd the debate
proceeded, Jack Wren supported the motion in this form, He said the
library had served 1ts purpose and ~ow only harboured silverfish,
Other speakers pointed out that this was just enother attempt to
whittle away yet another of the features which had made the Club what
1t is now, and instanced the discontinuance of the Club's Annua’
Concerts, Christmas treat for children, the publication of the
Bushwalker Annual etc. as cases in point, The motion was put and
leost, (At the close of the meeting a crowd assembled outaide the
library cabinet and at least one member was seen to leave with four
borrowed books in his hand,) o '

Finally a motion was put, rather tentatively, by Jim Brown that
Prospectives be allowed to attend Re-unions., Wal Rootes spoke sgainat
the motion saying it was, as its name implied, a re-union of membearns,
But people were getting tired of debating, the hour was late, the
motion was put and (much to Jim's secret surprise, I'm surse) was
carried; with which the meeting terminated, ,

- AQG. COllOy,
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- Cealin Putt,

Signal Kbppe- Lyskamm East Lyskamm West Castor Pollux
14,980 ft. 14,850 ft, 14,680 ft, 18,850 ft, 13,400 £,

THE FRONTTER TRAVERSE - AUGUST 1956,

"Tempo bruto," roared the hut guardian, shining a powerful “toreh
in our faces, I prised an eye open and locked at my watch = 3,20 ady
What on earth did 'tempo bruto! mean? Better get up anyway,

The stars shone cold and bright, but the hut shook and the guy
wires strummed and twanged in the grip of a vicious wind, With some
misgivings about the weather we forced down some black bread, cheese
and coffee, then put on storm clothing, crampons and rope inside the
hut. As we stepped into the dark outside the wind enveloped us, it
smote and cut at us, it tried even to invade that corner of conscious=-
ness which is reserved to control the placing of cramponed feet and the
hendling of the rope. We nearly ran. down the broad ice ridge from
the Signalkuppe in our eagerness to escape the wind, and in the lee
of the Parrotspitze we were rewarded by an excruciating return of
circulation to fingers and toes. As we stepped into the Lysjoch saddle
the sun was already touching the top of the long steep ridge before us
and the wind seemed less determined.,

In two ropes of two we worked steadily up our ridge which was
very steep, very narrow, but not complicated by rock steps or ice
overhangs, Wind crusted snow and blue ice alternated with bewilder-
ing frequency, some large cornices required care, and sudden gusts
of wind tried to catch us off balance, bubt crampons overcame all these
things and an hour and a half later we found ourselves rather unexpec-
tedly on the main summit of Lyskamm, a 1little sloping ice hummock
with shser depths of rock and ice cliff all around it except to the
west where a mile or so of narrow winding ridge led to the other peaks
The wind had dropped right away, the sky was cloudless and the sun
unusually hot., With thoughts of soft snow later in the day we tight-
rope walked the ridge at top speed, one foot in Switzerland, the other
in Italy, and the ice-axe.for a balancing pole, We were feeling fine
in spite of the altitude, and we raced over the rock steps in the
ridge non-stop, crampons and all, On the West surmit we found a party
which had just come up the other side, with a guide who seemed to be
something of a leg-puller, "Voild le Cervini" he shouted to his
gﬁtrons, pointing to the bulky unmistakable mass of Monte Rosa across

€ Waye ‘

At a good pace we cramponed down the west ridge of Lyskamm on
to tho Felikjoch, a broad snow plateau feeding two glaciers, Hers
we began to steike soft snow and really hot sune We took off our
crampons and ploughed on, The ridge up Castor is broad, kentle and
longs wunder conditions of slushy snow and extreme heat it is best
ngt remembered, 'The west side of the mountain, however, is not a
ridge but a steep ice face, complete with bulges of hard blue ice, ice~
c}lffs and threatening seracs, It was advisable to move one at a
time over part of this, and when we had reached the saddle between
Castor and Pollux and moved out from below the seracs, it was time
for lunch. The meal was shortened by the reappearance of our old
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enemy the wind, only as a chilly breeze this time, but enough to call
for a sweater and parke again, At the same time "hogsback" clouds
suddenly appeared, very high up, over some of the distant peaks, We
took the hint and hurried on to the next climb, Pollux, After a short
uphill wallow over deep wet snow and a conventional bergschrund, we
were at the foot of the east face, our first rock climb of the day,
and never have I seen such rotten, broken, unstable rock. Although
the face is steep, there is literally nothing sound on 1it; if you
pulled out one fair-sized lump at the bottom, the whole mountain
would fall down on top of you, Winding its way up the face of
shattered, contorted stone, is the culprit =~ a band of jet-black
porphyritic rock of obviously ipneous origin. We picked our way

~ carefully upward, close together to avoid the dangers of displaced -
rocks, and hardly daring to speak above a whisper. When , near the
top of the mountain, we at last got on to snow, it was no better for
it was only a thin layer of slush on top of steep 1ce. A piece which
broke away from under my foot started a fair-sized avalanche with the
greatest of ease,

At last we reached the top, a short curved piece of snow ridge,
and considered what to do next, The huge mass of the Breithorn was
















































