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From the President
John Flint

I am writing this after three days of heat, not the 
best walking weather but thanks to the leaders and 
Tom our tireless activities secretary the summer 
program is out with a good deal of choice.

I have already booked myself on a river trip and a 
canyon which promises a cool down.

It is good to see some new leaders on the program 
as well.

Where there are some gaps I am sure the short 
notice program will provide alternatives. I have 
always found a good turnout for popular day walks, 
so if you have been slow to book and don’t have a 
walk to go on, put a walk on yourself!

As I have said, I think the programs this year 
have been very good with a great variety to suit 
practically everyone. Still we can never sit still and 
we value any feedback. To that end the committee 
are compiling a survey to get your views on the 
walks that you want and what is offered. Stay tuned 
and that should come out in the next few weeks via 
email.

It will be time for the Christmas party before the 
next newsletter so just a quick reminder. It is always 
a well-attended event with both long time and new 
members joining in a catch up and celebration. It 
will be on Wednesday 16th December at Kirribilli so 
book it in your diary and I look forward to meeting 
you all there.

New members
The committee approved the following new members at the November meeting:

Antoine Yersin
Brenda Mclennan

Diana Porta
Jaimey Foti

Yoon Lee
Peter Bruce
Liz Youman

Margaret Baz 

A summer walk with a difference: Colo river carnival 2011
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The Brennan Distribution
Richard Pattison

In the November 2014 Magazine we were introduced 
to the Brennan Scale, a canyon quality rating 
system. With the start of the new canyon season 
upon us, most canyoners will already be preparing 
their “hit list” for the next few months. 

As part of this annual process, a key component is 
to select the highest quality canyons not previously 
visited… this got me thinking… how many “perfect” 
canyons are there in the Blue Mountains? How did 
our creator (Mother Nature or otherwise) distribute 
the canyon quality across the Brennan scale? 

• Uniformed distribution (equal number of canyons 
on each point of the scale)

• Normal distribution (bell curve, with the majority 
around the 4-6 scale)

• Elite distribution (many poor canyons, only a 
few good canyons)

• Nirvana distribution (all canyons are good 
canyons)

Firstly, let’s analyse the canyons in the 2014 Brennan 
canyon guide, this release contains 51 canyons 
with official Brennan ratings, they have an average 
canyon score of 6.4 and distribution as follows:

The guide has many good canyons, and a couple of 
poor ones. This suggests either, the canyons were 
formed with an elitist distribution, or, the author 
looks at the canyon world through rose-tinted 
glasses.

There is a clear anomaly in the distribution at the 
quality 7 point. Hmm, maybe the author has held-
back 3 or 4 good canyons to be included in the 
marketing of future releases? 

How does the Brennan guide compare to the 
Jamieson guide? Well, Jamieson’s 4th edition 
contains 188 canyons and goes at 4.8, with the 
updated 5th edition containing 256 canyons at 4.7. 
Basically the same average from the additional 68 
canyons, certainly suggesting some gold in those 
additions, mostly grid references without notes.

Are these canyon guides representative of the entire 
Blue Mountain?

Let us now review all known canyons on the ACA 
(Australian Canyoning Association) register, not to 
be confused with the CAA (Canyoneering Association 
of Australia). The ACA register contains 512 canyons 
at an average of 3.9, with a distribution that opposes 
the Brennan guide sample:

The ACA comprehensive canyon collection suggests 
only a few high quality canyons, of which the Brennan 
guide is seemingly focused. There is a noticeable 
dip for quality 2 canyons in the ACA register, it 
seems unlikely that Mother Nature would have such 
a random anomaly, which suggests there are ~30 
canyons omitted from the register. Why have the 
ACA kept these ~30 canyons a secret? What is so 
special about these quality 2’s? Or, is this proof that 
~30 canyons are still hidden in a pocket of the Blue 
Mountains waiting to be discovered?

Ultimately, the Brennan scale is a pyramid with a 
select few perfect canyons at the top. 

Therefore, for new canyoners, it is recommended to 
tick-through the Brennan guide first before venturing 
into the unknown of exploratory canyoning and a 
lifetime of quality 1s and 3s. The Brennan guide 
offers a more enjoyable start to your career with a 
tick-list average double what it otherwise would be. 

The Brennan guide can be downloaded here: http://
ozultimate.com/canyoning/canyon_guide.htm
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WANTED - Conservation Secretary for Sydney 
Bush Walkers

Our club has a long history of involvement with 
conservation efforts in NSW. However, you may be 
surprised to learn that we currently don’t have a 
Conservation Secretary, after Pam Campbell stood 
down at the last AGM after multiple years in the 
role.

The committee is in search of a passionate and 
dedicated club member who is willing to take on this 
important role within SBW, and ask for expressions 
of interest to be sent to the club Secretary 
(secretary@sbw.org.au) by 16th December. Do 

note that attendance at committee meetings is 
preferable, but not necessary. 
Tasks include:
• Staying informed of conservation issues relevant 

to the objectives of Sydney Bush Walkers and 
keeping club members updated.

• Making representations on behalf of the club to 
government bodies and other organisation. 

• Recommending actions to the club committee 
for adoption.

If any of this interests you, please let us know.

SBW Magazine Project – Update
Richard Pattison

One magazine was completed in October, with the 
tally remaining at 12%, that’s 94 of the 763 SBW 
historical magazines being fully digitised. 

October was another slow month, let’s have a 
look at the project’s progress so far. Similar to a 
cricket scorecard, we’re looking for a solid group of 
skyscrapers, and hopefully the “worm” (trend-line) 
showing a steepened incline.

From the project’s inception in 2014 there was 
steady progress through to early 2015, however, 
progress has certainly stalled since then with the 
worm basically flat.

If the trend from March 2015 continues, the project 
will complete in November 2072 – well, I do hope to 

live till 2066 to see French-Britain turn 1,000 years 
old… I suppose it’s only another 6 years to see the 
SBW project finish so I may as well attempt to live-
on for that too.

Commentary on the trend:

The first couple of productive months were driven 
by Tigger drink nights marketed as “OCR with 
friends”: March & May 2014. This attracted some 
new editors.

Strangely no edits in Aug 2014 – many SBW 
members on holiday?

Dec 2014 is the best month so far with 11 magazines 
completed. I have no idea why.

A distinct drop from March 2015 onwards, why? 
Maybe champion editor Rachel became too busy at 
work? Is it just a coincidence that Rich left Coca-
Cola that month? Also, an article was published in 
the March 2015 magazine detailing the page count 
of historical editions, did those figures deter editors?

Your help is needed. Anyone can help to save the 
clubs’ history, visit: http://sbw.ozultimate.com/
wiki/

mailto:secretary@sbw.org.au
http://sbw.ozultimate.com/wiki/
http://sbw.ozultimate.com/wiki/
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SBW Walk Stats – 2014 – Part 2
Tom Brennan

It’s been a few months since I published the first 
instalment of this. In fact, we’re almost into 2015! 
Still, better late than never!

In this edition, we’ll take a look at some participation 
stats of our leaders and walkers. 

One question when you’re trying to look at how 
much walking people are doing is … do you focus on 
number of walks or number of days? 

If we focus on numbers of walks, then the day walks 
tend to dominate, since there are more of them. 

But if we look at number of days, then it’s possible 
to do one long walk eg the Larapinta Trail, and clock 
up 14 or more days in just one trip!

In order to try and even these two ends of the 
spectrum out, I’ve used a points system where I’ve 
counted 1 point for Day Walks, 2 for Overnight/Base 
Camp trips, 3 for Long Weekend (3 or 4 day) walks 
and 4 for Extended Walks. 

This seems to do a reasonable job of balancing 
number of walks versus length of walks. 

Also, like last time, I’ve used reports received as a 
proxy for whether the walk went ahead as a club 
walk. So if you think you should have appeared in 
one of these lists, or you think your stats are wrong 
- we probably never got a report from the leader. In 
fact, for many of the stats that follow, if we haven’t 
received a report then we don’t have any data at all.

Leaders

Across 2014 there were 77 different leaders 
that submitted activities to the various activities 
programs, and we received reports from 65 of them.

The median number of walks by each leader was 4 
and the average was a little over 6. So the typical 
leader is putting on about 1 walk per program, with 
the average boosted by the small number of leaders 
who put on a lot of walks.

The top 4 leaders put on over a quarter of the 
walks, and the top 12 leaders basically put on half 
the walks by number. 

Yuri Bolotin led the way with 33 points, followed 
closely by Robert Carter and Leigh McClintock with 
30 each. The main number is what we received in 
reports, the points in brackets are what appeared 
on the programs.

Leader Points (Programmed) 
Yuri Bolotin 33 (48)
Robert Carter 30 (38)
Leigh McClintock 30 (37)
Melinda Turner 21 (21)
Angela Barton 20 (22)
Nigel Weaver 20 (20)
Bill Holland 18 (52)
Owen Kimberley 18 (18)
David Trinder 17 (19)
Don Finch 15 (23)

Because we are an overnight walking club, I’ve 
also included a breakdown for 2014’s top leaders of 
overnight/extended trips.

Leader Points  (Programmed) 
Melinda Turner 20 (20)
Leigh McClintock 18 (24)
Owen Kimberley 18 (18)
Don Finch 15 (23)
Robert Carter 14 (20)
David Trinder 14 (16)
Bill Holland 10 (36)
Richard Pattison 10 (12)

While we have a fairly good distribution of leaders 
across ages, we do need to keep working on 
developing new younger leaders. The average age 
of leaders is 51.3, though I only have data for about 
80% of leaders - the actual average age is probably 
a year or so higher.
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Walkers

Participation

Over the course of 2014, 520 members participated 
in at least one activity.

As already mentioned, this is probably an 
understatement as it’s based only on reports 
received. In some cases, a report was received, 
but we didn’t get details on all of members who 
attended. 

There were 222 prospective members who did at 
least one activity and 359 full members. Note that 
these add up to more than 520, as some prospective 
members became full members during the year, and 
did a walk as a full member.

Full member numbers were 529 at the start of the 
year and 514 at the end, so around 70% of full 
members did at least one activity in 2014.

Prospective membership at the start of 2014 was 
277, and at the end was 223, with 54 prospectives 
converting to full membership. It’s harder to 
calculate a percentage due to the turnover, but 
indicatively a solid number of prospective members 
did at least one walk. 

Average numbers

The average number of walkers on an activity was 
7.7. Unsurprisingly overnight walk averages are 
lower at 6.5, while day walks are higher at 8.0. 
Base camp walks have an average of 8.3, but this 
is inflated by the annual Xmas trip to the Snowies, 
and if you remove that, it comes right back to 7.2.

The total number of walks done by members was 
2767, which is an average of just under 4 per 
member, or one per member per quarter. 

That said, the median (middle) number of walks is 
only 2 per year - the average is inflated by the few 
walkers who do many walks.

In fact, 50% of the walks are done by the top 68 
walkers, who do an average of 19 walks each. 25% 
of the walks are done by the top 25 walkers, doing 
an average of 27 walks each!

The chart below shows the number of walks done by 
the walkers, with 181 walkers doing just 1 walk, and 
13 walkers doing 26 or more!

Top walkers

Lucy Keatinge was our top walker, with 50 points 
over 33 trips. Glenn Draper was not far behind with 
49 points from a chart topping 37 trips (and I’m 
pretty sure he was on a few trips that didn’t get 
reported!).

I have only listed the top 10 walkers here, as 520 
entries isn’t going to leave much space in the 
magazine for anything else!

Walker Points (Trips)
Lucy Keatinge 50 (33)
Glenn Draper 49 (37)
Alan Osland 46 (31)
Melinda Turner 45 (24)
Petros Nikoloudis 42 (32)
Jim Close 42 (32)
Robert Carter 40 (30)
Angela Barton 39 (36)
Alan Carpenter 38 (34)
Frances Bottrell 38 (30)

If anyone is interested in looking at the full list (to 
see where they appeared?), or playing with the 
stats, I’m happy to provide you the raw data.

Other Clubs 

The Coast and Mountain Walkers (CMW) have been 
keeping stats on their walks, walkers and leaders for 
over 10 years, so they have a considerable history. 
It makes for some interesting reading, as well as 
comparison.

http://www.cmw.asn.au/articles/Walks%20
Report%202014.pdf

They use a similar scoring system - 0.5 points for 
day walks, 2 points for overnight walks and 3 points 
for extended walks.

One notable stat from the CMW is that in 1999/2000, 
the average age of their leaders was 49, and in 

http://www.cmw.asn.au/articles/Walks Report 2014.pdf
http://www.cmw.asn.au/articles/Walks Report 2014.pdf
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2013/14, it is 64. So over 15 years the average age 
of leaders has increased by 15 years. Are the same 
leaders leading as they were 15 years ago? 

Certainly the development of new and younger 
leaders is something that all bushwalking clubs 
need to focus on.

While we have quite a few figures, it’s hard to make 
too much sense of them without something to 
compare to. Next year, we’ll have a second year’s 
worth of data, and we can see any significant 
changes from one year to the next.

Social Program

Wed 18 Nov - Remote Mongolia. Mongolia remains one of the world’s last truly undiscovered trekking 
destinations; a land steeped in legacy created by the warriors of Chinggis Khan who created the largest 
land empire that the world has seen. Mongolia is a land of dramatic contrasts from barren mountains 
to emerald green seas of rolling grasslands dotted with herds of horses and the snowy white dwellings 
of today’s nomadic herders. This presentation will highlight the trekking in the Wild West of Mongolia 
between the Twin Peaks of Kharkhiraa and Turgen and show the different contrasts that this beautiful 
remote country offers.

Wed 16 Dec - SBW Annual Christmas Party.The club’s annual Christmas party! Do not miss this 
great opportunity to eat and catch up with fellow members. The club supplies all drinks, alcoholic and 
non-alcoholic, plates and cutlery. All required of you is to bring yourself and a plate of food to share. This 
great event is held at the back of the Kirribilli Neighbourhood Centre unless it pours with rain.

Wed 17 Feb - 17 days Cycling in Austria and Germany. Jan and Graham will cycle you through the 
Salaach, Salzach, Inn and Danube rivers zig zagging through Austria and Germany...17 days and 700 
kms including daily bakery delights for morning teas!

If you have any ideas for social events, contact Tracey Avolio and Jan Spencer: social@sbw.org.au 

All meetings are held at the Kirribilli Neighbourhood Centre, Fitzroy St Kirribilli and start at 7.35 pm. 
The KNC is within easy walking distance of Milson’s Point station.

Social Evenings are preceded by a pre meeting dinner at the Mad Italian, a cheap and cheerful Italian 
restaurant just around the corner at 5A Broughton St, where club members congregate from 6.30pm on.

social@sbw.org.au
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Clean-up on Mt Solitary
Rachel Grindlay

I do a lot of my 
bushwalking off-track 
in areas that receive 
few human visitors. 
Subsequently I rarely 
see rubbish strewn 
about through the 
bush. This year various 
circumstances have 
meant I have been 
walking on-track in 
popular areas much 
more than usual. One 
of the things which has 
struck me, (other than 
that I get a lot less 
scratches on tracks!), is 
the amount of rubbish. 
I try to make an effort 

to pick up rubbish when I see it in the bush but 
sometimes lack of preparation (i.e. nothing to put it 
in) means I don’t.

I’d like to think that members of SBW aren’t part 
of the rubbish problem. Hopefully Marie Byles and 
Kath Mackay’s logbook entry at Betts Camp has 
been dismissed as historical practice:
“Burn, bash or bury all your rubbish and your tins,
And hide your bottles as you would your sins”

Rather that we follow the Bushwalker Code:
“Pack it in, pack it out
• Don’t carry glass bottles and jars, cans, drink 

cartons lined with aluminium foil and excess 
packaging. If you can’t resist carrying such 
things, don’t leave them in the bush. Remember, 
if you can carry a full container in, you can easily 
carry the empty one out.

• Remove all your rubbish including food scraps, 
paper, plastic, aluminium foil and empty 
containers. Don’t burn or bury rubbish. Burning 
creates pollution and buried rubbish may be dug 
up and scattered by animals.

• Digging also disturbs the soil, causing erosion 
and encouraging weeds.

• Carry a plastic bag for your rubbish. If you find 
litter left by irresponsible people along the track 
or around a campsite, please remove it. Show 
you care for the environment, even if others 
don’t.

• When walking in scrubby country, do not strap 
closed-cell sleep mats or items in plastic bags 
outside your pack. The bush will be littered with 
pieces of foam and plastic.”

(extract above pertaining to rubbish, the full code 
can be found here)

My “Cleaning up Chinamans Gully” walk in the 
Spring Program didn’t get much interest. I wasn’t 

overly surprised. There were lots of activities on that 
weekend, it was on a Sunday (50% less day walks 
happen on Sundays!) and then of course there was 
the actual intent of the walk. Not that many people 
are going to be excited about going on a walk to 
specifically pick up rubbish.

So the programmed walk didn’t go ahead on 18th 
October but Tom & I headed out on the 25th for a 
clean-up anyway.

Unfortunately what we found during our walk was 
that there are many unenlightened campers out 
there. One ‘highlight’ from our walk included a still 
smouldering fire on Mt Solitary. When we dug into 
it to try and put it out we found about 8 large tins, 
several small ones, lots of foil, 4 fresh tomatoes 
(??)... basically anything that 
was left from the meal the 
night before. All covered with 
rocks and casuarina needles, 
and still smoking away. It burst 
into flame when we poked 
around. Near the fire we found 
2 packed up tents, a camping 
chair and a large pot - they 
were still there several hours 
later when we returned from 
Chinamans so we presume 
they were abandoned. 

Even less digestible was their 
‘toilet’ where there had been no 
effort to bury their excrement, 
and the toilet paper was just 
left lying on the ground. All 
this less than 50m from camp. 
I couldn’t face that one but Tom did the clean up job 
- on the loo paper at least.

From there we stopped at the numerous fire rings 
on the way to Chinamans Gully. Predictably there 
was foil and tins in most of the fires. At Chinamans 
I (sub-consciously?) allocated myself the camping 
overhangs on the true right of the gully, so I was 
largely dealing with broken glass, foil and tins. 
Tom copped a treasure trove of more poor toileting 
practices at the very top and bottom of the gully. 
We picked up the older toilet paper, and burnt large 
quantities of freshly-used toilet paper in situ. 

I don’t kid myself that the clean-up will have any long 
term effect - even by the time we returned along 
the track to the Golden Stairs we were picking up 
more toilet paper that wasn’t there in the morning. 

However, I would encourage all walkers to have a 
plastic bag on hand so that if you do see rubbish 
when you’re out in the bush it is easy to pack it out 
and leave the bush better than when you went in.

http://www.bushwalkingnsw.org.au/bushwalking/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/Bushwalkers_Code_2004-021.pdf


8 2015 November SBW Magazine

The Mid-Week Walkers
Bill Holland

Our group had a very successful week at Erowal Bay 
in October (photos above). Ten people attended for 
all or most of the week and they were supplemented 
by “drop-ins” who arrived to share the happy hours 
– at times a very crowded table!  The weather was 
fine until Thursday when windy and cloudy weather 
prevented the paddlers for going out on the bay.

There is only one remaining activity for this year 
– the popular car camping at Dunns Swamp – see 
below. There is no need to book or pay a deposit 
although I would like to know if you are coming so I 
can forward details etc. 

Looking ahead to next year we have some activities 
in mind and also welcome your suggestions:
• As usual Myola in February, suggested dates 

15th – 19th February
• Cabins at Jenolan Caves 21st – 25th March or 

similar (to be booked)
• Cutlers Cottage at Myall Lakes has been booked 

23rd - 30th April 
• Possibly cabins in Newnes in May or June
• “ Illoura ” at Woy Woy

Dunns Swamp:  Mon 16th – 20th  November

Dunns Swamp is near Rylstone and is very popular 
for camping and bushwalking. It boasts one of the 
cleanest waterways in NSW, making it great for a 
swim or paddle. Basic facilities for campfires and 
toilets are available in the camping reserve. There 
are many walking tracks and large rock formations 
that offer spectacular views of the river and 
surrounding bush.  

We will camp next to our cars hopefully at Kookaburra 
Beach with close access to the water. Being mid-
week we will avoid the weekend crowds. 

Jenolan Cottages - Caves House: Mon 21st – 
Frid 25th March 

I plan to book two self contained cottages located 
8km from Jenolan precinct and reasonably close to 
Kanangra Tops.

Set in bush surroundings these two bedroom 
cottages come with full linen included. The cabins 
have a queen size bed in one room and bunk beds in 
the second room. I have allowed for four , possibly 
five people to each cabin so the party will be limited 
to about eight people. Cost about $170 (4 nights).

The mid-week walkers is an informal gathering of 
people in SBW who find the time to enjoy walking, 
cycling, kayaking during the quiet times of the 
week.  You are welcome to join us at any time and if 
you would like to be added to our Midweek Activities 
mailing list please let me know by contacting Bill 
Holland 4296 3084 or by email to billholland@
bigpond.com.

mailto:billholland@bigpond.com
mailto:billholland@bigpond.com
http://www.sbw.org.au/content_common/pg-sbw-first-aid.seo
http://www.bushwalk.com


92015 November SBW Magazine

Coolana Report November 2015
Don Finch

Gerard Proust our weed contractor at Coolana 
noticed an unusual plant beside the scenic circuit 
track. Gerard sent a sample into the Sydney 
Botanic Gardens where the identity of the plant was 
confirmed:

“Your specimen has been confirmed as Solanum 
celatum by Andrew Orme 14 October 2015 .This 
species is listed as Endangered under the TSCA.” 
GPS coordinates (0269023/6152143).

During late August 2015 over three days at 
Hampden Bridge in Kangaroo Valley 384mm of rain 
were recorded, 250mm were recorded over one 24 
hour period. Erosion of the road occurred in some 
places and water that is still seeping out of the hill 
has made the road impassable on the flat section 
just above the shelter shed. This was still the case 
on 26th October 2015 although it is now drying out 
rapidly. A 12 tonne load of road gravel has been 
delivered to effect repairs as required. At the first 
creek crossing a retaining wall was built up early in 
the year to control head ward erosion in the creek. 
This was done after a previous less substantial star 
post fence showed the value of such an approach. On 
recent working bees weed spraying has been done 
on both flats this is showing a good success rate. 
The stinging nettles on the camping flat were given 
particular attention. This spraying will continue over 
the summer.

The weeds on Water NSW land along our northern 
and western boundary are to be addressed by 
Shoalhaven City Council as contractors for Water 
NSW. Our contractor PBS will be under taking 
a comprehensive weed eradication program on 
Coolana along the northern and western boundary 
to compliment this work. PBS will do the first pass 
within a few weeks with a follow up in April/May 
2016. I expect that we will require the services of 
PBS for several years to control weeds along the 
boundary with the heavily weed infested Water 
NSW lands.

Summer Series Update
Vivien de Rémy de Courcelles

We are five weeks into Summer Series the series 
of street and park orienteering events that visits a 
different suburb every Wednesday from October to 
March.

Many people are reluctant to try because they worry 
they are not going to do well or be embarrassed. 
What about this for embarrassing: in my third or 
fourth year of doing Summer Series and after having 
done 15 odd rogaines with much more challenging 
navigation, I happened to run off the map during 
the traditional pre-Christmas Mosman event. Yes I 
was near the edge of the map at this point but then 
I was also about 200 metres from home! Talk about 
knowing your neighbourhood.

Surely no one can do worse than that and as an 
added bonus you can ask for advice to the SBW 
regulars at Summer Series; look for the group with 
a three-year-old.

Coming events are:
18 November: Rodd Point – Nield Park, Nield Avenue
25 November: Manly - Ivanhoe Park, Raglan Street
2 December: Longueville - Kingsford Smith Oval, 
William Edward Street
9 December: Eastwood - Eastwood Park, Wingate 
Avenue
16 December: Gladesville - Banjo Patterson Park, 
Punt Road
23 December: Clifton Gardens – Morella Road

We hope to see you there.

For mote details check http://www.
sydneysummerseries.com.au.

http://www.sydneysummerseries.com.au
http://www.sydneysummerseries.com.au
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Emmanuelle Convert

Leaders: After the activity, reports must be submitted via the online form. If your walk is cancelled, please 
send a brief email advising the same to walksreporting@sbw.org.au. Keep the signature sheet as this is a 
legal document. If you want your report to be published as an article email the report and any photos (jpeg 
or tiff format) to editor@sbw. org.au. 

You can also send one or two photos to the editor for inclusion in the walk reporting section of the magazine.

Walks and Activities Report

15 Aug 2015 Victoria Falls - Pierces Pass Return Blue Mountains NP

Enjoyable day walking Victoria Falls and Pierces Pass.

Frances Bottrell

John Robb
Ted Nixon

P Members

Jean Huang
Jenny Gerada

10 Sep 2015 Hornsby Hills Ku-ring-gai Chase NP

Nice evening for a walk around Hornsby. This circuit is always a good test of 
fitness due to the surprising number of hills, including a nice long uphill on the 
firetrail along Tunks Ridge.

Genevieve Savill

Angela Beveridge
Philip Worledge
Susan Healey
Jenny Stephens

P Members

Alexa Bullen

1 Oct 2015 Lane Cove River (Evening Walk) Lane Cove NP

With daylight savings starting this weekend, this was the last opportunity for us 
to start and finish a Thursday night walk in the dark for a while. Six of us set off 
along the Great North Walk (GNW) almost making it to Hunters Hill before we 
turned around, looping back to the cars on the other side of Lane Cove River. 
The relatively flat terrain enabled us to cover over 14km in 3hr. Possums were 
out in abundance tonight, with one particularly large brushtail initially holding 
his ground on the path until he reluctantly retreated up a nearby tree.

Genevieve Savill

Angela Beveridge
Susan Healey
Phillip Worledge
Melinda Long
Tracy Edwards

2 - 18 Oct 2015 Japan Overseas

We did two day walks out of Tokyo, two day walks in Akita (up north), and two 
multi-day walks west of Tokyo. Stayed in city hotels, hot spring ryokan and 
mountain huts. Saw lots of great views of Mt Fuji, and went to one of Japan’s 
big matsuri (festivals).

Leigh McClintock

Ryan Swaine
Lucy Moore
David Bell
Grace Love
Peter Love

2 - 5 Oct 2015 Budawangs Morton NP

A very pleasant few days spent in the northern Budawang ranges with some 
panorama views & beautiful forest.

David Carmichael

Bruce Worthington
Jim Close
Glenn Draper

Visitor

Amie Sweeting
David Sweeting
Trevor Carr

http://sbw.org.au/walk-reporting
mailto:walksreporting@sbw.org.au
mailto:editor%40sbw.org.au?subject=
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2 - 6 Oct 2015 Coolana Bush Care Morton NP, Coolana

Five days of bushcare at Coolana with a very pleasant camp in the car park.

Don Finch

Rosie Kerrigan
Phil Butt
Barry Wallace
Spiro Haginikitas
NIlo
Brian Holden
Rick Angel
George & Francis 
Bertram
Shahran & Asyhid 
Landarani

Visitor

Melinda Barwell
Rob Barwell
James Barwell
Amir Landarani
Ivan Landarani

3 Oct 2015 Blackheath Loop Blue Mountains NP

A warm day with perfect walking conditions for this very scenic walk. After a 
delayed start we headed off at a good pace that saw us at Junction Rock by 
11.30 am and back to the cars at 2.30 pm.

The warm weather also brought out some of the local wildlife with an up close 
and personal experience with an Echidna on the side of the track whilst ascend-
ing Rodriguez Pass, a couple of Lyre Birds were seen scurrying across the track 
and a large Diamond Python spotted during the final ascent to the carpark.

Overall a really nice day to walk with great company throughout.

Robert Carter

Sue Tiller
Susan Fagoaga
Garry O'Toole
Alexandra Lazar
James Blair
Cathy Hui
Deborah Ng
Rosemary 
MacDougal

3 Oct 2015 Cedar Creek Blue Mountains NP

A wonderful day in Cedar Creek. After four attempts we finally managed to exit 
Cedar Creek on a different ridge. We had 9 prosectives in the party, and for 
4 of them it was their first walk with the club. All passed this Q walk with fly-
ing colour. We will be back for more as this area of the Jamison Vallley is very 
beautiful and wild, yet not too remote to explore on a day walk.

Bruno De Villenoisy

Sally Reynolds
Virginia Waller

P Members

Claire Bradford
Craig Dunn
Sean Gollogly
Ruoran
James Tormey
Liping Pei
Lucy Xiao
Antoine Yersin

Visitor

Mitchell Dunn
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3 - 5 Oct 2015 Vengeance Axehead to Lacy Tableland Blue Mountains NP

Walk completed as planned. Very hot conditions on days 1 and 3 tested the 
party. Vengeance Axehead is a great ridge walk. Cuff Link pass turned out to 
be a walk up. Superb cliff top camp on Bimlow Tableland with water near by.

Neil Hickson

Lucy Keatinge
Sue Bucknell
Ian Thorpe
Alan Osland

3 - 6 Oct 2015 Woila Circuit Deua NP

See Bill Raffle’s article in the October newsletter; this report will just outline 
the facts!

Due to heat exhaustion of the leader we fell well short of making Tabletop camp. 
It was quite scrubby down to Woila clearing making it there by 12:30pm after 
a 7:45am start. Apart from the saddle where we camped there is only one spot 
suitable for 3-4 bivies before reaching Tabletop. There was no water at 740610 
6008885 on Tabletop despite the last month having quite good rains. Water 
had been dropped by the leader at Horseshoe Pt. There is water 30-40 minutes 
away at 740325 6011625 but this would not be certain after dry weather.

The ridgeline between before Scouts Hat and Horseshoe Pt is very exposed and 
very slow.

Half the party went on to Mother Woila saddle but turned back due to not being 
able to find a satisfactory route before the day ran out. 

Despite some scepticism of the leaders idea of taking a “shortcut” across some-
thing called Snowball Boggy Flat it ended up a very pleasant way to breakup 
the fire trail back to the cars.

GPS Stats

D1 12.7km +700m – 1300m

D2 5.7km +766m – 370m (To Horseshoe Pt only)

D3 17.3km +830m – 680m

John Flint

Rachel Grindlay
Caro Ryan
Bill Raffle
Robert Schroettner
Vivien de Remy de 
Courcelles
Alex Allchin

P Members

Sierra Classen

5 Oct 2015 Coast Track Royal NP

A very hot day for this relatively exposed long coastal walk that required us to 
adjust the walking pace to suit the conditions throughout the day. The public 
holiday brought people out in droves along the coast with an amazing amount 
of people at each of the beaches along the walk and many walkers enjoying the 
great outdoors.

A few additional breaks throughout the day to ensure hydration levels were 
maintained and refreshing swimming opportunities greatly appreciated by most 
at Curracurrrang and Little Marley.

All walkers did very well despite the hot conditions. End of walk refreshments 
were had stretched out in the park adjacent to Bundeena Wharf.

Congratulations to Lynette Gill, Rachele Rugiero and Vincent Murray on com-
pleting their first Q-walk !

Robert Carter

Susan Healey
Margaret Rozea
Philip Worledge
Wayne Gardner
Janina Szyndler
Michelle Rose
Melanie Freer
Petros Nikoloudis
Tracey Avolio

P Members

Rachele Rugiero
Lynette Gill
Vincent Murray
Alexa Bullen

8 Oct 2015 Lane Cove Valley (Evening Walk) Lane Cove NP

With hazard reduction burning causing some closures in the park, the plan for 
tonight had to be modified slightly. From Canoon Road, we followed the STEPS 
track to join the GNW heading north then weaved our way throughout the park 
on some of the smaller tracks before re-joining the GNW and returning to the 
cars.

Genevieve Savill

Phillip Worledge
Susan Healey
Jenny Stephens
Kelly O'Reilly

P Members

Alexa Bullen
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9 Oct 2015 Holts Heaven Newnes SF

OK

Yuri Bolotin

Christine Austin
Craig Austin
David Hufton
Lynn Dabbs
Kevin Williams

10 Oct 2015 Bouddi Coastal Walk Bouddi NP

Beautiful weather - warm, but a nice breeze to take the edge off. Great views, 
good company and a coffee stop at the half-way mark - how good is that!

Tony Murphy

Karen Darby
Joanne Armstrong
Sue Tiller
Catherine McLachlan

P Members

Liping Pei
Svetlana Orrock

10 - 11 Oct 2015 Hundred Man Cave Kanangra-Boyd NP

In warm, fine weather the leader took 8 Prospective members, most of whom 
were new to the area and new to overnight walking to see the Kanangra moun-
tains and Hundred Man Cave. We also paid a visit to Thousand man Cave. 
Everybody enjoyed the weekend and the 8 Prospective Members were fit and 
successful in passing their overnight Q walk.

David Trinder

P Members

Mindi Gu
Peter Bruce
Liz Youman
Jon Bell
Jaimey Foti
Diana Porta
Yoon Lee
Brenda McLennan

15 Oct 2015 Willoughby Wanderings Willoughby Area

This was a somewhat different walk as there was significantly more street 
walking than our normal Thursday night walk. I took the group on some of my 
favourite local walking tracks, taking in some of the historical sights along the 
way.

Genevieve Savill

Jim Close
Philip Worledge
Melinda Long
Susan Healey

P Members

Margaret Baz
Anita Bürgermeister

17 Oct 2015 Perrys to Pierces Return Blue Mountains NP

Very nice day, though a bit warm at times. Morning Tea at Pierces Pass turnoff 
and lunch at same place on the way back with a swim. Met Alan Osland coming 
up Perrys from Grand Canyon in the morning and again at Pierces Pass. Per-
haps Victoria Falls slowed him up as we did not see him later in the afternoon 
on his way to Lockleys. We had a more relaxed pace but Perrys was still a chal-
lenge though fortunately a bit cooler than earlier. Started at 8 finished around 
4:30 with a long lunch.

John Flint

Caro Ryan
Carley Finn
Jim Collier
Cathy Hui

P Members

Margaret Baz

SBW members are eligible for Free Paddy Pallin Club membership.

Take along the Paddy Pallin ad in this newsletter and they will honor this offer!

http://www.paddypallin.com.au/
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17 Oct 2015 Edenderry Falls Blue Mountains NP

Fifteen walkers met at Blackheath at 8:10am on a warm and sunny morning. 
After the short drive to Govett's Leap we began walking about 8:40. The path 
to the bottom of Bridal Veil Falls was occasionally a bit muddy, though nowhere 
near as bad as it can be. Morning tea near Junction Rock featured a visit from 
a friendly (or, more likely, hungry) water dragon. Some members of the party 
felt it was already warm enough for a swim. We proceeded up Govett's Creek 
to the confluence with Greaves Creek, carefully avoiding a large black snake 
sunning itself on the bank, and then off-track(ish) to the vicinity of Edenderry 
Falls. Chris made the very welcome suggestion of a further extension, and led 
the way to the next cascades above Hilary Falls. The superb surroundings, with 
wonderfully scented rock orchids overhanging the creek and excellent swim-
ming conditions, made a prolonged lunch break obligatory. After luch we back-
tracked, dropping in (not literally) at three more falls, Hilary, Edenderry and 
another in between. The ascent of the Horse Track took an hour or so as the 
weather clouded over, eventually producing a few drops (but no more than 
that) of rain. The final climb to Evans Head was delayed by the appearance 
of a magnificent lyrebird casually strolling along the path. We took the clifftop 
path back to the cars at Govett's, arriving about 5:45. A walk with everything! 
- flora, fauna, waterfalls and the company of a great bunch of people.

David Angell

Sally Reynolds
Penny Pang
Kin Lee
Jay Abeysinghe
Chris Dowling
Tim Sutherland
Virginia Waller
Margot Bull
Michael Johnstone
Anne Johnstone
Petros Nikoloudis
LIsa Ochs

P Members

Suzanne Gapps
Jean Huang

17 Oct 2015 Blackheath Blue Mountains NP

A lovely day with flowers galore and the promised waratahs didn't disappoint.

Angela Barton

Melinda Long
Mike Barton
Phillipa Smith
Amanda Mallon
Rolf Marsden
Joan Chan
Glenn Draper

P Members

Monica Ren
Chris Wong

17 - 18 Oct 2015 Pagodas and The Pondage Gardens of Stone NP

Easy trip out to The Pondage on Saturday in hot weather. We dropped water 
at McLeans Pass as I had been reliably informed that there was none at the 
campsite. (Thank you Jeff Boyd) Arrived at The Pondage in good time to set up 
camp and them go exploring around cliff line and Point Cameron. We had happy 
hour on top of the highest pagoda, with scenic views of Pantoneys. On Sunday 
we followed the cliffline back to McLeans Pass and picked up water drop. Paul 
Barton then led us on a wonderful return route that involved a wonderful lunch 
rock and two passes through cliff line.

Melinda Turner

Paul Barton
Damon de Costa
Josette Squires
Frances Bottrell
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18 Oct 2015 The Zig Zag Railway Blue Mountains NP

This was sure a walk with a difference! We left Zig Zag station and made our 
way uphill along the old zig zag railway line, which is not currently in use. There 
were excellent views over the nearby valleys and hills along the way. We went 
over three viaducts, through several cuttings, and through two tunnels, one 
short, one long. Just below one of the viaducts we enjoyed seeing a group of 
about 50 bright red waratahs in full bloom. After reaching Clarence station we 
took the foot track that leads down to Zig Zag station, making this a circular 
walk. As we descended we saw a group of grey kangroos on the higher open 
slopes of the hillside. Overall this was a very scenic and interesting walk for all 
of us.

Nigel Weaver

Margaret Weaver
Catharina Muller

P Members

Rachele Rugiero
Gourav Bhaduri
Tapaleena 
Bhattacharjee
Vincent Murray
Dave Harter

18 Oct 2015 Introductory Abseiling Workshop Wahroonga Rocks

A bunch of enthusiastic new abseilers had a good day out on the crags, learning 
the ropes (so to speak!). Everyone got the basics sorted quickly, and we moved 
on to the bigger cliffs, with a few tricky challenges later in the day. The prusik-
ing resulted in plenty of grunting and groaning, many people commenting that 
it required more effort than it looked! 

Thanks to Terry Moss for all his work setting up, and to Terry, Marcia Kaye and 
Jodie Dixon for belaying and coaching everyone throughout the day.

Photo: Geoff Goodyer

Tom Brennan

Bill Raffle
Marcia Kaye
Stanley Wong
Paul O'Callaghan
Scott Lee
Jodie Dixon
Terry Moss

P Members

Andrew Price
Geoff Goodyer
Miriam Scarr

18 Oct 2015 Victoria Brook to Crayfish Creek Blue Mountains NP

Due to the possibility of a storm developing the programmed exploratory walk 
was substituted with a walk at Asgard Swamp including the four heads and 
exploration of the gully between Thor Head and Valhalla Head. We experienced 
isolated showers and obscured views due to low cloud. The wild flowers were a 
highlight, as was the company. Thank you to the committed three from my list 
of seven who made it on the day.

Brendon Anderson

Calogero Panvino
Alan Osland

P Members

Charles Russell
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21 Oct 2015 Berowra Circuit Ku-ring-gai Chase NP, Berowra Valley

Departed Berowra at 9.00 am. The day was very hot and humid with afternoon 
storms predicted.

Morning Tea at Calna Creek - lunch at Appletree Bay - back to Berowra by 
4.00pm with just a few spots of rain (literally) to tease us on the track back up.

4 goannas - 2 of which were huge - and a kangaroo on the track from Appletree 
Bay. One of the goannas quite content to sit on the track and not move until 
some prodding (from a distance) to get him to go.

Robyn Christie

Rosemary 
MacDougal
Margaret Mohandas
Angelika Langley
Daryl Watson
Gordon Jagger

P Members

Dave Harter

Visitor

Maggie Weiley
Jane Millgate
Ramon Alvarez
Marilyn Cross

22 Oct 2015 Forestville & Seaforth Garigal NP

Sydney did not put on its best weather for tonights walk. Just four of us braved 
the rain to walk for 2 hours from Forestville to Seaforth and return via Cur-
rie Track, Natural Bridge, Bantry Bay, Timbergetter Steps and the Engravings 
Track. Good to see two new prospectives joining us this week. A good evening 
despite the weather.

Genevieve Savill

Melinda Long

P Members

Chris Wong
Jane Suters

24 Oct 2015 Cowan - Thornleigh Ku-ring-gai Chase NP

Great day out with a big fast moving group of people. We managed plenty of 
breaks and it was good to finally be able to walk across Calna Creek again on 
the brand new footbridge.

Frances Bottrell

Nicola Piper
Tracey Avolio
Bill Raffle
Lyn Hungerford
Margot Bull
Wayne Gardner
Barbara Laborczfalvi
Cathy Hui
Lisa Ochs
Scott Lee

P Members

Jack Cocking

24 Oct 2015 Glenbrook Blue Mountains NP

Scrub, scrub and more scrub. Not much else to say about Lincoln Creek.

Angela Barton

Petros Nikoloudis
Michelle Rose
Glenn Draper
Kin Lee
Penny Pang
Mike Barton

P Members

Chris Wong

Walk updates

Don’t forget to check the Short Notice Activities bulletin for any amendments to the quaterly 
program such as changes in walk dates. 

Many walks that go into the walks program are planned weeks or months ahead and unforeseen 
circumstances can arise in the meantime affecting walk details and dates. 
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24 - 25 Oct 2015 Mt Gudgenby ACT Namadgi

Short notice for long drive so just three participants including leader after one 
person dropped out. Drove down Friday with dinner at a delightful Malaysian 
restaurant in Manuka. Arrived at Yankee Hat carpark around 9:30pm. Geared 
up and started walking along the Yankee Hat track which is easy to follow with 
reflective signposts. It is a easy < 20 minute walk in the dark on grassland, 
though a little spooky with the many kangaroo and rabbit eyes watching in the 
dark. Crossed the bridge over Bogong Creek and 30m further on headed up to 
the trees at MGA 678060 6042100 and set up camp. Lovely campsite and wak-
ing up in the tent there makes the weekend feel longer.

On Saturday headed to the interesting Yankee Hat Art site which dates from 
around 800 years ago. Other places in Namadgi record periodic habitation from 
3500 years ago. On the way saw two Dingos, one was carrying a rabbit and 
looked pleased with himself, the other head down looking a little downcast 
but might be in with a share. There were hundreds of Kangaroos on the plain, 
a couple of huge males guarding the boardwalk and didn’t want to shift but 
eventually made way. Up above there was another territorial fight. A flock of 
crows were ganging up on three eagles, one smaller eagle was separated and 
shepherded out of the area, the other two had to climb to a great height to get 
out of the way of the dive bombing gang. We made our way along Bogong Ck 
with morning tea near a granite tor I nicknamed rabbit rock as it looked like a 
rabbit with floppy ears. Further along near the creek and then up the saddle, 
we lost the footpad once but regained soon after. At the saddle we decided to 
leave the climb up Gudgenby till the next morning when it would be cool. We 
couldn’t find a reliable footpad on the way down to Naas Ck but the navigation 
was not hard. It was only about 2:30pm but decided to set up camp there as 
planned and take a rest. I did a short exploration to find the remains of a fire 
trail which is on a previous map series and now overgrown but somewhat fol-
lowable up Sams Ck.

On Sunday we followed a better footpad closer to the creek to return to the 
saddle. Peter did not want to aggravate his knee so waited at the saddle while 
I climbed to the summit with Grace. It was fairly scrubby for the first 200m of 
elevation but could avoid the worst of it. It opens up before the final 130m or so 
which is scrambling on granite slabs and boulders. The summit cairn is impres-
sive and views were fantastic from 1739m. Most of the snow has gone from the 
snowys with Jagungal looking bare compared to the October long weekend. All 
the ACT peaks are visible such as Bimberi, Gingera, Kelly, Scabby and Namadgi 
among others. There is also an impressive rock stack150m from the summit. 
We returned to the saddle and then down to Bogong Ck for lunch. Back to the 
cars around 2:30pm for an early finish. Not a long walk and can be done in a 
day, but still some ups and downs and a very pleasant weekend

John Flint

Peter Love
Grace Love
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24 - 25 Oct 2015 Wild Dog Circuit Blue Mountains NP

Mild sunny weather for the climb up Blackhorse, and a pleasant lunch on the 
south end of Mt Warrigal. Usual sojourn at Splendour Rock, then moving on to 
Mobbs swamp for a cave camp.There was a single 30cm diameter clear pool of 
water as the creek crossed the track 50m upstream - otherwise some pretty 
brown pools only. Bruno had his 2.5 kg metal fire plate to cook us all pizza.

8am start the next day to Knights Deck, then a change of plan - descent to 
Breakfast Creek by Knights Pup, rather than Blue Dog Spur. A big, big descent 
that took time. Pretty trying in warm weather

Lunch and a swim at the Cox. Temp 30.5 degrees.

Slow climb up Ironmonger with frequent regroups and watering.

Back to Galong ar 3.30pm

A great group of hikers which moved well, and enjoyed each other’s company

A very satisfying w/e

Tim Sutherland

Huw ap Rees
Bruno De Villenoisy
Jim Collier
Carley Finn

P Members

Jaimey Foti
Diana Porta
Margaret Baz
Gourav Bhaduri

25 Oct 2015 Mosman circumnavigation Sydney Harbour NP

A perfect spring day with a pleasant nor’easter blowing in the afternoon. A 
good, fast-paced, harmonious group. Rock hopping round from Balmoral to the 
Spit was fun. Finished at leader’s house for refreshments.

Richard Darke

Mark Patteson
Jenny Paton
Jan Spencer
Graham Byrne
Melinda Long
Helen Lalas
Misako Sugiyama

P Members

Vincent Murray
Tapaleena 
Bhattacharjee

Visitor

Margaret Nay 
Doreen Payne
Susan Smith
Jacqueline Joseph 
Liam Heery
Anh Nguyen
Maureen Carter
David Carter

25 Oct 2015 Mt Victoria Blue Mountains NP

A lovely day with views galore from all the "heads" we visited. Wildflowers and 
waratahs gave colour everywhere we looked.

Angela Barton

Jim Close
Paul Irwin
Kerry Atkins
Gisela Schumacher
Chris Dowling

P Members

Ross Jamieson

30 Oct 2015 Further into the Pentafid Wollemi NP

OK

Yuri Bolotin

Daryl Watson
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31 Oct 2015 Glenbrook to Warrimoo Blue Mountains NP

The weekend before this walk was due to run there were 5 starters, this grew to 
13 by Thursday morning! Pleasingly, perhaps due to the relatively late joining 
there were no last-minute drop-outs. 

The day started with a bit of confusion, the leader was pleased to find the 4 
'late' party members were just a couple of hundred metres down the road 
(there is a now a new commuter carpark adjacent to Glenbrook Station, as well 
a the old one over the road). 

The walk proceeded without incident, many of the party keeping feet dry all day 
despite several creek crossings. The forecast promised a lot of rain but none 
was delivered - though we were all soaked through from the humidity which 
was at times oppressive. 

Congratulations to Azenith Mortel who successfully completed not only her first 
ever walk with the club, but a Q walk at that! 

Thanks to Glenn who was tail-end Charlie all day - good job - we didn't lose 
anyone :)

Rachel Grindlay

Glenn Draper
Daniel Eckermann
Thuy Ho
Lisa Ochs
Martyne Preston
Brian Tomney
Tim Yewdall

P Members

Alexa Bullen
Brenda McLennan
Azenith Mortel
Vincent Murray
Charles Russell

31 Oct 2015 Pierces Pass to Victoria Falls lookout return Blue Mountains NP

The weather was mild if a little humid. Walk started at about 8:45 Morning tea 
just short of Burra Korain Flat on the river. All made the climb up to Victoria 
Falls, Meg waited there while the rest of the party went to the lookout and 
return. Lunch at the top of the falls. Returned back to Pierces Pass carpark at 
4:15pm with just a few drops of rain to cool us down. Good group that man-
aged the walk with no difficulty.

John Flint

Tracey Avolio
Rosemary 
MacDougal
Tony Murphy
Patricia Huang
Karen Darby
Meg Kwon

Have you seen the latest Colong 
Foundation Bulletin?

If not, you can download it from the  
Colong Foundation website at:
www.colongwilderness.org.au

http://www.colongwilderness.org.au/
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31 Oct 2015 Dalpura and Kamarah Canyons Blue Mountains NP

With more than 8 participants we split into two groups, with Rod and Neil tak-
ing the second group. The forecast was not great, with showers and possible 
storms forecast, but we did very well with the weather, as it held off until just 
before we returned from our second canyon.

The waratahs were out in force as we dropped down into Dalpura Creek, and 
we saw hundreds of them throughout the day. Dalpura Canyon was nice, with 
one short abseil, and an optional slippery second abseil that we did at the end 
for some extra practice. The water was still chilly, and the one waist deep wade 
was a bit of a shock.

After morning tea at the lookout over the Grose Valley, we headed up the road 
to Kamarah Canyon. Conditions were quite different, with the water levels in 
the few pools much lower, making for some new challenges. 

The wildflowers on the ridges on the way out were a delight, with lots of Irises, 
Isopogons, Boronias and Rush Lilies all in abundance.

Tom Brennan

Josette Squires
Ed Squires

P Members

Jon Bell
Paul O'Callaghan
Miriam Scarr

31 Oct 2015 Dalpura and Kamarah Canyons Blue Mountains NP

See above

Rod Wales

Jodie Dixon
Neil Soutar
Deborah Ng

P Members

Geoff Goodyer
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The latest edition of the  
Bushwalking NSW magazine is available for 

downloaded at:
http://www.bushwalkingnsw.org.au/

bushwalker-archives/

31 - 1 Nov 2015 Yalwal Morton NP

"It is magnificant": this is the comment from Andrew after both walks. There 
was something for everyone during the weekend: exploration of new area, 
scrambling up a dodgy pass, walking on top of cliffs with great views, discovery 
of the old mining area of Yalwal... and even for one of us a shopping trip to 
Nowra for shoes. Good to be able to cool off in Yarramunmun creek at the end 
of both days.

Vivien de Remy de 
Courcelles

Emmanuelle Convert
Michelle Rose
Petros Nikoloudis
Paul Barton

P Members

Andrew Price

Visitor

Justine de Remy de 
Courcelles

31 - 1 Nov 2015 Kedumba Valley Blue Mountains NP

A warm weekend of walking. The kangaroos and joeys were out in force at the 
old farm where we camped. Brumbys came to visit and could be heard trotting 
around at night. We enjoyed sitting on Lions Head and looking at the view. An 
very enjoyable weekend.

Angela Barton

Jose Correa

P Members

Margaret Baz

Can’t think of a walk to lead?
There are well over 1,000 overnight and extended trips outlined in the Historical Walks Database, 

found by logging in to the Members Area on our website and following the link to Historical 
Walks Record

www.sbw.org.au

Here you will find a list of all the overnight or extended walks run by the club from its inception 
to the present day. Look at the region you are interested in and see what walks have been done 

there in the past! 

Use this wonderful resource to help plan your next walk!
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After 30 years of remote walking tours, Russell Willis
turns his gaze towards the future
2016 will bring the 30th anniversary of the first tour I ran using
the name Willis’s Walkabouts. For me, this is a great motivation
to ensure 2016 is extra special.
For 30 years, I have been blessed in earning a living doing
something I love. I visited many wonderful places and met
many wonderful people. I have lived a life that many only dream
about.
Unfortunately, the price for continuing to run this business has
been an increasing amount of office work. I’ve had enough. It’s
time to concentrate on the things I truly enjoy rather than
paperwork.
Times change and so must Willis’s Walkabouts. I ran my first
ad in The Sydney Bushwalker  way back in 1989. But I am now
phasing out all my print advertising so this will be the last print
advert I run here. As such, I’d like to say thanks to all the
members of the Sydney Bushwalkers who have supported us
along the way.
The next phase is to consider what next. To celebrate 30 years,
I have created a list of the trips I most want to do and will focus
on running these over the next few years. I welcome any
expressions of interest from those who would like to join me.
The best way to find out about those trips is to sign up for my
free newsletter using the contact button on the website.
After that there’s the matter of succession. While Willis’s
Walkabouts will definitely continue to exist, it will need to do so
with far less of my involvement in the office work. I will,
however, continue to lead walks for as long as I continue to
enjoy it. And, of course, other walks will continue to be led by
my small, select team of guides.
Yours,
Russell Willis
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