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Get all your hiking gear from the World’s
leading brands: www.paddypallin.com.au

The Scarpa Kinesis and Mythos 
GORETEX® 3 season Hiking boots 
defi ne a new standard in hiking 
comfort. ActiveFit technology means 
you can travel the distance with the 
perfect combination of ergonomic 
speed lacing, ankle padding and 
maximised freedom of movement.
Our go-to multi-day hiking boot.

Mythos

 
Kinesis

SYDNEY  507 Kent Street. Ph 9264 2685
MIRANDA 581-587 Kingsway. Ph 9525 6829
KATOOMBA 166 Katoomba Street. Ph 4782 4466
MAILORDER Customer Service & Information 1300 654 259
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From the President
John Flint

Being July it was the occasion of the SBW mid winter 
feast last week. As usual superbly organised by 
Jan Spencer and Tracy Avolio despite some double 
booking hiccups which meant the event was moved 
to the outside patio. It worked out well with just 
enough space for what was a very good turnout 
and heaters were provided so the outdoors was not 
an impediment to the enjoyment at all. I judged 
the winner of the best plate to be Spiro who again 
brought his famous spinach filo pie. He provisioned 
in such quantities that I dare say if no one else had 
brought a single plate we would have had a decent 
feed with just that! It was great to catch up with 
members and with the club size I am constantly 
meeting some one or other that I have not met with 
before and finding out a new and favourite area to 
explore. All up a good night. Make sure you check 
out the social program always something interesting 
and while you can’t get out on every walk it is good 
to hear about the many adventures others are 
having. Next month is Rob Carter on the Larapinta 
trail, yet another place on the bucket list, so it will 
be great to get the good goss’ on how it is done.

I mentioned a couple of months ago about the dire 
state of the people Nepal after the devastating 
earthquake. Things have improved somewhat with 
the relief efforts, though of course many of the worst 
effected areas will take a long time to recover. The 
Australian government has this month lowered their 
travel advisory for most of the country to “exercise 
a high degree of caution“. There are still some areas 
with the higher “reconsider the need to travel” but 
it does mean that for much of the country with a 
suitably cautious approach travel is now practical. 
Many SBW members have been or want to go to 
Nepal. It might be the right time to start planing a 
trip. Hiring guides and porters and trekking around 
the country will help the Nepalese economy and not 
to mention great walking and scenery.

Mentioning great walking and scenery brings me 
to my next item. The Wollamgambe or “Gambe 

as it is affectionally known is one of the favourite 
areas for SBW to go bushwalking. SBW also does 
canyoning and liloing down the river in the summer 
months. This wonderful place was recently spoil by 
a major spill from the coal mine at Clarence. This 
dumped tons of sludge and silt into the river. The 
EPA ordered the company to take measures to clean 
up and prevent further damage. A group of SBW 
members decided to go out and check the damage 
in the river this last weekend, the initial reports 
look pretty bad. Black sludge can be scooped up 
and the river has turned dark. I saw a photo of an 
SBW member 2.5km 
downstream with 
one foot in a pristine 
stream coming 
from a tributary 
with catchment in 
a unspoilt area and 
the other foot in the 
main Wollangambe 
river downstream 
from the mine. The 
contrast could not be 
more stark with the 
Wollangambe still dark 
from the spill that for 
downstream. A video 
of Melinda Turner and 
Alex Allchin at the 
river has been shared 
on the SBW Facebook 
page. Check it out 
along with the FB 
group they have set up for more information. This 
is such an important area for SBW and everyone 
who values the environment, spend some time 
informing yourself and I would urge some action 
such as writing to the EPA, the coal mine owners 
and Government as well as spreading the word to 
raise awareness of this disaster in the community.

New members
The committee approved the following new members at the June meeting:

Kelly O’Reilly
Paul Tuplin

Tim Van Langenhove

Steve Watson
Sarah Jones
Clive Roberts
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SBW Magazine Project – Update
Richard Pattison

One magazine was completed in May (well done 
Emmanuelle), taking the tally to 12% (89 of the 
763) of the club’s historical magazines being 
digitised. Anyone can help to save the clubs history, 
visit: http://sbw.ozultimate.com/wiki/.

SBW Magazine Key Dates:

June 1931 – The first SBW magazine was published, 
available for purchase and printed bi-monthly.

Nov 1937 – Publication becomes monthly, following 
the club’s purchase of a duplicator.

Apr 1968 – At the March AGM, the magazine is 
incorporated into annual subscriptions, so every 
member now receives a magazine. Non-members 
could purchase a copy for 10c, or an annual 
subscription for $1.50 including postage.

Apr 1994 – the first magazine produced entirely on 
a computer.

Jan 2009 – the first newsletter. The committee 
makes the controversial decision for the magazine 
to become quarterly, with the interim months 
transitioning to a newsletter. Only the magazines 
would be printed and posted, while the newsletters 
would be emailed only, saving the club $6k p.m. 

Feb 2009 – the first email delivery, those not opted-
in receive a printed version by post.

Apr 2009 – following significant debate and 
correspondence, the first email exclusive delivery of 
the newsletter. Any members not “opted in” did not 
receive a copy. 

Magazine vs. Newsletter

The controversy of the newsletter seems to have 
settled (I think?)… so, let’s review the difference of 
the newsletter and magazine after the first 6 years. 
And yes, there is a difference between magazines 
and newsletters, although many members don’t 
realise it, and… the difference is more than just 
the front cover: the magazine has a drawing by 
SBW member Alan Rigby from ~1932, while the 
newsletter just simply lists the contents.

The magazine is distributed in tandem with the 
quarterly programme: February, May, August 
& November. The purpose of the newsletter 
according to the Editor of the first edition was and 
still is “designed to keep members informed on 
bushwalking matters; to give you relevant news; 
and, to pass on ideas of interest to members”. 

If members do not consider a difference between 
the magazine and newsletter, then, all things being 
equal, the same number of articles will be submitted 
each month and the page count will be equal:

In fact, the magazine has 3 pages of content more 
than the newsletter on average, that’s +13% more 
pages in the magazine than newsletter. This fact is 

consistent across all 5 editors during the newsletter 
era. This is statistically significant, therefore, it 
suggests that SBW members do hold the magazine 
in higher regard than the newsletter, either saving 
or purposely producing articles for the magazine. 
This makes sense for those members that still live 
without email and receive the magazine by post, as 
they only receive these 4 editions per year and miss 
out on the newsletters. Hmm… this article is in a 
newsletter… so, I guess they’ll never know this fact!

As noted in my April 2015 article, the emergence 
of email as a common means of communication 
between SBW members has increased the page 
count from the historic average of 18 pages per 
edition to 24 pages.

Current Printing & Postage

Glenn Draper has kindly printed the magazine for 
the last 3 years. In 2012 Glenn was printing ~125 
magazines per quarter, but the latest edition in May 
2015 was down to ~35 magazines. Glenn prints the 
front and back cover on buff coloured 80gsm paper 
and the rest of the magazine on white 80gsm paper. 

Traditionally the page count was an important 
consideration for the Editor in relation to printing 
– it’s cost effective to manage the content to even 
page numbers. Reviewing the historical page count 
this certainly seems evident through all editorships 
with 95% of magazines prior to the email age being 
even (excluding the front cover which was printed 
on its own “furry” card). In fact, the last odd paged 
edition prior to email delivery was July 1979, an 
amazing 30 years of neat even pages concluded 
with the 2nd release of the newsletter in March 
2009 under the Editorship of Maureen Carter.

An even page count is maybe less important 
nowadays with less copies to print, but still, I’m sure 
our Editor attempts to manage the content to even 
pages, accepting that the front cover is now double 
sided and not a separate page. The newsletter on 

http://sbw.ozultimate.com/wiki/
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Social Program

Wed 19 Aug - Larapinta. Larapinta is the Aboriginal word for ‘flowing water in creek’ and ‘flat 
country’. The Larapinta Trail could be loosely interpreted as ‘a long flowing track’. Come along and 
join Robert Carter and friends in recounting their adventure as they traverse the West MacDonnell 
Ranges from west to east over a 2 week period. They will share their trials and tribulations as well 
as photographic memories throughout this extraordinary experience.

All meetings are held at the Kirribilli Neighbourhood Centre, Fitzroy St Kirribilli and start at 7.35 pm. 
The KNC is within easy walking distance of Milson’s Point station.

Social Evenings are preceded by a pre meeting dinner at the Mad Italian, a cheap and cheerful Italian 
restaurant just around the corner at 5A Broughton St, where club members congregate from 6.30pm on.

the other hand is emailed, therefore page count 
is irrelevant and there is no need for the Editor to 
manage the page count, therefore, all things being 
equal there should be an equal mix of odd and even 
editions. This is the case:

Ultimately, the switch to email had to happen, and 
the splitting of the SBW publication to magazine 
and newsletter was a clever and considered play by 
the committee of the day. Had they not made that 
bold decision, the cost would be significant today: 
842 members x 12 magazines x ~$10 = $101,000! 
Wow, just imagine how many new ropes we could 
buy!

What comes next in the life of the SBW publication? 
Well, I’m sure readers in 2025 will be amused at 
our archaic email delivery system compared to their 
process which is yet to be invented, true story!

The latest edition of the  
Bushwalking NSW magazine is available for 

downloaded at:
http://www.bushwalkingnsw.org.au/bushwalker-

archives/

Have you seen the latest Colong 
Foundation Bulletin?

If not, you can download it from the  
Colong Foundation website at:
www.colongwilderness.org.au

http://www.colongwilderness.org.au/
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Making Custom Maps
John Flint

One of the essentials of bushwalking is to carry a 
map covering the intended route. Most bushwalkers 
build up a pretty good collection over the years. 
The maps produced by the LPI in the 1:25000 
topographic series are generally pretty good but I 
have a few frustrations that I think other map users 
may share. The map size can be a little unwieldy 
in the bush and the constant unfolding and folding 
into the map case soon causes the map to tear. The 
other is that any bush walk that I seem to want 
to do inevitably lies across two or three separate 
maps, making things more difficult than it needs to 
be.

One solution is to photocopy a section and cut and 
tape sections together. This works ok but can be 
fiddly getting the edges to match up and is better 
done with a large photocopier rather then an A4 
machine we typically have at home.

I am going to go through a different method in a 
series of articles over the next few months. In this 
1st article I’ll cover extracting sections from a digital 
map, future articles will build on this, covering 
annotating the map, overlaying a GPS track and 
loading the map onto a GPS. 

It does get a little technical and the tools I will be 
using are mostly run from the command line rather 
than a GUI, but it won’t be too difficult to follow and 
with the examples you won’t need to understand all 
the details.

As well as publishing the paper 1:25000 topo maps 
the LPI also publish the exact same maps in PDF 
format. These can be purchased online following 
the links from the SIX portal https://six.nsw.gov.
au/wps/portal/. The PDF maps are $5.55 versus 
$10.15 for the printed version. It won’t save you 
money though as printing the entire map would be 
quite expensive, so it is more for convenience. The 
licence that comes with the map allows backups and 
derivative works for personal use. It does not allow 
distribution to other parties.

The graphic below is a snapshot showing the map 
with a red rectangle being an area I want to extract.

One way to use the PDF map is to use the snapshot 

tool in your pdf viewer to copy a section. This only 
works at the resolution you are viewing on your 
screen and the results can be disappointing once 
printed. The method I will show in this article uses 
an open source toolkit  GDAL - Geospatial Data 
Abstraction Library. It is available for Windows, OSX 
and Linux and can be obtained free from www.gdal.
org 

I have written a separate document with 
installation instructions and uploaded to the sbw 
website at http://sbw.org.au/images/documents/
Mapmaking_GDAL_Installation.pdf. 

Have followed along so far, hopefully you now have 
a fully functional set of mapping utilities installed 
on your computer. I am going to work with the 
Kanangra and Yerranderrie maps but the principles 
will be the same if you want to try on other maps. 

One of the features of the downloaded LPI PDF maps 
is that they are Geo-referenced. What this means is 
that in addition to the map features drawn on the 
map, the PDF is digitally encoded with spatial data 
that describes information such as the coordinate 
system, datum and projection of the map.

Lets have a look and also test the installation of the 
GDAL utilities.

First we will need to set up a working area. I have 
created a directory C:\maps where I will run the 
commands and where the input and output files 
will go. I’ll copy the PDF maps that I downloaded 
from the LPI servers to this directory. On my system 
the files are named “8930-3S KANANGRA.pdf” and 
”8929-4N YERRANDERIE.pdf”.

Open a command or terminal window. In Windows 
Start run cmd - press enter).

Change the current directory to the working 
directory just created:

cd C:\maps

then type the command:

gdalinfo “8930-3S KANANGRA.pdf”

There should be a flurry of information output to the 
terminal.

If you instead get an error, you will need to make 
sure you are typing exactly as above and then 
check your installation of GDAL. I have a short 
explanation of the information output in the above 
mentioned installation document. All we need to 
confirm here is the Coordinate System should be 
given as “GDA_1994_MGA_Zone_56” If you have a 
map from another part of Australia you may have 
a different Zone as long as the map is based on 

http://www.gdal.org
http://www.gdal.org
http://sbw.org.au/images/documents/Mapmaking_GDAL_Installation.pdf
http://sbw.org.au/images/documents/Mapmaking_GDAL_Installation.pdf
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GDA94 with MGA grid the instructions below should 
work fine.

For me it is most convenient to take A3 or A4 map 
copies that cover the route where I am walking . 
Since the A3 and A4 maps only cover a small area, 
I’ll almost always take the full paper map in my pack. 
You never know when you might need to change the 
route or look at a larger area than the section that 
covers only the planned route.

A3 is 297x420mm and A4 is 210x297mm. At 1:25000 
scale this gives us 7425x10500 and 5250x7425 
metres respectively when printed without borders.

A popular walk I will use in this example is the 
100 man cave walk from Kanangra walls. A quick 
inspection shows I can fit this walk in approximately 
7 by 10 grid squares. Now each grid is 1000 metres 
distance so this will fit on A3. Using the GDAL utilities 
I am able to specify a grid reference that it can use 
to extract a portion. If I find a point specified by the 
easting and northing at the south west corner of the 
area I want to extract I can simply add 10500 to the 
easting and 7425 to the northing to get a bounding 
box that exactly corresponds to an A3 sheet at a 
scale of 1:25000 printed in landscape format.

The origin I have chosen is 231600, 6234600 so this 
gives the other corner at 242100, 624202. So now 
to plug these parameters into GDAL.

The utility that we shall use for this exercise is 
gdalwarp.exe. It can read, extract, transform and 
output in many different file formats and projections. 
We shall output the map in Tiff format as this is 
understood by most printing applications and we 
can also use it with graphic editors. We could also 
output in jpeg or png format but those formats do 
not embed the geo-referencing which can be used 
by other mapping applications.

With the command window open and the current 
directory where our pdf map is located we enter the 
following command all on one line.

gdalwarp -te 231600 6234600 242100 
6242025 ”8930-3S KANANGRA.pdf” 
100ManCave_A3.tif

If we have a look in the file directory we should 
find a new file 100ManCave_A3.tif. Open it up and 
have a look. This should be precisely the area we 
specified extracted. You may note that it has also 
rotated the map to be orientated to grid north 
rather than true north as our specification was a 
grid reference rather than lat / long.

If you look closely you might see the grid is a little 
jagged. We shall fix that by using a different image 
transformation algorithm and we shall also specify 
a higher DPI (dots per inch) resolution that will 
improve printing quality. The full command line 
becomes:

gdalwarp -r cubic --config GDAL_PDF_DPI 
300 -te 231600 6234600 242100 6242025 

”8930-3S KANANGRA.pdf” 100ManCave_
A3.tif

This can now be printed out at 100% scale on a A3 
printer. If your printer does not print to the edges 
of the paper take this into consideration when 
specifying the area.

We can see it is pretty easy to extract an area from 
one PDF map. Lets try another case where we want 
to join up maps on 2 or more sheets. An upcoming 
walk I have planned is to the Kowmung River near 
Ruby Ck from the Uni Rover Trail. Both the Kanangra 
and Yerraderie maps are required even though the 
planned route can fit on an A4 sheet. An inspection 
of the route from Uni Rover to Mt Pallin and Ghosts 
Ridge to the Kowmung then returning via Mt Misery 
and a visit to Lost Rock gives us a nice A4 sheet 
@ 1:25000 scale bounded by 223000 6227900 
228250 6235275

We just use the commands from above and apply 
this to both sheets giving two separate files.

gdalwarp  -te 223000 6227900 228250 
6235275 “8929-4N YERRANDERIE.pdf” 
YERRANDERIE_part.tif

gdalwarp -te 223000 6227900 228250 
6235275 “8930-3S KANANGRA.pdf” 
KANANGRA_part.tif

Then we can combine the files together with the 
following command.

gdalwarp YERRANDERIE_part.tif 
KANANGRA_part.tif UNIRover2RubyCk.tif

Unfortunately this gives us a grey area where the 
border area overlaps. GDAL and the Tiff format 
gives us a way to fix this by specifying a colour to 
be ignored. The RGB colour is 233,233,233 so the 
full commands with all enhancements becomes:

gdalwarp -r cubic --config GDAL_PDF_
DPI 300 -srcnodata “233 233 233” 
-dstnodata “233 233 233” -te 223000 
6227900 228250 6235275 “8929-4N 
YERRANDERIE.pdf” YERRANDERIE_part.tif

gdalwarp -r cubic --config GDAL_PDF_
DPI 300 -srcnodata “233 233 233” 
-dstnodata “233 233 233” -te 223000 
6227900 228250 6235275 “8930-3S 
KANANGRA.pdf” KANANGRA_part.tif

gdalwarp YERRANDERIE_part.tif 
KANANGRA_part.tif UNIRover2RubyCk.tif

The output file then becomes our final version we 
can then print on A4 sized paper.

In the next article in this series I will cover how 
to enhance the map with some annotations and 
labelling the grid. We may also get to overlaying a 
GPS track file, so stay tuned.
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Walk updates

Don’t forget to check the Short Notice Activities bulletin for any amendments to the quaterly 
program such as changes in walk dates. 

Many walks that go into the walks program are planned weeks or months ahead and unforeseen 
circumstances can arise in the meantime affecting walk details and dates. 

SBW mid-week walking activities
Bill Holland

There is an informal gathering of people in SBW who 
find the time to enjoy walking, cycling, kayaking 
during the quiet times of the week. You are welcome 
to join us at any time and if you would like to be 
added to our Midweek Activities mailing list please 
let me know by contacting Bill Holland 4296 3084 or 
by email to billholland@bigpond.com.

Ben Ricketts

Our stay at Ben Ricketts last week went very well. 
Fran and I were only able to visit for a couple of 
happy hours early in the week but as shown in 
the report below Jim Percy’s led the group of nine 
members on some interesting walks.

Here is his report:

Monday – Local walk in the grounds of the cabins. 
Barrie and Jim.

Tuesday – A very pleasant day for our walk at the 
Minnamurra Falls pathways All enjoyed the walks 
after an introduction from the ranger. With all the 
work going on in the lower areas we had to wait 
till were quite high to hear and see the resident 
lyrebirds. On our return to Cabins Barrie led Hubert 
and Tamara on the local tracks.

Wednesday - A more overcast day with some rain 
did not stop our excursion to the Barren Grounds. 
Our view from Cooks Nose across to Woodhill 
Mountain and Budderoo Ridge was only enhanced 
by the remaining mist in the valley below. In the pm, 
after lunching at the Stone Bridge, we continued 
our circuit of the Griffiths Track to expansive views 
from the new viewing platform at Saddleback trig 
and later at Illawarra Lookout. Lyrebirds again 
entertained us on this last 3km section of the track. 
We had also saw the  first of the winter wattles. 
With an estimated 14km for the day we all agreed 
we had been on a walk.

Thursday saw a more leisurely day for most of us. A 
misty start meant that the Illawarra Fly was not an 
option but a mist enshrouded Carrington Falls with 
a huge amount of water was spectacular. Nellies 
Glen and the Blue Pool were also visited. The winter 
wattles, Acacia Terminalis (Sunshine Wattle) and 
Acacia Suaveolens (Sweet Wattle) were also more 

evident at the Falls. Rain in the pm, after a leisurely 
lunch at the Robertson pie shop, did not deter the 
stalwart group of Kate, Bill and Hubert from doing 
at least part of the Budderoo Track. 

This evening saw our last happy hour for the trip 
and another good time was enjoyed.

Friday - meant an early departure for most. Jo 
and I returned via Robertson to find the road to 
Carrington Falls closed for repair. Apparently the 
rain of the day before had been fortunate for us, 
delaying the closure.

Moonan Brook Forestry Cottage: (20th – 24th 
July)

Our next activity at Moonan Brook (20th – 24th 
July) looks like being well attended but we have 
room for more. This is a delightful area at the entry 
to Barrington Tops. Please let me know ASAP if you 
would like to join us.

NSW State records show that Moonan Brook 
Forestry Cottage School was originally opened in 
1879 to meet the demand of a growing population 
created by gold mining. The school was officially 
closed in 1968. It became the Moonan Brook 
Forestry Cottage and was used as a construction 
camp. The classroom made an ideal bunkhouse in 
case we have too many for the cottage

The cottage is described as a wilderness hideaway, 
adjoining a babbling brook - Moonan Brook - which 
has a source high in the Barrington Tops. It is 
secluded and peaceful. Likely cost around $100 for 
the week.

Activities in coming months

I have now made firm bookings (and payments) for 
the following mid-week activities:
• Illoura near Woy Woy (10th – 14th August)
• New England National Park cottage (7th – 11th 

September)
• House at Erowal Bay in October (19th  –23rd  

October)
leaving Dunns Swamp in November as our final 
activity for the year.

mailto:billholland%40bigpond.com?subject=MId-week%20walkers
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Conquering the Crown
Bill Raffle

The pre walk research showed some climbing 
pictures of Pantoneys Crown that had me running 
for a nervous wee well before I got near the start of 
the walk. The fact that no one in our gang of four 
had been there before added some navigational 
challenge to the pre match excitement as Frances, 
Nicola and myself shoehorned our gear and 
ourselves into John’s 4WD at Glenbrook.

Navigation on the highway went well but our first 
turn off the bitumen bought the GPS out and I 
confidently advised everyone that we were on the 
right fire trail. In hindsight the gate may have been 
a bit of a giveaway as well as the letterbox with 
large cow skull but when we got to a house and 
were circled by a pair of growling Maremmas I got 
a feeling that we may be a tad off course.  Windows 
were quickly wound up as we decided it was too 
early in the trip to be losing body parts. Thankfully 
Les the farmer was a great guy and he came out, 
calmed the dogs and gave us some instructions on 
how to get to the start of the walk.

The 4WD trip in via Moffitts Trail was an adventure 
in itself but all the passengers agreed that it was 
much better to sacrifice John’s car than walk 13kms 
on the fire trail.

The hooting at the prowess of John’s 4WD skills 
quickly moved to oohs and aahs at the views as we 
started the walk and moved from one great platform 
to another.

A quick climb of The Boot for the brave ones and, 

not having the courage to go up, I was heartened 
when John told me that it was seen as a test and if 
you couldn’t get up that then you were in big trouble 
when you got to the cliffs of Pantoneys. Calming my 
nerves is clearly not in the job description of the 
Club President.

The expansive views quickly became irrelevant 
as we started the first decent climb down - I was 
pleased that the bladder behaved as Nicola and 
Frances were directly below. 

We made it to the base of Pantoneys and I made the 
mistake of looking up. Everyone else didn’t seem 
at all fussed and Frances’s research paid off as she 
found the right pass and nailed the navigation on 
the whole climb.

John’s relentless pack hauling was appreciated and 
as we stopped on a ledge to watch the sun set, a 
quick look down at where we had been gave a great 
sense of achievement before the fear kicked in and I 
scurried in to sit a bit closer to Frances. Invading her 
personal space was a small price to pay for calming 
my nerves.

We built a nice hot fire in camp and as the 
temperature dropped the conversation surprisingly 
turned to food and gear with Nicola showing off 
her new kettle and John his shiny new rice cooker. 
We sat back looking at the stars congratulating 
ourselves on our campsite - oblivious to the far 
better campsite about 50 metres away which we 
stumbled across the next morning.
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After getting up to watch a beautiful sunrise we had 
a wonderful morning climbing pagodas and taking 
numerous photographs. Our meandering came 
to an abrupt end at the edge of the Crown as we 
tried and retreated on one particularly tasty pass 
which almost left John in that fulfilling no mans land 
where you can’t go up or down. Whilst I prepared to 
rummage through Johns pack if he fell (that smoked 
salmon jumbo sushi roll of his did look good) Frances 
and Nicola managed to sniff out the right pass and 
I was able to bravely haul John back up to safety.

Once on the right pass it was a highlight for us to 
slither our way though a corkscrew hole in the cliff 
face to make our way down.

The now familiar sound of packs grinding over rocks 
was over as we headed for an off track “shortcut” 

on our way back. Some excess chatting saw Nicola 
and I stray off course for a moment but we were 
happily reunited (after some not so quiet yelps) 
before powering back on the fire trail to reach the 
cars one minute ahead of schedule.

Add a fantastic group of people to a special place, a 
few challenges, a good workout and a lot of laughs 
and you have a weekend that will remain firmly 
imprinted in the memory bank.

I do warn you to have an excuse ready in case you 
get asked by any of us if you would like to see our 
Pantoneys photos as you’ll need a good chunk of 
time to go through them all. Thanks to our fearless 
leader Frances Bottrell and to Nicola Piper and John 
Flint for a cracking walk.

Kakadu
Six Days for $300!

www.bushwalkingholidays.com.au rrwillis@internode.on.net    Ph: 08 8985 2134

Willis’s Walkabouts

Two light-pack, low-cost specials, never to

be repeated. If these trips work the way we think

they will, they will be on the 2016 program at a much

higher price.

Day Walker's Special, 11-16 August. A series of

day walks, camping or accommodation at night.

Short but Sweet, 1-6 September. Carry a pack 3 to 5

km to a two or three-night camp, day walks from

camps.

Details of the above trips went out in our June

newsletter. For more information, see the availability

page on our website.

http://www.bushwalkingholidays.com.au/avail.shtml
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Arethusa Falls…just another 300m
Virginia Waller

Bush-bashing our way through half metre high 
Lawyer vine (Smilax australis), tree ferns and 
shrubs one had the feeling they were caught in 
some strange wash cycle - the medium being 
nature. Lurching one way to avoid the Thorn trees 
(Acacia Senegal) only to be ensnared by the dreaded 
Lawyer vine - it was either ensnaring your legs and 
tripping you head first or ensnaring your torso and 
catapulting you backwards. You couldn’t win. 

Our group of nine had descended via the switchbacks 
of the Horse-track at just past 8.00am. A brisk pace 
had been spurred on by the early morning chill and 
the thrill of it being the first day of the June Long 
weekend. We had headed up past Edenderry Falls 
and on to Hilary Falls for a 10.00am break. 

Leaving the Falls behind we began to climb off track 
up to the base of Carne Wall 
– a splendid ochre coloured 
rock face that extends south 
from Evans Lookout. With a 
good pace set, we arrived at 
the base of wall by 11.30am. 
“Hey, if we keep going at this 
pace, reckon we could fit in 
18 holes at the golf course on 
the way home?”

The base of the cliff line is 
marked by languid Casuarina 
trees, their fallen pine 
needles forming a soft mulch 
amongst which grasses grow. 
The trees and the ground 
cover seemed to radiate a 
cool serenity and softness 
which contrasted with the 
dry harshness of the shrub 
and bush that we had passed 
through on our approach. 

We navigate our way round the base line, the 
terrain is steep and the vegetation dense. It is a 
thoroughly exploratory trip as no member of our 
group has been to Arethusa Falls before. The plan 
is to stay close to the cliff’s base line for as long as 
possible – with the advantage of height we will be 
able to see the Falls and then make our descent. 
At some point, fatigued by the concentration of 
navigating the obstacle course of fallen tree trunks, 
Lawyer vine, the scree and leaf litter underfoot a 
solitary voice sounds….“How much further, Bruno?” 
….. “Only another 300m!”

An hour and bit after our casual joke of being back 
for golf and after several lots of “300m”, we make it 
to the beguiling Arethusa Falls - a series of cascading 
steps, in a half circular shape reminiscent of small 
amphitheatre, splashed by the waters from higher 

up the valley and glinting in the winter sunshine. 
The terraced but jagged platforms of stone vary in 
colour from light ochre at the top to a dark agate 
at the base. A lunch spot 
indeed for nine weary 
walkers.

The chill of the valley 
floor stirs us and with 
lunch over we retrace our 
steps to where we had 
commenced off-track at 
the base of Carne Wall. It 
has just gone a 1.45pm. 
Our outgoing scramble 
had taken one hour and 
fifteen minutes; our 
return a mere thirty 
minutes. It’s amazing 
what a difference 
knowing where you 
are going can make! 
Warmed by our ascent 
and the relative ease of it, the unanimous decision 
is to continue off-track along the base of Carne Wall, 
heading north-west and then “at roughly the 300m 
mark” descend down to Greaves Creek and link 
into Rodriguez Pass.  The creek took a long, long 
time to reach as we navigated our way down, down 
and down some more. With the light fading fast we 
stumble out onto the path that is Rodriguez Pass. 
Now for the final ascent back to Evans Lookout. 

5.30pm, the night envelops us and with it a vision 
of eight suspended head-torches bouncing along 
adding a surreal dimension. As our night vision 
improves one can make out the bodies moving in 
single file and hear the sounds of silence. Ascending 
step after step, after step, after step…. reach those 
silly gates….must be getting near the top…. reach the 
junction with the Horse-track…. still more steps….
reach the Evans Lookout stone shelters.…and finally 
the CARPARK! Just gone 6.00pm. Ten hours after 
our departure we are returned. All energy spent, 
nothing more to be done and for a while content to 
lull in this lovely feeling. 

What a day…. what a walk…… “Hey Bruno, how 
far to the pub? And the SBW chorus shout, “Just 
another 300m!”

SBW troops were led by Bruno De Villenoisy with 
Tim Sutherland, Chris Dowling, Petros Nikoloudis, 
Michelle Rose, Alexa Bullen, Paul Tuplin and David 
Campling

Photo credits: Above: The natural fountain - 
Arethusa Falls - David Campling, Left: On Ascent: 
at the base of Carne Wall - Bruno De Villenoisy
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Two Weeks in the Kimberley
Rachel Grindlay

Canyoning in the Carr-Boyds 

“Turn around Bright Eyes” echoed around the small 
chamber we were sitting in, as Caro and I belted out 
a karaoke favourite. Alan and Tom had disappeared 
up the narrow canyon via a slightly overhanging 
waterfall that the rest of us had failed to climb up. 
Our designated turnaround time had passed and we 
were in a quandary – turn around and head back to 
Paul and the packs, or wait for Tom & Alan, who had 
failed to heed the message in our song? A day where 
we only had 4 compulsory kilometres to cover was 
suddenly a rush as we had an hour of daylight left 
and we were still a couple of kilometres from our 
proposed camping spot. 

The Carr-Boyd Ranges are a steep and rugged 
part of the Kimberley, lying to the west of Lake 
Argyle and south of Kununurra. Consisting mostly 
of sandstone and siltstone, they are dissected by 
deep valleys and narrow gorges. The northern and 
southern parts of the range are separated by a wide 
flat plain about 5km wide. Our plan was to walk 
from Revolver Creek, on the shores of Lake Argyle, 
to the southern edge of the plain, where a narrow 
gorge emerged through the southern range.

Six days earlier, after two flights, a bus and a boat, 
we had been left at the mouth of Revolver Creek, 
in the foothills of the range. Our boat captain had 
made us nervous telling us it was very dry for the 
time of year. Not knowing what ‘dry’ meant our 
minds were racing with worst-case scenarios. Would 
we be able to complete the walk as planned? Would 
we be lugging litres of water every day? Would we 
die of dehydration? 

Pleased to find Revolver Creek flowing, the leaders 

leapt in for a swim at the first possible opportunity 
in case it was the only one for the trip!  

Our first two days were relatively hard work walking 
up a major tributary of Revolver Creek. There were 

occasional gorgeous water holes and we had our 
second night’s camp above one of the highest 
waterfalls in the area (not flowing – pictured above). 

The leader had organised the weather on cue for 
our walk across the tops on the third day. It was 
cloudy and breezy – perfect for walking away from 
the watercourses. We were still anxious about how 
dry things would be but when we struck running 
water high in the new creek system, which we were 
to follow for the rest of the trip, we all relaxed.
The remainder of our trip followed a major creek 
system north. The map had indicated deep gorges 
and the aerial photographs looked very interesting. 
The major gorge was deep and a canyon in its own 
right, with plenty of 
pack floats. 

It was a surprise 
to discover slot 
canyons in many 
of the tributaries, 
reminiscent of 
the well-known 
Hancock Gorge in 
Karijini National 
Park – minus 
all the tourists! 
The participants 
could be forgiven 
for thinking they 
had been misled 
by the trip being 
advertised as 
a bushwalking 
trip rather than 
canyoning! For 
those prepared to scramble and swim up the side-
canyons (willing participants varied from day to 
day) we discovered many beautiful narrow slots. 



112015 July SBW Newsletter

And that was how we came to be pushed for time on 
our penultimate day – too much exploration!

 In the end, Alan and Tom returned to the packs 
not long after we reached them, and we ended up 

making camp earlier in the gorge than planned, as 
the sun was setting. Still, we were well pleased with 
how we had spent the day. 

The final day was simply a 200m pack float through 
another narrow gorge to be spat out on the plains 
where our helicopter pick-up was scheduled. It was 
a good thing that the freshwater crocodiles were 

only spotted after we’d all finished swimming (not 
that freshies are that much to worry about, but not 
all members of the party felt like that!). 

There were a few nervous moments with the 
helicopter circling a couple of hundred metres from 
where we were waiting. The leader will definitely 
remember to bring the exact coordinates provided 
for pick-up on any future trips!

Exploring the Cockburns

A night in Kununurra to re-stock, clean-up and sleep 
in a bed was relished. Early the following morning 
we set off on our second adventure, this time to the 
Cockburn Ranges near Emma Gorge. This is an area 
visited by several SBW groups and we had some 
notes from Ro McDonald and David Rostron from 
their respective trips. We went the luxury option of 

a helicopter drop-off on the far side of ranges which 
gave us a great preview of the terrain we were to 
cover in the coming days. 

On the first day we were short of where Ro had 
noted a campsite – faced with another pack float 
late in the day we decided to settle on a cramped 
but serviceable campsite. It proved our least 
comfortable – on dusk the cane toads emerged 
from the pool next to us and you had to be careful 
where you stepped there were so many of them! 

Paul spotted some eyes in the water later in the 
evening (presumably freshies), relishing in pointing 
them out, despite the uneasiness of some of the 
other party members. 

The wood in the area was not keen to burn and the 
cook and sous chef had a hard time around the fire. 

To top it off as Paul 
went off to bed 
we hear “there’s a 
massive snake right 
next to Caro’s bed”. 
Sure enough, not 
happy with its rocky 
bed, a 2.5m Olive 
Python was heading 
for Caro’s thermarest 
(Pictured by Sheila 
McDowall). Tom 
managed to coax it 
back into its lair a few 
metres from where 
Caro was sleeping – 
so I’m sure she slept 
well! 

One of the highlights of the Cockburns was the Bat 
Cave (or Batsh Canyon as we referred to it), which 
we visited on our third morning. The canyon was 
truly spectacular, with a 200m swim through a deep 
dark slot, and there were a lot of bats. Of course with 
bats come guano, and 
the long swim was 
an olfactory treat. 
We were relieved 
to get through the 
section where most 
of the bats lived 
and into slightly 
fresher water as we 
attempted to ascend 
the canyon. After 
overcoming several 
obstacles we were 
eventually stopped 
by a 3m overhanging 
waterfall. The 
knowledge of what 
we had to swim 
through to get out 
made the return trip 
less pleasant! 
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Some sections of The Maze, which is the heart of 
the Cockburns, were quite dry. We’re unsure if 
that was due to the below average wet this year 
or normal conditions. Whatever the case it meant 
some tributaries were left unexplored as we sought 
areas with water. Campsites which had been used 
by previous SBW groups were rejected as too dry, 
and there were less options for swimming than we 
would have hoped. 

For that reason we changed plans for our final two 

days and crossed over into the Emma Creek system 
– which fortunately didn’t lack water. The sound of 
running water is a very reassuring noise! We had a 
spectacular final campsite at the top of the Emma 
Gorge waterfalls. That night we also had the dessert 
of the trip, prepared by Caro, a tiramisu presented 
in cupcake cases. We ate very well over the whole 
trip thanks to all members of the dinner food group. 

An excellent two weeks in the Kimberley with a 
great group.

Great Results for SBW Teams at NavShield 2015
Vivien de Remy de Courcelles

Congratulations to Andrew Vilder and Paul Barton 
who came first in the one-day event (class 2) and 
Alex Allchin and Alan Osland who came second 
in the two-day event (class 2). Andrew and Paul 
scored 610 points and were one of only five day 
teams above 600 points. Alex and Alan collected 
1720 points, the third highest score in the two-day 
event. SBW Nicole Mealing also took part coming 
fifth in the two-day event.

This year NavShield was held in the Big Yango area 
of Yengo national park. Freezing temperatures 

down to -60C did no deter teams to explore this 
area of many ridges and beautiful creeks shadowed 
by the impressive Mount Yengo. The area is rich in 
Aboriginal sites and participants found hand stencils 
and sharpening grooves whilst roaming the course.

Many SBW members were involved in the running 
of the event and setting the course. You can see 
some of them and learn more about NavShield in 
the video produced by Caro Ryan at http://www.
bwrs.org.au/?q=NavShield.

http://www.bwrs.org.au/?q=NavShield
http://www.bwrs.org.au/?q=NavShield
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Emmanuelle Convert

Leaders: After the activity, please fill in the google form on the SBW website here.  Email your photos to   
e_convert@hotmail.com and the editor@sbw.org.au

Please keep the signature sheet as this is a legal document. If you want your report to be published as an 
article, email the report and any photos (jpeg or tiff format) to editor@sbw. org.au. 

Walks and Activities Report

18 May - 10 Jun 2015 Atlas Mountains Morocco

The eighteen-day traverse of the Atlas Mountains proceeded more-or-less 
according to plan. 

The walk traversed the High Atlas Mountains from M'Goun (4067m, highest 
mountain in North Africa outside the immediate Toubkal area) to Jebel Toubkal 
(4168m, highest mountain in North Africa).

We didn't quite get to the top of M'Goun as we had to turn back at around 4000m 
owing to threatened thunderstorm activity. Most of the party did however get 
to the top of Toubkal. In between there was lots of hard walking, ascending and 
descending through interesting terrain and past Berber villages.

Kenn Clacher

Edith Baker
Jodie Dixon
Rod Wales
Marcia Kaye
Anthea Michaelis
John Michaelis

30 May - 12 Jun 2015   Carr Boyds and Bungles WA Carr Boyds and Bungles 
WA

Boat down Ord river to Campsite, then 7 days walking through the Carr Boyd 
Ranges until pick up and return to Kununurra.

Then drive to Bungle Bungles (Purnululu) and 5 nights out walking up to the 
"fingers" and exploring 4 of 5 of them.

2 days walking up the Piccanniny gorge and then back down Moonshine gorge.

Rosemary 
McDonald

Mike Arnott 
David Bell
Jan Spencer
Graham Byrne
Jim Close
Valerie Close
Rory Fagan

http://sbw.org.au/walk-reporting
mailto:editor%40sbw.%20org.au?subject=
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3 Jun 2015 Taffys Rock Ku-ring-gai Chase NP

A chilly start to this mid-week day walk with the day evolving into very nice 
early winter conditions with clear skies and sunshine making for fantastic views 
throughout the walk.

The walking group was fit and enthusiastic so we decided to include an off-track 
section out to a high rock formation at GR 352829 that appears to be Taffys 
Lookout which appears to be incorrectly marked on the topo maps. This lookout 
provides fantastic 360° views overlooking Porto Bay and Mud Point and is worth 
a visit.

During the off-track section each of the Prospective Members had the opportunity 
to undertake route finding and received some pointers around basic navigation 
and ridge top walking in this area. Parts of Taffys Track are starting to become 
overgrown again.

Congratulations to Peter and Andrew for completing their first walk with the 
Club and all three Prospectives on completing their first Q-walk.

Warning – During our recent Great North Walk adventure we experienced a 
number of small Grass Ticks around Somersby and yesterday there were small 
Grass Ticks removed following this walk to Taffys Rock. These ticks are very 
small and difficult to initially identify.

Robert Carter

Robyn Christe

P Members

Peter Sheridan
Andrew Price
Weijun Yu

6 Jun 2015 Arethusa Falls Blue Mountains NP

This was the fourth attempt by the leader to reach Arethusa Falls and I am glad 
to report that he finally succeeded. A group of 9 left Evans Lookout around 0800 
and made a quick descent into the Grose Valley and reached Hillary Falls just 
after 1000 where we had out first break of the day. From then onward it was 
exploratory for everyone in the group. The steep and rough terrain slowed the 
pace considerably between Hillary and Arethusa Falls and despite the relative 
short distance we only reached Arethusa Falls around 1245. We left at 1315 and 
made our way out of Govetts Creek via Carne Wall. This section proved to be 
even more challenging, especially the steep descent from the cliff line towards 
Rodriguez pass where we encountered thick bush and dense patches of lawyers 
vine. We eventually reached Rodriguez Track at 1615, tired and relieved. After 
a quick break we made our way out of the Grose Valley to finish in the dark at 
Evans lookout just after 1800. The group dynamic during the day was excellent, 
people just got on with the task, navigational expertise was shared, and people 
took turn to lead in the difficult off track sections. Altogether we ended up doing 
something tiring and difficult that will be remembered with pleasure.

Bruno De 
Villenoisy

Chris Dowling
Petros Nikoloudis
Michelle Rose
Tim Sutherland
Virginia Waller

P Members

Alexa Bullen
David Campling
Paul Tuplin
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6 - 8 Jun 2015 Kanangra-Boyd NP Kanangra-Boyd NP

Most camped on Friday night at Boyd River, and woke to a clear but cold 
Saturday morning (about -1°C). A number of parties were setting out on the 
track to Cloud Maker. At Crafts Wall we turned right going on a little used 
route over Pages Pinnacle with great views, and then down Crafts Ridge which 
turned out to be open and easily navigable. At about midday we dropped off 
the bottom into the Gingra Creek Gully into what appeared to be a wall of 
rainforest. Fortunately, after skirting onto the hill on the south side of the Gully 
about 20 metres above the creek line, we found traces of the old cedar road. 
This was surprisingly open in stretches, although in other place, washed away 
by water courses or heavily overgrown.

There were a number of camping flats, and in the early afternoon we stopped 
at GR406377. As we prepared dinner we heard wild dogs howling not far from 
the camp. On the Sunday we ascended the buttress near the camp site to 
Fourth Top, and then along the Gingra Range Track, and down Roots Ridge to 
the Kowmung. At the Kowmung the dry boots group forced their way along the 
southern bank of the Kowmung, proving you could get to Orange Bluff with only 
one crossing back and forth. The party made a rapid journey up Brumby Ridge 
and over Kanangra Tops back to the cars on Monday.

Christopher Birch

Owen Kimberley
Michele Powell
Meredith Junor
Jouni Leppanen
Bill Raffle
Jim Collier
Carley Finn

6 - 8 Jun 2015 Monolith Valley Morton NP

Didn't quite find the way into Sunrise Cave on the Saturday, so we stayed 
in one of the other caves on the north of Mt Cole. Lucy and Stephen got up 
early on Sunday morning and found route into Sunrise Cave. First part of track 
was pretty overgrown but once we broke thru the scrub we picked up the old 
track. Left our packs there and went and explored Owen. Damon showed us an 
excellent lookout overlooking the gully between Owen and Mt Nibelung. Exited 
on the Monday. A visit to Monolith Valley is always worth the long drive!

Melinda Turner

John Flint
Isabelle Moss
Terry Moss 
Stephen Dolphin
Damon de Costa
Frances Bottrell
Glenn Draper
Tracey Avolio
Lucy Keatinge

P Members

Joel Landon-Lane
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6 - 8 Jun 2015 Coxs River Blue Mountains NP

If there were ever three lovelier days for bushwalking, I can't recall them. The 
conditions were perfect - the soft winter sunlight showing off the beauty of Coxs 
River and Breakfast Creek to maximum effect.

If the weather was the standout feature, Jim's effort with rod and reel came a 
close second. On Sunday morning Jim caught a magnificent rainbow trout, big 
enough for all party members to enjoy a good-sized piece, fried in a pan Jim 
had brought just for that purpose.

The track along the Coxs River is mostly well defined; apparently Luke Carlon 
runs horses along the river to his hut at Konangaroo clearing. Somettimes the 
trail seems to get lost, especially around the eight river crossings.

Someone has cut back the nettles in Carlons Creek. They caused no discomfort 
at all this time.

The walk finished early enough on Monday for us all to enjoy lunch at the 
Megalong Tea Rooms.

Leigh McClintock

Garry O'Toole
Jim Vaughan

P Members

Peter Marshall
Isabel Yersin
Antoine Yersin

6 - 20 Jun 2015   Southern Carr Boyds / Cockburn Ranges Kimberley

See article above.

Rachel Grindlay

Tom Brennan
Paul McCann
Sheila McDowall
Alan Osland
Caro Ryan

7 Jun 2015 Wild Dogs Blue Mountains NP

A slow start saw us run out of time to complete the walk as planned. It was a 
lovely day for walking and all walkers enjoyed the day in the Wild Dogs.

Angela Barton

Mike Barton
Darryl Sullings
John Currie
Bruno De Villenoisy

P Members

Yoon Lee

8 Jun 2015 Helensburgh to Waterfall Heathcote NP, Garrawarra 
Recreation Reserve

This was a short notice walk. On a fine and mild day, we left Helensburgh 
station and made our way to the old railway tunnel. It is about 300 metres long, 
and good fun to go through it. There were slushy tracks at the far end, from 
which we got up onto Cawleys Track and headed to Mt Westmacott for lunch, 
where we enjoyed fine views of the area. We finished off a very pleasant day by 
following the tracks around to Waterfall station.

Nigel Weaver

Nigel Wingate
Philippa Smith

P Members

Margaret Hannes

SBW members are eligible for Free Paddy Pallin Club membership.
Mention the Paddy Pallin ad in this newsletter and they will honor this offer!

http://www.paddypallin.com.au/
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9 Jun 2015 McPherson State Forest Exploratory McPherson State Forest

This walk was a replacement walk for the advertised Flat Rocks Ridge Exploratory 
Overnight that we had planned for some months – however the replacement 
was a great adventure in an area rarely visited by SBW.

Our intention was to explore a number of potential Aboriginal art sites, some 
great caves that John had previously located and then walk along Mangrove 
Creek to locate a Convict built bridge and old saw mill before heading off to a 
couple of other art caves.

When exploring for Aboriginal sites it is a bit hit and miss due to the lack of 
accurate information (for very good reason) however we did visit two rock faces 
containing a number of weathered overhangs that contained charcoal drawings 
and hand stencils. In addition to these great finds, the overhangs themselves 
contained the most fantastic natural patterns and colours we have ever seen 
and a few Lyrebird nests.

Our walk along Mangrove Creek failed to locate the convict era relics and we 
did not reach the final two art sites due to extremely thick undergrowth that 
severely impacted our progress and forced us to ascend early via an unnamed 
ridge line before returning to the car and making our way home.

Can’t wait to visit this area once again to explore and locate more unique sites.

John Kennett & 
Robert Carter

10 Jun 2015 Cowan to Berowra  Berowra Valley Regional Park

Although an overcast day with a light misty rain it was a fantastic temperature 
for walking and we headed off at 9.00 am. 

The dampness stopped in time for morning tea on a large rock ledge which was 
heralded by a flock of about 50 yellow tailed black cockatoos. 

The cacophony of noise as they flew in from an adjacent ridge was deafening. 
They totally surrounded us in the trees above, some swooping so low over our 
heads we thought they must have nests somewhere. They finally settled down 
to let us have our morning tea in peace.

Lunch at Naa Badu lookout with the mists parting over the river for a nice view. 

It was a good pace and a lovely day - back to Berowra by 1.30 pm - plenty of 
time for a nice hot cappucino before heading home.

Robyn Christie

Angelika Langley

P Members

Chris Meier

Visitor

8 bush club 
members

12 Jun 2015 Scatters Ridge etc Blue Mountains NP

OK

Yuri Bolotin

Ian Starkey

Visitor

David Hufton
Sarah Fuller

Can’t think of a walk to lead?
There are well over 1,000 overnight and extended trips outlined in the Historical Walks Database, found 

by logging in to the Members Area on our website and following the link to Historical Walks Record

www.sbw.org.au

Here you will find a list of all the overnight or extended walks run by the club from its inception to the 
present day. Look at the region you are interested in and see what walks have been done there in the past! 

Use this wonderful resource to help plan your next walk!

http://www.sbw.org.au/
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13 Jun 2015 Sublime Point Blue Mountains NP

Wonderful winter's day for walking. Not a long but packed with interest. Tricky 
navigation from Cedar Gap to the river, relatively easy from there. Climb up 
Copeland Pass after a steep ascent is a lot of fun - just the right amount of 
challenge without being dangerous. Very social group of walkers. Congrats to 
Sandra and Danie on their first walk with the club.

John Kennett

Andrew Vilder
Chris Dowling
Frances Bottrell
Robert Carter
Cathy Hui
Jim Collier
Carley Finn
Karen Kool
Nicola Piper

P Members

Alexa Bullen
Sandra Louw
Danie Louw

14 Jun 2015 Challenger Headland Ku-ring-gai Chase NP

On a fine and sunny day we enjoyed the extensive panoramic views that are 
on offer from the clifftops along the northern side Challenger Headland. Across 
the magnificent sweep of Hawkesbury River we could see Patonga Beach, Mt 
Wondabyne, Juno Head, Dangar Island, Gunyah Beach, the hills around Taffys 
Rock, and the entrance to Cowan Creek. Most of the walk was off-track. Some 
of the bush was rather thick, but for much of the time we were able to walk 
along the rocky clifftops, which was much easier. This is a rarely visited area, 
and we thoroughly enjoyed exploring it.

Nigel Weaver

Margaret Weaver
Nigel Wingate
Thuy Ho
Melinda Long
Skye O'Donnell
Leigh McClintock
Pamela Irving

P Members

Rachel Ahern
Edie Zhang

14 Jun 2015 Megalong Valley Blue Mountains NP

The Coxs River was flowing fast and we had some trouble finding a crossing 
spot. Eventually we were safely across and headed to Billy Healey Hill. We had 
lunch near Gibraltar Sugarloaf and then descended the steep ridge to Bowtells 
Swing Bridge for a bit of excitement. We were back at the cars just before dark.

Angela Barton

Mike Barton
Virginia Waller
Tim Yewdall
Glenn Draper
Petros Nikoloudis
Michelle Rose
Tim Hager

P Members

Ross Jamieson
Margot Bull
Paul Tuplin
Geoff Goodyer
Joan Chan

15 Jun 2015 Wild Slots Wollemi NP

OK

Yuri Bolotin

Daryl Watson

20 - 21 Jun 2015 Pantoneys Crown Gardens of Stone NP

See article above.

Frances Bottrell

John Flint
Nicola Piper
Bill Raffle
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20 Jun 2015 Basic Skills Workshop Centennial Park

Although the predicted showers did not eventuate the clear winter’s was very 
chilly in Centennial Park.

Twenty-seven enthusiastic Prospective Members successfully completed the 
Basic Skills Workshop receiving basic instruction in critical skills to support their 
pathway to Full Membership including navigation, first aid and bushcraft. 

A big thanks to the very experienced group of members and walk leaders who 
gave up their Saturday to support our Prospective Members – Jim Close, Lisa 
Sheldon, Carley Finn, Jim Collier, John Kennett, Isabelle Moss and Ian Thorpe. 
It was great to see the Committee well represented by Isabelle and John.

Feedback was received from all participants and this will be reviewed for further 
enhancements and improvements to future workshops.

Robert Carter

Lisa Sheldon
Jim Collier
Carley Finn
Jim Close
John Kennett
Isabelle Moss
Ian Thorpe

P Members

Bruce Worthington
Courtney Cooke
Elizabeth Sharaq
Jean Huang
Joan Chan
Justin Keevers
Kelly O’Reilly
Margot Bull
Mark Straton
Rachel Knowles
Sarah Jones
Steven Watson
Tyson Vaughan
Walid El-Khoury
Weiyun Yu
Yoon Koo Lee
Rhys Jones
Adrian Magno
Sharon Whit

20 Jun 2015 Bad Dog Deck Blue Mountains NP

A joint leadership effort saw us complete the walk in Angela's absence. Beautiful 
day in the Wild Dogs. The Bad Dog Spur is aptly named as it is quite steep at 
the bottom. In fact it is so bad that I've decided that this dog will be put in the 
pound and won't be visited again for a while. Glad to have ticked it off the list. 
Thanks to Lucy and Rod for their assistance with navigation as this walk had 
new sections for all of us.

Paul Barton (For 
Angela Barton)

Lucy Keatinge
Rod Wales

22 - 26 Jun 2015 Ben Ricketts Cabins Jamberoo

See Article above.

Jim Percy

Jo van Sommers
Barrie and Kate 
Murdoch
Bill Wood 
Robyn Plumb
Patrick James
George Mawer

http://www.sbw.org.au/content_common/pg-sbw-first-aid.seo
http://www.bushwalk.com
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27 Jun 2015 Tinpot Hill/Goolara Peak Blue Mountains NP

An enjoyable walk which started at 8.50am and finished at 5pm. Good amicable 
cohesive group. Weather was ideal: clear, sunny and not cold. We had morning 
tea on a hill above Galong Creek and lunch beside the river across from Lower 
Jenolan Gorge. Everyone negotiated the rock scrambling and mild exposure on 
Goolara Peak safely. 

On the drive back to Blackheath a kangaroo jumped in front of the leader’s car 
and there was impact; fortunately the car was not damaged and the kangaroo 
continued on its way. 7 of us enjoyed refuelling in the pub at the traffic lights in 
Blackheath before the drives home.

Part of this walk was in the Wild Dog Mountains Wilderness Area so the party 
limit was 8. The walk was fully booked by the preceding weekend and in the 
5 days before the walk another 10 people tried to book in, with the leader 
reluctantly being unable to take any more because of the party limit. Hence 
the leader was very unimpressed when on the walk we encountered a Duke 
of Edinburgh group consisting of 24 people who had walked down Breakfast 
Creek and camped at Frying Pan Flat. The leader reminded an adult in the Duke 
of Edinburgh group that there was a party limit of 8 in wilderness areas; the 
response was that they had written to the NPWS but had not received a reply.
(so what). 

Seems that bushwalking clubs have to obey the rules whilst other organisations 
can do as they please. The leader has phoned the NPWS in Blackheath about 
this since the walk.

Chris Dowling

Tim Sutherland
Dirk Goes
Frances Bottrell
Bill Raffle
John Currie

P Members

Alexa Bullen
Adrian Magno

27 Jun 2015 Wild Dogs Blue Mountains NP

A cool morning saw us set off down Carlons Creek and ascend Cattle Dog. Once 
again the Coxs River was difficult to cross - it is faster and deeper than usual. 
We ended up with a mixture of wet pants, shorts and shoes. Not particularly 
pleasant for a cold winters day. We finished as the sun was setting so there was 
no need for torches.

Angela Barton

Mike Barton
Sue Bucknell
Bruno De Villenoisy

P Members

Margot Bull
Kelly O'Reilly 
Geoff Goodyer

28 Jun 2015 Mt Murray Anderson Ku-ring-gai Chase NP

This was an out-and-back walk in a remote area of Ku-rin-gai Chase. It was 
a fine and mild day which made it pleasant for walking and for enjoying the 
views. From Duffys Forest we took the Perimeter Track for about 2 kms, and 
then turned off in a northerly direction on a rough and often indistinct foot track 
that leads out to the base of Mt Murray Anderson. It is not much of a mountain, 
being only 200 metres high, but it is the dominant feature of a short isolated 
ridgeline. We bush-bashed our way up to the top of the mountain, and had 
lunch on the western edge of it while enjoying pleasant views of the nearby 
countryside. We then zigzagged steeply down through the bush to a series of 
long and wide rock platforms which we followed southwards until we found the 
track again. On the way back we stopped off briefly at Arthur Trig, as we had 
done on the outward route in the morning. After getting back to Duffys Forest 
we rounded off this adventurous day with coffees and hot chocolates at the 
Terrey Hills cafe.

Nigel Weaver

Margaret Weaver
Nigel Wingate
Misako Sugiyama
Rosemary 
MacDougal
Margaret Carey
Pamela Irving
Jim Close
Jan Dormor
Catherine Goss
Lyn Terrey
Helen Lalas
Marc Allas

P Members

Valerie Close
Tyson Vaughan
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28 Jun 2015 Narrow Neck Exploration #1 Blue Mountains NP

Our first challenge was getting past a large coach stuck on a bend on the fire 
trail heading out to the locked gate, not quite what you'd expect!

We first explored the rock climbers ledge to the north west of the locked gate. 
Some lovely vegetation and water features were pass there, and we found 
that you could possibly continue pass 'Diamond Head' by scrambling down to 
a lower ledge. This would allow travel to Redledge. We did not attempt it but 
returned to the locked gate, climbing up a gully to the west of Diamond Falls.

Next we headed south down the fire trail to Coral Swamp where we followed a 
climbers track out to the cliff line in search of the infamous Rock Pile Pass. A 
line of cairns were followed for a distance along the cliff top before thick scrub 
was hit. We eventually scrambled our way down into a gully, and could see a 
ledge that may have headed north linking with Redledge, but were stopped by 
3m drop. It would have been possible to descend with a handline, but with the 
fading light and the uncertainty of what lie ahead, it was decided to retreat back 
to the cars at the locked gate. 

An enjoyable day spent exploring, well worth another visit to see if those ledges 
go!

Alex Allchin

Michael Browning
Pam Campbell
Scott Lee
Calogero Panvino

P Members

Brenda McLennan

http://www.vivaexpeditions.com
http://www.vivaexpeditions.com
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