February 2014

ii

2014 February SBW Newsletter

In this issue . . .
Alex Colley – The Last of the Tiger Walkers
1909–2014..................................................... 2

2014 SBW Reunion, Coolana, Tallowa Dam Road,
Kangaroo Valley.............................................. 7

From the President.......................................... 5

Midweek Walking Activities............................... 8

The intervening years: Our Apology .................. 5

Travel Insurance for over 80s............................ 8

New Members................................................. 5

Christmas in the Snowies................................. 9

Autumn Social Program.................................... 6

Apology....................................................... 11
Walks and Activites Report............................. 12

Main Range camping spot. Photo by David Angell
Office Bearers
Members are welcome to contact the following officers on club matters
President Leigh McClintock
president@sbw.org.au
Tel: 8920 2386

Membership Secretary Sue Bucknell
membership@sbw.org.au
Tel: 0417 435 634

Vice President Roger Treagus
vicepresident@sbw.org.au
Tel: 0423 262 313

Skills Enhancement Sec. Richard Darke
skillenhancement@sbw.org.au
Tel: (02) 9960 6384

Secretary and Public Officer Glenn Draper
secretary@sbw.org.au
Tel: 0413 831 286

Communications Sec. John Flinr
communications@sbw.org.au

Treasurer Margaret Carey
treasurer@sbw.org.au
Tel: (02) 9957 2137
Activities Secretary Tom Brennan
activities@sbw.org.au

New Members Sec. John Kennett
newmembers@sbw.org.au
Tel: 0411 108 971
Social Secretary Christine McColl
social@sbw.org.au
Conservation Secretary Pam Campbell
conservation@sbw.org.au

Confederation Delegates
Tony Holgate
confederation1@sbw.org.au
David Trinder
confederation2@sbw.org.au
Jim Callaway
Rosemary Macdougal
Walks Report Secretary Lucy Keatinge
walksreporting@sbw.org.au
Magazine Editor Joanna Penney
editor@sbw.org.au
Opinions expressed in this magazine are the opinions
of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the policies
or views of The Sydney Bush Walkers.

Alex Colley – The Last of the Tiger Walkers
1909–2014
Alex Colley, SBW’s oldest member has passed away
at 104 years of age.
Alex’s life spanned a period so long and in a world
with so many changes that it is hard to imagine
what that must have been like. He was born 6 years
after the Wright Brothers’ first powered flight and
died with the entire world on line via the Internet.
But Alex just didn’t live through an entire century
of change, he changed it himself and in profound
and permanent ways. We are all the beneficiaries
of his enduring work and his achievements. There
is so much to say about the man and the scope
of his influence both as a conservationist and as a
bushwalker.
Alex was a conservationist decades before
conservation was a mainstream issue. He was
advocating the need for national parks and
wilderness areas before the Second World War
when such positions were considered radical.
Originally influenced by talks Myles Dunphy gave
at SBW meetings, Alex recognised the need for
the Federation of Bushwalking Clubs to take a firm

conservation stand. His experience with political
parties and the Federation convinced Alex that
rational argument backed by facts from experts
in their field could win the day. With this approach
Alex achieved so much.
He joined the Colong Committee in 1968 when the
Colong Caves and Boyd Plateau were threatened by
a massive limestone mine proposal. Alex devised
all sorts of strategies to frustrate the proposal,
from street demonstrations, to encouraging a mass
purchase of single shares in the developer’s company
to bolster the share registry with conservationists
and stack the company’s AGM. Through 10 years
of work by the Committee, the mine proposal was
defeated and the Kanangra area was safe. He even
got the Liberal Party convention to unanimously
support a motion from his local Turramurra branch
to support the conservation case.
Alex was secretary of the Colong Committee
from 1972 to 2007, when he turned 95, and in
that time wrote submission after submission to
governments and actively campaigned to preserve
a fair proportion of the north coast and tablelands

The legendary Tiger Walkers. Alex is left of Hilma with Dot English (Butler) next to Hilma. Norbett Carlon
is second from right. The other tigers are Jack Debert (SBW’s first President), Bill McCosker, Len Scotland,
David Stead and Gordon Smith
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for national parks. He went
bushwalking with Neville
Wran and Bob Carr and
carried considerable influence
with them, leading to his
crowning success of getting
the Greater Blue Mountains
region proclaimed as a world
heritage area. Bob Carr is on
record as saying that when
people take pride in knowing
the Blue Mountains has that
world status they can thank
Alex Colley.
His energy for the cause
seemed boundless. In 2001
he broke his neck in a fall
and was hospitalised. Spiro Haginikitas, one of our
long time SBW members visited Alex in hospital all
bound up in braces and clamps for his neck. Despite
these handicaps Spiro observed Alex busily writing.
“What’ya up to Alex?”, Spiro asked. Alex responded,
“Oh, I’m just writing up a Plan of Management for
Lamington National Park!”
For all of his work Alex was showered with awards:
the Catchment Leader of the Year in 1998, the Senior
Achiever Award in 2000, Nature Conservation Council
Centenary Medal ‘to commemorate the centenary of
federation of Australia’ in 2001, Senior Australian
Achiever Award in 2006, World Environment Day
Conservation Awards - Allen Strom Hall of Fame
also in 2006, the Lifetime of Conservation Award
from Australian Geographic in 2009 and of course
the Medal of the Order of Australia in 1984..
Alex wrote two books on conservation, Sustainability
and the glorious coffee table production Blue
Mountains - World Heritage published in 2004 with
Henry Gold’s magnificent photos.
All of these things that Alex achieved would more
than fill the lifetimes of most people, but for Alex
this is only part of the story. His other great love
was of course bushwalking, and as well as being a
legend as a leading conservationist he was a legend
as a bushwalker too.
Imagine this. Alex went bush for the first time in
his home town Lithgow at the tender age of 4 back
in 1913. His last big walk was in Central Australia
with Dot Butler in the 1990s. That is nine decades
of walking. Amazing. Alex said that growing up in
Lithgow was great as the bush was so close. In those
days the family’s means of transport was horse and
buggy. He would get up at 4am in the summer,
meet his walking companion, go for a bushwalk,
get back for breakfast and then go to school. When
the depression came, Alex would disappear into the
bush for weeks carrying only a bag of brown rice for
sustenance. On the occasion of his 90th birthday
Alex described how he joined SBW. His own words
tell the story much better than I can. This is what
he said.
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Alex and Dot Butler
“I was invited to join the club in 1931. I was having
my lunch after a walk in among some low bushes
just around the hotel site at Megalong and a head
appeared above the bushes and introduced himself
as Mouldy Harrison. Anyway we had a nice little talk
and he said, ‘why don’t you join the Bushwalkers?’
I said ‘Oh Mouldy, I couldn’t do that.’ I was doing
an Economics course and I had to work 44 hours
a week and use all my spare time to study so I
couldn’t do that.
Anyway then I had a second invitation when I was
doing Economics. I somehow think there must have
been some vibes between us I think. I sat next to
Tom Herbert and we got very friendly and one day
I mentioned I’d been for a walk and he said, ‘What,
do you go bushwalking?’ and I said, ‘Yes’ and he
said, ‘Well fancy that - I’m the President of the
Sydney Bush Walkers’ and he asked me to join and
I said ‘Oh no Tom, I’m a bird of limited intelligence, I
couldn’t do that, I’ve got to concentrate on this’. But
Tom could. Tom not only did an Economics course,
he used my lecture notes quite a bit. I gave him
a copy and he passed nevertheless. He was able
to row for the faculty and be the President of the
Sydney Bush Walkers. How he did it all at once I
don’t know but he did.
Anyway when I passed I sat around and my walking
companions got a bit too fat or a bit too unfit to go
out into the bush and I thought, ‘Well, why don’t I go
into the Bush Walkers.’ So I walked into the club room
and as I walked in up came Mouldy Harrison who
said ‘Hello Alec’ and I said ‘Hello Mouldy’. We’d only
seen each other for ten minutes and he remembered
my name and by some miracle I remembered his.
Anyway I had an easy passage then. They couldn’t
really turn me down because I was nominated by
the President. I got in quite easily and a little while
after that I was elected to be on the Committee and
I have been on the Committee nearly every year
since then. I enjoyed that very much”.
Alex joined SBW in 1936. He was President in 1941
and 1942, he has been editor of the magazine, VicePresident, Conservation Secretary for 30 years and
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mostly on the committee for all of 60 plus years, a
feat never likely to be repeated. Alex put an indelible
stamp on the character of the club both in running
the club and with his walks. He explored bushland
unlikely to have been trodden by white man before.
This included Mt Currockbilly in Morton NP and a fair
slice of Wollemi, plus discovering many passes and
negotiable routes in the Blue Mountains. He once
walked from the Wolgan to Coricudgy and then to
Putty through the heart of the Wollemi wilderness
in 10 days armed only with the very rough sketch
maps of the time, quite possibly the first white man
to get through all that country. He was a member
of the legendary Tigers whose walking feats were
almost superhuman. The names of members of
this group within the club are historic. Apart from
Alex there was Hilma Galliott whom Alex married,
Jack Debert (SBW’s first president), Bill McCosker,
Len Scotland, David Stead, Gordon Smith and
Dorothy English (better known now as Dot Butler).
Hilma was no slouch. She once walked 50 miles
(not kilometres) down the Grose River with Gordon
Smith in 24 hours. The perfect partner for Alex.
Being the pioneer and explorer that he was, Alex
led many original walks on the walks program
such as the first group climb of Carlon Head, and
a weekend walk from Wentworth Falls to Katoomba
via Kedumba, the Coxs, Scotts Main Range, the
Kowmung, the Gangerang traverse via Ti-Willa,
to the Cox/Kanangra junction, up Breakfast Creek
and on to Katoomba. That’s a hell of a way of going
between those two towns. In fact Alex’s contribution
to the Club’s walks program is almost inestimable.
Here is just a taste of what Alex delivered.
•

•
•
•
•
•

April 1939 – Katoomba – Nellies Glen – Carlons
Farm– Black Dog Track – Coxs River – Cedar
Creek – Ruined Castle – Scenic Railway –
Katoomba
October 1941 - Mongarlowe Road - Currockbilly
Mountain - Clyde River - Brooman Road
October 1943 – Nowra – Cambewarra – Barren
Grounds – Budderoo – Jamberoo – Kiama
August 1947 - Canberra - Mt Franklin - Mt
Gingera - Mt Franklin - Canberra (Train. £6/2/6).
May 1958 - Katoomba - Mt Solitary - Korrowall
Buttress - Cedar Creek - Katoomba.
January 1991 - Batemans Bay - Tabourie via
coast.

That is over half a century of leading.
Alex was the complete bushman, always finding
his routes through the bush and discovering water
where others said there was none. He introduced
his daughter, Fran and kids from other families to
skiing (Alex did cross country skiing while the family
downhilled over many seasons). Back in those days
Perisher boasted a couple of rope tows only. Alex
shunned such conveniences and always skiied up
the hill. The families camped at Sawpit, which was a
little primitive, especially when the very limited warm
water in the shower ran out. That never bothered
Alex as he just bathed in the local creek. During the
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Second World War he enlisted in the army and as
part of his basic training went on forced marches.
Alex recalls how much he enjoyed that experience
although he never met another soldier who liked it.
A mark of a true bushwalker.
When Alex married Hilma their first walk together
was not a stroll in the park but an assault on TiWilla Plateau in the Gangerangs. He loved that part
of the Blue Mountains. He also loved the Jamberoo
area, where he built a cabin and called it Ti-Willa.
This began a move by many bushwalking and SBW
notables to establish cabins there, including the
family of Paddy Pallin, Jean and Ray Kirkby and
Frank and Anice Duncan.
After Hilma’s death, Alex and Dot Butler became
partners for 20 happy years until Dot moved
to Tasmania to be closer to her daughter, Iluna
Bluewater. They were a legendary couple, both with
amazing bushwalking achievements.
The club would never have run as smoothly as it
did without Alex’s “behind the scenes” work. Before
the operation was moved to the Hollands, there was
for years, in Alex’s garage, a monthly gathering of
people like Dot Butler, Geoff Wagg, Spiro Haginikitas
and Ray Hookway helping to print the club Magazine
and tackling the old printer. Before the internet and
email, this was the means by which SBW members
knew what was happening and what walks were on.
Alex knew a bit about printing as he had worked part
time in the publishing section at Sydney University
where he was an undergraduate. Sitting his final
exams he was also the clerk in the examination
section of the Registrar’s office so he may have
been the first student ever to see his results before
they were published.
There were so many sides to Alex, and I’m talking
here about Alex from the Sydney Bush Walker Club
perspective. Others will recount wonderful stories
about Alex through all his other work and activities.
There was so much to this wonderful man
Alex is survived by his daughter Frances Colley (past
SBW member), her husband, David Hart, and Alex’s
twin grandchildren Alexander and Louisa Colley
Hart. Long time SBW member Shirley Dean had
enduring guardianship for Alex and has supported
Fran in caring for Alex (and Dot) for two decades
when Fran and her family lived in Adelaide and then
in the US. This was great dedication. Shirley was in
fact introduced to SBW by Hilma when they formed
a great friendship.
Recently Australia’s latest list of national treasures
were announced. It was noted by other bushwalking
clubs, not our own, that there were no bushwalkers
on the list and Alex was an obvious nomination.
What more can we all say than that Alex: you have
in fact been a national treasure for a very long time.
A very long life, lived to the fullest. I hope you are
right now up there somewhere discovering new
tracks to follow.
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From the President
Leigh McClintock

No doubt the event of the month was Alex Colley’s
death. I am deeply grateful to Roger Treagus, who
prepared the moving tribute which appears in this
magazine. Any more words from me would be quite
superfluous.
It has been a busy month, with all the usual endof-club-year activities to get on top of. We have to
prepare the annual report, make sure the notice of
AGM is ready, check all the Treasurer’s numbers,
and try to find volunteers to take over from those
who have decided they have done enough for the
time being as officer, committee member, or toiler
in one of the many functions that are needed to
make the club hum along smoothly.
We have succeeded in finding some volunteers for
jobs for which I have issued appeals over the last
few months. Vivien de Remy de Courcelles will be
our new editor. In last month’s newsletter, I said
goodbye on your behalf to outgoing editor Joanna
Penney; I was a bit ahead of myself, as Joanna has
extended her stay long enough to do one last (this)
magazine. Thanks to them both.
We are still short of candidates for Secretary,
Committee Member, Social Secretary and Auditor.
There are scores of club members who could do
these jobs. There seems to be a popular perception
that the President is responsible for filling them,
but it’s not just my club, it’s yours. Legally we
have to have a Secretary, but most positions have
a discretionary element to them. If we can’t find
anyone to perform a function, it may be unavoidable
that the function itself come into question. Please
don’t let it come to that.

This month we publish an apology from the
Committee to the authors of the new section of
the club’s history –The intervening years. Release
of the history has been held over for a year, while
we have examined competing claims about how
the publication process worked. It has demanded
a major commitment of time and effort, and I am
satisfied that we have done our best to reconcile
everybody. Unfortunately, pleasing everybody all of
the time is an elusive goal. Please read the apology
as it is, for what it is, and look forward to the release
of the history in the not too distant future.
Need a Satellite Phone?
Andrew Vilder needed a satellite phone for his big
trip to Tasmania this month. The club doesn’t
have one, nor did the other usual reliable suspects.
Andrew eventually found one himself and thought
he would tell us about it, to save time and effort
for anyone else on the same mission. He hired one
from epirbhire, in Buladelah. Their website is at
http://www.epirbhire.com.au. Andrew vouches for
their customer service, although I guess he hasn’t
had to use the phone yet!

New Members
Jan

Feb

Tara Cameron
Christina Pattison

Alex Allchin
Jason Miller
Lin Kennett
Mark Berry
Dorinda Appiah

The intervening years: Our Apology
In March 2012 the Sydney Bush Walkers (SBW)
published the first edition of The Intervening Years.
This book extended the history of the club that had
first been published in 1987, entitled The First Sixty
Years, to cover the period 1987 to 2011. Through
its Committee, the SBW acknowledges that before
publishing the book it did not adequately consult
with the lead authors, Tom Wenman and Kenn
Clacher, and did not ensure that they were in all
respects satisfied with it. The SBW unreservedly
apologises to Mr Wenman and Mr Clacher for this
omission.
In December 2012 the SBW published a second
edition of The Intervening Years. The Club
regrets that much of Mr Clacher’s material was
used in this second edition without permission
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or acknowledgement. It acknowledges that its
undertaking of the second edition was a clumsy
attempt to fix the problems of the first edition, and
regrets the additional hurt caused to Mr Clacher.
Many people other than Mr Clacher and Mr Wenman
also contributed to the book. The SBW regrets that
because of the length of time taken to settle on a
universally acceptable text, none of the contributors
have yet had the satisfaction of seeing the fruits of
their work.
The SBW requests that members delete or destroy
all copies of the first or second edition of The
Intervening Years that they may have downloaded
or otherwise obtained. The Committee will continue
to work with the authors in an effort to finalise and
publish the history in a form worthy of the Club.
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Autumn Social Program
February
5th @ 7pm		

Committee Meeting - Observers welcome

12th @8pm		
Introduction to SBW - New members evening. An opportunity for those thinking
about joining the club to learn more about it.
19th @7.35pm
Bryce, Zion, the Grand Canyon, and Iceland too thrown in
Catherine Mullane and partner Ian will present on these 3 iconic great parks of the US South West, which
they visited in 2013 as part of Ian Wolfe’s US expedition. They also went to Iceland for a week, and will
discuss this trip too.
March
5 Mar @ 7pm Committee Meeting - Observers welcome
No New Members Evening in March
12 Mar @ 7.35pm
Annual General Meeting
Come along and have the opportunity to vote for new committee members, hear from the committee,
and generally show the committee that you appreciate the very hard work they put into making SBW the
great club that it is.
Sat 15 – Sun 16 Mar - Annual Coolana Reunion. For many years the Club has held an Annual Reunion.
Members, new members, family and friends are invited to join us for this year’s celebration on the Club’s
property, Coolana, in the beautiful Kangaroo Valley. A chance to renew friendships and socialise with new
and old members. Campfire and party program on Saturday evening.
19 Mar @ 7.35pm
Social Evening: “Kakadu - Highlights of the last 30 years”
Come along and hear David Rostron speak of his many trips to this iconic area. David has led numerous
trips to many parts of Kakadu. This is your chance to hear one of our most long term and experienced
walkers speak. He will also share some reminiscences of Dot Butler, a founding club member and author
of ‘The Barefoot Bush Walker’.
April
2 Apr @ 7pm Committee Meeting - Observers welcome
9 Apr @ 8pm Introduction to SBW - New members evening. An opportunity for those thinking about
joining the club to learn more about it.
16 Apr @ 7.35pm
Social Evening: “Botswana: the Okavango Delta”
Gary Schoer will describe his recent trip to the most species rich area of Africa. Illustrated with superb
images of the wildlife observed there, this is a not to be missed opportunity to see one of the last great
wilderness areas of the world.
May
7 May @ 7pm Committee Meeting - Observers welcome
14 May @ 8pm
Introduction to SBW - New members evening. An opportunity for those thinking
about joining the club to learn more about it.
Wed 21 May, 7:35pm - Social Evening: “Glacier National Park and beyond”
Our now peripatetic ex president Ian Wolfe will present on this fantastic US national park. He may also
discuss his visit to Easter Island, and answer questions about any of the many other places he has
visited in the last year.
If you have any ideas for social events, contact Christine McColl: social@sbw.org.au
Have you had a great trip somewhere you would like to share? Let us know!
All meetings are held at the Kirribilli Neighbourhood Centre, Fitzroy St Kirribilli. Parking can be found in
the area, and the KNC is within easy walking distance of Milson’s Point station.
Social Evenings are preceded by a pre meeting dinner at the Mad Italian, a cheap and cheerful Italian
restaurant just around the corner at 5A Broughton St, where club members congregate from 6.30pm on.
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2014 SBW Reunion, Coolana, Tallowa Dam Road,
Kangaroo Valley
Patrick James

The Annual SBW Reunion will be held on the
weekend of 15–16 March 2014 at SBW Kangaroo
Valley. This will be the 82nd SBW Reunion open to
all members: new, old, experienced, green, full,
prospective, half, even ex, plus spouses, parents,
children, best friends, etc. For your information
SBW Katoomba and SBW Kosciuszko were rejected
as Reunion venues because of the high risk of
attitude sickness expected in March
Car parking at Coolana can be a problem. Park
neatly and closely to conserve parking space. Please
do not drive along the dirt access road if it has been
raining recently (to avoid getting bogged and to
conserve the road). Overflow parking arrangements
– just before the left hand turn off to Mt Scanzi,
take the dirt road on the right directly under the
330kV power lines, park on the grass, pick up your
pack and walk for 12 minutes along the Reserve
Road foot track to Coolana.

3. About 5.30pm: Happy Hour at the Camping Flat
4. About 7pm: Investiture of the President with
SBW’s unique badges and symbols of office this
year will be a private ceremony in the Argentinian
jungle. The serendipitous coincidence of
economy tickets and soon to expire frequent
flyer points with Argentina Barato Línea Aérea
was an offer too good for the President to refuse.
The President has promised to be there in 2015
as an ex-president.
5. The traditional health food supper of spinach
pie, March cake, Greek coffee and Milo will be
served.
6. Sit, sing, snooze and socialise around the camp
fire.
SUNDAY

There are 53 hectares of land at Coolana on which
to pitch your tent. All tentees are invited to try out
the Eastern Camping Area. Down the hill to the
Tool Shed, then right (east) downhill to a red flag
in a tree. Follow the path through two rain forested
creeks to the huge Eastern Flat, which has two
tanks with water taps and lots of firewood.

1. Ritual bathing in the Kangaroo River at 6am
led by the Vice President modelling (your
reporter has been told) his new faux wombat
skin swimmers. For the history buffs, this year
is the 195th anniversary of the crossing of the
Kangaroo River by James Meehan, Hamilton
Hume and Mr Broughton at Bendeela, near
Coolana, on 18 October 1819.

Transport to Coolana. If you need a lift and if you
can give a lift get in early, very early. A partial lift for
train travellers is possible; convenient stations to be
picked-up from are Bombo, Bowral and Mittagong.

2. Ritual damper baking competition (open,
children and seniors) with 8am bake-off followed
by judging, prize giving and sampling at 9am.

Railway Trackwork Reunion Weekend. South Coast
Line: Buses replace trains between Port Kembla
and Wollongong, Dapto and Central. Trains operate
to an amended timetable between Bomaderry and
Dapto. Illawarra Line: Buses replace trains between
Waterfall, Cronulla and Central and between Bondi
Junction and Central. No trackwork is proposed
on the Southern Highlands Line so Mittagong and
Bowral stations are options. It would be smart to
double check the trackwork schedule.
SATURDAY
1. Arrive mid-morning or better still come down
one or two days before. Relax and enjoy the
day, day walk in the vicinity, paddle, swim,
canoe or kayak the Kangaroo River or cycle into
Kangaroo Valley village to Tallowa Dam or for
the fit and daring up to Mount Scanzi.

3. Cavort on or in the waters of Kangaroo River
– the annual, almost forgotten, swimming
carnival may be held and the Henley Cup could
be awarded. For the list of prior winners refer
to the bottom of the page at: www.sbw.org.au/
content_common/pg-coolana.seo
Bring: in addition to your normal camping gear
a chair to sit on, happy hour provisions, camera,
songbook, good voice, torch, spare/extra batteries
and flour for damper; gardening gloves supplied.
Patrick James, Reunion “walks” leader, phone: (02)
9567 9998, patrickjames28@optusnet.com.au
Bill Holland, phone (02) 4296 3084, billholland@
bigpond.com

2. Enter one of the orienteering events.
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Midweek Walking Activities
Bill Holland

There is an informal gathering of people in SBW who
find the time to enjoy walking, cycling, kayaking
during the quiet times of the week when others are
working hard to support us. You are welcome to
join us at any time and if you would like to be added
to our Midweek Activities mailing list please let me
know by contacting Bill Holland 4296 3084 or by
email to billholland@bigpond.com.
It’s amazing how quickly the months roll by. Already
we have reached the second month of this new year!
Planning for our activities is well underway starting
with a large group at Myola later this month; wining,
dining, walking, cycling and kayaking. Sounds like
fun and it is!
And of course we have lots more fun ahead!
In March we return to Woolgoolga, or more correctly
Arrawarra Headland, north of Coffs Harbour to stay
in a very pleasant house but with accommodation
limited to eight people. Already six have indicated
attending so hurry and book if you would like to
make the list.
Canberra beckons us at the end April and Jindabyne
in May. Both of these are popular destinations
and I would appreciate early advice of interest;
particularly for Jindabyne where we have to book
numbers by the end of the month. For June a return
to Newnes cabins is planned and some of us will
remember the heated cabins and campfire are very
welcome in the colder months of the year.
In the second half of the year I have planned
returns to Myall Lakes in August and Dunns Swamp
in November.
So far I have not included Broken Hill as previously
intended. I am finding the train arrangements
difficult but will persevere and investigate the
practicality of a visit later in the year – perhaps at
wildflower time.
Here are more details of the above,
By The Beach – at Woolgoolga 24–28 March
We will rent a house on Arrawarra Headlands,
very close to the beach and within easy distance
of Wedding Bells National Park. Opportunities

for swimming, beach exporation and walking in
bushland – or just relaxing and enjoying the sun.
There is limited accommodation (eight people) so
early booking is required with $50/head deposit.
Book now!
Canberra 28 April–2 May
Canberra will be celebrating the 100th anniversary
of the Anzac landing with special exhibits etc. We
will stay at a caravan park and cycle the bicycle
pathways, visit galleries etc. This is an activity great
for the energetic and not so energetic or those who
simply want to visit the well-known features of
Canberra. Please let me know if you would like to
join us and I will confirm the booking.
Woorabinda Lodge at Jindabyne 19–23 May
This has always proved to be very popular. We
will stay in a modern lodge with all facilities in
Jindabyne.. Maurie and Barbara Bloom will lead us
on walks in the Alpine areas each day but there will
be time for easy sightseeing as well. Numbers have
to be confirmed by the end of this month so please
confirm if you can join us..
Cabins at Newnes 16–20 June (to be confirmed)
We have stayed in these cabins a couple of times
before and enjoyed the walks and spectacular
mountain scenery. Our host, Thomas assists in
making our stay very comfortable. Interesting
optional walks each day including a visit to the old
township ruins, Pipeline Pass and the Glow Worm
Tunnel. Please advise if you would like to be added
to the list.
Cutlers Cottage – Myall Lakes 16–23 August)
The location is ideal for kayaking, swimming
and bushwalking. The cottage has comfortable
accommodation but is limited to a maximum of
six people. However, excess numbers can use the
camping site next door at Korsmans Landing .
Cutlers Cottage is a three bedroom fully restored
residence and has a fully equipped kitchen &
relaxing verandah with peaceful - views overlooking
Myall Lakes. If you would like to be in the lucky six
to use the cottage please send me a $50 deposit as
early as possible.

Travel Insurance for over 80s
Many of our older Members are still quite mobile due
to the benefits of climbing up hills over a lifetime.
However, most travel insurance on offer cuts out after
a person reaches 80. This has the unfortunate effect
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of trapping fit people in their homes. The Probus
organisation recognises this is very inappropriate
and provides a very comprehensive Travel Insurance
Policy. Please refer to: www.probussouthpacific.org/
pages/travel_insurance_faqs
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Christmas in the Snowies
David Trinder

Thirty six people enjoyed a week in the Snowy
Mountains from Boxing Day through to 2 January.
The accommodation was divided between three ski
lodges at Smiggin Holes. Windarra Lodge housed
22 people and two 18-month-old “little princesses”.
One of these, Justine, belongs to Vivien and
Emmanuel and the other, Kate, belongs to Daniel
and Gemma Laver. We also had 12 people staying
in two neighbouring lodges.

performance was a rap song composed especially to
suit our daily activities and performed by Alicia and
Alex Pozniak. The MC was Rosemary MacDougal and
the judges were Jan Mohandas and Linda Mallet.

Each day we organised a number of walks, led by
myself, Jan Mohandas, John Pozniak, Vivien de
Remy de Courcelles and Deborah Warren Smith. Jan
also led yoga at 6am and 5pm every day.

1. 27 Dec. The 22 km Lakes Walk from Charlotte
Pass to Blue lake then past Club Lake and Lake
Albina, Mount Kosciuszko and back along the
road to Charlotte Pass. The walk started with
about 25 people, some went back from Blue
Lake and about 18 went right around the circuit.
It was a good introduction to people who were
unfamiliar with the area.

We celebrated the New Year with a party. The dress
was purple and several people entertained us with
various performances. Prizes were given for the best
performance and the best purple get-up. The best

My walks
These were generally on the main range; in four
walks we covered the main range from Dead Horse
Gap to Schlink Pass.

2. From Thredbo some went up the chairlift and
others walked up the 600 m rise beside the
chair lift. We walked up the steel track to Lake
Cootapatamba and down the Ramshead Range
past some amazing rock formations and large
fields of flowering plants to some waiting cars
at Dead Horse Gap. The group divided into 2,
and at the finish there were about 22 people
completing the walk
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•
•
•
•
•

Caminos de Santiago
Picos De Europa
Galicia
Basque Country
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www.spanishadventures.com
Email: Aussie Garry in Santiago:
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3. From Guthega to Illawong Hut, then up 600
m to Mount Twynam, down the Main Range to
Mount Tate and Consett Stephen Pass then down
the ridge back to Guthega. About 10 people
completed this walk at 7.15PM. A long hard day.
4. My fourth walk went from Guthega Dam up the
ridge to Consett Stephen Pass and continued
in the same direction almost to Dicky Cooper
Bogong and down to the road to Munyang where
we had some waiting cars.
Jan Mohandas’s walks
27 Dec - Mt Kosciusko walk - Starting at Charlotte’s
pass, Jan, Margaret M and Margaret C walked to
Mt Kosciusko peak. We walked with Jim Close’s
group, on the way to the peak, then walked back
to Chalotte’s pass separately. Beautiful sunny
and warm day for walking with fabulous views all
around. We stopped at Seaman’s hut for morning
tea and afternoon tea. Had lunch with Jim’s group at
the peak enjoying the views towards Mt Townsend.
Easy walking;lLeft at 8.40am, arrived back about 6
hours later. Ascent: 415m; Distance: 19km.
28 Dec - Cascade Hut walk - Starting at the lower car
park at Dead Horse gap. Jan, Margaret M., Anglelika,
Brian, and Margaret C. left from Windarra lodge. We
were joined by Bruno and Kay at Dead Horse gap.
Lovely walking along the track to Cascade hut. On
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the way we saw two Kangaroos on the track and
three Brumbies, grazing near the creek just before
the Cascade hut. Kay walked with us for only 5km
and then returned to her car. Relatively easy and
enjoyable walk, with lunch at Cascade hut. We left
at 9.20 am and returned at 3.30pm. Ascent: 730m;
Distance: 19.3km.

we decided to return to Dead Horse Gap with the
option of continuing the walk to Thredbo along the
Thredbo river. Jan, Angelika and Rosemary walked
to Thredbo. We left at 9.20am and returned to Dead
horse gap at 2.30pm and those who proceeded
to Thredbo got there at 3.30pm. Ascent: 620m;
Distance: 14.5km to Thredbo.

29 Dec - Schlink Pass walk - Starting at Munyang
power station. Jan, Margaret M., Angelika, Brian,
and Samira Bachir who came with us for a easy
walk after doing a hard 38km run the day before.
Very enjoyable walk. On the way to Schlink pass we
stopped at the first hut on the way, called the Horse
Camp hut. This hut was in excellent condition with
clean surroundings and located 400m from the road.
At Schlink pass it was very windy and we climbed up
the left side, found a nice shady shelter from wind
and had lunch. On the way back after 2.6km we took
the fire trail to the left and walked back to the start.
We left at 8.30 am and returned at 2.30 pm. Ascent:
700m; Distance: 19.3km.

1 Jan - The Summit circuit walk to Mt Kosciusko Starting at Charlottes pass. Jan, Margaret M., Sandra
and Margaret R. The sunny weather had disappeared
after six days of glorious sunny conditions. Cloudy
weather today with possible showers. We decided to
proceed as this Summit walk is done on New Year’s
day. Very few walkers on the track today unlike the
other days with many around. The day was cool
and ideal for this long walk with plenty of uphills to
do. We all thought it was a very enjoyable day of
walking seeing the magnificent scenery along the
Main range and the Snowy river valley. At the top of
Mt Kosciusko, there were very few people as the rain
drops were continually falling by then. We decided
to head towards the Seaman’s hut to have a late
lunch under the shelter and that we all enjoyed in
the comfort of the warmth inside the hut. After that
we continued on along the road to Charlotte’s pass.
We left at 9.30am and finished the walk at 3.30pm.
Ascent: 780m; Distance: 22.6km.

30 Dec - First walk - Mt Stillwell return - Starting at
Charlottes pass. Jan, Margaret M., Angelika, Brian,
Margaret C. and Bill. On the way we walked past old
ruins of sky lift and the new sky lift. The Chalotte’s
pass village could be seen clearly from high above
on the track. The views towards the Main range and
the Snowy river valley were very enjoyable. Plenty
of ice still left on many parts of the Main range. At
the top of Mt Stillwell we met up with the group led
by Vivien, Emmanuelle and Justine. Lovely day for
this scenic walk. We left at 8.45am and returned
around 11am. Ascent: 230m; Distance: 4km.
30 Dec - Second walk - Rennex walk - Starting at
the car park for this walk, on the Summit road to
Charlottes pass from Jindabyne. Jan, Margaret
M., Angelika, Brian and Bill. Soon after we left,
we walked past a flat muddy area where we saw
plenty of beautiful yellow donkey orchids which are
terrestrial, growing on the ground. This was a very
interesting walk with many undulations, some pretty
steep. When we reached the end of the track, we
climbed up to the top of a solidly built relay station
on the top of a rocky outcrop. The views from there
was just spectacular, towards the Main range and
to the valley in between. Another lovely sunny day
for this walk. We left at 12.15pm and returned at
4.30pm. Ascent: 420m; Distance: 13km.
31 Dec - Walk from Dead Horse Gap to the Main
range - Starting at the lower car park at Dead
Horse Gap. Jan, Margaret M., Angelika, Brian, Bill,
Margaret C. and Rosemary. Again, the day was
pleasant and sunny. This walk started with a gradual
climb through the woodland with plenty of shade.
Initially the views backwards towards Mt Pilot were
clear with many mountain tops visible. As the walk
progressed higher and higher the views towards
the Ramshead range were spectacular. When we
reached the track from the sky lift to Mt Kosciusko,
everyone wanted cups of coffee and we headed to
the Restaurant at the top of the sky lift. Afterwards,
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The walk led by Deborah was described in last
month’s Newsletter.
John Pozniak’s walks
Tate East Ridge Circuit: Guthega pondage, Gills
Knob, Mt Tate, Consett Stephen pass, Guthega trig,
Guthega dam.
Another day of excellent sunshine but a toupe
removing wind slowed the party down once we
reached Gill’s (supposed) Knob. Kirk, our itinerant
photographer, strutted his stuff with some amusing
wind swept poses by Alex and Corine. The initial
steep 300m off track rise took ones breath away
and was nearly a heart stopper for a visiting French
couple. Our youngest member, Justine, managed to
redden her father’s cheeks as he strode up the steep
slope with alacrity and her on his back. Another
150m easier rise had us being photographed on Mt
Tate’s trig (2068m) with little let up from the wind.
It has a profile similar to Frenchman’s Cap. Lunch
involved avoiding ants and flies on Consett Stephen
pass, where we also encountered some bushwalkers
proceeding on the Great Alpine walk. Then a benign
rise to Guthega trig (1879m) and a reasonable spur
down to Guthega dam and our cars. So one mildly
sprained ankle and a modicum of windburn was the
downside. Gorgeous scenery and fab photos was
the plus, followed by recouperative yoga courtesy
of Jan back at our Smiggins lodge.
31 Dec: Charlotte Pass, Snowy River. Blue Lake.
Mt Sentinel, Watsons Crags, Mt Twynham, Little
Twynham, Crummer Spur, Charlottes Pass.
After Jan’s 6am yoga class followed by a big breakfast
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we had 14 stalwarts ready to tackle the double
whammy; the spectacular Mt Sentinel (1917m) and
the dramatic Watsons Crags (2022m). A solid pace
was initiated from Charlotte’s Pass as we had our
New Years eve shindig later on our agenda too. Blue
Lake was not even looked at as we loped our way to
the first target. The going was good but the steep
rock impediment just before the final haul up to Mt
Sentinel stopped a few of our crew going the whole
hog. Backtracking, we regrouped by an idyllic camp
spot aside Strzelecki creek. Some of our group
then returned to Smiggins. Talk was that they had
some serious dress and make-up preparations for
our nights revels. The dress code being purple.
The remaining group strode on up to the Crags
and enjoyed the spectacular views to Mt Jagungal
and Geehi valley. With some time up our sleeve we
ventured to Mt Twynham (2196metres) and Little
Twynham and descended the less travelled route in
the rough direction of Charlottes via Crummer spur.
The base of which ground us to a snails pace for a
while but allowed us to smell the proverbial roses
and take more photos. A long day but a fulfilling
adventure.
1 Jan: Perisher valley, the Porcupine (1920ms),
Mt Duncan (1926m), Mt Wheatley saddle, Perisher
Gap, Smiggins.
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Our last day of walking after our party and late night
revels resulted in a late start. It was an easy stroll
and a case of stretching the legs, enjoying great
vistas and ticking off natural beauty spots at the
back of Perisher valley. An easy cross country ski
track wound its way to the Porcupine where we had
a long morning tea with an amazing horizon. The
climb up to Mt Duncan was a doddle and a second
morning tea was had. Then back on the track and
skirting Mt Wheatley to Perisher Gap, where some
of our party took advantage a solitary open cafe for
a third morning tea. The cool drizzling rain made
the rest of us scuttle back to the warmth of our
Smiggins lodge for lunch and later R&R. A slow
motion morning ending a great week of hiking.
Vivien de Remy de Courcelles also led a walk from
Charlotte pass to Mount Stillwell and back via the
Kangaroo Ridge to Charlotte Pass.

Apology
The January newsletter led with a panoramic photo
of the area around Mt Hay, attributed to Brendon
Anderson. This was in fact taken by Peter Cai on
Brendon’s walk, and was mis-attributed because
the editor didn’t read the email properly.
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Walks and Activites Report
Lucy Keatinge
Leaders: After the activity, please email completed Walks Attendance Form and Activity Report to:
walksreporting@sbw.org.au Please keep the signature sheet as this is a legal document.

Date, Walk Location & Route

Participants

Early–Mid Aug 2013 AREA: Glacier National Park, USA GRADE: M232E

Ian Wolfe

START AND FINISH PLACE: East Glacier National Park

Ted Nixon

ROUTE DESCRIPTION: Nine day trips in the sun. Have a look at: www.nps.gov/
glac/index.htm and in particular the photos in the Galleries at: www.nps.gov/glac/
photosmultimedia/index.htm and www.glacierparkphotos.com/
Garden Wall – initially there was low cloud and lots of people, but both cleared out
to give us a great trip.
Two Medicine Area – lovely campsite by the lake, great Ranger evening talks. Four
day trips.
Scenic Point – a good intro to the area, extended views out across the prairies to
the Sweetgrass Hills.
Upper Two Medicine Lake – nearly got moosed, pleasant waterfall and a nice
circumnavigation of the lakes.
Dawson Pitamakan – I did this one ten years ago, so we went in the reverse direction
to make it all new – still one of the best day walks in the world (ho hum). A nice
cooling breeze up top.
Two Medicine Pass – a bit more remote but equally visually splendid, nice eagles to
accompany us .
Due to wet weather we had a tourist day where we drove around looking at Indian
museums and enjoying the delights of the East Glacier Hotel (made of wood in 1910
in mock Swiss Alpine Chalet style).
Cut Bank area – befriended a physio in the campground and Ted got stretched.
Triple Divide Pass – walked above Medicine Grizzly Lake, missed out on seeing Mrs
Wolverine and her 2 cubs, resisted the temptation to do a side trip to Mad Wolf Mt.
Many Glacier area – avoided hitting two bears on the drive in. Just got a campsite
(phew!).
Craker Lake – yes it was “craker of a trip”. The lake is turquoise and long, with
grassy meadows and surrounded by high cliffs.
Iceberg Lake – joined the crowds for this iconic walk. Actually did see some mountain
goats.
Lee Ridge to Gable Pass – a long steady climbing ascent in nice forest to emerge
onto the ridge with wonderful views of the sacred Chief Mountain as well as the
pinnacles of Ninaki and Papoose. Met some Tree Borers on the way back.
We also enjoyed a dinner in the historic Many Glacier Hotel and we had a fine view
of a cinnamon Black Bear at “Oh, what a lovely bear you are” range.
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Date, Walk Location & Route

Participants

Early–Mid Aug 2013 AREA: Bitterroot Valley, USA GRADE: M232E

Ian Wolfe

START PLACE: Kalispel, USA FINISH PLACE: Marion, USA

Ted Nixon

ROUTE DESCRIPTION:
Salish Mts area:
Lupine Lake – to use the American expression, this was used to “acclimate” people
and also as an orientation walk. Nice woods, pretty lake and, for a brief interlude,
pleasant trail bike riders.
Nature Reserve – this is a broad valley with a series of lakes which are filled with
multiple varieties of birds, moose and beaver. We had a nice day identifying the
various species and route finding in the rushes.
Galton Range area:
Little Therrriault Lake, Blue Bird Basin, Green Mt, Paradise Lake – picked up a dog
as we climbed, finally had to be harsh and dump her. Nice traverse, lunched with
Mormons packing pistols, met some Tree Huggers with dogs wearing saddle pack
vests (no rum).
Stahl Peak – a long looping walk up through deep forest with a plethora of exquisite
huckleberries (purple tongues, lips, fingers & shirt fronts), a white box for a lookout
hut for lunch, big drop offs.
Danny On Trail – I have to confess that we took the chair lift up, but we made up for
it by doing all the side trips, and giving reasonably accurate directions to wayward
souls. Lovely wild flowers but only OK huckleberries (we were expert tasters by
now).
Camp Misery, Mt Aenas, Picnic Lakes – a very nice stroll around, we enjoyed
unmercifully taking the micky out of an American attempting to fly his kite (for the
first time) from the top of Mt Aenas (as well as nearly having a mountain goat join
us for lunch. Lovely Huckleberries along the way.
Wildcat and Black Lake – a fairly warm trip through varied forest including some
burnt out terrain. Visited all the Jewels (small lakes) in the basin. Would be great
to XC Ski through in winter.
Mission Mountains – Heart, Crescent and Glacier Lake – all distinctly different lakes,
one with friendly deer. Decided not to try for Finger Lake due to the intervening
criss-crossed ravine country.
Great Bear Wilderness area:
Stanton Lake and Grants Ridge – just for a challenge we did this one without up
to date maps or trip notes – this meant that we were “following our nose” for a
number of hours. But as my Granny said “Just keep going straight, and it will all
turn out for the best”. Aand it did. great close and long range views of glaciers, deep
forest and trails that mostly went where we wanted them to.
Great Northern Mountain – this one was our final trip in the area and was a bit of
a blow out – 5000ft up and down, lots of airy bits, 5 star lunch spot, tremendous
peak and a lovely Red Head. In all, a great finale.

Have you seen the latest Colong
Foundation Bulletin?
If not, you can download it from the
Colong Foundation website at:
www.colongwilderness.org.au
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SBW members are eligible for Free Paddy
Pallin Club membership.
Take along the Paddy Pallin ad in this
newsletter and they will honor this offer!
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Date, Walk Location & Route

Participants

Early Sep 2013 AREA: Big Hole Valley, USA GRADE: M121

Ian Wolfe

START AND FINISH PLACE: Big Hole Valley Visitors Centre, USA

Ted Nixon

ROUTE DESCRIPTION: Big Hole Interpretative Trail
This walk was a bit different in that it was the site of a “dust up” between the US
Infantry and the Nes Perce Indians. The saga of what happened to this Indian
Tribe is a dramatic human tragedy of Greek proportions, which contains the full
range of human actions from heroic gallantry to depraved chicanery. The walk
involves following a series of interpretive trails through a very pleasant valley and
woodlands.
Besides the historical context, the highlight was meeting Mrs Moose and her two
well grown calves – six mobile ears tracked our every move, and big brown eyes
appraise our motives – fortunately we passed this scrutiny and did not have to do
the 200m dash (which Ted would have lost).
We also learnt how to disassemble a tepee – not as easy as you may imagine.
Early Sep 2013 AREA: Craters of the Moon National Park, USA GRADE: M121

Ian Wolfe

START AND FINISH PLACE: Craters of the Moon, USA

Ted Nixon

ROUTE DESCRIPTION: Craters of the Moon trails
We did two days of short walks around this park, which encompasses a wonderful
volcanic landscape complete with craters, caves, lava tubes, lava beds, specialised
vegetation and a very eclectic bunch of Americans. The night skies are splendid and
we were blessed with an eerie full moon.
Early Sep 2013 AREA: Cedar Breaks National Park, USA GRADE: M222

Ian Wolfe

START AND FINISH PLACE: Cedar Breaks, USA

Cath Mullane
Ian Lovett

ROUTE DESCRIPTION: Cedar Breaks trails
We did two day walks around this park, which encompasses a plateau with an
incredibly colourfully scenic eroded escarpment.
Alpine Trail – a good combination of terrain to orientate to the area with great views
to the west.
Ramparts Trail – initially along the slippery rim, then out along the narrow ridge to
the overlook. Simply stunning.

Can’t think of a walk to lead?
There are well over 1,000 overnight and extended trips outlined in the
Historical Walks Database, found by logging in to the Members Area on
our website and following the link to Historical Walks Record
www.sbw.org.au
Here you will find a list of all the overnight or extended walks run by the
club from its inception to the present day. Look at the region you are
interested in and see what walks have been done there in the past!
Use this wonderful resource to help plan your next walk!
14
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Date, Walk Location & Route

Participants

Early – Mid Sep 2013 AREA: Bryce Canyon National Park, USA GRADE: M222

Ian Wolfe

START AND FINISH PLACE: Bryce Canyon, USA

Cath Mullane
Ian Lovett

ROUTE DESCRIPTION: Bryce Canyon trails
We did three days of short walks around this park, which encompasses a plateau
with an incredibly scenic eroded escarpment with earth pillars capped by balancing
rocks.
Rim Trail to Fairyland Point, Fairyland Canyon, Tower Bridge Trail – a good combination
of terrain to orientate to the area.
Sunrise Point, Queen’s Garden Trail, Loop, part of Wall Street, Sunrise Point – Queen
Vic looked serene as usual, the Peekaboos involve viewing or walking through a
series of eroded gaps in the earth walls and providing vistas of Dali-like pinnacles.
Riggs Spring Loop Trail – Enjoyed the views at Rainbow and then Yovimpa Points,
then down to Vovimpa Pass. Found the Spring for lunch. Then around under the
escarpment to Corral Hollow to then ascend back to Rainbow Point
Under the Rim Trail (overnight trip) – Rainbow Point, Iron Spring, Natural Bridge,
Swamp Canyon, Yellow Creek to end at Bryce Point. This spot is out of the way but
it is well worth visiting at any time other than Summer. It’s apparently very good
for snow shoeing and XC skiing. Multi day hikes in early spring are possible as you
harvest your water from the residual snow drifts.
Mid Sep 2013 AREA: Zion Canyon National Park, USA GRADE: M222 some E

Ian Wolfe

START AND FINISH PLACE: Zion Canyon, USA

Cath Mullane
Ian Lovett

ROUTE DESCRIPTION: Zion Canyon trails
We did three days of walks around this park which encompasses a massive canyon.
Weeping Rock, Observation Point, East Mesa, East Rim Trail, Hidden Canyon and
back to Weeping Rock – as it was pretty hot we wisely set off early and got the big
climb over with. This allowed us to enjoy the remains of the day in a leisurely in this
fantastic place.
Started at the Grotto, ascended Walters Wiggles and then got some air up Angels
Landing before heading out along the West Rim Trail. After a scenic lunch it was
back down and around to Emerald Pools.
A day of mid-calf wading in the Canyon – Temple of Sinawava, the Narrows and
up to the Springs campsite, then return (this whole section is like a never ending
Bungonia Gorge).
Then after dropping off Cath and Ian I did a day trip to Kolob Canyon to Kolob Arch
and back.
Mid Sep 2013 AREA: North Rim of the Grand Canyon, USA GRADE: M222

Ian Wolfe

START AND FINISH PLACE: Grand Canyon, USA

Cath Mullane
Ian Lovett

ROUTE DESCRIPTION: Grand Canyon trails
We did two days of short walks around this park which encompasses a plateau,
abrupt escarpment and an awesome hole filled with Mesa’s and Buttes.
Angle Point, Point Imperial – extended vistas and great depths of air.
Widforss Trail to the Point for very nice views, then back through the forest by a
less frequented trail.
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Date, Walk Location & Route

Participants

12 Nov 2013 AREA: Lower Blue Mountains National Park GRADE: M232 QWALK

Leigh McClintock

START AND FINISH PLACE: Glenbrook Station

Robyn Christie
Margaret Rozea

ROUTE DESCRIPTION: Glenbrook Station, Duckhole on Glenbrook Creek,
Glenwood Station
We started in light drizzle, which soon turned to steady rain. After an hour or so of
sodden bush bashing down to and alongside Glenbrook Creek, we decided to quit
while we were ahead. We were back at Glenbrook Station and on our way home by
about 10.30.

P Members
Peter Mills

7 Dec 2013 AREA: Blue Mountains National Park GRADE: M222

Angela Barton

START PLACE: Sublime Point FINISH PLACE: Top of Furber Steps

Chris Dowling
Tim Yewdall
Julio Rodrigues
Grace Love
Peter Love
John Kennett
Paul Barton
Margaret Rosa

ROUTE DESCRIPTION: Sublime Point, Lindeman Pass, Leura Forest, Dardanelles
Pass, Furber Steps
We took in the views from Sublime Point Lookout and then slowly descended
Copelands Pass. Good progress was made along Lindeman Pass and lunch was
eaten in Leura Forest. An enjoyable day was had by all.

P Members
Melinda Long
Lin Kennett
26 Dec 2013 AREA: Koskiuszko National Park GRADE: M222

Owen Kimberley

START PLACE: Guthega Power Station (Munyang) FINISH PLACE: Guthega Village

Michele Powell
Marella Hogan
Lucy Keatinge
Stephen Brading
Yvonne Brading
Melinda Turner
Stephen Tree

ROUTE DESCRIPTION: Day 1. Afternoon Start. Guthega Power Station Disappointment Spur Hut - Schlink Pass - Schlink Hilton Hut (sleep). Day 2. Schlink
Hilton - The Kerries - Mawsons Hut - Big Bend - Geehi River - Strumbo Range
(camp). Day 3. Strumbo Range - Mount Jagungal - Strumbo Range - Tarn Bluff
(camp north west of the tarn). Day 4. Tarn Bluff - Big Bend - Tin Hut via Valentines
Creek (camp). Side trip by some to Mount Porcupine and return. Day 5. Tin Hut
- Gungartan Pass - side trip to Gungartan Peak and return to Pass - Schlink Pass Dicky Cooper Bogong - The Granite Peaks vicinity (camp). Day 6. The Granite Peaks
- The Rolling Grounds - Constett Stephen Pass - side trip to Mount Tate and return
to Pass - Guthega Trig (camp). Day 7. Guthega Trig - Guthega Village.
It was another magnificent walk. Great company. Party limit of eight as required for
the Jagungal Wilderness Area. A massive thunderstorm hit as we reached Schlink
Pass on first arvo, so we proceeded to The Hilton where we spent the night indoors,
all to ourselves, with much merriment as the heavens opened up.
We managed to always camp among Snow Gums, on Snow Grass. All the campsites
were great but the last (NY Eve) was voted the best. Swims in The Geehi on Day
2 and The Tarn on Day 3. Nights were quite cold. Afternoons were warm and the
March Flies were worse than last year but not too bad. Fields of purple alpine
daisies, mostly mauve with some white and red (smaller flowers).
Stunning vistas each day but agreed that sunset on Guthega Trig is hard to beat.
Back at the cars early on Day 7 for the drive back to the Big Smoke.
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Date, Walk Location & Route
26 Dec 2013 2 Jan 2014 AREA: Blue Mountains National Park GRADE: Various

Participants
David Trinder

START AND FINISH PLACE: Smiggins Holes
ROUTE DESCRIPTION: The trip included a week of walking and accommodation.
We had six days of walking and on each day two or three walks went.
See full report page 9
Jan Mohandas
Margaret Mohandas
Margaret Rosea
Anita Paddock
John Pazniac
Linda Mallet
Tim Yewdall
Emmanuelle Convert
Vivien de Remy de Courcelles
Rosemary MacDougal
Sandra See
Graham Byrne
Jan Spencer
Jim Close
Dan Laver
Rod Wales
Margaret Carey
Alex Pozniac
Angelika Langley
Brien McConaghy
Geraldine Vaughan

P Members
Samira Bachir
Bill Wood
Visitors
Alijia Pazniac
Kirk Powell
Justine de Remy de Courcelles
(baby)
Gemma and Kate Laver (baby)
Valerie Close
Deborah Warren Smith
Miranda Close
Corine Lemarchand
Remy Lemarchand
Vernonic Lemarchand
Alexandra O’Donahue

Willis’s Walkabouts
Unique, off-track bushwalks
No one else takes you as far off the beaten path. Explore
hidden waterfalls, ancient rock art, flowing streams and
deep pools of pure, clean water. The only way to get to
these wonderful places is to walk, off-trail through an
amazing wilderness few people will ever see. Our
experienced guides show you hidden wonders that others
seldom find.
Easy, hard or in between, four days to six weeks, we
offer something to suit every bushwalker. Explore our
website and see the incredible variety we offer. Book
early and save up to 20% with our advance purchase
discounts. Quote this ad, book before 31 January, and
receive an extra $100 off any 2014 trip.
Join us on an extraordinary adventure
you’ll have to experience to believe.
2014 February SBW Newsletter
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Date, Walk Location & Route

Participants

1-9 Jan 2014 AREA: Cradle Mountainm, Lake St Clair National Park GRADE: M232
QWALK
START PLACE: Ronney Creek FINISH PLACE: Cynthia Bay
ROUTE DESCRIPTION: Overland Track including side trips to ascend Cradle
Mountain, Barn Bluff, Mt Oakleigh, The Labyrinth and The Acropolis, visit to Scott
Kilvert Hut, Fergusson Falls, D’Alton Falls, Hartnett Falls, Lake Wills and Lake Marion.
Eleven fit and enthusiastic intrepid souls commenced this wonderful adventure
through the heart of Cradle Mountain – Lake St Clair National Park in the Tasmanian
wilderness to walk the Overland Track over nine days/eight nights – most of whom
had not previously walked in Tasmania and had not previously undertaken a multiday walk. We experienced rain, hail, sleet, snow, high winds and beautiful sunshine
however this did not dampen our experience through this majestic wilderness of
harsh cloud covered mountain peaks (with a dusting of snow), enchanted forests,
pounding waterfalls, flash flooding of Narcissus Creek on our way to Pine Valley
(our ‘Little People’ had water half way up their thighs) and the constant challenge
of water, mud and never ending tree roots along the track.

Robert Carter
Lisa Sheldon
Frances Bottrell
Tracey Avolio
Petros Nikoloudis
Rob Schroettner
Rick Martin
Alan Carpenter
John Kennett
P Members
Lin Kennett
Mark Berry

Our departure on Day Three from Windermere Hut was delayed due to a little
critter purloining Rob Schroettner’s shoe that resulted in a massive search and
rescue operation where one of our number ‘thought like a possum’ to successfully
locate the slightly worse for wear shoe that had been chewed – conflicting Ranger
accounts blamed a Possum or juvenile Tasmanian Devil. Either way there was a lot
of concern intersperse with much laughter throughout.
Our side trip to Lake Marion provided an insight to ‘real walking’ in Tasmania with
long sections of knee deep mud requiring acrobatics across the Button Grass and
crossing of swollen creeks however the reward of the spectacular Lake Marion was
well worth the effort.
A fantastic walk with a great group of people who persevered (most of the time)
with everything that was served up to us. More to come in a planned two part
detailed trip report in the coming months.
Congratulations to our two Prospective members – Lin Kennett and Mark Berry –
who both achieved their overnight qualifying walk... the hard way
4 Jan 2014 AREA: Blue Mountains National Park GRADE: S122

Angela Barton

START PLACE: Gate on Narrowneck FINISH PLACE: Devils Hole

Chris Dowling
John Currie
Anne-Marie Currie
Stephen Dolphin
Glenn Draper
Virginia Waller

ROUTE DESCRIPTION: Locked gate on Narrowneck, Red Ledge Pass, Glen Shale
Mines, Devils Hole
The party easily traversed Red Ledge Pass and after descending the ridge we found
the Glen Shale Mines and the “big wheel” at the base of Red Ledge Pass. The
remains of old chimneys were explored before following the road way to the Devils
Hole Track. It was a hot day and we were pleased a cool breeze was blowing as we
climbed the track up to Devils Hole.
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P Members
Damon De Costa
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5 Jan 2014 AREA: Brisbane Waters National Park GRADE: S122

Rosetta Lee

START AND FINISH PLACE: Wondabyne Station

Julian Martin
Leigh McClintock
Yeok Ken Williams
Karen Carkner
Lyn Terrey
Peter Kaye
Gill Kaye

ROUTE DESCRIPTION: 13 km, starting from Wondabyne Station, which is one
of the smallest railway station in NSW. Uphill 130m to reach the Great North Walk
then turn to a narrow overgrown Pindar Cave track. Along the ridge about an hour
you can see the view of Mooney Mooney Creek. Continues the track to reach a small
pool. Take another 5 mins walk to reach the Pindar Cave which is very similar to
100 Man Cave.
After arrived the Cave, we headed off to find the waterfall, which the leader could
not find on the navigation walk. A few members were scared to get lost and made
some signs. Finally, President Leigh McClintock found the waterfall and walked to
the bottom. There is no water on the waterfall, so we could stand there to take
photos.
9 Jan 2014 AREA: Kuring-gai National Park GRADE: S122

Angela Barton

START PLACE: Berowra Station FINISH PLACE: Mt Kuring-gai Station

Rick Angell
Terence Biggs
Patricia Sherry

ROUTE DESCRIPTION: Berowra Station, Waratah Bay, Cowan Creek, Mt Kuringgai Track, Mt Kuring-gai Station
A leisurely pace on a warm day down to Waratah Bay and along Cowan Creek.
We gave Appletree Bay a miss and made our way up to Mt Kuring-gai Station. An
enjoyable mid-week walk.
11 Jan 2014 AREA: Killalea State Park GRADE: S111

Bill Holland

START PLACE: Farm Beach FINISH PLACE: Killalea State Park

Jade Chang
Peter Miller
Hans Stichter
Brian Holden
Liam Ryan

ROUTE DESCRIPTION: Farm Beach, Mystic Beach, Minnamurra River
The day was very warm but the visits to Farm Beach, Mystics Beach, and Killalea
plus a walk in the rain forest made a very pleasant day; finishing with an evening
barbecue.
12 Jan 2014 AREA: Kiama Coastal Walk GRADE: S111

Bill Holland

START PLACE: Minnamurra River FINISH PLACE: Kiama

Mal de Silva
Glen Draper
Jade Chang
Peter Miller
Hans Stichter
Brian Holden
Mia Lee

ROUTE DESCRIPTION: Minnamurra River, Werri Lagoon, Jones Beach, Bombo
The day was cloudy but warm as walked through the mangroves track along the
Minnamurra river, over the headland then past Jones Beach and Bombo Beach to
the Kiama Blowhole. Lunch was taken at a rocky cove near Cathedral Rock.
12 Jan 2014 AREA: Bondi Coastal Walk GRADE: S111

Bill Holland

START PLACE: Bondi Beach FINISH PLACE: Coogee

Frances Holland
Robyn O’Bryan
Patrick James
Margaret Conley
Joanne McLachlan
Richard Brading
Dot Stitt
Peter Stitt
Karen Brading
Hannah Brading
Melanie Brading
Mal de Silva

ROUTE DESCRIPTION: Bondi Coastal Walk via Clovelly to Coogee Beach
15 people attended. The evening was warm and beaches, rocks etc were very busy
with people enjoying the summer conditions. We walked about two hours then had
a very social dinner together in the park at Coogee Beach.

Visitors
Two unnamed
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18-19 Jan 2014 AREA: Morton National Park/Bungonia SRA GRADE: M222 QWALK

Melinda Turner

START PLACE: Badgery’s Lookdown FINISH PLACE: Bungonia

Grace Love
Peter Love
Stephen Dolphin
Jason Lorch
Rebecca Lorch
Lorraine Mathot
Charmian Seil
Uwe James Seil
Calogero Panvino
Virginia Waller
Pam Campbell

ROUTE DESCRIPTION: Badgery’s Lookdown, Shoalhaven River, Bungonia Creek,
Bungonia Gorge, Red Track
Forecast was for a hot weekend, and forecast was right! As soon as we descended
Badgerys Spur we headed for the river. And that set the tone for the whole day,
more time spend playing in the water and cooling down, than walking.
Camped at convergence of Bungonia Creek and the Shoalhaven.
Early start on Sunday saw us enter the boulder field of the Gorge whilst it was still
cool. Lots of fun travelling over, under, around the massive boulders.
Ascended the Red Track with a bit of a breeze behind us.
Many thanks to Grace, Peter, Rebecca, Jason and Steve for their support with the
large group. And thanks to everyone who attended, it was a great weekend!

P Members
Alex Allchin
Damon Nomad
Kerry Atkins
Visitors
Scott Allchin

18 Jan 2014 AREA: King Georges Brook GRADE: M323E (canyon grade 3)

Richard Pattison

START AND FINISH PLACE: Mount Banks

Rachel Grindlay
Tom Brennan
Brendon Anderson
Catherine Omal
Alan Osland

ROUTE DESCRIPTION: Mount Banks, King Georges Brook, Explorers Brook
Junction, Mount Banks
We made quick progress through King Georges Brook: a couple of wades in the top
canyon section; a hand-over-hand in the middle dry sections; two abseils and three
swims in the fair quality lower section. No exit info is published, so we separated
and searched for a way out.

Visitors
James Yorston

We found two probable exits to the north for the scrubby and longer Carmarthen
Ridge, but chose a steep & loose rock climb to the south for the shorter and less
scrubby Banks Ridge. The climb took two hours for the party to complete nullifying
the time saving, but added some excitement and resulted in more pleasant
temperatures for the walk out, reaching the cars at sunset. Well done to everyone
for a good day out.
19 Jan 2014 AREA: Marra Marra National Park GRADE: L211

John Kennett

START AND FINISH PLACE: Mooney Mooney Launch Ramp

Bradley Russ
Jade Chang

ROUTE DESCRIPTION: Kayak from Mooney Mooney to Marra Marra Creek and
return
Great trip in good conditions though we could have done without the headwind on
the way back. From Mooney Mooney ramp, paddle to the HMAS Parramatta wreck
then to Bar Island to see the early settlers’ cemetery and memorial. Then on to
Friendly Island and Big Bay before lunch on Marra Marra creek. Afternoon tea and
a swim at a beach, before a challenging return to Mooney Mooney punching into
the wind. The Prospectives showed great determination in boats not well suited to
the conditions.
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P Members
Jenny Stephens
David Hou
Visitors
Bernard Bayliss
Kevin Yeats
Doreen Anderson
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21 Jan 2014 AREA: Blue Mountains National Park GRADE: M222

Leigh McClintock

START PLACE: Glenbrook Station FINISH PLACE: Springwood Station

Geoff Bishop
Robyn Christie
Misako Sugiyama
Leigh McClintock
Christine McColl
Michele Powell
Owen Kimberley

ROUTE DESCRIPTION: Glenbrook Station, Duckhole on Glenbrook Creek, St
Helena Ridge, St Helena Crater, Bunyan Lookout, Perch Ponds on Glenbrook Creek,
Magdala Falls, Springwood Station
We started in light drizzle, which cleared up after a couple of hours, after which the
day stayed humid and mild. The descents to and ascents from Glenbrook Creek
were very pretty, but St Helena Crater itself was a bit of a let-down. It is weedinfested. The track down from Bunyan Lookout is beautifully made, and a pleasure
to walk on. Only the leader took advantage of the opportunity to swim at Perch
Ponds. Leeches plentiful and active on the last part of the trip, up Magdala Creek.

P Members
Owen Naidoo

24–27 Jan 2014 AREA: Kosciuszko National Park GRADE: M223 Q WALK

Leigh McClintock

START PLACE: Thredbo FINISH PLACE: Geehi Dam

David Bell
David Angell
Lisa McCarthy
Mark Dabbs
Marc Allas
David Merrick
John Flint

ROUTE DESCRIPTION: Thredbo Top Station, Rawson Pass, Watsons Crags, Lady
Northcote Canyon Track, Geehi Dam
The first day, Friday, was spent positioning two cars at Geehi Dam. Five of us
camped at Dead Horse Gap. The other three joined us at Thredbo the next morning.
On Saturday we walked along the Main Range Track, turning west before Mt Twynam
to go out onto Watsons Crags. From there it was a very steep descent into the
headwaters of Siren Song Creek. We camped on a little ridge on the north side of
the creek, where we encountered our first snow gums at just under 1700 m. It was
a spectacular setting.
Sunday was our last day together. We bashed our way down 600m to Lady Northcote
Canyon Track, through really terrible scrub. From there it was another three hours
or so along the track and back to our cars. The whole walk was a little over 40 km.
28 Jan 2014 AREA: Blue Mountains National Park GRADE: S113

Leigh McClintock

START AND FINISH PLACE: Nortons Basin Parking Area

Geoff Bishop
Robyn Christie
Christine McColl

ROUTE DESCRIPTION: Parking Area, Warragamba River, swim crossing, Wallaby
Nob (return), Warragamba River, swim crossing, upstream Nepean River to Johns
Basin, Nortons Basin Parking Area
It was a hot day, and the water was much more attractive than the land. The location
was the confluence of the Warragamba and Nepean Rivers, both running through
splendid gorges with 100 m walls. We climbed down to the river level and back a
couple of times. We rock-hopped along the shores of both rivers for a kilometre
or two. But mostly we swam. Nortons Basin is the size of a football field, and its
attraction is enhanced by a cascade, 20m across and one metre high, that feeds it.
Unfortunately, there is a lot of rubbish strewn around. Johns Basin – upstream of a
few more cascades – is smaller, prettier, and pretty free of rubbish.

P Members
Catherine Hoare

We finished by 2 pm, well pleased with our efforts
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EXPERIENCE
IS EVERYTHING

Air Strip

Mens long
sleeve shirt

$109.95

Dryflylite
Womens
check long
sleeve shirt

$89.95

SYDNEY 507 Kent Street. Ph 9264 2685
MIRANDA 581-587 Kingsway. Ph 9525 6829
KATOOMBA 166 Katoomba Street. Ph 4782 4466

MAILORDER Customer Service & Information 1300 654 259
ONLINE SHOPPING www.paddypallin.com.au
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