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There is a mountain gully brimmed with trees
So old, so grandiy tall, that there

The giant tree-ferns clustering at their feet
Seem frail as maidenhair;

The sea-gréen moss is velvet underfoot,
I look through sea-green air

Upward to lace of leaves, and onwards still
To see a sheer stream drop
In silver curtains from the mountain ton.

I'i1l stay and watch the flying rairbows SWOOD
About that waterfall

With a friend who answers thought --
Or nobody at all.

-~ Dorothea Mackellar.



SOC TAL FVEIT3.

TO COME
AUGUST 16TH:  Bill Beatty. 'Believe It or liot, in Austrelial!
AUGUST 23RD:  Change of Programme. See Hotice Board for details.

AUGUST 30TH:  Mr. Dumme will speak on The S.M.4, Hydro Electric Scheme
(film and lecture.)

PAST :

. JUNE 30QTH: Orily 45 members atiended the iid Year Dance , b had a wow
of a time. Regrettably the small rumbers mean a financial
loss,

JULY 19TH: Mr., Chaffer showed films of bird life from National Park,
the Atherton Tableland and the Macquarie marshes. The colour
photography was first class, with evciting close ups of '
bird life. ‘

JULY 26TH: Members slide might was a lively mixture. Of particular
interest were Frank Leyden's Colo amd Bungleboori gorges,
and Alan Round's Bttrema and Danjera Creeks.

New members John McCaffrey and John Colbran were welcomed at the July
General Meeting.

Stuart Brooks can no longer be contacted at XB2000. Try JW4L343.

B P —

Don™ miss your covy of
THE 1961 BUSIWALKER now on sale. Price 3 shillines.
(Publisted by the N.S,W, Federation of Bushwalking Clubs,) .
This is the first of its kind since 1948 and, we hope, the first of a long lins
of successes . . . . . .

We dips our 1id to Editor Geof. Wagg (and to Federation and to the many
comtributors) for this fine production. 48 pages of anecdote, information, maps,
photographs and line drawings. ‘

OUT OF CHARACTER !
Alex Theakston, so the dailies would have it, staggered back
to Thredbo after a snowbound night spent in a 'bush shelter® on the Main Range.

The description might suit a Snow Burmy, but it's hardly possible of our man of
steel.,

o



This years BUSHWALKERS BALL
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ARE YOU ABOVE AVER/GE?

- Jack Gentle.

At @ recent general meeting, one of ow members of long standing and short
stature, bitterly complained that having passed the age of three and twenty yerrs,
most people éwe“x"é, wmritten off and“e¢lassified:as N SXTe S B BTG 2 bt ’
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Nevertheless; in-spite'of the'decaf which is -said it idet in afterthat tender)
age, recent events have provided one or two pointers to the evolution of & new crd
of thought.

On a day walk led by an "Ernest! gentleman, sald to be of French extraction,
a particular ridge has to be climbed =t its end. OFf the party of 10 the averags
age of the only three who climbed the ridge was 50. Taro was 2 great help to our
cause and Robert Pallin was keen tc help the voung!

At a wrking bee at Era the averaze age was saild to be L0 with little Robin
Gadfrey of 5 years doing her part in furthering the cause »f the yvoungsters.

Even the writer, on leading a recent trip to Splendnr Rock - a jaunt that
was rightly described by the Walks Secretary as easy - found that although a hase
camp. was made, a particular group remained at camp, armd the "old hands", who
numbered seven but whose average age was 4O sallied farth, in spite of the heavy
rain and spent a most enjoyable day.

May I conclude with a snippet from recemt instructiomal first aid lecture:

Prospective (young lady): I believe that a suitable potion may be made by
boiling wild cabbage leaves etc. stc. ...

Lecturer (rather senmior): I wouldn't know, I'm supposed to be a First .id
- man, not a ruddy witch doctor.
Now test your skill: . inswer one question only amd win-aprize:—: . - ..
I am below-average:” - B0wmorks, i . | 5
I am above average 50 merks,

The winner receives free, one year's experisnce, 12 months from now.

THE PRICE OF ADVENTURE.

e

A character who recently went over Niongarn Falls in & steel and rubber
barrel has been fined for not having a permit. '




SCME, PEOPLE C.I7 Tin LUCrxr,
- Jim Brown.

A many years ago when my beard wes sandy (and not sprinkled with grey), I was
told of a newly affianced couple who were alleged to have walked hand in hand

right down the Wingecarribee River from Joadja Creek to the Wollondilly, As I

had not then been on the Wingecarribee I was not greatly impressed, amd@ I can't

understand why I remembered the  rumour all these years. T now believe it to be

apocryphal - at least vastly exaggerated - undless . . . well, unless they found

it easier to keep upright by holding harnds,

They are not the lucky people of the title of this tale: nor am I,

Apart from a mild venture on the Upper Wingecarribee (hereafter abbreviated to
W'bee) in the winter of LIL7 I kmew as 1little about it ag 95% of current Club
merbers until August 1959, when I was recovering from a bout of 'flu, .ard ‘the whole
Wollondilly catchment was Just getting over a minor flooding.

Aetually, I didn™ plan to do much W'bee that weekend, but when I came up the
Wollondilly I fourd T couldn't cross the flooding cutlet of the W'bee, so started
tertatively to follow it upstream along its northern bank, When I finally scrambled
out, six hours and four miles up, I ascribed the slow .going to (a) wealmess follow-
ing my influenza (b) the hsight of the piver which forbade crossing to easier going.
In fact, while I acknovledged that the W'bee can be rough, I didn't step up the
classification beyond rough.

During the following year I set down an of ficial programme wall which read
"Car to Joadja area, W'bee River, Wollondilly River, the Batteries, W'bee River®
and claimed it to be 26 miles amd rough, . About a week before the scheduled date
the junior part of our family was stricken cown with mumps: having heard alarming
tales of the disabling effect on adult victims, I reluctently cancelled the trip:
the half dogen or so potential starters, people like myself of moderate physical
capacity, are the lucky people of +he story, even though they don't appear any
further.

Somewhere at the back of my mind was a lingering suspicion that the river
really was slow, hard going and to put it to the test, I went down again last
Merch, on a weekend that was fine and cool and following a spell of pleasant,
reasonably dry weather, T also curtailed the trip by about six miles » by driving
the car on to the dsad-end roag “hich follows out along the spur between W'hee and
Wollondilly and finally ends at "vgalong House, For better access to the Wollon-
dilly I parked about 2 miles short of Tugalong, close to the point I expected to
emerge from the W'bee valley oppcsite Joadja Creek (you will find all this on the
Mittagong military map if you wart to trask it dovm). '

It was shortly after 8 a.r, on the Saturday when I upped pack and set cut down
the flank of Limestone Creek intc the Wol.'Londilly. My selection of ridges was a
bum one, amd I fourd myself drepping into Iimestone Creek instead of tracing out one
of the good spurs that goes direct to the river, However, in spite of rather slow
going, I was on the Wollondilly &t $.45 a.m, :

This was the. fir st "surprise. Koowing: the Wnllondilly below the W'bee Junction
to be lovely easy going, mostly ¢-wer grassy flats, it wos & milg shock to find this
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bit of river a fair facsimile of parts of the Shoalhaven below Tallong. The

river is fast, fairly turbulent, and the banks largely sand and rock - not vhat
you would call hard wallking ut not the reposeful meadows of a few miles below.

The two miles down to the Junction of the W'bee took about an hour of steady going.

The W'bee showed its teeth almost imnediately. I set off upstream on the south
bank at 11 a.m. and in ten mimites was being pushed high up by a shelf of smooth,
fissured rock dropping into an eddying pool. & gquarter mile took half an hour,

Then it eased for a while, and though the going alternated from fair +o
infermal, I had progressed perhaps 25 or 3 miles bty 2.30, with a brief Junch hal
included. This part of the river is fairly spectacular, a granite gorge with walls
that are never sheer, but always steep and rough, vhile progress is a variation
between rock hopping and rock scrambling. The water (at this time sbained fair tly
yellow from the cleared country higher up) flows quickly over bars and cascades,
and I faand no easy fords. Indeed, there was little to gain by fording for I lnew,
and could see, the Opposite side, where I had floundered along almost two years
before, was rougher and steeper.

I had a recollection of an intriguing place where ths river is farced through
a defile of granite only a few yards wide » Plunging in two yellow—green cascades
into a deep, quiet pool. The other time, the going improved above the falls, and
the rock became, I think, quartzite, with possibly some volcanic intrusions T
couldn't identify,

This poimt was reached and admired at 2,30 p.m. amd with lifting of spirits I
set out to find the "better going", For a while it did improve and once far a
hundred. yards or so there was deep grass under a dense canopy of casuarina farest.
Then, at the next bend, I ran into the wrst stage of all - steep slopes ending
in smooth rocky promontories, that plunged straight into fairly deep water. The
trouble was, there was Just encugh selvidge immediately above water level to lure
one on - then would come the blind corner where a deep yellow pocl eddied below a
small sheerdown, so that one either went back amd climbed around - or sometimes
stood in the uncertain water and groped around for unseen rocks at reasonable
depth,

At one of these places I was caught fairly. Two footholds at water level,
ore of them on a rather rotien Llooking stump of wood » then smooth quartzite, with
perhaps 20 feet of yellow water. I tested the depth tentatively, amd couldn'+
bottom to the legs of my shorts, I went to turn back, and my pack caught against
the rock - coulda' lean out far enough to free it. The stump of wood resolved
it by breaking. Then I was starding on firm bottom in five feet of water, with
the pack floating arcung oy shoulders and holding my watch hand nich I waded through
wrung myself out and went on. Twice I tried to cross, but my soanding stick
bottomed in unseen holes at ten feet or more,

)

By 4.0 p.m. » When T reached the limit of previous travel on ths far side, the
going had improved to extremely slow and rough, the estimated pace about 2 mile an
hour. Thinking to be out of the gorge that night, I by-passed two nlaces where a
tent might be pitched decently on good ground, and at last, only a % mile or so
downstream from Deep Creek, was obliged to stop on sand shortly after six o'clock,
Camping was not going to be casy, there was a menace of rain in the air, and I
couldn't affard to use up all the daylight before stopping. It was tantalizing to
think that, if my estimate was correct, a little over half s mile more rough going

i)



FOR ALL YOUR TRANSPORT FROM BLACKHEATH

CONTACT
HATSWELL'S TAXT & TOURIST SERVICE.

RING, WRITE, WIRE OR CALL
ANf HOUR - DAY OR NIGHT

'PHONE: Blackheath W59 or WisL BOOKING QFFICE: J docrs
from Gardners Imnn Hotel

(LOCK FOR THE HEON SIGN) -
SPEEDY 5 or 8 PASSENGER CARS AVATLARIE
_ LARGE OR SMAIL PARTIES CATHERED FOR
FARES: PK%YBEEAIEVQ{K'JIJS@NN 30/: per heﬁd (min;'}’.mm :;: passe'rlngers)

JENOLAN STATE FGREST 20/- "  u oo "
CARLON'S FARM 10/- n 1 n "

WE WILL BE PLEASED TO QOTE TRIPS COR SPECIAL PARTIES ON
APPLICATION, |

would take me to the Elysian pastures of the middle W'bee.,

I don't know when I've been qQuite so weary. When my mebl was cooked, I felt
too tired to be bothered eating, pushed some down » ard crept thankfully into my
sagging tent at 7,30. T daresay for toughened tigers the 7 hours of W'bee going
wazld not be too stremous: far me it was quite enough - almost too mueh,

In March it is light enough to get going soon after five o'clock. I've done
So several times, It is the measure of my tiredness that I slept ti11 & aem,, and
didn't start until 7.0 2em, that Sunday,

The going remained slow and héavy = rock hopping with VOnly a few hundred
yards of sand: at least, however, the sides of the valley were falling baek, and
about 7,30 I passed the remains of a fence coming down a very steep spur to the

Then - mrder he ¢ried/ On past. Deep Creek aml still clawing wp and down
over rocks! This is where I had surmised that the gorge ended and the gracious
open paddocks began, Came another corner, and I looked along yet another reach of
rock and shadowy waters hurrying over a broken bed. Worse still, immediately ahead
Was one of the W'vee specials - 2 sheerdown about 80 or 100 feet high with no

highway along the base,

So I mist go up:  and having made the first 100 feet, and taken a good look
at the next half mile, I decided to let the W'bee have its victory, amd contime on
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up the spur. The fact that all spurs on this big bend of the river lead to
Tugalong House made it an easy decision to reach.

Sh, the bliss to be able to put one foot in front of another - to stride
along instead of having to judge each step! Halfway up the hill I could laok over
to my left and see the wide fields higher up the river: it couldn't have bsen much
more than that half mile more rough gorge before the grourd broaks into smiling
pasture. ' .

Tugalong House, astride the ridge top, came up at ten thirty, and it was a
road bash to reach the car at 11.15., I lad only been away 27 hours in total, but
had walked as well as I could for 153 of then. ‘

Fifteen and a half hours is, I would say, quite as much as an average party
puts in at real fair dinkum walldne in a2 full weekend. My recononlissance wes &
curtailed version of the projected official trip - there's no Joubb, some people
can be lucky.

THE MID-YE/R DANCE., -

by "Our Social Reportert,

At last Jamuary's Monthly Neeting, an encouraging number of members voted in
favour of holding a Mid-Year Dance in Juns. nf course we kmow that June's tempereo-
ture is quite differemt from Jamuary's, but the Mid-Year Dance, when it was held on
Friday 30th June, didn™ really deserve the cold shoulder it received from the
majority of members,

The theme of the evening was "Come representing a song" and some really
ingenious representations of song titles turned up, The first prize went to Helen
Barrett and George Gray in their bear skins, complete with piecnic basket, portrayings
"The Teddy Bears' Picnmic". Substaential Teddy Bears, but a very fine effort!

Alex Theakston's representetion of "The Riff Song" and Jan Goodyear's "Baubles,
Bangles and Beads" also secured the Judge's approval.

The evening was, as usual, a social success, but financially it was one of the
worst flops we've had, Imto the 'red" to ths tume of 227, and that's a lot of
"dough" to a club operating on a tight budget as this ome does. The final count of
heads was 45, although 49 tickets werc sold (& couple of conscicnces must have
pricksd) ... and the active (2) nembership stands ot 217! s far as could be
seen, 2 or 3 prospective members out of the Present total of 50 bothsred to turn out.
What do they expect to get out of the Club if thev don't attend it's functiocns?

3 & J = A
VWhile on the subject it is noteworthy that about 50% of the new members admitted since
January have been conspicuous by their absence from most functions since becoming
full members,

The net result is ... no more Mid-Year Dances for a long time to core, and
perhaps, a longer wait far our new duplicator, which is becoming an urgent necessity.
Q
It is to be regretted that the Social Secretary is not getting the support she
deserves, especially in view of the large: amount of work, organisation and worry
(whether the thing will be a success) which are inspearable from the rumning of this -
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type of function under the privailing eonditi-ns of very littls support or
enthusiasm,

On the brighter side, there is still time to make amends by attending the
Federation's immal Ball at the Paddington Town Hall on Friday 15th September, 1961.
Order your tickets now, because last year the Ball was booked out.

MP. BANKS (KTili GECRGE) AND BEYOID.

A TRILOGY.

George Caley was semt out by Sir Joseph Banks as his private collector
of plants and settled in Parramstta in 1800, In November 180k, he
travelled from Kurrajong, over Mt. Tomah, bub instead of heading North
West through the relatively eagy country to what is now Bell, he turned
South to Mt. Banks and reached the sheer cliffs of the Greose. His men
refused to go further » @nd a possible crossing of the Mountains came to
nothing.

Today a highway follows 'Bell's line of road' (after Archibald Bell in
1823). Fronm it you can enjoy scenery of rugged grandeur with-ut effort,
but anyone with a spark of adventure in ‘thew should get off the bitumen
and explore the fascinating country sround Mt. Banks.
There are several ways into (or out from) the Grose Vallsy described in
the following pages.

PART I.

WINDY DAY FOR A BAULKLR.

— Don Matthews.

"Well, George", I said, "I think the best round trip wuld be down Pages Pass,
camp just above Blue Gum, go down the Grose a mile if we go up Col Creek, or
miles 1f we go up Coal Mine Creek, and back along the rim ridge to 1%t. Banks. Cosal
Mine Creek is 0.K., we had another 1ook at it a few weeks ago, but it's a long time
since I've been up the other one - I remarber coming +o a blanik wall, amd you clisb
a sort of rocky knob in the middle of the gully ard then shin up a smll tree growing
at about 45° to get omto a steeply sloping rib of rocks, 2 bit of a scramble — and
you're up..." George wasn't listening.

"How about the scemsry" he said, "Will I bring my camera", "Sure", I replied
thinking of the wonderful recky views, I cnld see tlnt George was dreaming of
a relaxing weekend in the sunshine » taking things easy. So was I if it came to
that, '

T parked the car just off the Bell road at midday, and gobt oub. No one else
did. "What's up", I yelled "don't you wart to go walking". '"Yes", admitted
Heather from the wermth, but we're just walting to see how long you can stay out
there'.  Just then the wind blew my balaclavae off ond by the time I'd retricved it



thoy'd taken heart and were crawling out into the
windy sleet .

It was reasonsbly cheltered in the Page's Pass
gully but we could hear the wind roaring overhead,
and through the noise, the sound of white ants at
work. There was, however, no suitably comfortable
cave, so we pressed on around the corner into the
gale. As we did, a tree branch hurtled westwards
a hundred feet over ocur heads. Rugged, huh?

The track down to the Grose is shown on the
Katoomba Military Map. We managed to follow it
approximately through vines and pricklés as it cut
across the ridge and down to the Grose, and then
followed the track on the Scuth side for a few
miles. ‘

The campspot on the upstream frings of Bluegum
was comfortable and sheltered. We looked up at the
stars and with more hope tlen faith predicted a fine
calm Surday.

Sure enough, the morning sun glowed goiden on
the cliffs of Lockley's. We stopped a mile or so
downstream to review the position. '

MThere™ I pointed "is the first easily access-
ible gully. At least, I think it's accessible but
my memory could be 2 bit vague. I remember coming
to a blank wall ...® The party also looked blank
and appeared not to be listeming. 'ho could be
bothered, sitting in this delightful sunshine.
"This one would be a shorter route than Cosl Mine
Creek, wouldn't it" asked Helen, snd the matter wns
settled, ‘ ‘

The slopes on the Hast side ridge were the
usual mixture of vines but not particularly difficult.
Then, near the cliff line, we struck a thick patch of
dead sally scrub. Possibly the West side ridge would
be easier. At last the creek bed and a rest. - time
for the leader to ponder on the possibility of a
retreat if need be, Then there was a crunch of
hobnails from asbove, and Roger Rigby appeared with
two mates. Yes, he confirmed ronchantly, there's
only one awkward place, and. it'd be easier going up
than coming down. Thus heartened we plodded on and
up the creek bed. ‘

And then ve came to a blank wall, turmned right, climbed a sort of rocky knob
in the middle of the gully, and there was a small tree . . . Bub the rest did not
follow easily.



The going was then straight-
forward; plod, pled, upwards into
the deep saddle, turn West, and on
to open heathlard cverlocking the
Grose. The view, as from anywhere
on these tops, was strildng and ex-
tensive but the wind was still
strong amd cold, so we dropped
Northwards to the creek for a quick
lunch. Then following the ridge
vwhich runs towards the saddle of
Mt, Banles we skdrted the low cliff-
line Northwards and climbed through
& corvenient gap into the saddle
ard on to the Trig, A Quick survey
of the 0ld familiar landmarks, and
then down the track into the freez-
ing twilight. '

- quarters of the way up.

11.

Georze could be persuaded that this
was the way and whizzed up without his pack in
fine style. Heanwhile, Helen was tackling a
vertical chimnsy to the left and was tlwec—
Then suddenly she was
only half way up, sitting on the dirt slope =and
eagerly embracing a frail looking palm tree
which was the only thing between her and a 15
foot drop. George crossed to the top of the
chimney with our slight rope and eventuaily
Helen got up. The rest of the party meanwhile
sat and shivered from cold. Then, tired of
waiting, Tine shimmed wp the tree, hung over
space for a while exploring the situation, and
scrambled to the comparative comfart of the
rock until George let down the rope for the sake
of safety.

The fest of -the party followed.

(Tt appears, from hobnail evidence, that
Helen's chimney is the accepted way to rope
down. However, the route described above is
probably the easiest way up.)




"MT. KING GEORGE AND BEYOND'.
(From The Sydney Bushwalker, December 1939.)

- Marie B, Byles.

'The valleys radiating from M. King George on the Zast wmrovide mary charming
3 7 3 ey s ] a1 .
camping ‘spots most of them having flat green swamps in their upper parts, and good
water and even caves below them.

&t present (1939) a cattle track runs acrogs the Hastern ridg,es_of Mount King
George. It is faint and often non-existent, but it muy be followed with br_eaks ,
over Mt, Catey, which, like King George, is baszlt capped and therefore well wooded
armd well grassed. Beyond this the spur takes one over a bare grassy knob. Then
the spur splits, the right hard branch culminating in a little comical treeless
hill sheer above the Grose. The hill is also the culmination of a series of
splendid views of the Grose Valley unsurpassed in grandewr and rivalled onkty by
the view from Butterbox Point near Mount Hay. :

There are two very deep cols on the spur, one before Mount Catey and one
before what some maps call Mourt Caley, and other maps do not name at all, Anyhow,
it is the hump nearly opposite Mount Hay. From the opposite side of the Grose,
that is, the Mount Hay side » both these cols appear to drop down imto the Grose
by gemtle, green, sloping velleys. Our pvarty (Peter Page, Ray Birt, Dorothy Haslucl,
Edna Garrad, Ken Iredale and myself) tried both from the top but small, umpleasant
sheer drops turned us back,

However, a week later Peter Page and Ken Iredale approached the col before
Mount Caley from below and succeeded in getting up. This was possibly the route
taken by Harry Whitehouse twenty or thirty years ago when he got off Moumnt King
George into the Grose, but when Gordon Smith and party left the Blue Gum for an
aftermon's ramble and by their nonireturn that afterncon made everyone think they
were either lost or injured, they took the crack up the cliffs nearer to Blue Gum,
The Maunt Caley col is not an easy route, but if Peter carries out his threat of
krocking in a few pitons it would then be possible far an average party and provide
& good rourd trip from Blackheath via Blue Gum o Bell.

The possibilities of the Coal Mine col before Mount Catey are mt so promising,
ut doubtless Dot English and the rock climbing section would get up somehow., This
is a challenge I am throwing cut to them but to no ons else. (Note: provided you
can find the right Place, the ascent is fairly stroightforward. Sce "Two Grose
Velley Excursions’ - 3d,) :

The first time we went out 1o Mount Catey from our camp on the eastern sloves
of Maint King Gearge, we went out via the summit of lount King George, and after
some searching found that about the only sasy wry off its nose was right above the

Grose Valley, By this route it +ooic us ~11 day to get to Mount Catey and back.

When we discovered +he cattleman's track over *+he eastern slopes of Mount
King George, the time wag very much less and another party using this track, even
if new to the district, should hardly take more than three aid a half hours right
out to the Little lnob at the vo furthest end of the spwr. Our own times were
as follows:- Bell road to camp, 3 hour, camp to col before Caley, 1 howr, this
col to col before Catey or Coal ifine col, 50 minutes, Coal Mine ol to erd of spur,
1 hour 10 mimites,

3
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STILL FOUR WEEKS OF WINTER .!.

eses and you still have the chance to add a
warm rugged raw-wool Norwegian jumper to your
walking wardrobe, Just the thing for freezing
frosts in the mountains and a great comfort
when the westerlies thwart your passage home
acgoss Narrow Neck with the thermometer pushing
32%1

VERY GOOD V.LUE AT £3.13,
so don' miss out on these.

6 & £,,16. 0.

Something has arrived that we have chased for
years although we chased as far as lales -
the lightest can-opener ever - 2"X 3/4" and
weighs less than £ oz. -~ 2znd the price is
lightweight too - just 1/2d. each.

Just to top things off before we go, some more
of those imported balaclavas which roll up
into a beret have just arrived - yours for

| 21/-.

Good walking folks.

SKITING NEWS AT OUR COOMA SHOP.

Shopping Hours: Monday, Wednesday, Thursday
9 Selle = 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday closed all day.

Saturday - 6 z.z. to 7 p.m.

Sunday -~ 8 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Just to suit the folk who wamt to nick up and
return hired gear.

. L a— -

PADDY PALLINTTY
Lightweight Camp Gear
~ 201 CASTLEREAGH St vaw
BMZ6E5
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The chief place vhere you may male mistakes because the track gets lost, is
when it crosses the long, groen treeless ridgs running out enst fn mm*:t King

George. You camnot mistaeke the ridge, am whether going or coming vou should meole

straight up and over it tr 1°t1ng to vick up the trac’t on Lb\, otnﬂr .Jlde. If coming
from the Bell side, you crass th

s the long, green wom (on the far side of the spur)
at its upper end, ard pick up the track ru rmanning aown the right hand side of the
swamp. Do not bo misled inmto following oy of the tracks which lead down or up
the spurs, the latter on to licunt King Gecrge.
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PART IIT,

TWO GROSE VALIEY BECURSIONS.

-  Hdns CGarrad.

Slowly and scmewhat reluctantly I walened, and then gradually became aware of
the beauty arourd ms., The early morning light was filtering through the tall slender
gums, lending them a mystic and placid loveliness. Tt was an stmosphere to inspire
reverence and awe, and the only sound was the faint stirring of the leaves in the
breeze and the twitterings of the birds. I was supremely content.

Suddenly I remembered. This was the day we were to elimb Mourt King George.
I aroised my companions and we prepared and ate our breakfost with one eye on the
changing light reflected from the surrise. Finally at about 6 a.m. we set forth rrmsd
with a length of rope, comeras ; ard a supply of oranges. There were several parties
camped in the Forest and they eyed our early start with assuwed horror.

Een and Colin, of course, are experierced climbers but - like most bushwalkers,
I have done little climbing with ropes, axd I was secthing with excitement - ard
perhaps a little apprehension. "

We took the first ridge on the left rising from the Grose below Blue Gum,
and worked our way up. Well below the rock faces we emtered the creck bed, and from
then on were contimally in and out of the creek. i found lots of friendly branches,
tree trunks and roots to assist us in ascending to the different levels. The first
time we used the rope was rather interesting. It was possible to reach the ledge
above, but there were no holds. Subsequently we lassced two trees and formed a kind
of ladder in the middle. Tt was impossibls to use cither tree singly, as they were on
each side of the portion we needed to climb, amd to have used one or the other would
have necessgitated swinging over snice., Once Ken wos up, it was quite simple. Thers
was one delightful spot where the roclks form = nstural balcory with balustrade, from
which you can look down to the river and realise the height you have mada.

The most difficult vortion is near the top. The creck bed divides into fwe
chimeys, the one on the right belng quite impnssible, and +the one on the left for
some time did not look very hopeful. The rock forms & shallow type ~f chirmey with
mractically mo walls and flat at the back, However Ken sot, un, amd having arrived,
spent a considerabls time studying the balance of Lhe ¢1iTe “alwre lowering the rope
for Colin ard me. Tt was dreadful. Thre thought of not making the tou ~&h o having
come so far was tragic, However, having studied the position carefully, Ken lowerd?d
the rope and I went up the chimmey. I was a bit staggered when I saw the small rock -
and more particularly the angle of the rock - +o which the rope had been belayed.
In these circumstances it is well to be aware of your own ignorance and have laots of
faith in your leader; I decided cheerfully that "Ken knew best". We found that the
difficulty vhich had been concerning him was a masty corner with a drop of sj_xty.or
seventy feet beneath. There was no danger while the rock held, but it was the kind
of thin ledged rock that crumbles awgy. However this was successfully negotisted
ard then it was no distance to the top.

We had talked of this climb since Eight Hour-Weekend when with Marie, Pster end
Ray, we had made a set camp at the back of Mount King George and explored the tops,
Now, having made our objective, we were more contented than triumphant, and all
walkers know the satisfaction of a feat accomplished.
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It was 2 glorious morning - blue sky, flsecy clouds and a gentle breeze.
There were wild flowers in abundance, and the perfume of the boronia floribunda
was a contimual delight.

We continued along the cliff edge until we reached the col between King George
and Mt. Cayley. We have previcusly tricd to climb this creek amd 2lso the naxct, but
without ropes and with the possibility of finding ourselves in o pogition where we
could neither get down or ascend, amd had given up the attempt. Later, however, Ray,
Ken and Pete had made their way up from the bottom, so that we knew this gully was
negotiable. Although this creek is interesting it is not zs exciting as the fj_'r_st
ore, I preferred to use the rope on scveral occcasinns and would nct care to go down
without it. I have a2 horrible memory of Ken shinning up & tree with 2 drop of
hundreds of feet beneath him, Half way down we came across a most extracrdinary
pPlant, It was like a giant christmas bell - abrut six times the size of 2 good
sized bell, and with lots of flowers on the stem. Below the cliff faces we worked
across to the right, down the ridge and back to Blue Gum for lunch - well satisfied

=
(%

with our morning's work.

Armniversary weekend we returned to the Grose, but camped about four miles
below Blue Gum. Our objective this time was vhot we call the Coal Mine Gully, and
no doubt you have all noticed the mine on the map and the zig zag track marked 1sad-
ing to it. I had tried to pick out the mine from below, above and across the
valley, but without success, This was not remarksble as the mine entrance we found
to be facing the creek bed and entering straight into the ¢liff side. The shaft only
goes in about twenty odd feet. We held a council of war here, ard decided that Ken
and Dorothy would take the right hard side of the creek, Fred Svenson and Colin the
left, and I would contimue up the creek bed. My way proved simple and there were
evidences of wallaby tracks and, we thought, signs that this route had been used by
the prospectors. From the top we had previocusly decided that this gully would
urdoubtedly prove impossible, but were amcious to "give it a go". It proved
remarkably easy. Following up the creek bed there is an obvious way cut to the
right, and this gully can be recommended to anyorne interested in 2 new way out of
the Grose. There are well defined tracks leading to the Bell Road, but it would be
best to discuss this portion with someone who has been there - unless you have
plenty of time to spare. The going on the tracks is easy, and presumably they are
used by cattle, ’

Leaving the creek bed, we climbed over . Catey, acrozs ancther knob snd then
reached a very green gully which we had cbserved from the other side of the Grose and
had considered looked very mr omising. It proved to be the wost beautiful of the
four gullies we had climbed, beins full of tree ferns ani lower down we came to &
delightful running stream which, aftér the mirky Crose and other streams we have
come to regard as usuval this summer, was a real joy. e had lunch in a Pleasant
spot half way down, beside a pool and surrounded by tree ferns. The only snoes in
this.descent were the lawyer vines end the thorns of the tree ferns, They were most
unfriendly, There was no difficulty in climbing dowm to the river , and the rope
was not required in either of these gullies. They are easily accessible to any
walker. The last creck is roughly opposite the creek which forums the only way we.
know - yet - on to Mourt Hay from the Grose.

Both these trips proved extremely interesting, and undoubtedly to explore
rew country, not kmowing whether you will make it or have to turn back ard retrace
all the ground gained, is indeed the very spice of walking.
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70 SUMMARISE :-

There are four negotiable ways cn to the platesu,

1. The gully directly behind Blue Gum, shown on the map as Gordon Smith's route
which is the most difficult. (See PART IIT.)

2. The gully about one mile below Blue Gum, described in PART I. (Col Creek on
the map.)

3. The gully of Coal Mine Creek, about 4 miles below Blue Gum (see PART I71).

L. The gully beyond the flat top mow known as L, Caley (PART ITI).

WANTED

Can any reader give us up-to-date detail of Route One above, or of any
other features of this area?

DY WATKS.,
it GRS .

AUGUST 20TH  Waterfall - bus to Bola Creek - Ulonla Falls - Weberfnll,
' , 9 miles,
This will be a bit of g scramble with svms thick golng.  Gaiters or
slacks recommended, Treverses Some unennllt crastal orush in the
Royel Hatinnal Park. The leader dnesn' often get into the Clubraom,
but ring him at LB6LI5 (most evenings).
8.20 a.m. train Central Electric Station to Sutherland
CHANGE AT SUIHERLAND for rail motor to Waterfall,
Tickets: Waterfail Return @ 5/9d. plus 2/- bus fare.
Maps: Port Hacking Military or Tourist.
' Leader: Clem Hallstrom.

AWGUST 27TH  Parramatta — bus +o Kollyville (Showground Road) — Cattai Crecic —

Mason Trig. - Rouse Hill. 11 miles.
This district is noted for the various speciss of Acacia which are
usually in full bloom at this time of the wear. Recommended for

ew members.
8.9 a.m, train Central Electric Station to Parramatta,
9.0 a.n. Rouse Hill ous from North side of Parramatta Station.
Tickets: Parramatta Return @ L/3d. plus about 3/8d. Return bus fores.
Maps: Windsor HMlitary or Hawlcesbury River Tourist.

Leader: Davig Ingram,

SEPTEMBER 10 Hornsby - bus to Koals Bear Sanctuary (inspection) - Cowsn Creek - The
Sphimx - Turramirras North, 6 miles, ‘
An opporturity to inspect the Knalsn Bear Sanctuary in Kuringgai Chase
and, perhaps, photograph some of the amimals in a natural setting
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followed by a ramble through the surraunding srea where the early

wildflowers will be at their best. :

8.10 a.n, train Central Electric Station - Hornsby via Bridge.

8.2L a.m, train Central Electric Station - Hornsby via Strathfield.

9.20 a.m. Bobbin Head Bus from Hornsby to the Sanctusry. .

Tickets: Hornsby Return @ about 5/—- nlus 3/— bus fures and inspection
fee at Sanctuary.

Map: Broken Bay Military. ,

Leader: Brion Harvey.

FROM THE N.P.A, BULLETIN:

AUGUST 14TH  THE ANNUAL MEETING OF CENPRAL REGION: Come and hear the Armal
Report and help -direct policy far 1961/62. Election of Committee and
Officers. We need your help, Perhaps you can accept a place on the
Committee or an office.
NOTE THE NEW REIDEZVOUS. Agriculture House, Ground Floor,

h 195 Macquarie Street. Opposite Parliament House.
Feature for the Night: lMembers' Slides arcund the Resarves.

\—.

AUGUST 20TH WILDFLOWNER RAMBIE NO.1. Members to assemble East side of Pymble
Station at 9.45 a.m. Those with ecars will be asked +o take train
travellers from Pymble to the "Ramble irea”, Len Fall for details,

AUGUST 25TH to SEPTRMBER 11TH  SCHOOL HOLIDAYS TO THE LAMTIGTON HATIONAL PARK,
Just over the ‘ueensland Border, ILen Fall is nrganising this camping
trip. Please comtact hin without delay. Phone JA5959,

FROM THE BULLETIN OF THE N.S.W, FEDER4TION OF BUSHWATKTIG CLUBS.

WARRAGAMBA CATCHMENT — WATRIMG RESTRICTIONS. The following is nn extract from the
Water Board Staff Bulletin 16/3/81: V...spscinl arrancements have been made 4o
protect stored water from pelluticon by hikers, The beard will allow nildng through
the catchment aree OUTSIDE the two-mile zone from the top limih of stored water,
provided permission is sought and granted...Binnket permissinn wiil be given to
affiliated Bushwalldng clubs and parties of Boy Scouts... No permission will be
needed to hike on PROCLAIMED ROADS within the cotchment nres or within 2§ miles of
the Wentworth Falls-Katoonba Railway, or the plateau of thg Narrew Neck Peninsula,
In a few sections such as... Burragorang Lookout..,.the tw> mile Limit will be
reduced a little.,." Details would in due course »s shown on tourist meps, notices
erected at appropriate points, etec.

- S. & R. FIELD ORGANISFR., Minian Melville of the CMV has been appointed Field
Organiser of the S & R Section., He would like all clubs to notify up-to-date contact
men ard club members who are able to rarticipate in weelday and weekend searches.

The section intends to hold a demonstration weelkerd later this year,

VOLUNTEFR BUSHFIRE FICHTERS. The Group Captain of the Sutherland Shire Bushfire
Brigades, Mr, Wafchorn, has asked Federation for the names, telephones and addresses
of persons who could be called on in case of bushfires in tie Royal Netional Park,
Bushwalkers who are prepared to help if available when called on can give their
names to their Federation Delegates or to the Honorary Secretary,

@



