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THE JUNE GENERAL MEBTING,

_ Jim Brown.
is to i 0T ime the e short-1i lzy Meeti -
but g%i? E“?%t%l%lfé%geﬁﬁle time than the short-lived May Meeting

Minutes were understandably quite briof and in "matters arising"
we heard Hoather White had reported on the Kangaroo Vallsy land pur.-
chases: negotiations with the Society of Friends were Proceeding,
but it appeared thet prices had been agreed upon with #3860 as the
S.B."7. share.

The President then called hopefully for nominations for several
vacant offices, and although s Lady Committec member was not to be
had, Jack Perry undertook magazine sales and circulation activities,
and Marion Lloyd volunteered as one delegate to the Nature Consorva—
tion Council. There was 2 suggestion of Helen Grey as the added
S & R Contact being scught.

Movement of personnel occupied some of +he Correspondence with
Davn & Brian Anderson transferring to non-active and Pat and Ian
ood going active. Mention was made of a Nature Conservation exhi-
tition to be beld in July/August ahd moves were initiated to obtain
some 8BS custodians (this rroject later came to naugh‘t}c

The Treasurer reported a month of favourable results with
current funds rising by about $30 to a closing figure of $5%8: there
are many outstanding subscrirtions.

Although three programmed walks Tolded up for lack of starters,
there was recasonsble walking activity in Mey, beginning with a varty
of § on Bill Gillam's trip to Splendour Rock and Cox's River, and
29 on Jin Calloway's day walk in National Park. On the second woek-
end Bob Younger, with a party of 10, carried cut a mid-day Saturday
start to Blue Gum and Grand Canyon,. and 13 folk went down Middle
Harbour Creek on a day walk with Gladys Roberts - some of +he varty
had a dry lunch as the creek smelt™high®, = The Instructional
Walk from Mt. Caley to the Grosc and back via Coal Mine Creck was
led by Don Finch' the party of 21 including 17 Prospective members.
On the same week-end Marion Lloyd had 8 people on an energetic trip
over the Queahgong-Guonogang massif, and back via Kanangsroo and
Yellow Dog.

Coming tc the fourth weekend of the month, Barry Paccy was leader
of 16 who made the circuit Kanangra*CloudmakermKowmung River and back
via Gingra Range, and on the Sunday 21 were out on Jack Gentlce's
Otford-Burning Palms-Helensburgh day jaunt. Cn the final wesk~ond
Joan Righy and party of six were out on Vollemi Creck and the Colo
River, and David Ingram's day test walk topped the attendance score
with 32 (Vatorfall-Yoronors Trig-Heathcote).

&)
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Poderation Report was temporarily deforred 4o sco if a
delegate with a detailed report would tufn up, but finally
Alan Round gave a brief verbal roport, mentioning § & R had ro-
ceived two alerts - one from a party who sought to canne down
the Cupertee/Colo Rivers on fnzac week-end and finally got out
a week later. It is alsc thought $hat the uswal annual S & R
demonstration nay e allowed to lapsc *hL vear, obut the Wow
Zealand Alpine Club has offered to give a;qemonstratiom of
rescue operations in snow country. Federation had issued g
warning on leaving eapt~ rlnstvc Taks ar@und canping places
after ten cows on a farm roperty dled from cating | zgs left by
an Army group cn exerciso

(]] P’!

The President ammounced that some Commitiec membors
wondered if Club rules should he framed %n cover The posaible
suspension of members, iu view of the delation of an old
resclution relating to such action. Yoir reporter suggaested that .
the expunged rule merely covered the g _«M\t;ov T pagyment of
subscription by a suspended mombor, and the uonc+1tu*ibn already
gave Committee scope for any punitive acfion it may decn desir-
able, save that the extrme pansity of szhL~ion carvizd a right
of appeal.

Tith a refershce to celebration mf our gonicr Lati

i
(Paro ’s) 90th b;r*hdav lats in June, the mcating came Ho its
clese at 9,00 p.: i -r"

U A e T e 8

E. (Ted) Caincs Phillips of the River Canoc Club o
away last menth after o brief illness. Members of long stanling
particularly thosc who served on Cammitiee, will recall tho
sketch maps of verious districts preparad by him and forwarded
. q =

for our informstion. He was the autiior of several D.OKS on
walks in the Sydney area and South gt {(now unfortunately out
of print). His extenzive krowl dge of tho country withim 100
miles of Sydney was alweys available to the membors of bhis
Club who sought it.

S D A 5

£ A DEVIL AND LEAD A WALK:
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MITTAGONG TO PICTON BIKE TRIP.

Marion Llioyd.

At Mittagong we scrambled out of the first carriage down
a ladder then a short jump to the ground, stumbled along the track
and up onto the platform. We collected our bikes from a bewildered
station assistant then stoksd up at the cafe bofore proceeding to
ride the 18 miles to Malcolm®’s Farm. The last bit was very hilly,
muddy and bumpy, certainly not ideal conditions at 1.3C in the
morning. - However, Fitz's horn prevented stragglers from drifting
off. Te reached Malcolm®s Farm about 2 a.m.

Next morning we proceeded down Burnt Flat Creck, which
was badly eroded from recent rains making it treacherous in parts
and slow going, often lifting our bikes across the crecks and
numerous ohstacles. Lyn Drummond had a spectacular bust up on
her bikc but escaped with multiple bruising.

Before leaving the creek it was quite obvious that
not all were going to make it {o Katoomba. Five dccided to take
the track back to Pictonu. From here the track became
ruch better but still very hilly and bumpy. However, we turned
off fire trail too early to follow a sheep path down a gradual
then vory steep hill to the Wollondilly. To our horror and dis-
may the river was in full flood.

Bushwalkers can be very pig —headed at times and we
were quite determined to reach Katoomba at all costs. However,
it became quite clsar that all the combined kunow-how could not
rroduce a floating object. Here I have noted some examples ~
l. 1 long log was propelled across by 3 intrepid swimmers.
Half way acrcss the current was too sirong, log abandoned,
swimmers returned. 2, Two long logs with two bikes on
top tied teogether with boot lace, but forgot to check whether
logs floated. Ten fect out these went to the bottom.

3. Optimistically, two bikes were thrown on some logs that had
previously floated one. 15 feet out our ferry submerged rapidly
with great displacement of water. 4. A log was fitted
cross bar and handle bars of H.M.B. Wade. Wade rode through

the water like a torpedo only to disappear gracefully out of
fiew. Apologies to the tadpoles were given for this intrusion.

One hour later giscussions and lunch over, we grudging-
ly surrendered to the Wollondilly. So it was back to Picton for
us toos First we had to push our bikes up a fantastically stcep
rocky hill. ™e got over the top and Grzham optimistically

a)
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suggested taking the right fire trail (now about 2.45 p.m,) to
Yerranderie, reckoning we could get thore by 8 p.ms After much'
umming and ahring boss Russo decided it was too late and that we
should catch the others upe. So the race was on again and as usual
we spent most of our time trudging up the hills and jackhammering dowm
them. Every bone felt dislocated and my muscles like quivering
blubber. Not long afterwards we caught up with the others so it

was a good excuse for afternoon tes.

By and by we found we were riding slong thoe shores of
very big pond, the sunset on it was beautiful giving i i

a
vt a ting
pink - mey be that is why it is marked in pink cun the mar.

e of

We picked our camp site well out of sight of the highway.
Here we saw lots of ducks and swans and a lot of kangaroos (gbout
6) hopping around. ‘ ‘ '

Next day we found the track very busy with bulldozers and
workmen as quite a few sections of the road had collapsed duc to
recent rains with splits up to 12 feet deep.

Por a few hours wo followed the shores of this peond. Al
was beautiful and quiet except the occasional hum of machinery and
it was a glorious day. HEventuslly tbls track joined the tarred
road down-to the Nattai. ¥e had a good spin down a steer long
hill to the Wattai but to our dismay the bridge had been washed .
away so we had to make a detour of =sbout a mile up river before we
found a place to cross. Here we had lunch, then worked away
down the river. DBefore the bridge we hﬂd to make another detour
up and over very steep scrub as we didn® pﬁlt;cula;ly want the
bridge fixers to know we were around. Da ck on the tarred road again
we commended the very gradual climd of sevoral miles frcm‘the
Nattai. The country was beaubtiful with water all along the rcad;
tut it was more than once we were practically skittled by that
cursed species called Sunday Afterncon Tourists.

About 3.30 pem. a man in a landrover coing towards us
pulled Dot and myself up. The drealed ranger. He bawled at us
"Ya going up...didn’t ye see that notice”. Wa looked back and
about twenty fcet down the read was a nctice with half the paint
weathered away and slightly 1idden by bush "NO CAMPING, NO FIRES
CAMPERS PREIBITED, FINE $100." "0h  dear, bterribly scrry we
didn't see it on the way down" says L. After he roared off I said
to Dot "Phew, twenty feet this side of the law. That was close.
Just as well he didnit see us near his pond.” -

Apparently the ranger got the same answer every time he
pulled up a group. By the time he got to Lynn, who was last in
line, he had given up asking or he had lost his voilca. '
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After this calamity and when we were: all together pgain, wo had a
little bit of something whilst giving our various versions. - i
Gventually we got on to the tarred road to Picton. Not far out of
Picton is this fantastically steer long tight winding hills .. The -
only time I applied the brake was when a stupid idiot came around-
the corner on the wrong side., Fuming that I had to slow down, I’
went around the next corner so fast I nearly went o—er the safety
fence. Later we all agreed it was the best downhill spin of the
trip. : —_—

We reached Picton about 5 Pemsy quenched our thirst at the -
pub while we ate fish and chips, However, one chap was going to
ride back to Sydney. He left his Pack on the pub verandah, Some
of us thought he had gone up to.the cafe with some of the others.
About an hour later hec came to the cafe wanting to know if 'any of
us had his pack because it wasn'4 at the pub. He had ridden
about ten miles before he realised he wasn't carrying his pack.
This meant he had no money and had Jost a new pack and:-other new -
equirment. We had %o pass his sock around to get enough for his
fare home.

The train we were to catch was full. The guard wouldn't
have us in his van - ‘gainst regulations -i.and the old ladies and
civies wouldn't let us contaminate them, so we had to stand,sit
or lie. '

SKI TIPSs

Angulation, the dropping of your downhill shoulder, is the
way to give edging control and stability to your skis. In the
traverse the lateral plane of the hips is parallel more or less to
the slope, If your lower shoulder is brought back at the same
time so that the line through your shoulder is parallel to the
line joining your ski tips you are in g perfect, stable safe
position.

Always warm up well before the day's skiing. Knee bends,

body bends with your chin touching your knees, calithenics in
goneral all help. So will 'a lot of bushwalking. '

down,

INDULGE YOURSELF AND LEAD TWO. WAIKSI .

‘When skiing from a 1lift check your bindings before running

an



Te The Sydney Bushwalker. July.1969.

THE UPS AND DOTNS OF BROKEN "0CK RANGE.
- Dorothy Ncbls.

. It was obvious from the outset that hies waz going o bo
a Pat Harrison Special. ’

Thursday night (it was Anzac weck. |
eight forch beoams bobbing their way dowa %
A few lights terminated at 2 snug lidtle ca
while the remainder continusd on o that 3:1
dowtie

end) saw the glow of
h & UTE‘,OK r.(,-t A.{G,J..L?l'];wTu o
R

e -
200vVe

IS
<
=
o
@
o
5]
6]
.
v

Next morning the adeﬁy»trau to style, was up and awary.
bounding energetically ac s the Tops vhilec the rest of ihc
barty was still engaged in the usual scmi-conscious poticrings’
around before breakfsst, With the leader out of tho wey thu
party heaved a sigh of relief and scttled dcwn %o 2 Jbgvu:cly
meal. '

Fj §--i

Fortunately we caught the leader up in +ime for us to ad-
mire the view togetheg before ttrning away from the vw“lny to head
towards the Gingra Range. Rogs Bughes sirodo head, intunt on
locating his ridge (it actually is named aftcr = welative of his),
hotly pursued by Alan Round who was intent 0n Proving some mEhly

original theory about his musclez. The rost ¢f us procesded in
a more dignified manner and turnecd dcw Tughes Ridge to arrive

at the Kowmung River by latc morning.

':i'

To our surprise the other two were no i

4
waited; thinking that they may have landed & 1ittle up or downe
stream. Thile we waited, two cattlemon on horses arrivel,
surrounded by a surging mass of yelping dogs, and I

L R
D22 .

nl leeding a couple
of cows. The few words that passed Detwden the men and oursclives
convinced Pat that they were highly suspicious charactors,
especially when one of them refusced to 3ake Patis boots across
the river with them. Consequently, Wﬂ*h our imsglnations fived,
we entertained ourselves by inventing elaberate sioriss to '

-

explain their actions. But these wore havdly more craggerated
than the ones we begain quggestlﬁﬁ to explain the continuiny ab-
sence of Ross and 4lan.

Pat had planneéd on at least reaching Butcher Cro
sreen Wattle Creek by nightfall so that we CObld do Broken
Range the next day. Ve doubted however, whethér Ross or ﬂlan had
an appropriate map with them, so we considercd going down the Kow-

aK OI‘ aven
cn

mung as far as Gingrz Creck and meking a fixed camp, wspccislly as
Marion Ellis intended to anyway. Thon we could do a day trip out
to Broken Rock. Admittedly this meant doing 25 miles in orc day,
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but, as our leader was carcful to ﬁinﬁ out, we could do it if we got
up early cnough, namely 5.30 z.m.

Since such an idea was too horrible to contemplate, we put it
from our minds and decided in the meantime we'd cross the river and
have lunch. Barry ncarly froze doing gallant St. Christophers across
the swiftly flowing waters, and others g6t their clothes wet mid
stream. But a warm fire, a warm sun and a two hour lunch later and
we had all revived. )

Our thoughts turned once again to the missing two bods. Maybe
they's missed the turnoff and gone all the way down the Gingra, or
gone down the wrong ridge or pherkaps they's gone on ahead and were.
aiming for Butcher's Creck. Eventually our resourceful leader de—
cided wetd camp down the river and o the day trip out to Broken
Rock. He had cunningly omitted to tell us thet this variation would
turn the trip into a good fifty miler.

So in blissful ignorance we sauntered down the Kowmung, stopring
periodically to try and decipher the various footprints whenever
they trailed across a particularly muldy section of track.

Hell, they weren't there to greot us at Gingra Creek, so
we set up camp and cocked cinner whilc we considered new theorics
and picked others apart. Te'd nearly finished eating when they
appearsd, looking rather thc worse for wear. A4fter a lengthy
interval when they made a semblance of recovery, they began their
explanations which unfortunately came in disjointed clumps that took
mest of the week~end to sort out. '

It appeared that Round's Rantings and Hughes Blues had lead
them astray on an incredibly ridiculous wild-goose chase up and down
various parts of the Gingra Trail (apparcntly they steopped and waited
for us when they were only five minutcs ahead and by some miracls
we managed to pass thom). They even mansged to find a new way off
the Gingra, a routc that landed them in a creck which they refused. to
describe to us in English. They woren'!t quite sure what part of the
river thoy had landed on, because unlike our leader who always has
at least six lLands Departmcnt maps in each pocket, Ross had no map
at all and they's walked off the only one that Alan had. However,
after a bite to eat they eoven managed to do some thinking and after
deciding where they were, they haaded downstream. They found our
lunch spot, and after being hopelessly ccnfused by the myriads of
footprints in umpteen different dirsdctions, they cventually sorted
things out and galloped down the Kowmung in the dark until they
found us. '
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Cur news of a T o'clock start noxt morning did not scem to cheer
them up greatly. ‘ -

The night was clear beforc the arrival of an early morning
wist which settled arocund us and damponsd the air. We bre cakfasted
to the sounds of the gently lowing cattlé across the river as our
cattle duffers and their dogs moved them: avyout the yards. By
half past soven we wore ready to leave,having spent some time

organising three packs Letween saven people. Ye left Marion
behind to mind the camp and spend a restful day on the river.

After catching up with the leader who had of courss left
n ti we h ed. & ridee ﬂr rated, with ,wildflowe anq bo
orsTo4g" ek T SUt of % e mists a SEEng
.
Y

HD

e 15 and were loc

a clesr blue sky as we followed the road post "Bran Jan“ and
onte Scott'’s Main Range. Hore wo turned fight and walked along
the road, keeping our eyes peecled to avoid the occasional dingo
trap. After a mile ‘or 3o the leader selected a map from his
extonsive files, locked at it and charged off into the scrub,
explaining es we followed that this was where there. ought to be
a ridge leading inte Butchers Crock. Needless to say there
was, and after iramping down the bare and burnt-out riige we came
to Butcher’s Creck which was beautiful with its clear sparkling
water lighting up the trees and rocks, giving them an unusual-
briiliance in the shadows of the creOK,

%]

Bofere leaving the creck we bo¢lo& the bjlly for a ﬂuﬂok
morning tea and filled &1l available containers with wator
because we were unlikely to find any more until late afternocn
when we would again be on Butchers Creck, '

e start ed up a likely looklng ridge, scattering k ”anu TOOS
as wec went, -and after gaining height gradually for some time we
sew the impressive sight of the cnd of Broken Rock Range. uovoring
above us, dry and rocky and supported byt buttresses of crumbly
red carth. 4s we made our way to the top, we began to fesl less
kKocen about the cleax Plue sky, but we were thankful not to have
to carry all our gear as originally planned. Therc was a final
rock scrambles and levering-up of bhodies before we finelly reached
the top and started off along the length:of the range. Ther
was & surprising amcunt of cover on top; as it was Well trecd
and cven managed to house some lyre-birds.

We walked along, waiting hopefully for a suitable lunch
spot to appear before us. Iventually Alan 4id some detouring and
found a little cave and, to our amagoment, & creek with water in
it. 8o we all plonked down, our sp+r1Ls scarlnb at the thoaght
of water for lunch.

GO THE WHOLE HCG = uTKB L ALK A MCNTEI

&a
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Many sandwiches and Cﬁ?s cf tea later we left the little creek,
which was later discovered 1o be Fritszls Cresk, and cont:micd on

our way. Ye'ld passed the trig station and the "Break" which names
the range and which makes the only route off it other than the ends.
Te continued onwards in an unenling serisa of ups and downs,; a

couple of hundred feet cach timc. Ivery bunp we thought must be the
last onc (i.e. the one on the end), but it never seemed to be, as
each time we reached the *op only {0 see another drop helow us and
another rise beyond that. .

Just as we were beginﬁihg o gat worried sbout the failing
light, we came to the last of the rocky risc and turned off the
range onto a ridge. We began picking our way carsfully down the
rest of the way - carefully down the stoep crumbly bits, and then
thundering down the rest of the way in the hope of roashing Buichers
Creck hefore it was completely. dark. This we just manzzo
after a good many gulps of lemon and lime wo started; at
five, to meke our way up the 2,000 feet of ridge onto Scott
Main Range.

As we later discovered, we came upon the road somewhere
near New Yards. The party codlepsed in an ¢ddly resulax linc on
the roedside and after a while began to think of food and scrabiied
in tho bottom of the three packs for the Tfow remaining hits and
picces. Thon all was eaten we started plodding the milcs along
the white, moonlit road, and again made the occasionel dicey detour
to avoid a dingo trap. We waited at the turnoff Ffor bods to catch
upy and then it was all dowrhill to the causceway on the Kowaung
whre we walked upstream a short distance to resch +the camp-

It was ten past ninc when e arrived, and we wers cxccedingly
tired, so we werc really gratoful when we saw that Marion had a
firec still going for us, although she had gone o bed. TFor o loung
whilc we sat around it in silence -~ no encrgy. Areund 10 o’clock
there were some stirrings as some thought of food and othcrs of
bed. Thon followed scme weary wenderings around the comp as
Packs and gear werc sorted out. In our absenco Marion nad cleaned
our billies to such a shine that nobody knew whose was whose,
and she's sven aired our slceping bags. Confusion ensucd with
Lauric using someone else’s billies and Dovg menagivg to deep in
two bags at once, neither of thom his own. Around midnight every—
thing had been sorted out and everyons eventually reunited with
their gear; could at last go %o slcep.

The fine weather stayed on for Sunday, and after some debate
we decided to go up “ingra Creck and Croft's "idge, over Page'’s
Pinnacle to Crofts Yall and back along to Kanangza.



ay up»GLMgr@ Creck stopping in places to
smoota water~worn rocke vi ividly coloured in pinks and
‘,_nd.mainleam.un¢ whites and bei 1ges, and carved into

i rz.rv1:g“*ﬂom triwss  The shozes are’ & ;“egular -FRatthey
musy b ma%hematiéai; and the clear waten curves over, them llke
ulown”glasss . - J v

ion cf Glngra Crée und
‘aﬂdfthis wwb where wo p anned to have lunch be*orﬁ

¢ before golting thove we managed to have two false
cevious oreek junctions S; much to the ire of the hungiy
> harassed dig gostive 7_*ccs bog ran voicing a n01sy A g
rQr(Vu s 43 ¢nnuLvt1¢ - those with much food left ate. Well;_and
those who hadn® % q1ﬂn3*,“_i;ue“ a good hour we. reluctantly” léft
the creek gnd. g rhoed slowly up the ridge.  Two hours later we
WH"gnédmi¢1ng'nn marvellous wiew from Pages. Plnnaclfe - Te

wers 1o To -poing out the route wold follewed and saw that the
Wﬂo]n ;ﬁnﬂi%vop Broken P~ % Range wes clearly discernible and we
ICailspg th &mnnnSﬁTy satisfying the trip had been.
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‘ . adc ous way up to {rofts Wall and . -along Kilpatrick
‘Saus¢uay ad the sun sark low, The l¢¢m1»ab1b view from Kanangra
was crhanced in the golden afturnoon, 1ight and ‘my memory of it
S0 v:v1ﬂ “tHat the subseguent cor journo& to Blackheath seemed to
vl t buu - fer seconds. o S

ONLY 172 DAYS TO GO. .

.h" : The qorlnw "ialks Programms{ 1yt0mbcr“hOvabef) is not
tll*n” in tbe anumd* nee that should be Spring.

?h“”accgjh;fu*L of ngms wnun;ii“if:+ﬁe“
v thbry Ehbe %c $slo vhons ot 94* 57 {
Do “ Wa; umu-¢ the EdP‘TL_LS ] a“dac and book now to
9v»~i.dfs ] £ ou re 15st-and don t know where to go,
| % -~ she hasg just. the walk for you.
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THE GATEYAY TC ADVENTURE.

Through Paddy's door;;have come hﬁ dreds of young
people looking for a,¢lub to joiny)asking for advice
on equipment and on places to go, ‘gbtaining detailed

information about trips both toughﬁand easy.

Paddy Pallin is not only Australials original and lead
ing-lightweight camp'ggér specialigt, Paddy’s shop is
the complete equipmént centre for E;l the requirements
of Bushwalkers, Rock-climbers, Canfpers; Ski Tourers an
Mountaineers. It is the meeting place they know they
can have a yarn, brouse over maps,kchoose the best
equipment, find all the little thiﬁgs they require,
get a special job done or some gea? repaired, just as
generations of walkers have done since 1931,

{

%

Good advice to all néﬁjmeﬁbersz ’
GO TO PADDY'S AND GER
PADDYMADE GEAR. THER
HAVE THE’EXPERIENCE. '

yPaddy Pallin Pty. Limited,
1092 Bathurst Street, .
(STDNEY. 2000

Phonos- 262685, 26-2686.

PADDY PALLIN i
Lightweight Camp Gear
ist Flonr, 109A Bathurst Street, Sveney
;. 2R8R
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July 30th (omitted from Social Programme)

A patrol officer from New G will give a slide talk
on July 30th, It should be a very interesting and
informative evening with the recent uprising there.
We'll be able to .get some of the background on this.

All members who have not paid their membership fees are reminded
that they are long overdue. Keep our accountant happy.

Active Subs $5.50 Active Students $3.50
Non Active $1.00
Plus mag. sub., $1.50

The Surveyors Crag

Don't miss the chance to survey the breathtaking panomara
from this vantage point. The miles and miles of burnt black bushes
will give enough bruises to gladden the heart of any masochist.

And the views make it all worthwhile for ordinary mortals. The trip,
a good twenty~-five miles should be classes as M~R and will be going
. on August 22 23 24. See Mike Short.
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. "t was a damn close run tthg,“’( The Duke of
~.Welllngt~n said after Vaterldo. In many years of watching the .
tramnlng Tilms of a rather hazardous 1n&u$try I have grown in-
dlffcron— to the "PFire Triangle” and the Nell~conducted labora-
. tory demonstrations and the rather frlghton¢ng attempts in
practice: to remove one side of the triangle. Fuel, oxygen. and
the source of ignition. Familiarity with fire does not breed
‘contempt. The wail of a siren or the Jangllng of & blood red
tclephone starts a reflex action which, if I were a religeuse, -
would start by crossing myself. Not belng so inclined, I merely
. shudder and remenber to do up my scat whol‘E .on the way to the
’ s‘ba‘blono

“ga

i
i

Tbe theory cf firc fight 1ng 1s9 of courso9 vcry simplc, ...
ﬁﬁ“Pemﬁv1ng one side of thetriangle will remove the fire. "hen the
" {fusl is Royal National Park it is difficult to remove the fuel
“gnd still have a park, although this is virtually the present po-
_sition. Irxonically the source of ignition ocecurred during Mire
"Prevention Weeck. BEvon if you don't drlnk “the water you must still
“breathe the air.. None of the "Heralds" corresponients suggested
" .excluding oxygon from our National Parks. - The problem then comes
dovn to the practice of fire fighting and the future of all our
National Parks:is basically dependent cn fire damagoe and control.
The tragedy of the last days of October has probably caused more
. damage “than all the potential mismanagement, inertia and rubbish
- dumplng combined.

"% . . All our National Parks are basically botanical in con—~
y cvrt Colong possibly sxcepted. The management ultimately must
" pe concerned with the proscrvation of the flora assuming that if
~swe haye a complete caver and a close 1o natural association of
Genera'fhvra will be faunal populaticn to follow., The Heathcote :
Primitive Area, now the Heathcote Park, is ample demonstration
that this can be obrained (the absence of wheeled vehicles ensures -
that rubbish doesn’t extend far beyond the gates). Where a fow
weeks ago there may have been some clima= associations left in
- 4he park this is now unlikely. Ve can only look forward to a
‘regensration which will almost certainly be of a lower order, and.
which in fact will take at least ten years o approach a reason—
"F'dblo level for a park. Many of the larger angophoras reached the
+1imit of their survival during the fires. I doubt if they will
be replaced. . e e o e ‘ .
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Ten years is the approx1matb time it tekes for sbedling
cucalypts and casuarinas andAmallecmrﬁoted stock to grow 15-20
feets hakecas and banksias need about the same time to mature and
hold fruit for the noxt regeheration. Becausc the overhead
story of largc trees has bee%freducod the content of the cover is
increasingly made up of hakeas and casuarinas and less of the more
delicate heaths and sought aftcr flowers. The Park gust degener-
ate with each fire. A%t ten years thore is a dense understory of
extremely inflammable mab@r1a7 reaching to the fully recovered
crowns of the larger trees. This is the stage for an efoemely
dangerous situation, the undcrs torey brews up the crowns whi:ih
explode through an immense cloud of burning gas into further
crowns. At any time after *en years the first critical drought
of winter and siring Urov1dp° with the undergrowth the real
source of ignition. It is no coincidence that the literature
cites 13 years as the critical cycles ten years plus the statis—
tical certainty of ocne severe drcught . ol «-n modsrate drvoughh
year in five. Our own 1984 could conzeivably see the whole of
the south east coast of Aus tralwa gklaze aga¢ng

What is being done? Despite the evidence of devastaiion,
something is being done. ) ' '

Sutherland Shire is the key to the protecticn of the Royal
National Park and to a lesser extent the Heathcote Park. - in the
past few years the effectlvemess of the Bush Fire brigades bas
increased enormcusly due to the crcation of the office of Fir
Control Officer and the provision of meotile radios that at 1ast
are roliable. The FCO had political troubles at its gestation,
an area larger than the Shire being advocsted at one time by an
interested group. Ray Watchorn, the PO, is a full time Shire
employee, a trustee of the Heathcote Primitive Area snd has that
rare quality in a boss to inspire loyslty. Hs has bushwalkeric
knowledfe of the terrain (complimonting bushwalkers), and a
realistic grasp of what is possible. His No. 2, usually Communi-~
cations Officer, is Max Lowe the Ranger for Heathcote Park.
Another "leader" but with a shortcer tecmper. They are the only
"paid" officers excluding Park officers. The arca of responsib-
ility exbends from the Water Board Road to the Woronora Dam,
Garrawarra, to the Georges River at Deadinans Creek, the RN
Kurnell peninsula, Heathcote Park and the northern side of the
Heathcote Road. For reasons of physical safety it does not now
include the Military Area - live. if defective mortars and that
sort of thing. In the normal course of events house fires are
dealt with by the appliances of the Metropoiitan Fire Board.

There is a control room in Watchorn's housc at Heathcqtes

K .

<
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and .

a radio/conference room in the Shire Chambers and brigades at
Illawong, Sandy Point, Menai, Lucas Heights (C of 4), Loftus,
Heathoote, Mainbar; Bundeena, Kurnell and Engedine. 4 Iand
Rover tender, Yarrawarrah, is manned by rggidents of the "ag-
Phalt" suburbs not normally considercd bush fire risks. ‘A fire
occurring in one area is the responsibility, initially, of the
brigade in that areas -

Dependent on the magnitude and »rcjected course of the out—
break the Group Officed can reguest assistance from any or all of
the other brigades. This reciprocity is not taken lightlys to
call out a brigade to put out a Fire extinguished during the c¢all
out inertia is damaging to morale. There houses are
immediately threatencd the Firc Board can and does provide "last
ditch" protection if reticulated water is évailable lcaving the
bushfire brigades to mnop up or control figé:where access is more
difficult. This is nd denigration of the Mre Bosard., Boing paid
ultimately by the Tnsurance Cos. they must, .follow the tune the
boss plays. The Fire Board can he backed up by appliances from
most of the metropolitan area, the degrec of holp being balanced
against the denvdation of the city fire cover. It comes, ultim-
ately, and at times with terrifying suddenness, to a concorn for
lives, T

The Police Force can supply men..at short notice for
"he se-pulling”,-ancilliarics such as agbulance, the Salvation
Army, the Red Cross and the Cliff Rescun Squad appear almost by
magic, day or night. The Hegular Army is vonderous, querulous
and exclugive. g :

Present equipment of the Brigadss is based on 4-wheel drive
vehicles, at least 25 years old but well maintained. The "off.
highway capacity is necessary 1o negobtiate fire trails and at
times the heath and more open wooded areas. They carry water tanks
of fiwve hund:ed'gallons, two pumps, live hose recls of rubber and
an assortment of canvas hose from i* to 22&5 Knapsacks, the
Take~hoe MeCleod tools; First 4id. gear including AirViva . Crews
take their chance somewherc,

A minimum of five, Deputy Captain, driver-radio operator,
pumpman and two helpers is desirable. The trucks have radio '
communication with the control centre and with each other and
walkie~talkies nozzle-to-ppmp and captain-to~driver. Ideally
all jobs are interchangeable. Eugadine Has a converted petrol
tanker; not 4-wheel drive, of 1,000 gallons capacity and is
frequently used to replenish the other tenders in the field., I3
can negotiate most of the fire trails. Shortly all brigades will
be re-equipped with new d—whoel drive Bedfords; uniformly equipped
S0 the capability of cack tender is known to all and the effective-
ness of the whole systom improved.

oo
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Tactics to be off ectlvoia;e infinitely variablec but depcnd on
training a ‘thorough - KnowWPdgo of the area and co-operation.
Preforably fires are “vashod“ right out. This implies that time
is available for +the job, water is walimited and that the perim-
eter has been secured. F*rﬁs burning slowly at night can be put

ight out. Te have vumped; at times, through 3,000 foet of .
hose for eight hours tc put oul some outbreaks. The recovery,
stowage, drying and re-rolling of so much hose is exhausting
WOrk s ‘

e, Vi
%1

If washing a small ;L,xis not feasikle end conditions are
suitable handitocle can isplate z fire and "spots" Tre vnnt d with
knapsacks. This is the oxly justifisble use of knapsaciks, or
indeed of any work dornce away from the tender. " Frontal assaults
from fire trails need conditions less thean exp1031*e and likely.
to remain so0. It is cnly zndér thesd conditions that a .
"backbura' is allowed and Justified ~ then only if sufficient men
and water are avw¢;wblo to prevent spotting. The burn is 1lit as
the main fire apprcaches, allowed to burn towards the front and
then extinguished from the trail inwards. With the advancing
front blunted the ecdges of the main blaze not directly downwind
are attacked. Several years 280 the brigades controlled a major
fire during a week of igtegnse heat. . Vith frequent wind cha

1t was nov HAALTRRY LSS Aol %f&}”ﬁqémli% PRRARSE N ron
vheric hcat. Tt was vpossitle to allow the fire well within a
hundred vard° of a trail,sburn and then washs; Vhat looked like
being a disastrous fire was contained between trails wnd the
Hacking River.

mis

How effective arc tl volunteor brigades? Up To conditions
on the pozsitle side of catastrorhic the codbination of sufficient

training, suitable equipment, mobilLty and good leadership the

brigades can control fircs in the B.N.P and the Heathcotc Park.

Pogsilily n mimilar situetion LX"StS for Kuring-gai Chase and the

Blue Mountains National Park. I don't know g,d4 can®t comment.

In the catastrovhic conditions of late October nc amount Qf

men or equipwcnt could have saved the park. Fire crossed the

gorge of the ¥orcnors almost from top to top, a carry of 800

yards. A similar carry crossed the Hacking River. Therc was

no chance. DBrigades sent north along the Highway to extricate

other brigades were stopped by flamess by the time they turned

to retreat they were enclosged. Tuntornal combustion engines

need oxygen to operate, as do firefighiers., Motors and men

stop suddenly when therc is no ozxygen left for them. It'is-the

limit of human effort. It was reached.’ L
Waves reaching a shorc are the result of storm centres

scattered ovor the ocean. Vhen the wave patterns interact.

they sometimes cancel cach cther and then reinforce. Very cften

the fifth wave iz an gnormous wave enguifing.the rock fisherman. .

It is too late %o 1edr“ to swim when you have counted to four.

e e o s i

LI



NE7V BIGGER SHOWROOM FOR WALKING GEAR.

"THE CANOCE CENTRE", A COMPLETE DISPLAY
CENTRE FOR' "GEOFF BARKER" CANOES KAYARS
AND ACCESSORIES.

HTRE YOUR FATRY DOYN SLEEPTNG BAG, H-FRAME
PACK OR TENT FROM OUR EQUIPME}NT HIRE
DEPARTMENT .

USE OUR NE, FREE LIBRARY. SL'RVI“E BOR- ¢ ot o T

p *mmas ity CLOMBTRS:

’And‘aust“%é‘maké"sure WeJéré giving you top
gervice we open at 8.30 a.m. on-Saturday
mornings - you can park right in front so
make MOUNTAIN EQUIPMENT your first stop!

B 165 Pacific Highway,
Nortk Sydney.

- 929-6504.
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COLONG ~ TION OR LOST.
3069.

Rolf J anssen.

The fight to. save Colong is still on - it must not lag for
if we lose this case future cases will be harder to win. Many of
our beaches and the Barrier Reef are threatened in the "intorest"
of the Stats- and nation under the heading of MINING.

Many readers have already shown support to SAVE COLONG

by .
1) sending articles o me referring to the Colong issue.

Pleasc keep uhem'rolling in. ' Send the cntire page in

which the article occurs because o -

a) it saves you cutting it out

b) me from losing it if it is' small ‘

c)gives me the date, place and type of publidation - a1l

very important = : R TR

2) Giving support, if they can at a time when the Colong
Committee wants to publicise Govermment vandalism.

.. - If you want to be asked to help SAVE COLONG 8cnd the
following details to the Membership Secretary Rolf Janssen:
© Name B
"Address at home
Home Tel. No.

Business Address | Bus Tel No.
Have you access to a car? .. Will you take passéngers
How many? .

The Colong Committee
1) Has had a meeting with management of A.P.C.M. to recon~
sider mining in the Colong Caves area - details in the next
issue as they are not ready at present.

2) Is arranging for a "Cave-in" (living in the caves which
are to be mined) around 8th August. Your participation is
welcomed. See the club notice board for more exciting details
or contact the membership Secretary or the Cclong Committec.

Next issue - revealing details of Government incompetonce
on the Colong scandal.

SAVE- COLONG OR LOSE EVERYTHING.

KEMINDER FROM THE TREASURER ¢ The majority of members have not
yet paid their annual .subscription. The Treasurer appeals
to all who are guilty in this respect to assist the Club by
the payment of their dues.

Ly



