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EDITORTAL. by Neville Page.

In about two years the Sydney Bush Walkers will be cclebrating their
50th Anniversary., And in the period of the Club's existence to date we've
seen nothing like a Committee spill, or even a reshuffle of posts. This
isn't to say, of course, that politics hasn't been a factor in Club affairs.
To the contrary, considerable friction has been generated on many issues,

i

ranging from the setting. of Club. fee Aphanglng Dremgﬁes, social functions
and acquisition of assets, to: pr ',m-of supper on mesting nights and
buylng of_Commonwealth bonds°

That is all this leading to, you might ask? We are a walking club
after allgy.not.a: political party. . But even 595 - the-Club ‘has experienced
a-Temarkable degree of stability and consigtency of $Efért over the period

sof the last 48 years. This in spite of criticism from time to time, and
" even an accusation that we had become a "stagnant pool'. - -Consistently
from week fo week we're able to present an abundant activities programme,
consisting not only of walks, but also skiing, caving, canyoning arnd
bicycle trips, a social programme which is well supported,; not to mentlon
the monthly production of a Club magazine. Many new members and V1s1tors
to the Club comment favourably on how efficiently things are organlsed
This ‘is certainly one's first 1mpress1on9 and usuallv borne out by later .
experiences. . . . e e e _ P :

To what do we owe this remarkable record? For the answer we must
turn to the factor of organization. he Sydney Bush Walkers must at times
look like a fine example of bureaucracy. But bureaucracies aren't by
necessity alway inefficient. Sometimes they do actually work. It would
be foir to observe that the S.B.W.s continuing success is directly
attributable to the Club organization which divides responsibilities into
clearly definable areas, and then allocates those areas to demccratically
elected office bearers., Those areas of responsibility ares walks,
social, TFederation, membership, conservation, secretarial, magazine and
treasury. With this sort of division of regponsibility a lot can be
achieved without relying on the ovér-exertion of too few, . Even'tkose
masters of organization, the Army and ‘the Church .could hardly improve on
what welve got.

Thanks are due to the Club's pioneers, who in 1927 established the

ground rules which are still in existence today, and will probably be the
same in the year 2027.

¥R K X K K K K
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o/ HOURS MAKE A WEEK-END.

by P. McBrides

No doubt I was asking for it, going on a trip with a known greyhound
like Phil Butt, but there seemed no way a really strenuous week-end could
be fitted into the day-and-a—-quarter left after the 1974 A.G.M. of the
Kosciusko Huts Asscciation.

Both Phil and I had often lamented on the dwindling number of
skiing companions available and promised to do a trip together some day
when all others failed.

The A.G.M. was held in the XKosciusko Park Headquarters at Sawpit
Creek on Saturday morning and afterwards there was a barbecue with ample
free wine provided by the K.H.A. A very convivial group they were,
nearly all ski~tourers, and we did not get away until rearly four o'clock.

It was quite late, therefore, when we arrivéd at Guthega Power
Station to find lots of snow about, at least half a metre on the car park,
with cool and windy conditions. Our plan was to fill in the remainder
of the afternoon with a ski up and back along the road before returning
to the car and camping at Island Bend. Perhaps I should have been
suspicious at the sight of Phil putting all the ski repair gear and
safety apparatus into his day pack but I attached no importance to it
at the times

Fven at the low altitude of the Power Station the snow was dry and
powdery and blue wax gave excellent results. Trying to keep up with

Phill's brisk langlauf up the aqueduct road soon had me thinking it was
just as well the conditions were so good. '

After a very brief pause at Disappointment Spur Hut, we continued
on to Schlink Hilton as the night came on us and picked our way through
the forest of skis outside into the steamy interior. There must have
been a least twenty people staying in the hut that night, including eight
or =0 in the kitchen with a fire holding the temperature to a tropical 20°C.

By now I had realised that Phil was keen on doing more than a quick
constitutional before dinner and settled down to make a meal of the light
provisions we had in our day packs. Fortunately we knew one of the
groups in the hut, Tim Lembie and the North Kuring-gal Venturers, and
they kindly gave us the use of a billy and choofer to make tea.

After an hour or so of pleasantly relaxing food and talk we set out
for Tin Hut. The air was now noticeshly colder and it was quite dark
except for scattered moonlight breasking through gaps in the clouds.
Therc was drifting snow and occasional fog which reduced visibility
even further.

During the day strong winds had effectively cleared the western
slopes of all their new snow, leaving sheets of ice exposed., It was
up these we now had to travel and I watched the gap between us steadily
widen as we climbed towards the pass at Gungartan. Phil had several
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times. to wait as the limited range cf”ﬁi§ibilify made it unwise to become
too far separated. I must mention that the 3 mm radius on the edges of
my three»seasons—andpstill-going skis is not a great help-on ice.

Afber we passed the fence post in the gap and began to descend into
the valley the ‘surface improved and soon we found ourselves on a good.
powder SNoW COVET. Here I reaped the benefit of slowness for it was
Phil who was ghead.when we came upon our first and only cornice. His
abrupt dlsabpearance and curse were 1n tlme to warn me of tne hazard
ahead.

In one of the periods of poor visgibility we found ourselves in an
opefnl expanse where neither of us could recognise the surrounding slopes.
Conversation was an effort because of the balaclavas and hoods we were
wearing against the cold and wind, while my torch was so nearly defunct
. 48’16 make map reading quite a strain. We decided that to keep aiming
for Tin Hut from this unfamiliar direction would be making it hard on
ourselves Whereas we could easily follow the Valentines' River down to
havson'uo‘ ‘

. As we followed every twist and turn of vho Valentlnes from a falﬂt
depress1on to a steep—51ded valley I had occasion tc reflect on making -
it hard on ocurselves. . The ice broke on me as I was orossing the river.
at the polc llne, plunglng me up to the knees in ice~water, and then 1t
took 10 minutes to herringbone up the glassy slepes to Mawson's on my now
waxless skis. I wag even too tired 1o wxgub with Phil's homily on the
merits of base wax with wooden skis.

There was a food cache of ours (BOSTA'S) in the hut left for a
proposed Kiandra-Kosciusko trip and we extracted z few items for a further
dinner and breakfast,

Sitting by the fire eating was very vnleasant but no way to spend
the entire night so a decision had to be made. The alternatives were
either to return to the car, or to go to Tin Hut and usc the blankets
theré. By the height of the moon we had less than twe hours of light
left, so Tin Hut was decided upon.

This time the trip was much more enjoyable.. The wind had dropped
and with good visibility we could contour along the slopes and cut across
the Dends in the creek. It took less than 45 minutes to travel the 5
kilometres to Tin Hukie Conditizns were really superb with the snow so
dry and powdery that a flick of the stock would send up a plume like smoke.
The temperature must hzve been well on the way to ~107, With the moon
about to set behind the jagged range of Gungartan and shining through a
few wisps of cloud spilling over the tops, it .made a magnlflcsnt winter
scene and ourselves the only ones there to admire it.

Tin Hut was empty, and just as well, since it was about 11.30 p.m.
when we pushed open the door and entered with the gentle tread of ski
toots. Three blankets apiece were reckoncd enough and that was all
there was anyway. Phil suggested a not too early start in the circum-
stances, say 6.30, and I muttered agreement as I passed into slumber,
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not then realising his soriousncss in thosc matters.

Camc tho first light of dawn and therc was tho sound of breaking
sticks at the firoplacc, a veory intrusive sound on slumber. Aftcr a fow
minutos wrestling with my will powcr to stay in the bunk I gave up and
lcfs the blankets which had nover beforce folt so warm. Qutside it was
a grand morning, still and crisp. The sun was just touchihg thce pcak of
Gungartan and the rosy glow gave a falsc look of warmth to thc scenc.

There were no billics to be found in the hut so rather than cat
cold oats and honcy we decided to go to Valentines for brcakfast. Hore
we met Glen Bryden and a party from Canberra who gave us full usc of a
gas stove and billics, plus a nicc warm firc to sit bcs1do° You can live
vcry well off the land if you know the right pcoplo. -

. On uhc Way over 1o Valentlnos we had been admiring Jagungal standing
out proudly to the north and toycd with tho idea of going. there, but apart
from my spent cncrgics there werc a couple of major difficultics in the
way. Firstly we had no klisters and less than 10 g of rcd wax between

‘us on a day that looked like turning out very hot; sccondly we had no
protestion for our cycs against the glarc from tho snow. Who would have
thought to takc sunglasses on a night skiing cxpedition?

The +imo passcd incredibly quickly as we sat by the fire, a surc
sign of fatigue, and a couple of hours werc quickly gonc, putting the seal
on furthor plans for the days.

We roturned dircetly to the Power Statlon, enjoying a ¢cally good
run down the road, teking undor 60 minutcs from Schlink Pass. to the car.

Thorce was cnough snow cover left to be still standing on skis
putting the key to tho car door, a satlsfylng flnale to a Wcll—fllled
24 hours. ,

3 T e i i
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Lightweight bushwalking

overpants,

CLOTHING FOR ALL
OUTDOOR ACTIVITIES

Pouch Parka: Pullover type hooded jacket in proofed
nylon. Front zip pocket and zip at throat, Draw cord
in hem. So compact it fits into its own pecket.

'Eidex” hooded oilskin zip front parkas, considered
by experienced walkers to be an indispensible
itern of their gear. Weight 1lb 70zs. Improved
model, made to Paddy's specifications. Ali sizes.

Everything for the ‘well dressed’ bushwalker ..
heavy wool shirts, wind jackets, duvets

and camping gear,

Weight 8aqzs.

string singiets, bush hats,
- webbing belts etc.

BUNYIP RUCKSACK
This ‘shaped’ rucksack is
excellent for children. Use-
full day pack. Weight 14o0zs.

SENIOR RUCKSACK
:  Asingle pocket, shaped
rucksack. Suitable for over-

Will hold 30ibs. 2 pocket
. model 1%lbs. 3 pocket
mode} 1%libs,

PIONEER RUCKSACK
Extra large bag with four
external pockets and will
cariy about 40lbs of camp
gear, Weight 2%lbs.

night camping. Weight 1%lbs. i
BUSHMAN RUCKSACK 'k

Has sewn-in curved bottom '§§
for extra comfort in carrying.

KIANDRA MODEL

Hooded bag.
Extra well
filted. Very
compact.
Approx 3%lbs.

HOTHAM MODEL
Super warm

box quilted.

Added leg

room.

Approx 4%ibs.

SUPERLIGHT MODEL

Haif the
weight and
packed size
of regular
bags. 97 x
5%" dia. 2lbs.

Everything for the bushwalker,
from blankets and air matt-
resses, stretchers, boots,
compasses, maps, books, )
stoves and lamps to cooking e
ware and freeze dried and
dehydrated foods.

69 LIVERPOOL ST. SYDNEY — 26 2686 61-7215
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THE MAY GENERAL MEETING.
’ by Jim Brown.

The only ne wcomer to be welcomed at the May meeting was Gordon
Lee, and of course you could hardly call him a newcomer to the walking
business. We numbered just over 30 at the beginning of the evening,
with some build-~up during proceedings. '

Tor once, the Minutes took a bit of a bashing, the President
pointing out that, although he may have endeavoured to clarify the wording
of a motion, he was in the unique position of being unable to be the
mover. This noctation was suitably doctored. There was also some dis—
agreement over the text of aunother resolution carried in April, which
evidently was not what its supporters had intendeds this particular
decision, which hgd to Jdo with the convening of a committee to explore
the vracticability of building a hut at Coolana, was subsequently i -
rescinded, and, on a motion by Gordon Broome, was supplanted by one
requesting the standing Coolana Committce; under the chairmanship of
Dot Butler, to gather information on the site, type, and probable cost
of construction of a hut at Coolana and submit its recommendations to
a General Meeting. '

Moving on to Correspondence, we learned that three members, Roger
Gowing, Jim Callaway and Frank Malloy, had sought transfer to the Non-

© Active list. The Treasurer!s report at first appeared toc have gone on

holidays with the Treasurer, but the figures quoted at the Committee
Meeting were discovered and presented laters; the ready cash funds
amounting to $1,649 at the end of April.

Now it was Bob Hodgson with his account of walking activities over
the provious four weeks, starting with Hans Beck!s trip to Splendour Rock
on 11-13 Aprils this went off as programmed, but it was reported that ..
there had been fairly widespread bush fires in the Wild Dog Mountains,
some of them still smouldering at the time of the walk. On the same
woek—end Tony Denham's Grose River trip was abandoned for lack of starters,
but the two day walks between them brought out some 34 or 35 peoples
18 who 'slithered down Fitzgerald's Creeck and lunched beneath a waterfall
on the writer's trip, while the 15 or 16 with Bill Hall west of Waterfall
found the bush very bushy and the going rather slowa

For the April 18-20 week—end there was the "gournet!" gathering at
the Rigby's Canberra home, where some 20 members visited local beauty
spots between the culinary exploits. There were no starters for the
caving at Wyanbean, but Victor Lewin had a crew of 5 on a trip from the
1t . Hay Road into the Grose, the leader gubstituting for Joe Marton,.
Gordon Lee, as a "prospective" leader, had 8 on a Blue Gum Forest day
wallz, and observed that, on the way out to Evans Lookout, two prospectives
"didn't make it"s We were left in merciful ignorance of what befell
them. '

The three day Anzac week—end saw much "poonlighting" by the varilous
day walkers on Victor Lewin's Yadbora campe Some 4Q—odd people attended,
and it appeared that each of the 3 separate day walks ended about 9.15 p.me,
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and_the party got home between 3.0 aim. and 5.0 a.m. on the Monday. No
news was avallable about Peter Miller's pvarty in the Yerranderie countzrye
At the beginning of May John Broome's trip from Kanangra south-cast across
the Kowmung went with a small perty and an icy swim was involved at one
point on the Saturday. That weck--end the working bee at Coolana was
attended by 23 pcecople who effected some repairs to the access trailg
there was cvidence of previous flooding and bank damage along the
Kangaroo River side. John Campbellls c¢limbing trip around Kanangra was
cancelled owing to the leader's illness, while 17 folk were along for
Gladys Roberts' day walk tc Cowan Creek, described as a pleasant and
reasonably easy jaunt.

Thore was some doubt whether Hans Beciktls Mt. Solitary walk on May
9-11 dctually went, but the two parties of the car swap Colo River journey
completed their assigned trips, albeit with a couple of minor excissions
by the east-bound group. This same team cmerged after dark from the
lawyer vine thickets into the communal camping cave on Saturday, when the
west-bound party had given up expectation of meeting them that night.
Of Bill Hall's Sunday walk it was reported only that it went as planned
and onc of the party "stepped on a death adder". What followed was not
told.

_ Doings at Federation were reported in the May magazine, and it needs
only %o be recorded that, on a motion by Jim Vatiliotis, we conveyed to
Federation that we disagreed with the re—opening of the Bindook~Yerranderie
road for the development of a commercial activitys

So we were at General Business, where Dot Butler reported thtt the
Coolana Committee at this stage in ite considerations, believed a fire-
resistant hut could be erected on the site of the old "garage" at a cost
of about $600. She sought approval for purchase of materials up to this
cost, but after some discussion it was determindid thats, as the Coolana
Committee had not had a formal meeting, and in view of the amended
resolution carried earlier in the evening's debate, the motion could not
be placed before the May General Meeting. During the discussion it
was montioned that adobe construction might be looked into, and also
that the Treasurcr should be invited +to comment on the availability of
funds. ' ' '

Just beforc the evening wound up at 9.40 p.mes Don Finch told us
that our Search and Rescue volunteer list was sadly out of date, but with
rovived interest in Rescue activities in Federation, it was proposed to
up~date the rccord. Any potential secarchers should make themselves
knowm. With which the business for May closed dowm.

[V VIRVI VIR VI VI VL VI VIR VIL VAL VI V)
CAxia WIS WTT

M.
7

CHECK THOSE TRAIN TIMES!! Since vroduction of the winter walks programme
a good mony train times have changed. (For instence, northern line trains
on Sundays to Cowon, Hawkesbury River and-ondabyme now depart Central at
8,0 a.m. and 9,0 a.m.) Leaders and members should check up on both forward
and return train times before finalising arrangements.
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A BRIEF HISTORY OF DICKY GOOPER EUT.

by Wilf Hilder.
(Parish Gungartan - County Selwyn and Kosciusko 163,360 map)

Although now in ruins, this is one of the oldest huts above the
snowline and was probably built around the same time as the original Grey
Mare Hut (1894-1895). It is surprising that the hut was not discovered
by the summer reconnaissance parties which crossed the area before the
Tirst successful Kiandra-Kosciusko traverse on skis in 1927. It was not
until 1935 that Colin Gilder and alsc William Hughes published a description
of the hut and how to locate it. Judging by the charcoal inscriptions on
the rafters it was used until the mid 1950's. Air photos taken early in
1964 show the hut as collapsed.

In recent ycars the ski touring boon has caused severe overcrowding
in the huts of the Munyang Valley, Schlink Pass and adjacent areas. At
various times last year all the huts in the area — Horse Camp, White's,
Schlink Hilton, Tin, Mawson's, Valentine'!s — have been severely overcrowded.
As this area is comparatively sheltered, has excellent snow and is fairly
easy to navigate in, an increase in the numbers of ski tourers is inevitable.
In bad weather Tin and Mawson's Huts arc too difficult to reach, and .
Valentine's is really only suitable for a medium sized party. This leaves
Schlink and White's to cope with the crowd. The reconstruction of Dicky
Cooper Hut is a substantial undertaking for any hut maintenance group but
falls within the policy of the Kosciuslko Huts Association. It would
provide additional accommodation in an increasingly popular area, without
overcrowding the area with huts,. The hut is situated amongst a thick
cover of snow gums and is reached through fairly open country just over
one kilometre from the Munyang-Geehi Rescrvoir Road and crossing Dicky
Cooper Creek on a footbridge (built by Snowy Mountains Authority) .

The Tirst written reference to the hut appears in the 1934 Australian
and ¥ew Zealand Ski Year Book in Colin Gilder's well known article "The
Skiing luts of New South Wales" (page 58), which listed fourteen hutss-—

- "Dicky Cooper Hut. No information is available as to the condition
or even existence of the Dicky Cooper Hub. It was at one time located
about 135 miles northwest of the Dicky Cooper ~Whites River Saddle (Schlink
Passs H.H.)» Information regarding this hut would be appreciated as it
forms an excellent getaway Tor a party travelling to Gungartan and meeting
with adverse weather, making the ascent to Gungartan Pass and the ultimate
locating of the Gungartan Hut (Tin Hut: W.H.) not only uncomfortable but
possibly dangerous'.

Colin Gilder did not let it rest at that — in 1935 he had been hard
at work for his now famous article "Filfty—three Skiing Huts of N.S.W."
(Australian and New Zealand Year Book, 1935, page 34) which statess-

"Dicky Cooper Hute Ovwners McPhie. Situations Two miles northwest
of Whites River Saddle on the north west fall of Dicky Cooper Bogong.
Descriptions This hut of weatherboard construction is in very bad state
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of repair and as theré is nd ‘equipment, it could only be used in an
emergency. An abundance of firewood will be found in the vieinity."

The hut is shown in photos by R. Michaelis and a mpp by Colin Gilder
which were included in "Fifty Three Huts.of N.3.W.". ~illiam Hughes i
(of Blaine Mine, Kiandra) thinly disguised as "Kiandra' also wrote a
description of Dicky Cooper Hut in the 1935 Year Book (page 35) s—

"Dicky Cooper Hut is situated 2 miles north of the mountain of
that name and is reached from the Kosciusko end by following a spur for
a mile from the mountain crown and then descending the precipitious
slopes (Mo skier or walker would regard these slopes as precipitous W,Ho)
at the end of the spur into the valley helow, Dicky Cooper Mountain is
6,600 feet in height and the hut is at least 700 feet lower. It faces
northviest and can be seen for some distonce. away on that side being in
the fork of two creeks (Gullies would be more accurate today T.H,) with
the junction immediately below the hut {in the clearing below the timber
line »1i.)» It is weather beaten (boards falling off the walls) and
“would be of use in casc of extreme emergency although it could be put
into serviceable order at low cost."

Judging by the condition of the criginal Grey Mare Hut (also

weatherboard) which was in a slightly more ruined state in 1935 and

" Jaerdines Hut (Gungarlin Valley) which is still used in 1975 end was
reported ae old weatherboard in 1935, it can be assumed that it was
built around the same time. It would appear from Gilder's and Hughes'
descriptions that the hut was not used by stockmen as it was devoid of
beds and cooking utensils. This means that it may have been built by
miners - as were nearly all the early alpine huts. ‘

A Sydney Bush Ualker party on skis and snowshoes visited Dicky
Cooper Ruins on Tth June, 1974, in good weather with a cover of about
five decimetres (20") of ‘snow and discovercd the footbridge mentioned
~gboves Subsequently the small of enthusiastic group of skiers who
adopted and restored MHoulds Hut - as Kosciusko Huts Association
Cérctaker Group - resolved to apply for the caretakership of the
Dicky Cooper Hut and rebuild it as their contribution to the maintenance
of survival huts in the Snowy Mountains.

HH R IR
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PROSPECTIVE MEMBERSHIP. OF THE. SYDNEY BUSH. WAILKERS

How, when and why it started.

by Dorothy Lawry.

Then our Club was formed in 1527 there was no word in the language
to describe our recreation. The foundation members made a wumber of
suggestions of names for the club and chose The Sydney Bush ¥alkers.
This distinguished them from the athletes who walked competitively round
sportsgrounds or Centennial Park.

A few years later we had become a familiar sight at railway stations
as we started for the bush with our ruckgacks or returned from our walks.
Yhenever we were asksd if we were hikers, we denied it and gave our Club's
name. Then in the language and the Press appeared the term "bushwalker"
and "bushwalking" . '

Now came the early 1930s and THE DEPRESSION - you have probably
heard of it but are young enough not to have experienced it. It was a
bad time, Money was as scarce as jobs, Walking was something one
could do without money. Two men (not bushwalkers) planned and organised
a series of "Mystery Hikes" on Sundays. They chartered a train for the
day, and hundreds of young people took their lunches, paid a small fare
and boarded the train in the morning for an unknown destination and a hike
to a pick-up point for the return in the late afternoon. One such hike
was alonz the road from Waterfall to Stanvell Park.

By this time the S.B.7. had gbout 136 members, all with a knowledge
of bushcraft, and recognised rules of behaviour (nleave your campsite
$1idy", etc. etcs) . Some members thought the Ciub was getting too big
and none wanted to risk & large influx of inexperienced hikers. A
sub~committee was formed to consider the best way to control our membership
nunbers and standards. Its recommendations were accepied and Prospective
Mignbership became the route to joining the S.B.'.

A Prospective paid a small fee and had his/her name added to the list
on the notice board in the clubroom. There it stayed for from three fo
six months so that members could see who was wanting to join the club.

The Committee had the right to remove any name at any time if it had
received & report from any member that the prospective was known to be
undesirable.

A prospective was encouragsed to come to the clubroom and out on as
many walks as possible. A prospective must do three test walks, at least
one of which must be a week-end walk. The sub-committee had drawn up
a list of "pattern walks" and test walks had to be up to those standards.
The week—end pattern walks were no harder than those for day walks but
packs would be heavier and behaviour in camp would be tested. Over the
years the pattern walks have been revised more than once as conditions
changed but the standard of test walks did note.

These test walks were required so that we were sure that any and
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IF YOU ARE -
?BUYING CR HIRING : ' : HIRING OR BUYING
. BUYING OR -HIRING - ‘ HIRING OR BUYING
GEAR FOR -

WALKING  ocecos CAMPING .cooo. CLIMBING .cooceo CANOEING  cscooo
WAIKING  oeooco CAMPING .csceso CLIMBING o000co CANOEING cocobe

THINK OF -

MOUNTATN EQUIPMENT

17 Alexander Street; Crow's Nest, 2065
(On the corner of Falcon Street)

Telephone 439-3454.,

for
FATRYDOWN SIPEPING BAGS
HIGH LOAD PACKS (Weight 3 1b 10 oz)

AIND ALL THE OTHER THINGS YOU COULD POSSIBLY NEED
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. every member could do a really tough walk in case of need.

Lastly a membership form had to be completed and submitted with a
subscription. - It had to be signed by the prospective and the nominator
and endorsed by six members who had walked with that prospective. No
person's endorsement was acceptable unless he or she had been a member for
at lcast six months. Also; the nominator must have known the prospective
for at least three months and be prepared to souch for his/her compatab-
ility and regard for the Club's welfare.

Soon was added a further requirement — an interview at a committee
meeting. This was to make sure that every member attending that meeting
knew just whom they were considering and voting one

I believe that the percentage of prospectives becoming members has
always been less than 50% of those who had their names put on the notice-
board. This did not matter because many of those who did not join the
S.B."e did join one of the other bushwalking clubs. These clubs, of
course, had their own rules and standards.

The result of these restrictions on membership was that in about a
year the S.B.W. membership numbers had jumped from 136 to about 200!

Loter in the 1930s, when I was hon. secretary of the S.B.W., several
times I was asked by members of other clubs in the Federations-—

"How is it that the S.B."'. has no trouble in keeping up the
number of its members? e have great difficulty in getting new
members,"

My reply was alwayss~

"ioke it hard to get into your club and you will have no trouble
in getting hew members. e made it worthwile to be able to claim
that one 1s a member of The Sydney Bush Walkers."

H R I H W H R R RN

TASMANIAN BUSHWALKING TOUR-

Who's for Tasmania? Leaving Sydney 30th. January 1976 and
Melbourne 2nd. February. Travel by car convoy for a2 minimum
of three weeks, with open return tickets on the "Empress of
Australia". Main feature: the.famous Cradle Mountain-Lake

St. Clair National Park. Fourteen days round trip with one
supply pick-up. Booking deposit of §$16.50 reguired by August
10th. 1975. Cost per car $73.60 return (ie. provided your car
is under 6 ft. 6 inches tall) Deposit is refundable within
six weeks of sailing. Contact the leader, Victor Lewin for
details, His home phone number is 50-4096.
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WALKS SECRETARY'S NOTES FOR JULY.

by Bob Hodgson.

455, 6 July - Gordon Lee is leading this Barrington Tops trip into his

Sunday 6

11,12,13

Sunday 13

19, 20

Sunday 22 .

25,26,27

25,26,27

old stamping ground. This renge contains some of the
highest peaks in Australia outside the Snowy Mountains, so
come prepared for very cold weather and beautiful crisp
mountain air gnd scenery.

A worthwhile walk from Cowan to Brooklyn with very impressive
views of Jerusalem Bay as well as a close inspection of the
mangroves in Porto Bay. Barbara Evans will be your able
leader on this day test walk. Slacks or long trousers are
recommended as the scrub could be either scratchy or recently
burned.

Plenty to get your teeth into on this hard walk in the
Ettrema Creek area. Peter Harris intends to follow
Tullyangela Creek down through Dungeon Canyon, a spectacular
canyon through rugged sandstone formations; 2ll the way
down to the Bttrema and climb out of the gorge up the
relatively unknown Transportation Spur.

Jim Brown hosts this lively little walk in the Blue Labyrinth.
First class walking country, first class company.

A Saturday start for Hans Beck's jaunt around the Jamison
Valley, Good track all the way, so come and enjoy first
hand the exhilarating mountain air and the spectacular
scenery.

If you missed out on last weeks Blue Labyrinth trip Margaret
Reid will be more than happy to lead you on a somewhat
similar walk, or may be you enjoyed Jim's trip so much you
want a repeat - anyway, Margaret's your girl.

Presidential walk, Barry's conscience must have been
pricking him as he volunteered this walk for the programme
without any "assistance™. Anyway -~ the walk is out to
Bonnum Pic, then down %o the Wollondilly, then return to
Malcolm's Farm. Whot with the spectacle of Bonnum Pic .
and the sereme beauty of the 'Dilly. a very wortnwhlle
escape.

Come all you novice down~hillers, Jim Vatiliotis will soon
make an expert out of you. Jim will be basing his Alpine
Skiing Instructional from Sawpit Creek, so it won't cost
the earthy but listen well - when he tells you what gear to
bring. '
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July
Sunday 27 -~ A bit of scrambling necessary on this medium/hard day walk
with Peter Scandrett. Spectaculerly rugged country and
an unusual route combined with a campfire on the Saturday
night make this a trip not to be missed.
Sunday 27 - PFor those of us who feel that Peter's trip could be a bit

much,; Kath Brown to the rescue -~ a nice easy stroll around
to Burning Palms from Lilywale, then back to Otford.

S

P G I S R R

SOCIAL NCOTES FOR JULY,

by Spiro Ketas.

Peter Harris has a slide night on South West Tasmania on July 16th.
Of course this part of Tasmania offers the most spectacular scenery, so
prepare for some beautiful slides of this unique area.

Unfortunately, on July 23rd Rod McKay will not be available for his
demonstration "Hints on Photography", but I'll endeavour to-replace him
with a photographic expert, probably from KODAK.

On July 30th Ian Olsen (C,M,Wo) will be giving a talk on trees
commenly encountered by bushwalkers. Ian will be showing slides and is
bringing many samples. :

Correction for August 20th, should read "Members' Slide Night",

TOOTEAR.

The Club may have access o a supply of Volley type sandshoes at
a reduced price. Negotiations are proceeding.

Members who are interested are asked to consider how many pairs
and in what sizes they will require for a period of, say, six months’
activity, and be ready to advise Spiro Ketas when prices are known and
firm orders can be placed.
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COOLANA HUT

(from info supplied by George
Gray)

At the June General Meeting of the Sydney Bush Walkers
a motion relating to the proposed Coolana hut was passed. Text
of the motiom is es follouws:- :

"THAT THE CLUB AGREE TG THE CONSTRUCTION AT COCLANA

OF A BUILDING APPROXIMATELY 24 FEET BY 20 FEET,
CONSISTING OF A GALVANIZED IRON ROOF, THREE ENCLOSED
SIDES AND A FIREPLACEs; THAT PERMISSION BE QOBTAINED
FROM THE LOCAL COUNCIL BEFORE MATERIALS ARE PURCHASED:
THAT A SUM OF $700 BE MADEAVAILABLE IF NECESSARYj; AND
THAT GECRCE GRAY BE CONSTRUCTION ENGINEER RE%DFNSIBLE
FOR SELECTION OF FINAL DESIGN AND MATERIALS."

The diagram on the opposite page depicts ghat the final
structure will look like, save for the fact that tuo fireplaces
instead of the one as shown, will be incorporated into the
flnal ‘design.

At the meeting it was suggested that we may be able to
lessen the cost by using donated or second hand materials.
Any.information on new materials at a discount would also be
of help. The following list is what we would be seeking,
although some substitution would be possihle.

(2) Galvanized water pipe 2" by 11', 10 pieces.- -

(b) Sheet off-cuts in 16 gauge galvanized ircn or in
+" temprred hardborrd or in 8" usterproof plywood
sized approximately 1' x 14' 3 about 60 in number.

9c) Spring head roofing neils - about 10 lbs.

(d) Corrugsted irofj in lengths of 8  and 12' - about
2000 sguare feet.

(e) Cement - 6 bags;
- Any information to CGeorge Gray aor Dot Autler soon please,

R KK KR RH KKK KR

ACCOMMODATION URGENTLY WANTED

It has come to our notice that member Peter Scandrett
(Taswegian in exile) is ahout to bee booted out of his
lodgings into the street, Petsr works at North Ryde and would
like 2 room or shared accommodation somewhere convenient to
work - possibly on the North Shore between say Gordon and St.
Leonards. Please contact him if you knou of anything suitable,
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SHEARCH & RESCUE LIST.

by Don Finch.,

The NeS.7. Federation of Bush Walking Clubs, to which the Sydney
Bush Velkers is affiliated, runs a search and rescue section for the
benefit of club members who might become lost, overdue or injurcd in the
bush. They have also in the past offered assistance to the bushwalking
public at large and have been called in to assist police and other bodies
on many occasions. The administration of the section is controlled by
officers electsed annually at the Federation Annual General Meeting.
Individual clubs elect search and rescue contacts and INDIVIDUAL club
members volunteer to meke up the scarch and rescue teams.

Just about everybody can be of some use on a.3. & R. The circumstances

of cach 2., & R. demand different tactics and hence differcnt talents of

individusls., To namec a few:— cuanyoncers, slow walkers, fast walkers, car

drivers, billy bollers, creek wwimmers, radic operators, loud yellers,
arca experts (local knowledge types), strctcher bearers with big muscles,
somebody to carry the stretcher bearcrs'scar, and on and on, in short,
just about everybody.

Now the bad news. You get rung up ot any hour of the day, night, or
usually .very early morning. You lesve home at 3.15 a.m. to arrive at
Kanongra for a dawn start only to find the lost party is safe and sound
at Katoomba, back to work in time for lunch and a week's notice from the
boss. B

I hove cverybody gets the picture, and if you want to have a go,
ring Don Iinch on 47-2251 or give your name and relevant detzails to any
S.& R. contact or a2 committee member. »

KeFe He K KRR KK

ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTIONS ARE MOW DUE ~ SEND YOUR REMITTANCE NOW!

Please note that annual subscriptions for 1975 are due and payable.
The Treasurer would therefore like to hear from you soon, if you have
not already paid. The rates of subscription as Tixed at the Annual
General Meeting last March are as follows:-

Single Member $7-.50 pea.
Married Couples $9.50 poa.
Students (full time) $4.00 peoae

Non~Active Members $1.50 p.a.

T A R

MAGAZINE RATES. Active Members of the Club automatically receive the
magazine as part of their subscription. . If you're not an Active Member
but would like to receive the Club Magazine posted to you, the annual
subscription (including postage) if $2.50. NOTIFY THE TREASURER.
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