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From the President
John Flint

After a warm May the chill has arrived, my long 
weekend walk to Namadgi had a dusting snow in 
the evening and water even inside the tent frozen 
solid by the morning. brrrr! Still the days have been 
glorious for walking and it is no longer cold puffing 
up those hills.

This month there are a few environmental matters 
to think about and consider. The horse control in 
KNP proposal has been covered in this journal and 
the submission period is still open.

Of new matters, two would be of interest of 
members.

Warragamba Dam

The state government has announced they plan to 
raise Warragamba Dam by 14 m for flood mitigation.  
https://www.nsw.gov.au/media-releases-premier/
reducing-flood-risk-western-sydney

While this is less than the previous proposal of 21m, 
it is still a concern to all of us as it will affect the 
areas we bushwalk in. There is very little information 
about this new proposal so what those effects will 
be are uncertain to me. An alternative to raising 
the dam wall is to reduce the normal capacity to 
85%, use the 15% capacity as flood mitigation 
and our very expensive desalination plant as water 
reserve. I’d urge members to become aware of the 
project and look to press bushwalker concerns to 
the government.

K2K track 

Dick Smith proposed a few years ago to upgrade 
the Kanangra to Katoomba track to become a 
“Great Walk” and promote it to local and overseas 
tourists. This fell away without much support and 
a host of environmental concerns as it is through a 
Wilderness Area.

The idea is back on the agenda with Dick supporting 
a new initiative. This time it does not seem to 
encompass the full hut and bridge over the Cox as 
in the past proposal, but is positioned as an upgrade 
to the existing track to provide some signage and 
address the degradation of the usual camping 
areas at Mobbs Soak and Dex creek. It is certainly 
true that Mobbs Soak has become overused and I 
wouldn’t describe camping there as a wilderness 
experience. So some management and remediation 
might be welcome. Still I can’t help but be a little 
skeptical about what the full intent and outcome 
of the proposal would eventually entail. The state 
government while seeming flush with funds is 
very reluctant to splash money about without an 
economic return. This might not accord with how 
conservationists and bushwalkers see the area used 
and preserved. 

On the plus side, clever Dick has engaged our Caro 
Ryan to progress the idea liaising with interests 
groups to see what the community wants and to 
identify what concerns there are. I have had a couple 
of very good chats with Caro, some of my fears have 
been addressed, but others linger. One thing was 
clear is that Caro has a very deep understanding 
of the issues and is looking to genuinely engage 
with all stakeholders and issues. It is a difficult job 
balancing all that but I am glad Caro has taken 
on the role, rather than less balanced consultant 
who might try to push a less consultative agenda 
through. In talking to a number of SBW members 
that are some quite strong and polarised views 
on the matter. Again I urge you to get informed, 
become engaged and look for some future articles 
on the K2K in our newsletters.

Committee

It is with regret to announce the resignation of our 
Secretary, Isabelle Moss and Vice President, John 
Kennett. The reasons can best be given as weariness 
with the ongoing issue that the committee has been 
dealing with over the last few years. Isabelle and 
John have been a huge help running the club over 
the years and will be sorely missed. We wish them 
well and no doubt meet on the track which is what 
we are all really about in this club.

Of course the club cannot continue without 
volunteers, and we will be looking for replacements, 
however at the moment I am inclined to hobble 
along with the rest of the committee till the issue is 
closer to resolution before actively tapping anyone 
to come on board. Do give it some thought though 
and seek out committee members to find out what 
might be involved.

As to the issues at hand, I expect a resolution soon. 
Hopefully without, but perhaps with some drama.

Mid Year Feast

A regular event on the calendar is the mid-year 
feast held at Kirribilli Neighborhood Centre on July 
20. It is a chance to catch up with members and 
get introduced to new members. Even if you are out 
walking a few times a month, over the course of a 
year you would have barely met a small proportion 
of club members. The event is well attended and 
Prospective members are most welcome.

https://www.nsw.gov.au/media-releases-premier/reducing-flood-risk-western-sydney
https://www.nsw.gov.au/media-releases-premier/reducing-flood-risk-western-sydney
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Conservation News
David Bell - Conservation secretary

Draft Wild Horse Management Plan – 
Kosciuszko National Park

NSW NPWS has released a draft Plan for public 
comment. The draft Plan can be downloaded at 
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/
protectsnowies/knp-wild-horse-plan-draft-160271.
pdf

It reviews and updates an existing Plan prepared 
back in 2008. The draft Plan has three objectives: 

To reduce the impacts of wild horses on the natural 
and cultural heritage values of Kosciuszko National 
Park by reducing the overall population of wild 
horses using a range of control measures.

To reduce and mitigate the risk of adverse wild horse 
interactions or incidents with park visitors and the 
public more generally.

To involve the community in the ongoing 
management of wild horses in Kosciuszko National 
Park through active participation in research, 
monitoring and control programs where possible.

NPWS proposes to reduce the wild horse population 
from 6000 to less than 3000 horses in five to 
10 years; and to reduce the population to 600 
(400–800) horses within 20 years though NPWS 
acknowledges this target could be achieved more 
rapidly.

A range of control measures including lethal 
measures are proposed. However, aerial shooting 
as a control measure has been ruled out. 

Bushwalking NSW, the peak body for bushwalkers 
in NSW and the ACT, has a policy for “removal of all 

feral horses from all the State’s natural areas”. 

The draft plan is on exhibition until 19 August 2016 
and it is proposed to lodge a submission (either by 
SBW or as part of a Bushwalking NSW submission). 
Member comments on the draft Plan are welcome 
and should be forwarded to conservation@sbw.org.
au by the end of June.

Biodiversity Legislation Review

The NSW Government has released a new draft 
Biodiversity Conservation Bill, a Local Land Services 
Amendment Bill, and information about proposed 
land clearing codes. The new legislation is intended 
to replace the Native Vegetation Act, Threatened 
Species Conservation Act, the Nature Conservation 
Trust Act and parts of the National Parks & Wildlife 
Act.

The package of legislation is on public exhibition till 
28 June 2016.

Many members will have concerns about the 
implications of the new legislation for biodiversity 
conservation in NSW and various environment NGOs 
have already released comments on the package 
– go to  http://www.edonsw.org.au/biodiversity_
legislation_review or  http://www.nature.org.au/
news/2016/05/baird-s-plan-to-gut-conservation-
laws-spells-disaster-for-nature-across-the-state/ or 
http://www.tec.org.au/na-latest-news.html 

Members are encouraged to become better informed 
about what is proposed and the legislative package 
itself can be found at https://www.landmanagement.
nsw.gov.au/

Social Program

Wed 20 July - SBW Midwinter Feast. Meet old friends or make new ones whilst enjoying food. Drinks 
provided, bring a plate. More details closer to the time.

Wed 17 August - West McDonnell Ranges - Henry Gold & David Rostron. This spectacular range 
extends for about 200km from Alice Springs. There are many impressive peaks and canyons and it is a 
photographer’s delight. Henry made 6 trips from early 70s and with Frank Rigby produced a book on the 
range with many great photos. David has led 7 trips since 1984. They have explored from Mt Sonder 
in the west to Simpsons Gap in the east. This presentation will have you rushing off to the McDonnells.

If you have any ideas for social events, contact Tracey Avolio: social@sbw.org.au 

All meetings are held at the Kirribilli Neighbourhood Centre, Fitzroy St Kirribilli and start at 7.35 pm. 
The KNC is within easy walking distance of Milson’s Point station.

http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/protectsnowies/knp-wild-horse-plan-draft-160271.pdf
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/protectsnowies/knp-wild-horse-plan-draft-160271.pdf
http://www.environment.nsw.gov.au/resources/protectsnowies/knp-wild-horse-plan-draft-160271.pdf
mailto:conservation@sbw.org.au
mailto:conservation@sbw.org.au
http://www.edonsw.org.au/biodiversity_legislation_review
http://www.edonsw.org.au/biodiversity_legislation_review
http://www.nature.org.au/news/2016/05/baird-s-plan-to-gut-conservation-laws-spells-disaster-for-nature-across-the-state/ or http://www.tec.org.au/na-latest-news.html 
http://www.nature.org.au/news/2016/05/baird-s-plan-to-gut-conservation-laws-spells-disaster-for-nature-across-the-state/ or http://www.tec.org.au/na-latest-news.html 
http://www.nature.org.au/news/2016/05/baird-s-plan-to-gut-conservation-laws-spells-disaster-for-nature-across-the-state/ or http://www.tec.org.au/na-latest-news.html 
http://www.nature.org.au/news/2016/05/baird-s-plan-to-gut-conservation-laws-spells-disaster-for-nature-across-the-state/ or http://www.tec.org.au/na-latest-news.html 
https://www.landmanagement.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.landmanagement.nsw.gov.au/
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Book Review: Anne McLeod, The Summit of Her 
Ambition. The spirited life of Marie Byles
Jim Smith

Note from the editor: Dr Jim Smith is the author 
of The Last of the Cox’s River Men, the life story 
of Sydney Bush Walkers club member Ben Esgate 
and a contributor to, and publisher of the hardcopy 
edition of, the Wilf Hilder Storybook (edited by 
Roger Treagus). He has written numerous books, 
articles and consultancy reports about historic 
Blue Mountains walking tracks and the Aboriginal 
people of the region. His next book is a history of 
the exploration of Balls Pyramid. 

In the April 2001 edition 
of The Sydney Bushwalker 
there was a “Request For 
Assistance” from Anne 
McLeod who was researching 
a biography of Marie Byles 
and wished to hear “from 
anyone with any first hand 
experience of Marie Byles, 
to assist her in fleshing 
out the story with personal 
anecdotes.”

Fifteen years later, Anne 
McLeod’s book has finally been published and is a 
moving and inspiring chronicle of the unconventional 
life of one of the best-known early members of the 
Sydney Bush Walkers Club.

Marie Byles’ achievements are well-known from a 
number of articles, and the film that was made on 
her life by Gillian Coote. She was the first practising 
female solicitor in New South Wales, a fighter for 
conservation, women’s rights and pacifism, was one 
of the first women to climb in the New Zealand Alps, 
including Mt Cook, and led a climbing expedition to 
China. She wrote hundreds of articles and had seven 
books published. Spiritual searching occupied most 
of her life, including long periods of meditation in 
the Australian bush, India, Nepal, Sri Lanka, Japan 
and Burma.

What I didn’t know until reading McLeod’s book was 
how her life seemed to be dogged by misfortune.

She apparently only fell in love once, with the 
writer Dymphna Cusack, but her feelings were not 
reciprocated, and she does not seem to have had 
another intimate relationship in her life. Despite 
the meticulous planning of her mountaineering 
trip in China, she failed to reach her goal due to 
bad weather. An injury to her feet was followed 
by botched surgery that put an end to her serious 
walking and climbing. In 1966 she was brutally 
bashed about the head and raped. Her head and 
foot injuries continued to cause her pain for the 
rest of her life. For decades she practised the 

Buddhist philosophy: ‘Accept suffering and suffering 
disappears’.

It seems strange that, after her lifetime of 
vegetarianism and active living, she died of bowel 
cancer. I couldn’t help thinking occasionally, as I 
read about Marie Byles’ life, of comparisons with 
the life of another prominent member of the Sydney 
Bush Walkers Club Wilf Hilder (1934-2011). When 
Wilf was diagnosed with prostate and bowel cancer, 
I asked him why he thought he had contracted this, 
as he had been a vegetarian for most of his life and 
been very active physically. He said, without any 
self-pity, that he thought it was due to all the stress 
he had experienced. He very rarely elaborated on 
this, but I learned from his sisters and other sources 
that he had been subjected to both physical and 
emotional abuse from his father, and a ‘Christian 
Brother’ at boarding school. He and his sisters were 
involved in prolonged court proceedings over their 
father’s will. While clearing vegetation from an 
historic track, he injured, and lost the sight of, one 
of his eyes. Wilf’s temperament was totally unsuited 
to both domestic and bureaucratic life. This led to 
divorce, estrangement from his children, frequent 
conflicts in his workplace and the breakdown of 
his last major partnership, with the late Gretel 
Woodward of the Sydney Bush Walkers Club. I 
wondered if the indomitable willpower of Marie 
Byles, in pushing her small body to great heights of 
physical achievement, and all the battles that she 
fought against prejudice and ignorance, had been 
sources of stress that eventually affected her health. 
Both Marie and Wilf never became embittered, and 
their cheerful and optimistic personalities are well 
remembered by older Club members.

A deep interest in spirituality was at the heart of their 
lives. When Ian Rannard and I went through Wilf’s 
vast collection of books we found many hundreds 
of volumes on religion and philosophy. Wilf and 
Marie at times adopted the practices of a number of 
faiths. Both went to Unitarian services and applied 
to join the Quakers. Wilf was accepted by the latter 
but Marie was rejected! Marie Byles found what she 
was looking for in Buddhism and Wilf discovered 
happiness and acceptance in the quasi-religious 
rituals of the community of Freemasons.

It is interesting to compare the reactions of Marie 
and Wilf to their cancer diagnosis. Marie decided 
to forego all forms of treatment, whereas Wilf 
tried every way to find a cure, with major surgery, 
radiation, chemotherapy and the adoption of a 
relentlessly positive outlook. Marie did not want her 
senses dulled by drugs at the end, as she wished to 
fully experience the moment of death. Poor Wilf was 
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totally ‘spaced out’ on ‘palliative care’ medications 
when he died.

Marie Beuzeville Byles died at the age of 80 on 
21 November 1979. Dot Butler, in the obituary 
she wrote in The Sydney Bushwalker of January 
1980, wondered whether there could have been 
any significance in the fact that she died exactly 13 
years to the day after her savage assault.

I never met Marie Byles, but learned some 
things about her from Wilf’s memories of their 
conversations. (Wilf was interviewed by Anne 
McLeod during her research). I was surprised to find 
in Wilf’s archives a number of personal documents, 
letters, papers and books of Marie Byles (these were 
deposited in the Mitchell Library, along with the rest 
of Wilf’s papers). I discovered more about her when 
I read through Wilf’s collection of back issues of The 
Sydney Bushwalker, for the quality of her writing 
really stood out from the majority of articles in the 
magazine, which were of ephemeral interest only.

It is no reflection on Anne McLeod’s fine book that 
the autobiographical and environmental journalism 
of Marie Byles, and indeed her contribution to 
bushwalking history, is not covered in as much 
detail as her spiritual pilgrimages. McLeod has 
concentrated on her own areas of interest in 
explaining the role of Buddhism in Marie’s life, 
and her work in the legal profession, but has still 
left much unsaid about her passion for the bush. I 
believe it would be an appropriate mark of respect 
for Marie Byles to publish a collection of her selected 
articles on bushwalking topics. It is not likely that 
any of Marie Byles’ books will ever be republished, 
as these have dated, however her environmental 
writings have enduring value.

In reading through Wilf’s back issues of The Sydney 
Bush Walker Annual, The Sydney Bushwalker, 
Walks and Talks (the magazine of the Bush Club) 
and the Federation of Bushwalking Clubs’ annual 
The Bush Walker I have located about 40 articles 
(and some excellent poetry) by Marie (some under 
her pen-name of ‘Bona Dea’). Many of these would 
enlighten and delight today’s readers. If there are 
members of The Sydney Bush Walkers Club who 
are willing to help locate Marie’s other writings 
(for example I have not seen the first eight years 
of The Sydney Bushwalker) and help with their 
digitisation, I am willing to edit and arrange for the 
publication of Selected Writings on Bushwalking 
and the Environment by Marie Byles (working title). 
Although her articles in The Sydney Bushwalker will 
eventually be accessible on the Internet, when the 
Club’s project of digitisation of the back issues is 
completed, they will have much more value when 
put into their historical and biographical context in 
an edited collection. Could anyone who is willing to 
help write to me at 65 Fletcher Street Wentworth 
Falls, 2782?

What did Marie Byles consider was the “grandest 
and best” of all her bushwalks? The answer, in the 

article below, may surprise you.

My First Bush Walk.

From Walks and Talks, number 13, March 1959.

It was in the tiny Isle of Man in the middle of the 
Irish Sea, where pussy cats have no tails, and people 
called Manxman are governed by a House of Keys, 
and have for their Coat of Arms, a Three Legged 
Creature. In May time the brooks are bordered with 
primroses, and on Mother’s birthday Nanna took us 
for a walk before breakfast to gather a basket-full of 
them to wish her “Many Happy Returns”.

I was six years old, and I knew that fairies really 
existed, although some of my friends were not so 
sure because they were not in the Bible book like 
angels were. But more than fairies I wanted very 
much to see that Three Legged Creature really 
alive. Then one day, alone on the beach I did see 
him. He was exactly like the Coat of Arms; he was 
alive and he moved and had three legs. Nanny said 
that he must have been a star fish, but he wasn’t 
because he had three legs and he walked. He was 
a really truly!

Young brother was more interested in motor cars 
than fairies, and on the Isle of Man there are motor 
races all round the island, and you must not cross 
the road at all then, for they simply shriek along--
perhaps 25 miles an hour someone said--and they 
are very very dangerous!

But the most exciting thing of all was one afternoon 
when Father said we could climb Snaefell Peak. It is 
a huge huge, dark dark mountain in the middle of 
the island, and the map says it is 2030 feet high. 
It is the highest mountain I have ever seen. We 
left Mother and Nanna behind to look after the little 
ones, and Father and I set out. We left the cottages 
behind, and the primrose--bordered brooks, and it 
was very lonely, and the mountain was very dark 
and very high. We went up and up and up, but we 
did not quite reach the top.

And now, when I read these lines of Matthew Arnold1 
it is still that mountain that I see:

“Thin, thin the pleasant human noises grow;
and faint the city gleams;
Rare the lone pastoral huts: marvel not thou!
The solemn peaks but to the stars are known,
But to the stars, and the cold lunar beams:
Alone the sun arises, and alone
Spring the great streams.”

That was my first bush walk and it was the grandest 
and best of them all!

Marie Byles.

1 Note by the author. Marie quotes below the third 
verse of ‘In utrumque paratus’ from The Strayed 
Reveller, and Other Poems, first published 1849. 
Arnold (1822-1888), was a Professor of poetry at 
Oxford University.
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SBW Magazine Project Update
Geoff Goodyer

Following on from John Kennett’s article in the March 
2016 edition of the magazine, here are some of the 
more memorable stories and quotes from some of 
the old club magazines.

June 1946 “At the last Field Weekend, not one 
Prospective arose early to provide breakfast in bed 
for Members. Even the leader had to rely upon a 
visiting male’s female for this meagre comfort. Is 
this constitutional?”

December 1991 “Forget about the map and compass; 
a Japanese electrical company is now marketing a 
battery operated Global Direction Finder. Named 
PYXIS, (any relation to pixies?) the manufacturers 
claim it will “tell you the distance and direction to 
your destination... display your path from point of 
departure to current position. It is accurate to within 
less than 100 metres... weighs 590 grams and has a 
detachable antenna unit.”

It seems all this is achieved because pixie, sorry 
- PYXIS, is linked to 24 satellites worldwide, and 
has a 4 channel receiver which uses the nearest 4 
satellites to give you a position reading. Just enter 
the required data and away you go! The price wasn’t 
mentioned - it might be an inhibiting factor...”

April 1946 There had been debate within the 
club regarding a fitting tribute to bushwalkers 
who had died in the war. It had been decided to 
recommend to the Federation the creation of a park 
on Narrow Neck Peninsula. One regular magazine 
correspondent, “Mumdebah”, wrote an article in 
support of a different memorial.

He wrote that “a small portion of land on the 
approaches of Narrow Neck with its poor, stunted 
and scraggy vegetation is a bleak, stony, dreary 
soil-eroded spot to create a Memorial Park and 
not a fitting tribute to the memory of our fallen 
comrades”. He went on to say “I can think of no 
more fitting place than Splendour Rock on Mount 
Dingo as it commands all the Cox River country 
where the boys loved to roam so well. The Rock is 
centrally situated in the proposed Blue Mountains 
National Park and should by virtue of its position 
remain in the primitive state. As one gazes upon the 
peaceful scene, the presence of the tablet should 
well turn one’s thoughts to a little meditation on 
the fact that our boys gave their lives to help in 
the great struggle so that we to-day are free from 
domination of a foreign power.”

November 1946 “You have heard Roley on women 
of course? “Two men to every woman, lads, etc., 
etc.”... but there’s another side to the story. There 
he was on the Walgon - the old dog for the hard 
road. Three women in the crowd, and every one 

of them in his food party! Need we explain that his 
pack weighed 101bs., that he fried not one single 
chop; nor stirred one single billy; yes, nor washed 
one single plate?” P.S. 101bs = 45.8kgs!

Paddy Pallin has advertised in the magazine since 
the very early days. The first advertisement I could 
find was in edition 4 (Christmas, 1931). Sometimes 
his advertisements were more of a general camping 
guide or just a description of what was happening 
in his back yard. Sometimes it had titles like “That 
Man Again...” or “What Paddy Says...”

During WW2 stocks were limited. In June 1944 
Paddy’s monthly column ended with “Paddy still 
manages to get a little camp gear through. Come 
up and see him sometime.”

By February 1946 things were looking a bit better 
and his ad said:

“Stock position.
Rucksacks without frames O.K.
Groundsheets and cape groundsheets O.K.
Framed rucksacks and sleeping bags, supplies 
sometime February, date to be determined.”

In December 1946 his column was titled “What’s 
Paddy Got Now?” and began:

“Paddy is pleased to report that things are gradually 
improving. Here’s how things stand. Let’s get the 
bad news out of the way first....” and proceeded to 
state no steel frame rucksacks as the “steel tubing 
which was due to arrive months ago is still on the 
wharf at Adelaide. Hence no steel tubing.” Most 
other items were in stock.

The December 1946 advertisement also contained 
this unusual item:

“Housewives. Light and compact. Wools, thread, 
needles, buttons and thimble. Price 6d.”

By June 1949 the stock shortages were long 
forgotten and Paddy was importing and selling 
European ski gear along with Australian ski gear 
and his own Paddymade items.

On Christmas Day, 1950 his factory in George Street 
burnt down. He opened a new workshop-factory at 
623 Harris Street, Ultimo in May 1952.

Easter 1928, the first descent of Clear Hill completed 
by Frank Duncan, Jack Debert and E Austen after 
previous unsuccessful attempts by Myles Dunphy 
and others. At that time there was no known way 
to descend off Narrow Neck, the only route to the 
Megalong Valley, Wild Dogs and Cox River being via 
Nellies Glen or Devils Hole.
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Frank Duncan noted that “in other countries people 
make first ascents. In Australia, which is a topsy-
turvy country, we make first descents instead.”

The last 50 feet of the climb down involved 
descending a chimney-like crack. Frank Duncan 
later said:

“The charm and grandeur of the unspoilt bush still 
clings to Clear Hill, but now someone with more 
ingenuity than poetry in his nature has fixed a rope-
ladder for the convenience of weaklings down the 
one bit of real climbing on our original route. The 
Philistines, I fear, will yet put an escalator up Mount 
Cook and a lift up Kanchenjunga!”

January 1952 The Federation has written to the 
Under Secretary for Lands requesting that portions 
of Parish of Megalong, comprising the tops of Mount 
Solitary, Ruined Castle and Narrow Neck Peninsula 
be resumed as a Primitive Area, or failing that, be 
declared Reserves for Public Recreation. Some of 
the Portions are now lapsed Mining Leases, and are 
at present reserved for classification. The Federation 
has sought the support of Blue Mountains City 
Council, the Wild Life Preservation Society and the 

Parks and Playgrounds Movement.

June 1952 Paddy Pallin was told by locals about a 
nearby gorge:

“Ettrema it’s called, it’s terrific, you can’t get into 
it - cliffs for miles, and if you get in you won’t get 
out. Give it a miss or you will finish up breaking your 
ruddy necks.”

In 1952 a party of six, including Paddy, decided 
that it was something that had to be explored. 
They had no maps but had managed to get some 
aerial survey photographs and using a stereoscope 
identified two possible means of access. As Wal 
Roots tells is, “there was a point here which had 
distinct possibilities and if that failed, this creek was 
a cinch. So we have two new names for the maps of 
the future - Point Possibility and Cinch Creek”.

Also in the party was Paul Howard who identified a 
possible route out the other side of the gorge - you 
can find the name “Howards Pass” on today’s maps. 
Those names are on the map today. Somehow the 
exit identified by Wall Roots (“Roots’ Route”) didn’t 
make it on to the maps.

New members
The committee approved the following new members at the March meeting:

Sue Hailstone

Ralph Meyers

Patsy Quealy

Have you seen the latest Colong 
Foundation Bulletin?

If not, you can download it from the  
Colong Foundation website at:
www.colongwilderness.org.au

The latest edition of the  
Bushwalking NSW magazine is available for 

downloaded at:
http://www.bushwalkingnsw.org.au/bushwalker-

archives/

http://www.colongwilderness.org.au/
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Emmanuelle Convert

Leaders: After the activity, please fill in the google form on the SBW website here.  Email your photos to   
editor@sbw.org.au

Please keep the signature sheet as this is a legal document. If you want your report to be published as an 
article, email the report and any photos (jpeg or tiff format) to editor@sbw. org.au. 

Walks and Activities Report

Can’t think of a walk to lead?
There are well over 1,000 overnight and extended trips outlined in the Historical Walks Database, found 

by logging in to the Members Area on our website and following the link to Historical Walks Record

www.sbw.org.au

Here you will find a list of all the overnight or extended walks run by the club from its inception to the 
present day. Look at the region you are interested in and see what walks have been done there in the past! 

Use this wonderful resource to help plan your next walk!

1 May 2016 Sassafras Gully Blue Mountains NP

The trip went in reverse order. As we were doing good time and the weather 
was pleasant we decided to extend the trip. At Perch Ponds, instead of return-
ing to the station along Sassafras Gully, we went up to the Lost World Lookout. 
This added about 2 hours to the walk and an additional +/- 200 metres.

Calogero Panvino

Elicia O'Reilly
Isabelle Moss
Terry Moss
Philippa Smith
Amanda Mallon

P Members

Darren Lyons
Fionnuala Baynes

3 May 2016 Manly to Balmoral Sydney Harbour NP

The best walk on Sydney Harbor in brilliant weather and great company. With 
a low tide .2 meters the route to Chinamans Beach was easy.

Don Andrews

Steven Watson 
Gordon Jagger

6 May 2016 Cliffs, Pagodas and Ravines NW of Koopartoo – Part 2 Wollemi NP Yuri Bolotin

Daryl Watson

7 May 2016 Temple of Doom, Lost Ark Point and Indiana Gorge Newnes SF Yuri Bolotin

Ian Starkey
Linda Starkey
Damon de Costa

P Members

Visitor

Allen Shrimpton
Clare Shrimpton
Jann van der Meer

http://sbw.org.au/walk-reporting
mailto:editor%40sbw.%20org.au?subject=
http://www.sbw.org.au/
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7 May 2016 Sublime Point Blue Mountains NP

Modified route - omitted Miners Pass because it was unlikely we would get up 
Sublime Point before dark. Light smoke haze compromised the usually stun-
ning views. Interesting navigation down the maze of spurs to the Kedumba 
River. As an exercise, people were invited to try compass and map but we fre-
quently had to resort to the GPS. Lot of huff and puff ascending to Lindemans 
Pass before the enthralling and fun climb up Copeland Pass. Good group, good 
day, some very strong and competent Prospectives.

John Kennett

Hew App Rees
Angela Barton
Mike Barton
Jon Bell
Jim Collier
Carley Finn
Geoff Goodyer
Cathy Hui
Penny Pang
Sally Reynolds
Michelle Rose

P Members

David Chan
Caroline Houghton
Ian Houghton
Fausto Pastro
Ben Vance
Lucy Xiao

7 - 8 May 2016 Canoe Flat and surrounds Morton NP

See Bill Raffle's article in May magazine

Melinda Turner

John Flint
Bill Raffle
Gilda Floyd
Michael Floyd

8 May 2016 Waterfall to Otford via Burning Palms Royal NP

Nigel Weaver was ill and could not come, so we could not do his originally-
planned exploratory Illawarra Escarpment Walk. We changed plans and did the 
16 km Waterfall to coast walk, in very nice walking conditions. The rain held off 
all day, just a few leeches, and a good time was had by all.

Richard Darke

Glenn Draper
David Bell
Lucy Moore
Pam Campbell
Tammi Safi
Rob Schroettner

12 May 2016 Perry's / Govetts Circuit Blue Mountains NP

A beautiful fresh day in the mountains. The strong breeze had blown all the 
smog away and it was lovely and clear. Parked cars at Perrys and then a brisk 
pace back to Pulpit Rock turn-off. A quick morning tea and look at the views at 
Pulpit Rock and then onto Govetts for main morning tea by 11.00am. 

Lunch at Junction Rock at 12.45pm and then onto Blue Gum. Everyone was 
keen as mustard when we reached at the bottom of Perrys at 2.20pm - 10 
minutes before estimated time!

Despite the relentless climb everyone is back at the cars by 3.25pm - great ef-
fort - and back in Blackheath for coffee by 4.00pm.

Robyn Christie

Rosemary 
MacDougal
Richard Darke
Stephen Dolphin

Visitors

Nicola Le Couteur 
(Bush Club)
Margaret Nay (Bush 
Club)
Doreen Payne (Bush 
Club)
Jim Romanowski

http://www.sbw.org.au/content_common/pg-sbw-first-aid.seo
http://www.bushwalk.com
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14 May 2016 Blue Gum Forest Blue Mountains NP

ahem.. now how do I write this?... a member forgot his pack!... may need re-
educating at Centennial Park.

At least he remembered the attendance forms for his walk.

Other than that, the walk was great - perfect autumn sunshine with beautiful 
morning views of the Grose valley.There was the expected challenge of the yo-
yo from Du Faur Head to Perrys Lookdown - and it didn't disappoint

And the were the beautiful yellow/orange colours of the late afternoon sun on 
the sandstone cliff walls.

Tim Sutherland

Chris Dowling 
Alexa Bullen
Huw ap Rees
Frances Bottrell
Angela Barton
Mike Barton
Sue Healey
Melanie Freer

P Members

Ian Houghton
Caroline Houghton
Scott Abercrombie

Visitor

TS Nopak
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14 May 2016 Explorers Brook Blue Mountains NP

We started the walk around 8:15 and reached our turn off point into the brook 
via a detour to Mt Banks at grid ref 588-793 around 11:30. The descent into 
the brook was steep and required negotiating out way through fairly thick 
shrubs, rock formations and an overhanging cave near the brook. Walking 
through the brook was relatively easy and spectacular with an amazing variety 
of environments. Around 2pm we stopped at 570-790, blocked by a deep pool 
just before the brook takes a sharp turn north. We retraced our steps for about 
300 metres and climbed out via another fairly steep ridge. We returned to Mt 
Banks car park around 16:45. Two people dropped off early on due to fitness 
concerns and equipment failure.

Bruno De Villenoisy

Stephen Dolphin
Peter Marshall
Petros Nikoloudis
Sally Reynolds
Sue Tiller

P Members

Fionnuala Baynes
Michele Deason
Darren Lyons
Vignesh Manimuthu
Doug O'Brien

15 May 2016 Watagan Trail Heaton SF

As we arrived we saw a notice put on the track entance saying track closed. 
Checked national park web site mentioned the area closed is Watagan NP a day 
before. The walk is located at Heaton State Forest. No idea the track is closed 
& not mentioned on the website. Only 4 of us. Changed to walk other direction 
of the Watagan track walk. Descend & ascend 200m but short. 1 of the member 
left after this short track. 3 of us continued to explore the area. Still can see the 
view of Eastern coast & Hunter valley. Walk 12km at the end.

rosetta lee

Jodie Dixon
Catharina Muller

P Member

Verica Sekulic

15 May 2016 Introductory Abseiling Workshop Wahroonga Rocks

We had a large group (10) of enthusiastic new abseilers enjoying a beautiful 
if somewhat smoky autumn day on the crags at Wahroonga Rocks. Everyone 
got the basics sorted quickly, and we moved on to the bigger cliffs, with a few 
trickier abseils towards the end. The prusiking resulted in plenty of grunting 
and groaning, and a good number of people came back for a second dose!

Thanks to Simon, Jon, Ed and Andy for all of their work setting up, belaying and 
coaching everyone throughout the day.

Tom Brennan

Jon Bell
Andy Ojong
Simon Hager
Ed Squires
Dan Dan Shao
Jo Daly
Karen Kool
Melanie Freer

P Members

Emma Simpson
Alex Alperovich
Tapaleena 
Bhattacharjee
Vaasugi Velmurugu
David Pender 
Winnie Chui
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15 May 2016 Maroubra Beach to Watsons Bay Eastern Suburbs

A perfect day for a walk with lots of great views - the weather was warmer 
than expected with no wind. The morning light was ideal for taking pictures, so 
we did take our time on our way to Watson Bay, with lots of stops and coffee 
breaks. We saw a beautiful macaw near Dover Heights (probably a runaway 
pet) and took the ferry from Watsons Bay just in time for watching the sunset 
in Sydney harbour.

Diana Porta

Cathy Hui
Virginia Waller
Jaimey Foti
Jo Rhoden

P Members

Liz Mackay
Janet Hanson
Lucy Xiao
Peter Kunda

17 May 2016 Manly to Collaroy Walking Coastal Sydney

A stunning coastal walk in brilliant weather and in good company.

Don Andrews

Susie Prescott
Tim Yewdall
Christine McColl
Bruce Worthington

P Member

Marie O'Connell

21 May 2016 Wild Dog Mountains Blue Mountains NP

Enjoyable walk, good group, no dramas. Warm sunny day with some smoke 
haze from a hazard reduction burn near Katoomba. 

The Wild Dog Mountains need a big drink. Between Carlon Creek and the base 
of the ridge which we ascended west of Cattle Dog Ridge there were only 2 
pools of water in Breakfast Creek. Later in the day we descended into upper 
Breakfast Creek via the ridge west of Glenmedlow Gully and saw more pools of 
water, but the whole area is very dry.

Chris Dowling

Tim Sutherland
Karen Kool
David Angell
Suzanne Gapps
Jo Daly
Sue Tiller

P Member

Antony Milch

SBW members are eligible for Free Paddy Pallin Club membership.
Mention the Paddy Pallin ad in this newsletter and they will honor this offer!

http://www.paddypallin.com.au/
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21 May 2016 Victoria Falls - Pierces Pass Blue Mountains NP

Great day out with beautiful weather and views from Rigby Hill.

Frances Bottrell

Nicola Piper
Helen MacDonald
John Robb
Alexa Bullen
Paul Ma

21 - 22 May 2016 NAV101 Kanangra Kanangra-Boyd NP

It was a cold and clear Friday night at Boyd Crossing, Saturday dawned fine 
and clear with a fire in a steel ring to cheer the party. After an hour or more 
of navigation talk at the shelter shed we were ready to go but then Isabelle 
decided to weigh the packs there were some outstanding weights at both ends 
of the range. The prospective members took turns at leading the party with fre-
quent stops for more explanations, this was the routine all weekend. A couple 
of times the party was split into three groups with Terry and Glenn looking after 
a group each. The camp at Queen Pin Gully is a delight and water was running 
in the creek. A glider was spotted on Saturday night. The country was looking 
wonderful, lots of birds and a wallaby or two as well. A great weekend with a 
very happy and talkative team with lots of banter around the campfire. Thanks 
everybody for helping the walk go well with a particular mention to Terry and 
Glenn for help with the navigation instruction.

Don Finch

Lisa Sheldon
Isabelle Moss
Terry Moss
Glenn Draper

P Members

Jacquie Keatinge
Peter Christensen
Andrew Duncanson
Patsy Quealy
Catherine Myson
Amanda Bray

21 - 22 May 2016 Wild Dogs Blue Mountains NP

The party left Dunphy's Car Park on the last of the warm sunny Saturday's of 
the long Indian Summer. Hazard burn smoke gave the sky a bronze tint. After 
descending Tin Pot Hill the party spent the rest of the day on the Cox's River. 
Some black snakes were still active. The river was so low that wading was not 
mandatory. The camp at blue Dog Bend had a near full moon. Some wild dogs 
were heard during the night. The next morning we climbed Blue Dog Buttress 
and enjoyed the views from Cattle Dog Ridge, then descended to Breakfast 
Creek and out via Hobbles Spur.

Chris Birch

Owen Kimberley
Tim Hager
Skye O'Donnell
Aaron Smith

P Member

Peter Kunda

Walk updates

Don’t forget to check the Short Notice Activities bulletin for any amendments to the quaterly 
program such as changes in walk dates. 

Many walks that go into the walks program are planned weeks or months ahead and unforeseen 
circumstances can arise in the meantime affecting walk details and dates. 
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22 May 2016 Mt White to Joll's Bridge Popran National Park

Popran National Park is just north of Hawkesbury River, and to the west of the 
Newcastle Expressway. It is rarely visited, but has some fabulous scenery, es-
pecially near the river. Our party set out from the Pacific Highway south of Mt 
White, and followed a fire trail for three kilometres to a point where we started 
the long off-track section. We climbed to the top of Cascade Ridge which we 
then followed to the high clifftops at the southern end. From here we enjoyed 
spectacular views over Hawkesbury River as well as Bar Point, Milson Island, 
and even the Peats Ferry area. We than followed the ridge in an easterly di-
rection through fairly open woodland, and eventually started the steep and 
scrubby descent to the bottom of Cascade Gully, making our way through thick 
bush in places, and manoeuvering down six or seven dicey cliff lines. It was 
tough going. We got to the gully base, and then did the rough ascent of the 
east side of the gully, once again working our way up through several cliff lines, 
this time laced with caves. There was much less scrub on this ascent. At the top 
we enjoyed more fabulous vistas of the river, and at one rocky outcrop we were 
able to look down on the wreck of HMAS Parramatta. We then made our way 
southwards through the bush just in from the rocky cliff tops, enjoying further 
panoramic views of the river as we went. Finally we reached the expressway, 
worked our way under Joll's Bridge, and descended to the Pacific Highway to 
finish our trip. Overall it was a very rough and rugged walk, with plenty of spec-
tacular scenery along the way. Photos by Javad Adeli.

Nigel Weaver

Roger Treagus
Mike Barton
Angela Barton
Jodie Dixon
David Trinder
Mindy Gu
Genevieve Saville
Petros Nikoloudis
Penny Pang
Jenny Stephens
Michael Bickley
Michelle Rose
Melinda Long

P Members

Annette Comerford
Javad Adeli
Dan Dan Shao
Gail Mackenzie

25 May 2016 McPherson Traverse McPherson State Forest

More wonderful autumn weather. Lots of exploring, several important art sites. 
Many eyes saw motifs I had not seen before, while Michael found yet another 
stone tool which we left in situ. A bonus, disturbed an owl eating a native 
mouse for lunch in the Pollack Cave, so called for its extraordinary array of 
colours running down the walls. Fairly tough traverse to the Kangaroo Gallery, 
and then to the cars in late afternoon.

John Kennett

Genevieve Savill
Bruce Worthington
Sally Reynolds

P Members

Irine Kay
Patsy Quealy
Julie-Anne Murphy

Visitors

Michael Keats (OAM)
Paul Cook

28 - 29 May 2016 Red Rocks Gardens of Stone NP, Wollemi NP

An excellent walk with superb views of the mountains plus a 5 star camp site.

David Carmichael

Alan Osland
Clive Roberts

Visitors

Colin Halpin
Chu Halpin
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28 - 29 May 2016 Ettrema Plateau Morton NP

Tributary of Moore Ck was followed to cliffline. Camped on a rock platform. Cool 
windy night. Enjoyable wilderness camp by the fire. Next day we explored short 
section of Cinch Ck where we found a camp cave for future exploratory trips. 
Thanks to Melinda and Stephen for their good company.

Paul Barton

Melinda Turner
Stephen Dolphin

29 May 2016 Mangrove Valley Walk Dharug National Park

Our party had ideal fine and mild walking conditions for this walk in an unusual 
area along the eastern fringes of Dharug National Park, north of Sydney. At 
the start of the walk we crossed Mangrove Creek with no trouble at all, and 
then went along the fire trail northwards, following the creek through attractive 
forest to a wide grassy clearing which was great for a morning break. Further 
northwards along the valley we visited an abandoned farmhouse, a well-kept 
cemetery from the 1800s, and finally followed another fire trail up Dubbo Gully 
to the cars that we had stationed at the top. We rounded off this very pleasant 
day with coffee and and other drinks at the Mangrove Mountain cafe.

Nigel Weaver

Glenn Draper
Michael Bickley
Michelle Rose
Petros Nikoloudis
Margaret Weaver

P Members

Brendon Bussey
Rita Bussey
Purusartha Karki
Marivic Galinato
Elizabeth Powell
Phillip Powell
Rachele Rugiero

29 May 2016 Classic Mount Solitary Loop Blue Mountains NP

This is another one of my favourite routes I walked in Blue Mountains National 
Park, with forest, several creeks (such as Leura and Jamison) and river (Ke-
dumba) crossing, a big climb of 800 meters (from River to the summit of Mt 
Solitary) and several ups and downs (“triple” yoyo over all, +/-2000meters ). 
After posting short notice activity, I received seven responses including two 
prospective members, four full members and one visitor, which were the limit 
of eigth I expected. The visitor dropped out two days early due to work reason 
and one prospective member who just joined SBW recently dropped out on 
Saturday night because she was advised not taking “hard” walk for the first 
time with SBW. Six of us made a good party. We started walk at 8:00 AM (at 
Katoomba Oval), along the Furber Steps, Federal Pass, Dardenells Pass, Leura 
Forest, 10:40 AM at Jamison Creek for 5 minutes early morning tea, 12:20 PM 
at Kedumba River for 20 minutes big morning tea, 13:40 PM at the Eastern 
Col for 30 minutes lunch, 15:30 PM on Summit of Mt Solitary, 17:00 PM at the 
campground of Ruined Castle Ridge, 17:40 PM at the bottom of Golden Stairs 
and 18:40 PM at the bottom of Scenic World. All of us safely arrived at Katoom-
ba Oval by 19:10PM with smileon our face. The super fit prospective member 
who is ultra trail marathon (45KM-100KM) runner, of course completed his first 
walk (Q) very well. Thanks all of you for your great accompany.

Peter Cai

Huw Ap Rees
Cathy Hui
Stanley Wong
Bruno De Villenoisy

P Members

Gavin Judd
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29 May 2016 Malaita Point Abseil Blue Mountains NP

Everyone was wearing pretty much all the clothes they had at the start of the 
day! Thankfully the breeze died fairly quickly, and it was a beautiful, clear, but 
cold day abseiling the 7 pitches down Malaita Point into the Jamison Valley. 
Rod's group was much faster than mine, so was doing laps on the last abseil as 
they waited for us to arrive and have lunch. Many of the clothes then came off 
for the march up Furber Steps. Thanks to Rod for leading a second group, al-
lowing many people who would otherwise have missed out to come along, and 
to the experienced abseilers in both groups for their help.

With a fair bit of daylight still left, a smaller group of us went looking for the 
Wall of Africa and Kilimanjaro abseils, over near the Devils Hole. Kilimanjaro 
proved a tester for almost everyone, with an exposed start and massive over-
hang. I think everyone enjoyed it - once they got going!

Tom Brennan

Jon Bell
Jo Squires
Ed Squires
Geoff Goodyer
Melanie Freer
Rod Wales
Marcia Kaye
Gourav Bhaduri
Sheila Zaman
Angela Barton
Karen Kool
Scott Lee

P Members

Winnie Chui
Alex Alperovich
David Mason

31 May 2016 North Head Circuit Sydney Harbour NP

Another great half day walk with fantastic views. And reminders of wars and 
early migration. The company was even better. The weather was good till we 
got nearly to Collins Flat Beach when it bucketed down. We didn't have time for 
lunch when we got back to the Wharf as the ferry was waiting.

Don Andrews

Steve Watson
Suzi Prescott
Barry Murdock
Bruce Worthington
Lynn Dabbs
Gordon Jagger
Karen Brading

Visitor

Kate Murdock

Registration is closing Thursday 23 June Midnight.
A late fee will apply after this date
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