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We had a great time in NZ with a marvellous 
string of fine weather that allowed us to complete 
some challenging routes with high passes to enjoy 
extended views. The only dampeners were the 
occasional large scree slopes, the sand flies at low 
altitude, and the profusion of large rocks that were 
dissatisfied with their station in life, particularly one 
Mini Minor-sized rock, that was quite malevolent 
towards me . . .

By the time this edition circulates I will have 
completed my term as President. The new Committee 
is comprised of very experienced members, of 
whom many are active Leaders - please assist them 
in any way you can to further advance SBW.

• Please seek to attend the Club’s Reunion at 
Coolana over the weekend of 16–17 March – 
there are lots of activities including orienteering 
events and an opportunity to christen the 
extension of the Western Distributor Track into 
the Dot Butler Conservation Reserve.

• The Overnight Leaders Workshop is to be held 
north of Bell over the weekend of 13–14 April. 
Members wishing to participate should email 
activities@sbw.org.au

• Consequent to the determination of the the 
Annual Fees at the AGM, you will shortly 
receive an email prompting you to conduct your 
Membership renewal online. This will present 
your existing details on file – please check that 
the Emergency Contact is appropriate (probably 
best not to select your partner if they regularly 
walk with you, and instead pick a homebody), 
and also have your First Aid Certificate renewal 
details and dates to hand. 

• On a somber note, I recently represented the 
Club at Martin Samociuk’s  funeral. It went off 
well with a number of the speakers remarking 
on how much bushwalking had meant to Martin, 
and the key place that SBW played in his life. 

• Easter is fast approaching, as it is early this year. 
There are a number of activities on the Program 
to select from, and I will be running two two-
day walks and and overnight walk based out 
of Coolana. Members are welcome to come for 
one, some or all of these (or just laze around 
Coolana).

Hasta luego caimans
Ian Wolfe

Ex-President says...

• Prep for AGM and handover to the new 
Committee

• Prep for the Reunion

• Business as usual.

Election results

Committee Positions 
President  ..................................Leigh McClintock
Vice President  .............................. Roger Treagus
Treasurer  .................................. Margaret Carey
Secretary & Public Officer Glenn Draper
Activities Secretary  ................Shahram Landarani
Membership Secretary  .................... Sue Bucknell
New Members Secretary  .................John Kennett
Communications Secretary  ............. Ondrej Ivanic
Skills Enhancement Secretary  ........ Richard Darke

Non-Committee positions
Appointed by the Committee, and ratified by the 
Members at the AGM
Social Secretary  .........................Christine McColl
Conservation Secretary .................  Pam Campbell
Magazine Editor  .......................... Joanna Penney
Confederation Delegates (4)  ................ Rosemary  

MacDougal, David Trinder, Tony Holgate, Jim Callaway
Web-master  ................................... Jim Vaughan
Business Manager  ...............................Jim Close
Archivist  .......................................... Bill Holland
Hon Solicitor  ..............................Richard Brading
Hon Auditor .......... Vacant - applications welcomed
Coolana Sub Committee  .....Rick Angel, Don Finch, 
Patrick James, Barry Wallace, Glenn Draper
Search & Rescue Contacts  .......Barbara Bruce, Ian 
Rannard, Craig Austin, Tony Marshall 
Kosciuszko Huts Association Delegates (2) ... David 
Trinder, Ian Wolfe

AGM - the motions listed for target Club size 
and investigating securing the services of an 
Administrative Officer to support the Committee on 
a paid Contract basis were discussed and passed.

New members:

• Bill Gibson
• Edward Squire
• Josette Squire
• Melissa Suen
• Sabrina Mina
• Giacomo Casalicchio
• Alan Osland

From the Committee Room
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Since 1990, Willis Walkabouts have been offering

overseas experiences like no other company.

Trekking deep into the wilderness and getting off

the beaten track, we guarantee you a holiday away

from the crowds.

Scandinavia, Patagonia, Vanuatu and Southern

Africa; Willis offers a variety of unique trips to

suit all levels of fitness and adventure.

If you want a ‘one of a kind’ overseas holiday,

then have a look at our website and see what we

have to offer. You won’t regret it.

Willis Walkabouts, leading people towards new

horizons in small groups with unforgettable

scenery and memories that last forever!

Willis’s Walkabouts

Overseas Expeditions

www.bushwalkingholidays.com.au rrwillis@internode.on.net    Ph: 08 8985 2134

Willis’s Walkabouts

Sarek National Park, Sweden

Arts in the Valley

The organisers of the Arts in the Valley Festival on 
3–5 May were granted permission to use Coolana 
during the festival. The program of events has been 
published and Coolana features twice.

On both Saturday 4 and Sunday 5 May at 8am  
there will be bushwalk meditation at Coolana with 
Riley Lee (shakuhachi).

To book for the comprehensive program contact:

Kangaroo Valley Arts Festival Inc.
PO Box 6114, Kangaroo Valley, NSW 2577
Email: info@artsinthevalley.net.au
Web: www.artsinthevalley.net.au
Phone: 0438 631 351

Auditor resignation

Dear Sir,

This is to advise that as at 31 March 2013 1 am 
relinquishing the position ofauditor of the Sydney 
Bushwalkers lnc. This will give the colllllnitee 
sufflcient time to appoint a new auditor. I have now 
been the auditor for some twenty-five years and can 
no longer walk wlth the club. Over the years l have 
been fortunate to meet some wonderful people in 
their role as treasurer.

I arn pleased to say that over the entire period l have 
failed to find an error in the Club’s books. This is a 
record that any incorporation would love to have.

If I may leave wlth some passing financial advice, it 
is to remember that the club is a bush walking club 
and not a merchant bank. Never be persuaded that 
some unusual or risky venture is a good investment.

I leave wlth fond memories.

Yours Faithfully
Chris Sonter

Ben Bullen State Forest
Blue Mountains Conservation Society/ 
Yuri Bolotin

Help reserve the Ben 
Bullen State Forest 
forever

The Ben Bullen State 
Forest is the western 
gateway to the Gardens 
of Stone area of NSW.

Right now, we have a 
unique opportunity to 
help protect the health 
of its environment, and 

the health of the communities that surround it.

The Office of Environment and Heritage, under the 
NSW Minister for Environment Robyn Parker, has 
noted that the Ben Bullen State Forest has been 
identified as suitable for reservation under the 
National Parks and Wildlife Act.

We have prepared a letter to:
• Federal Minister for Environment, Tony Burke
• NSW Premier, Barry O’Farrell
• Minister for Environment, Robyn Parker
• Minister for Primary Resources, Katrina 

Hodgkinson
• Minister for Resources and Energy, Chris 

Hartcher
• Minister for Tourism, George Souris

You have the option of printing out the letter 
and posting it to us so we can send it to the 
parliamentarians listed above (this is the preferred 
option) or you can complete the online form and 
submit it. This second option is by far the quickest, 
but is less effective.

Why not do both? Here’s the link: www.
bluemountains.org.au/gc-email001.shtml

About Our Club 

The Sydney Bush Walkers Club was formed in 1927 
for the purpose of bringing bushwalkers together; 
enabling them to appreciate the great outdoors; 
establishing a regard for conservation and 
promoting social activities. The Club’s main activity 
is bushwalking but we also have other activities 
such as cycling, canoeing and social events. 

Our Walks Program (published quarterly) features 
day walks on most Saturdays and Sunday, some 
midweek walks and overnight weekend walks. 

Extended walks are organised in areas such as the 
Snowy Mountains and the Warrumbungles, as well 
as interstate and overseas trips. 

Our meetings start at 8pm and are held on 
Wednesday evenings (see Social Program) at 
Kirribilli Neighbourhood Centre, 16 Fitzroy Street, 
Kirribilli (near Milsons Point Railway Station). 

Visitors and prospective members are welcome 
www.sbw.org.au
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Longstanding members
Craig Austin

Below is a photo of two longstanding Sydney Bush 
Walkers, taken at a recent social gathering. On 
the left is Norma Rowen who joined the club about 
1943. She recalls that her first club trip was to the 
Border Ranges led by Alex Colley.  

On the right is Shirley Dean who joined in 1945.

What Lurks in your 
Local Library

Many of us are rate payers, or at least resident 
somewhere. As such, you can become a member 
of your local Council’s library system. Most Councils 
have an arrangement with adjacent Councils, and 
thus you can get one card that you can use at 
multiple libraries. 

These now have quite good travel sections with 
lots of How To books covering exotic walking 
locations. They also usually have a comprehensive 
DVD collection of similar exotic walking locations 
– Julia Bradbury’s series is but one example www.
juliabradbury.com. Libraries also often have free 
internet terminals which you can use for an hour 
to have a surf, and many have unlimited free WIFI 
where you can use your tablet or laptop. 

Interstate and overseas, many libraries have free 
internet/WIFI for a hour as a service to travellers 
- this makes a pleasant alternative to paying at an 
Internet Cafe, or lurking in a Starbucks to use their 
free WIFI, pretending that you like their coffee.    

The only problem is, such research will give you 
itchy feet.



New Track Through the Dot Butler Conservation 
Reserve 2013
Don Finch

Well the weather forecast was a bit dreary but we 
went to Coolana anyway on Thursday 28 February. 
While putting up tarps with Rosie, Spiro arrived and 
with the weather getting ever more threatening he 
soon got into putting up a tent. Don left at ten to 
pick up Phil from Bomaderry and some tools kindly 
donated by Shoalhaven council towards our land 
care efforts. Rick and Barry arrived later in the day 
as did the rain, and on and off it rained for the next 
three days. Despite the rain we did get some work 
done. The Dot Butler Lookout track was cleared 
in anticipation of a large crowd coming back from 
the Lookout after dark on Saturday 15 March. Phil 
and Barry were busy with the chainsaw, including 
several downed trees in the car park area, and also 
on the camping and Eastern Flats and in the DBCR. 

The access ways in the large thicket of lantana in the 
Dot Butler Conservation Reserve were completed 
after a few false starts, including one attempt 
repulsed by the flooded Dot’s Creek. 

So how do you get to this lantana site? The Rigby 
Bypass Track (RBT) starts at the western end of 
the camping flat. Follow the Rigby Bypass Track for 
about 200m to the clearly marked junction with the 
Western Distributor Track (WDT), follow the WDT 
west along the river, the track is on or very close to 
our northern boundary. After about 600m the WDT 
swings over the nose of a ridge to continue south 
towards Dot’s Creek. After about 200m there is yet 
another track junction, the WDT continues south 
to sidle along and down a small cliff line into Dot’s 
Creek, the track to the right (west) is the one you 
want – let us call it the Dot Butler Track (DBT). The 
DBT junction is marked by two pink ribbons tied to 
a tree. The track is marked by single pink ribbons it 
drops steeply down to cross Dots creek and winds 
up the other side to the bench of an old road. The 
track has been cleared along this old road which 
winds down to the river flat where the road is no 
longer discernible, the track then is cleared along 
the flat close up to the slope, until it reaches a small 
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creek marked on the topographical map about 600m 
north of Dot’s Creek. The track turns up this creek 
and after about 50m the through track (marked by 
two pink ribbons) ceases to be cleared but it is fairly 
easy going. Cross the creek on the pink ribbons and 
then go up the ridge to the north west, and the fire 
trail is on the top of the ridge. The junction on the 
road is also marked by two pink ribbons. The cleared 
track at the creek turns back on it self to run south 
behind the lantana and back parallel to the through 
track, there are three access ways cut through the 
lantana at various places to the DBT track and these 
are marked by two pink ribbons. These access ways 
are for use by the contractor to be able to spray the 
lantana with a splatter gun – these are temporary 
and are not as well cleared as the through track, 
which we intend to maintain. All that you see along 
the DBT took 240 volunteer hours to achieve. The 
map should help.

Shirley Dean has grown from Coolana seed 60 
Casuarina cunninghamia trees, these are to be 
planted over the reunion weekend. If you would like 
to plant a tree for any purpose or whatever reason 

or perhaps for a private memorial then this is a 
chance. The 120 star posts, weighing in at 420kgs 
have been put into useful position by those old 
workers, Rosie and Rick. The guards and trees will 
be on site at the reunion please let Rosie or Don 
know if you would like to plant a tree.

Above: Rick Angel with star posts. 

Below, top left and right: Rick in the lantana. Bottom left: Rosie with star posts. Bottom right: Water over 
the creek bridge.
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Coolana Report 
Don Finch and Bill Holland

During the last four days of 2012 a small party 
watered the 100 SCA trees and given the dryness 
of the ground and the wilting of some plants, the 
watering was just in time. Several days were spent 
mowing the weeds on the camping flat using the 
catchers behind the mowers to catch as many weed 
seeds as possible. The catchers were then emptied 
onto a fire site or into the weed pit. The grass was 
very short and dying in patches all over the flats. A 
start was made on the benches in the new eastern 
flat tool shed. 

There was a very successful working bee for five 
days over the weekend, 28 Jan–4 Feb. The team 
of ten people cleared access along an old road in 
the Dot Butler Conservation Reserve to the west of 
Dot’s Creek. The new track is marked by pink tape 
from where it leaves the Western Distributor Track. 
The purpose of the track is to provide access for 
spraying the lantana in the DBCR. This work is part 
of our commitment under the Sydney Catchment 
Authority grant CPIG 153 of $8,000. The track can 
also be used to walk from the flat opposite the 
pumping station along the river to Coolana. 

A new time record for the navigation course is in the 
offing. There had been 110mm of rain at Coolana 
27 Jan–2 Feb. The benches in the Eastern Flat tool 
shed were finished and the guards were taken off 
about 25 trees along the Eastern Flat. The large 
supply of toilet paper on the shelf in the composting 
toilet has disappeared since 31 Dec! The spraying 
contractor has completed work on the tobacco and 
lantana along the Western Distributor Track from 
Dot’s Creek up to the cliff line and back to the 
western end of the camping flat. 

There is an old fence post on the eastern flat that 
was noted to be hollowed out, a glance by Paul 
found it to be hollowed out about 800mm, and at 
the bottom in a malodorous atmosphere were  seven 
eggs. The eggs are about the size of medium hens 
egg – any guesses? Be careful if you go looking in 
the post, mother may be back.

Bill Holland had a team of five at Coolana 9–10 
Feb. His report follows.

There were five of us on Saturday. Rick, Patrick, 
Glen and myself were all there by 9.15am David 

Trinder arrived later but he had to go home early on 
Sunday morning.

The day was very hot, well into the thirties.  Rick 
and Glen worked on the Eastern Flat with Glen 
brush cutting the thistles and high weeds under 
the power lines and up to the old road and Rick 
doing what Rick does best using the lawn mower 
clearing weeds.  I mowed a little at the start of the 
tracks on the camping flat but spent a great deal of 
time clearing fallen leaf matter (hazard reduction) 
around the shed. I was surprised how much there 
was and how invasive with leaves thick under the 
water tank stands etc.  Patrick did what he always 
does; checking the toilet and clearing bracken etc 
well back around it.

The day was very hot and from a personal perspective 
I worked at half speed (feeling my age).  Rick was 
unstoppable!

On Sunday Rick Glen and I walked the WD Track to 
the new track and crossed the creek to the fire trail.  
On our return we detoured up the hill above the 
creek to join the scenic circuit track.  It was still hot 
but cooler than Saturday.

This took up the first hour and after a break Rick 
and I worked on the Eastern Flat (mowing and 
stones) Glen used the leaf blower on tracks and 
Patrick continued around the toilet.  

The young dock plants are extensive on the camping 
flat but I assume the contractor will attend to this. 

The latest edition of the  
Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs  

magazine is now available for 
downloaded at:

www.bushwalking.org.au/mag.html
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New Member Profile
Chris Burke

Occupation: Consultant/Adventurer                    
Suburb: West Pymble

How long have you been bushwalking 
and what got you started? 
I’ve been bushwalking since I was a child, 
along with other active pursuits. My parents 
were active bushwalkers (or ‘trampers’, as 
they are called in NZ, where I grew up).

Which walking area has been your 
favourite so far and why? 
I love the Blue Mountains because they are 
the first ‘mountains’ I experienced in Australia 
when I arrived to settle in the early ‘90s.  
Nowadays, my most favourite trail is Brooklyn-
Berowra on the Great North Walk because it’s a 
fabulous training ground for hill training!.

What’s at the top of your walking to-do 
list? 

I’m spending a lot of time mountaineering in 
2013, heading to Nepal and Pakistan for much 
of the year. But, when back in Sydney I’m keen 
to get back on local walks and canyons.

What are your passions besides 
bushwalking?

Mountaineering and spending time with family 
and friends.

Trip Report:  
Precipitous Bluff
Melinda Turner

10 day trip to Southern Ranges and Precipitous 
Bluff, camping at Moonlight Creek, Ooze Lake, Mt 
Wiley Plateau and PB. Exited via New River Lagoon 
and South Coast mud bath with more camping at 
Cavern Camp, Prion Beach, Osmiridium Beach, 
Granite Beach, South Cape Rivulet and Cockle 
Creek.

Shameless peak bagging along the way including, 
Mt La Perouse and Pindars Peak – views++++! 

Loved the two-day long bush-bash across Pandani 
Knob, Leaning Tree Saddle, Wiley Plateau and 
Kameruka Morraine – had to tape the area between 
my gloves and long-sleeved shirt to stop my wrists 
getting torn to shreds! 

Weather smiled upon us! 

Felt like a god – standing on top of PB, the whole of 
the beautiful south coast and awe inspiring South 
West wilderness laid out beneath my feet!

PS. Federation Peak was in front of me for much of 
this trip, it calls!
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Shooting in NSW National Parks
David Trinder President Confederation of Bushwalking Clubs of NSW

At the state election last year the Liberal leader, 
Barry O’Farrell, became Premier with a big majority 
in the lower house and without a majority in the 
upper. The membership of the upper house is:

• Liberal and National together have 19 seats
• Labour and the Greens together have 19 seats
• The Shooters and Fishers have 2 seats
• The Christian Democrats have 2 seats.

I am not sure how they all vote but you can see 
that the Premier is relying on the Shooters and 
Fishers to pass any legislation. The Shooters and 
Fishers are going to get their way throughout this 
parliamentary term and we are not going to talk 
them out of it. 

Originally the hunting in National Parks issue started 
when the Premier wanted to sell off the power 
generation so he could build railways and roads.

The details of the hunting program are being 
negotiated between the National Parks and 
Wildlife Service, Game Council and unions. These 
negotiations have been progressing over a long 
period of time secretly and information leaked to 
date reveals:  

• Zone A is classed as parks with high and 
medium visitor use, including camping grounds 
and residences. Hunters will be allowed in 
these areas when they are closed to the public 
and the hunter is “fully embedded” in official 
National Parks and Wildlife shooting programs. 
This suggests that the hunters follow the same 
requirements that all professional hunters 
currently do in parks.

• Zone B is classified as parks of low visitor use 
or as a particularly sensitive environmental 
or cultural site. Hunters will be controlled and 
directed by National Park and Wildlife Service 
staff. It seems these programs will still be 
supervised and planned by NPWS – but that 
they will have more relaxed rules then covered 
by the OEH Firearms Management Manual.

• Zone C is classed as parks with low visitor use or 
parks where visitors are not otherwise allowed. 
Hunters will be allowed unaccompanied and will 
work similarly to the State Forest Model with 
some exclusion areas.

Hunting was due to commence on Australia Day 
2013, this was delayed until 1 Mar 2013, and 
recently this has been delayed again until a review 
of the Game Council is complete. While it is expected 
this review of the Game Council may be complete 
by June, this is not guaranteed. The Government 

has found that some senior members of the Game 
Council have been misbehaving with cruelty to 
animals and shooting when they should not be. 

The organisation running the lead campaign on 
this issue is an environmental and bushwalking 
organisation, the National Parks Association (NPA). 
They have 1,800 bushwalking members and they 
have been instrumental in creating some good 
changes in the past. They have dedicated a website 
to this campaign: www.nohunting.com.au

NPA and the Public Service Association are planning 
a protest rally for Thursday 18 April 2013.  We 
want to take as many as possible of our 9,600 
Confederation members to help make big numbers 
and let the Government know that many of their 
electorate and not happy.

Not all National Parks will be open to hunting, some 
48 have been definitely excluded. A list of the parks 
excluded can be viewed here: nohunting.wildwalks.
com/map. I think the best we can get is to force 
restrictions on hunting, like: 

• Dedicate certain times and areas to shooters so 
everybody else can keep out 

• Keep those areas and times to a minimum
• Watch and penalise them if they shoot native 

animals or flout other rules
• Stop them shooting in an area where they have 

not been successful in culling feral animals
• Ensure that they follow best shooting practice. 

The NPA is adopting a “No hunting in any national 
park” agenda and aims to see the legislation that 
allows recreational hunting completely repealed 
by the March 2015 election. The NSW ALP has 
committed to repealing the legislation should it be 
elected into power. NPA believes that in order to 
manage pest animal populations effectively, there 
needs to be a larger investment in a professional, 
integrated pest management program. These have 
been scientifically proven to be effective, there is no 
scientific data evidencing that recreational hunting 
is effective. 

The hunters say that they want to rid us of feral 
animals but I imagine that they really just want to 
shoot anything. They might be able to shoot large 
feral animals like pigs, horses, cattle and goats but 
they will never find the damaging animals like cats 
and foxes, all of which kill a native animal every day.

In New Zealand where shooters coexist with 
trampers, a person has been killed in the bush 
every year for the last 10 years, albeit not all of 
them have been trampers but non-trampers should 
not be killed either.
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Communications problems with the club?
Please use the contacts below to resolve any problems you may have!

Mailing list - want to join, not receiving, having problems?  
Contact communications@sbw.org.au

Website - contributions, suggestions, errors? Contact webmaster@sbw.org.au

Address and email change? Please login to members.sbw.org.au/default_login.aspx to  
view your Membership Profile screen and the use the green links on the right hand side of  

the screen to change items as needed.

Need your SBW website login details? If you’ve forgotten or are not sure what your  
website login details are, please go to members.sbw.org.au/default_login.aspx and click  

Forgot Your Password at the bottom of the Login Box – then follow the prompts.

TAFE NSW Certificate in Outdoors Recreation

The SBW Committee is willing to help offer 
assistance with funding the costs of a TAFE III or 
IV Outdoors Recreation Certificate by offering a 
Scholarship to one or more full Members of SBW, at 
the Committee’s discretion. 

Why has this decision been made?

The context

• In 2011 SBW developed a Skills Enhancement 
Framework to help Members develop their  
Activities competencies. The aim is to encourage 
Members to lead activities on behalf of the club, 
and in so doing, to enhance their leadership 
skills.

• SBW at this stage is almost entirely dependent on 
a pool of volunteer facilitators and leaders who 
have no formal outdoors recreational leadership 
training, although one club member, Claudia 
Douglas, has obtained her TAFE IV accreditation 
and is now a leading light in helping members 
develop their ropes and abseiling capabilities.

• SBW has been increasing in size, and in order 
for us to keep pace in the skills enhancement 
field, the Committee wishes to encourage some 
Members to obtain formal outdoor recreation 
leadership qualifications. Claudia’s example and 
contribution has convinced us that it would be 
appropriate for the Club to encourage others in 
a tangible way to follow her example.

• In due course, ideally the Skills Enhancement 

Secretary at the club would have TAFE IV 
qualification, and it is in the Club’s interests to 
facilitate this.

The opportunity

• SBW is prepared to appraise  applications for the 
scholarship course fee funding of up to 100% o 
f the cost for the right candidate wishing to take 
the TAFE III or TAFE IV qualification.

• The candidate would have to be interested in 
becoming a Key Activities Facilitator at SBW, and 
be active in helping to train Prospective and full 
Members in bushwalking and leadership skills. 

• Going one step further, the successful individual 
might eventually take on the role of Skills 
Enhancement Secretary of the Club at some 
future date.

• The TAFE course covers bushwalking, abseiling, 
canoeing, kayaking, mountain biking ad 
climbing. It can be completed either full time or 
part time. 

For full information on the courses, visit:

www.tafensw.edu.au/howex/servlet/Course?Comm
and=GetCourse&CourseNo=19651

www.tafensw.edu.au/howex/servlet/Course?Comm
and=GetCourse&CourseNo=19652

Interested applicants should contact 
skillenhancement@sbw.org.au
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Trip Report: Empress and Fortress Canyons

16 people met at 0800 at Leura. As planned, a group 
of eight led by Terry Moss headed off to do Empress 
first and then Fortress Canyon, while the remainder 
of the group led by Neil headed off to do Fortress 
followed by Empress.

The walk in was straightforward, with a footpad all 
the way. The creek had many interesting features 
along the way. To ensure the water was deep enough 
and clear at the first major obstacle (2m jump in), 
Neil abseiled down This was quite tricky given that 
the anchor was almost a metre below the top of the 
chock stone. Although several people weren’t that 
keen on jumping in, it was far less challenging than 
to abseil it, so everyone else jumped (and seemed 
to enjoy it).

The 6m abseil was straight forward – just like an 
abseil practice day. There were numerous swims 
and most agreed that wetsuits were a good idea.

The view out over Govetts Valley at the end of the 
creek was spectacular and one of the best lunch spots 
you could wish for. On the walk back along Fortress 
Ridge we witnessed huge threatening clouds build 
up very quickly and it looked like we could have a 
very wet walk out, but the rain held off.

After getting back to the cars at 1500 and a short 
drive we got to the Conservation Hut in Wentworth 
Falls and headed off down the tourist track at 1540. 
On reaching Lillian’s Bridge, we continued up the 
east side of the creek to MGA552660 where you 
enter Valley of the Waters Creek. Gear up. After a 
number of fun little obstacles we arrived at Empress 
Falls to see the last person from the other group 
getting ready to abseil, which was excellent timing.

There was a reasonable water flow down the 28m 
abseil, not enough to be frightening, but enough to 
be cautious of. The two overhang sections added to 
the challenge. There were a couple of people in the 
group that hadn’t completed many canyons, and it 
was the first canyon for one member. There were 
a few interesting moments as people managed the 
overhang and water flow, but all went smoothly. 
Despite the wet suits, everyone was starting to feel 
the cold at the bottom. But everyone had really 
enjoyed the short canyon section and were in high 
spirits. Back to the cars at 1830.

Most went on to dinner and a beverage of choice at 
the Ivanhoe in Blackheath ready to do another trip 
on the Sunday. A great day was had by all.
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Trip Report: Hat Hill Canyon

Godson Avenue Blackheath (MGA 510774), down 
the ridge to the creek junction at MGA511782, down 
Hat Hill Creek to cliff line at MGA512802, back up 
the creek to the gully at MGA513792, up the ridge 
to MGA519788 and then back along Hat Hill ridge 
and along the road to the cars.

Started out at 0840, back at the cars at 1500. The 
weather was absolutely glorious.

There were no abseils in the canyon, but there were 
quite a few swims, a lot of wading and scrambling. 
The canyon was much more open than most 
canyons, allowing a lot more sunshine in. Even so, 
all thought the decision to don wetsuits as soon as 
we reached the creek was a good one.

Glorious view over the Grose at the end.

The chosen exit route from Hat Hill creek started 
out with a slow push through a fallen tree (good 
work by James at the front). It looked like we could 
have been the first party up the exit gully (was it 
the right gully?). 200m ascent in 850m, with some 
exposure, but plenty of good hand holds.

It was a beautiful canyon, so green and unspoilt – 
little evidence of many people passing through .All 
agreed it was an excellent canyon and a great day.

We were comfortably ensconced in Schwartz’s 
Bakery to witness a heavy afternoon downpour. This 
was Jason Miller’s first canyon with the Club. His 
previous experience was evident and this trip was 
well within his capabilities.

Well led, Neil!

Photo: Jason Miller
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How to get to Coolana 
 
“Coolana” (an aboriginal word which means “happy meeting place of the future”) is located in the 
scenic Kangaroo Valley south of Sydney. 
 
Directions: Drive down either by the Princes Highway via Berry, or the Hume Highway via Mittagong. 
Then drive to the historic Village of Kangaroo Valley. Total distance is 185km via the Princes Hwy & 
175 km via the Hume Hwy ie 2.5 to 3 hrs dependant on traffic conditions and breaks. 
 

 
 
Just N of the village (see Map), turn W onto the Mount Scanzi Road, and drive 5 kms to the 
intersection of the Mount Scanzi Road and Tallowa Dam Road (just past the Power Lines). At the 
junction, keep going straight ahead on Tallowa Dam Rd for 100 metres, to the signposted entrance to 
Coolana. The entrance is on the N side of the road at grid reference 692513, on the Burrier Map 
(8928-2-S). Open & close the gate, and drive 400 metres on the dirt track to the car park. It is possible 
to camp near the cars (as this is near the Escarpment, take care at night). The primary camping area 
is on the Flats beside the river, 600 metres down the hill following the 4WD Track (which is easy to 
follow at night with a torch!). The track is suitable for hand trolleys. 
 
Facilities: There is a large open threes sided Shelter Shed (for wet weather), 2/3 of the way down the 
4WD track, and a Composting Toilet just up from the Camping Flat. Untreated water from our creek 
(which has a pristine catchment area) is piped to a tap near the Shed, and to a tap on the camping 
flat. Tank water from the Shed supplies water to a sink by the toilet. There is no power (the lights in 
the toilet and the exhaust fan are operated from a storage battery and a solar panel). 
 
The Kangaroo Valley Village has a number of facilities: a Pub, Mini Super Market/Service Station, 
Stores, Cafes, Tourist Shops and activities etc, refer: http://www.kangaroovalleytourist.asn.au/home/ 
Details of the Birds & other Fauna can be found at: http://www.kangaroovalleytourist.asn.au/dir/wildlife 
 
National Parks: 
Barrens Grounds: http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/NationalParks/parkHome.aspx?id=N0401 
Buddarroo: http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/NationalParks/parkHome.aspx?id=N0069 
Morton: http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/NationalParks/parkHome.aspx?id=N0022 
 
Guides - The NSW NPWS publication 'Walks Guide, Kangaroo Valley & Adjacent National Parks' 
describes 25 graded walks in detail from 1 (easy) to 7 (very difficult) and is available for purchase 
from the NPWS Fitzroy Falls Visitors Centre (02 4887 7270) and from retailers in Kangaroo Valley 
(Hampden Cottage Craft, Homelea Cottage, Kangaroo Valley Woodcrafts). 

How to get to Coolana
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Tracks and Access Report

David Trinder

This report includes relevant extracts from the 
NPWS Park Closures section of their website. For 
further information, refer to www.environment.nsw.
gov.au/NationalParks/FireClosure.aspx.

Heavy rain in northern NSW has forced the closure 
of many National Parks in the Northern Rivers. For 
further information please check individual Park 
closure notices or contact the NPWS Richmond River 
Area office on 02 6627 0200 during business hours.

7 parks are affected by fire

134 parks have closed areas

31 parks are affected by fire bans

See the NSW Rural Fire Service website

Blue Mountains and Wollemi National Parks

A General Warning: 

Following recent storms, flooding, minor landslides 
and fallen trees are affecting many tracks in the 
Park. These may not be negotiable by some visitors. 
It will take some weeks for NPWS to assess and 
clear tracks.

The bridge at the end of Walls Cave walking track 
has been damaged by fallen trees. There is currently 
no access to the Walls Cave overhang.

Caution notice for all wet canyons in Blue Mountains 
Region. Please be aware that some water levels will 
be elevated for several days. Soils are saturated 
and smaller catchments could still flood even with 
minor rainfall.

Canyoners must assess conditions before entering 
canyons and be prepared to delay or cancel trips.

Den Fenella Walking Track and Lookout, Wentworth 
Falls – CLOSED.

The Den Fenella Lookout remains closed due to 
structural damage on the bridge. 

Wollemi National Park: California Trail is temporarily 
closed due to major flood damage

Central Coast, Newcastle, Sydney

Following recent rains in Sydney’s south-west and 
the Nepean River catchments, Bents Basin (the 
basin or swimming hole) is closed to all water 
activities until conditions return to normal. 

Upgrade of Barrenjoey Headland Access Trail 

Myall Lakes National Park: 
Bombah Point Ferry CLOSED, Dees Corner Camping 
Area CLOSED, Neranie Camping Area CLOSED, 
The Wells Camping Area CLOSED, White Tree Bay 
Camping Area CLOSED.

Watagans National Park: 
Click Creek Fire Trail is closed, Gap Creek Camping 
Area is temporarily closed due to fallen trees.

Worimi Regional Park: 
Camping at Stockton Beach remains closed until 
further notice.  Camping remains closed while the 
area continues to recover, following severe winter 
storms.

Illawarra, Shoalhaven and Southern Highlands

Kosciuszko National Park: Bridge washed away on 
Buddong Falls.

Have you seen the latest Colong 
Foundation Bulletin?

If not, you can download it from the  
Colong Foundation website at:
www.colongwilderness.org.au

SBW Social Media

To advise members of time urgent items, send 
an email to sbw27@googlegroups.com 

If you are not a member of GG, sign up at 
https://accounts.google.com/.  

Then search for and select the Group Sydney 
Bush Walkers

To share updates on your outdoor activities use:  
www.facebook.com/#!/SydneyBushWalkers 

If you are not a member of facebook, sign up by 
going to www.facebook.com then add our page
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Lucy Keatinge

Leaders: After the activity, please email completed Walks Attendance Form and Activity Report to:  
walksreporting@sbw.org.au Please keep the signature sheet as this is a legal document.

Walks and Activites Report

Date, Walk Location & Route Participants

26–27 Jan 2013 AREA: Narrowneck, Blue Mountains National Park GRADE: M222E

START AND FINISH PLACE: Narrowneck Gate, Blue Mountains National Park

ROUTE DESCRIPTION: Redledge Pass, firetrail to Dunphy’s Pass, Harmils Ledge, 
camp Breakfast Creek. Tarros and Duncan’s Pass.

Firetrail to gate in need of some work. Rain promised from midday thankfully held 
off till midnight. A rather warm day scrambling up and down the west slopes of 
Narrowneck led to high levels of water consumption by the entire party and a quick 
diversion to Dunphy’s car park at lunch for a resupply. 

Despite very dry conditions, Sliprail Creek and Breakfast Creek were flowing. The 
500m of Glen Raphael swamp was sapping and it was a long hot day at the office to 
finally reach camp at 7pm. Remarkably, David then pulled out a pavlova, fruit and 
cream to celebrate Australia Day.

A damp night was had by all, especially Jonno who had a small creek form under 
his hammock by morning. Weather cleared by 9ish for a pleasant walk back via 
Duncan’s and Tarros, before retiring to Zappa’s for lunch, joined by Helen, Clare and 
Peter, who had provided them a lucky lift from Carlons.

Prospectives did very well, given conditions on Saturday.

Karl Miller
Jim Vaughan
Peter Cai
Antoniya 
Bachvarova
David Trinder

P Members
Robert Fenton
Anita Paddock
Stephen Tree 
Jonno Downes

31 Jan–4 Feb 2013  AREA: Coolana, Kangaroo Valley  GRADE:   BushCare

START AND FINISH PLACE: Coolana

A five day working bee at Coolana to start work under the CPIG 153, total value 
$8500. A new track was made from the WDT at 68660/52380 up to an old road at 
68510/52500 and then along the road through the lantana infestation and along 
the river flat to near the creek at 68250/52870. At this point the track turned the 
end of the lantana infestation and came back along the top side parallel to the road. 
Several access ways were forced into the lantana with one going right through all 
be it via a tunnel through what can only be described as a forest of lantana. The 
total length of cleared track is about 1.2km. Shelves in the EFTS were completed 
and thistles were chipped on the EF. The guards and star posts were removed from 
20 trees on the EF. Coolana has had some 110mm of rain between 27 Jan–2 Feb.

Don Finch
Ros Kerrigan
Phil Butt
Spiro Haginikitas
Barry Wallace
Chris Miller
Libby Beaman
Greg Beaman

Visitors
Paul Kerrigan
Mai Miller

Can’t think of a walk to lead?
There are well over 1,000 overnight and extended trips outlined in the Historical Walks Database,  

found by logging in to the Members Area on our website and following the link to Historical Walks Record

www.sbw.org.au
Here you will find a list of all the overnight or extended walks run by the club from its inception to the  

present day. Look at the region you are interested in and see what walks have been done there in the past! 

Use this wonderful resource to help plan your next walk!
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Date, Walk Location & Route Participants

2 Feb 2013  AREA: Blue Mountains National Park GRADE:   M222 Q WALK

START PLACE: Hazelbrook Station  FINISH PLACE: Lawson Station

ROUTE DESCRIPTION: Hazelbrook Station, Terrace Falls Road, 655 LO, Pyramid 
Falls, Bedford Pool, creek walking, Willawong Pool, Terrace Falls, Cataract Falls, 
Federal Falls, Junction Falls (Twin Falls), Adelina Falls, Lawson Station

An atypical summer walk – after heavy rain, max 18 deg temperature and swollen 
impassable creeks for first part of day! Nevertheless, as a group we enjoyed an area 
not frequently walked by the club. Highlights included finding over ten waterfalls or 
pools, enjoying a few swims (some optional, others ‘slipped’ into), seeing yabbies 
and eels, finding an offtrack route between two different creek systems and enjoying 
a quiet beverage at the Lawson pub.

Lisa Sheldon
David Angell
Jim Vaughan
Tracey Avolio
Frances Bottrell
Misako Sugiyama
Tim Yewdall
Jason Miller
Sally Fallon
Graham Byrne
Jan Spencer
Julian Martin
Anton Sokolovski

Visitors
Tracey Avolio
Jason Miller
Sally Fallon
Robert Carter

2–23  Feb 2013  AREA: New Zealand GRADE: Med-Hard

ROUTE DESCRIPTION: 

1st walk Nelson Lakes (10 days)
Lewis Pass to Adda Pass Hut 
Wednesday, 6 Feb:  Ada Pass Hut, 3 Tarn Pass, Bobs Hut 
Thursday, 7 Feb: Bobs Hut, East Matakitaki Hut, D’Urville Pass, Thompson Pass/
Lake
Friday, 8 Feb: Lake Thompson–Waiau Pass, Blue Lake
Saturday, 9 Feb: Blue Lake, side trip to Moss Pass (spare day)
Sunday, 10 Feb: Blue Lake–Traverse Hut, up over Traverse Pass
Monday, 11 Feb: Hopeless Hut, Sunset Saddle  
Tuesday, 12 Feb: Roberts Ridge, Bushline Hut
Wednesday, 13 Feb: St Arnaud, Nelson Lakes Shuttle to Owen River Hotel

2nd walk - Arthurs Pass (8 days)   
Friday, 15 Feb: Arrive Arthurs Pass
Saturday, 16 Feb: Rolleston River, Waimakariri Col, Waimakariri Falls Hut
Sunday, 17 Feb: Waimakariri Falls Hut,  Carrington Hut
Monday, 18 Feb: Carrington Hut, up White River, Barker Hut
Tuesday, 19 Feb: Day around Barker Hut
Wednesday, 20 Feb: Barker Hut, Anti Crow Hut
Thursday, 21 Feb: Crow River, Avalanche Peak, Arthurs Pass
Friday, 22 Feb: Bus  Arthurs Pass to Christchurch

Mark Dabbs 
Ian Wolfe 
Lisa McCarthy 
Andrew Vidler

3–13 Feb 2013  AREA: South West National Park  GRADE: X323

START AND FINISH PLACE: Bayview

ROUTE DESCRIPTION:  Ida Bay Limestone Quarry, Mt La Perouse, Pindars Peak 
and Precipitous Bluff. Descend down to New Lagoon and exit via South Coast track 
to Cockle Creek.

See page 7 for full report.

Melinda Turner
Lee Cordner

SBW members are eligible for Free Paddy 
Pallin Club membership.

Take along the Paddy Pallin ad in this 
newsletter and they will honor this offer!
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9 Feb 2013  AREA: Blue Mountains National Park  GRADE:   S122E Canyon Grade 2

START and FINISH PLACE: Leura

ROUTE DESCRIPTION: We left Fortress Car Park (MGA 556726) at 0900, got to 
the creek at 10am (MGA553748), end of Fortress creek (MGA543753) at 1245 and 
back at the cars at 1500. 

See page 10 for full report.

Neil Soutar

Lucy Keatinge
Stephen Brading
Yvonne Brading
Darryl Sullings
Catherine Omal
Rod Wales
Shahram 
Landarani

Terry Moss 
John Robb
Isabelle Moss 
Robert Bettiss 
Jodie Dixon 
Marcia Kaye 
Meredith Junior 
James Swinton 

10 Feb 2013  AREA: Blue Mountains National Park  GRADE:  S223  Canyon Grade 3

START AND FINISH PLACE: Leura

ROUTE DESCRIPTION: Hat Hill Canyon: Godson Avenue Blackheath (MGA 
510774), down the ridge to the creek junction at MGA511782, down Hat Hill Creek 
to cliff line at MGA512802, back up the creek to the gully at MGA513792, up the 
ridge to MGA519788 and back along Hat Hill ridge and along the road to the cars.

See page 11 for full report.

Neil Soutar
Robert Bettis
James Swinton
Catherine Omal
Jason Miller
Lucy Keatinge

Adventure Specialist
Hiking & Outdoor

Australia call free: 
1-800 141 242

HikingNewZealand.comNew Zealand and beyond

We have

ADVENTURES
TO SUIT EVERYONE

HI KI NG
N e w  Z e a l a n d
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9–10 Feb 2013 AREA: Pittwater GRADE: Kayaking Easy

START AND FINISH PLACE: Bayview

ROUTE DESCRIPTION: Bayview – western shore of Pittwater to the Basin.

This trip was rescheduled from 2–3 Feb due to strong wind warnings. We left Bayview 
at 9.30am in fine sunny weather with a light nor’easter. We paddled around Scotland 
Island in to Lovetts Bay, around Woody Point, Long Nose Point, to the Basin. Set 
up the tents in the camping ground, had lunch and then went for a paddle up to 
West Head, catching wind waves on the way back in a 15 knot nor’easter. Lots of 
fun. Sunday morning we paddled over to Stokes Point, along the eastern shoreline. 
Had morning tea at the Flying Fox Park in Winnererremy Bay. Arrived back at Riddle 
Reserve, Bayview at noon.

Don Andrews
Kerrie Allsop
Barrie Murdoch
Patrick McNaught
Alan O’ Regan 

16 Feb 2013  AREA: Ben Bullen State Forest  GRADE: S222E

START AND FINISH PLACE: Ben Bullen State Forest  

ROUTE DESCRIPTION: West of the Great Divide, these valleys encapsulate in a 
relatively small area, everything that is exciting and interesting about bushwalking 
– incredible rock sculptures, tall pagodas, narrow slot canyons, magnificent caves, 
verdant forests and more

Yuri Bolotin
David Trinder
Peter Cai 
Rebecca Lorch 
Jason Lorch
Prospectives
Graeme Jessup
Thuy Ho

Visitors
Viola Zhang
Jamie King
Jason Anderson

16 Feb 2013  AREA:  Blue Mountains National Park  GRADE:  M231

START PLACE: Golden Stairs  FINISH PLACE: Scenic Railway Carpark

ROUTE DESCRIPTION: Golden Stairs, Ruined Castle, Koorowall Knife Edge, Mt 
Solitary, lookout on south side, return along track to Landslide, Furbers Steps,Scenic 
Railway Carpark.

We started walking at about 8.50am. The weather for the whole day was kind to 
us: the showers that were forecast did not eventuate and it was a mild day for 
February, although humid. We had morning tea on the top of Ruined Castle and 
were able to appreciate the views as the fog had lifted. 

Lunch was enjoyed at the lookout on the south side of Mt. Solitary near Melvilles 
Lookout. In the afternoon one participant took the option of exiting up the Golden 
Stairs, accompanied by an experienced leader. 

We viewed the work that is being done on the Scenic Railway site (new rails, etc) 
before the ascent up Furber Steps to the Scenic Railway carpark. 

Chris Dowling
Greg Bray
Charmain Seil
Lorraine Mathot
Tim Sutherland
Andrew 
Quartermaine
Huw ap Rees
Virginia Waller
Tim Yewdall
John Kennett

Prospectives
John Currie
Nandan Cox

9-10 Feb 2013  AREA: Blue Mountains  National Park  GRADE: M232 

START AND FINISH PLACE: Carlons Farm

ROUTE DESCRIPTION: Iron Monger ridge, Jenolan River, Camp, Quart Pot Ridge

Very hot and muggy weather made for refreshing crossings of the Cox and a very 
pleasant wade up the Jenolan. Relaxing trip with plenty of spare time. Several Black 
snakes, one rather too close for comfort when dressed only in underwear.

Several trout and a turtle spotted. Karl was rather envious of Jouni’s ultralight gear 
so more purchases are on the cards

Karl Miller
Clare Holland 
Jouni Leppanen

Adventure Specialist
Hiking & Outdoor

Australia call free: 
1-800 141 242

HikingNewZealand.comNew Zealand and beyond

We have

ADVENTURES
TO SUIT EVERYONE

HI KI NG
N e w  Z e a l a n d
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Autumn Social Program

All meetings/events are held at Kirribilli Neighbourhood Centre and start at 7.35 pm,  
unless indicated otherwise. 

Please assemble downstairs until the yoga class finishes, so that the class  
can have a peaceful ending. 

March

13th @ 7:35pm Annual General Meeting - Come along and be part of the election process 
for new Club office holders, hear reports from the President, Treasurer and other office holders. 
Come and be part of your club!

20th @ 7:35pm Across the Wollemi

Ian Thorpe in 2013 led the first expedition to carry out a North South Traverse of Wollemi 
National Park. This trip was preceded by many, seeking to determine the best route possible. 
Ian will describe the trip and its planning expeditions – don’t miss the opportunity to hear about 
this epic journey.

April

3rd @ 7pm  Committee Meeting - Observers welcome

10th @ 8pm  Introduction to SBW - Evening for those thinking of joining SBW

17th @ 7:35pm Wild Canada

Club member and serious adventurer Peter Cunningham will present on his 2009 two month 
Canadian trip in Northern British Columbia, canoeing the big waters of the Stikine River and 
walking the wild glaciated landscape of the Mt Edziza volcano.

May

1st @ 7pm  Committee Meeting - Observers welcome

8th @ 8pm  Introduction to SBW - Evening for those thinking of joining SBW

15th @ 7:35pm  Everything you ever wanted to know about kayaking

Never kayaked before and want to know how to start? Want to see some great photos of 
kayaking trips? Patrick McNaught, experienced kayaker, will discuss what you need to do to 
start kayaking, and show slides from the many kayaking trips he has taken

The Club’s Annual Reunion

Friday to Sunday 15–17 March at Coolana 
Lots of activities and time to renew or make friendships – at sunset on the Saturday we will 
gather for drinks at the Dot Butler Lookout, inaugurate the new President and celebrate the 
opening of the Dot Butler Conservation Reserve with a Dayho to make the ranges ring.

COME AND SUPPORT OUR GUEST SPEAKERS!

Why not come along and meet for dinner at Kirribilli before one of the social 
evenings? If you have any ideas for social events, contact Christine McColl: social@

sbw.org.au. Have you had a great trip somewhere you would like to share?  
Let us know!
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