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From the President
John Flint

It has been a long hot summer, I hope everyone
has enjoyed some alternative types of walks and
activities that at least offer the opportunity to cool
down. Take care all and be sure of the water supplies
and fire danger wherever you go. Autumn is not that
far off, the program looks good and is my favourite
time for bush walking, though can’t promise it will
be cooling down much.
Along with Autumn, March is the upcoming AGM,
the main purpose of which is to accept the financial
report and to elect new office holders. I have had
two years in the President’s chair and over three
year on the committee so I will be passing the baton
to a new leader. It has been a fulfilling time for me
with a very competent group on the committee
over that time with initiatives started and some
actually accomplished. One that would have to be
in the started category (and for those who work in
technology one that is never truly finished) is work on
the website, membership and internet interactivity.
We now have almost all walks submissions and walk
reports submitted electronically via a form and the
integrated program combines seasonal and short
notice walks. Members may note that the 2016
budget was underspent by a significant sum and this
was due to plans for additional functionality for the
website being getting second priority to the everyday
activities of keeping the club ruling smoothly. What
I realised during the year is that it is very difficult

for the committee to maintain momentum on new
or improved applications as everyone is busy on
their own functions. If you recognise this as a call
for help, then you are right! The members of the
committee plus a number of others have built up a
picture of what technology the club needs to make
it easier for members to book and get on walks as
well as simplify the administrative activities of the
committee and walk leaders. What we lacked was
a person that would be able to take the lead and
coordinate the implementation of those ideas. The
club has many members that are tech savvy or
have experience running project. We would like to
have you on board to be a project leader. This would
suit either a technical lead or a project management
leader. There would be a great deal of satisfaction to
be the person that can be the one to put a system
in place that some many members have thought
about or mentioned we need. Put your hand up by
contacting me or any member of the committee.
As this will be my last President’s report, I would
like to thank all the members for their support, also
to the leaders that had let me on their walks despite
the late requests, one of the small perks of being
on committee! Of course and importantly very
special thanks for the committee members past and
present that have helped me in running the club of
the last few years. It has been an honour.

New members
The committee approved the following new members at the February meeting:

Irene Kay
David Mason
Robert Betos
Peter Christensen
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SBW 2016 Activities in review
Richard Patisson

SBW has about 750 members, we all joined to
enjoy bushwalking with like-minded people. Unless
selfless members volunteer their time and effort to
lead activities, we don’t have a club. Let’s review
the 2016 activities.
In 2016, 524 activities were submitted to the
Activities Secretaries, 65% (345) were on the
quarterly programme, while 35% (179) were
through the short notice email. The Short Notice
email accounted for 24% in 2014, so there is
a definite trend towards the more spontaneous
submission. I predict that proportion will continue
to grow, especially as the Activities Secretaries have
streamlined the weekly email process and integrated
with the quarterly online programme.
Of the 524 activity submissions, 39 were cancelled
(7%), reports were received for 450 activities while
35 still have outstanding report submissions, so we
have no way of knowing if those trips went ahead,
or who/how many members participated.
Activities Summary:

related… more single trip active members increases
participation rates, but decreases average trips.
2014

2015

2016

2016
vs.
2015
616 +15%

Active Members
515
535
Total Participation
2,775 3,090 3,270
(Members)
Visitors
92
266
192
Avg. Trips/Member
5.4
5.8
5.3
Median Trips/Member
3
3
3
Average Group Size
7.8
7.6
7.6

+6%
-28%
-9%
0%
0%

The most likely participation rate is one trip per year
with 35% of the 616 active members. The average
across the club is 5.3 trips per member for the year,
which is inflated by the 7 members undertaking 3+
activities per month. It’s interesting to review the
leadership rates by participation rate, the more a
member walks the more likely they are to lead trips.
There are 41 members that average one walk per
month but have not yet led an activity.

450 walk reports were received; we will focus on these
activities that we know did take place. There was a
5% increase of activities, driven by o/n walks. For
Prospective members, there was more opportunity
to qualify for full membership with an additional
19% Q walks. And for personal development, an
additional 4 days of skills workshops.
2014

2015

2016 2016 vs.
2015

Activities
Day Walks
O/N Walks
Long W/E Walks
Extended Trips

364
271
55
22
16

429
319
60
24
26

450
326
71
25
28

+5%
+2%
+18%
+4%
+8%

Days of Activities

628

771

868

+13%

Day Q Walks
O/N Q Walks

102
37

107
44

132
48

+23%
+9%

Bushwalk
Canyon
Skills
Base Camp
Abseil
Kayak
Cycling

304
33
11
2
3
9
2

377
33
11
8

388
34
15
8
2
1
2

+3%
+3%
+36%
0%
NA
NA
NA

Member Participation
Member participation was much higher with 616
members active, an increase of 15%. Consequently,
the average trips per member was down, they’re
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Leadership
More leaders in 2016, great news.
2014 2015 2016 2016 vs.
2015
Leaders
67
79
82
+4%
Avg. Trips/Leader
5.3
5.1
5.6
+10%
Median Trips/leader
2
2
2
0%
Of the 82 leaders:
63 members led walks in 2015 & 2016. They
contributed 92% of activities across the two years.
16 members that led walks in 2015 did not continue
to lead walks in 2016 for various reasons. Those
members contributed 8% of 2015 activities (33
trips). Two had contributed 5 trips and another two
3 trips.
19 members did not lead walks in 2015 but did in
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2016, 12 of those are new leaders i.e. 7 had led
walks previously but not in 2015. These 19 members
contributed 37 trips to the programme.
Days of the week
81% of 2016 had SBW activity (296 of the 366 days).
That is fact, however, maybe slightly misleading
because some days were exclusively extended trips,
where participation was only possible if members
were already on the trip, e.g. the 52 day Bibbulmun
Track in WA, or the 24-day Spanish Caminos trip.
An alternate, maybe more appropriate statistic is
the number of days that had a trip starting? 58%
of the days in 2016 had a SBW activity starting that
day.
In terms of days, Saturday was the most likely to
have a trip starting. I was surprised to see one
Saturday without a trip starting, but that was NYE.
There were 6 Sunday’s without a trip starting, but
4 of those were half-way through long w/e’s: New
Year, Easter, Queen’s Birthday and Labour Day.
Some great mid-week walk availability, with the
Tuesday’s mainly Robert Carter and the Thursday’s
mainly Genevieve Saville. Wednesday is the
quietest day, having said that though, about 12
SBW members regularly attend the 26 orienteering
events held on Wednesdays throughout summer
and the 6 events near the full moon in winter.

Monthly Trend
The busiest period in 2016 was July through
to November. The canyon seasonality is quite
pronounced with strong activity in Jan/Feb, then
minimal activity until Nov/Dec.
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The 2016 SBW Leader Awards
Richard Pattison

If members do not volunteer their time and energy
to leading activities, then simply we do not have
an active club. Each year, the club celebrates and
honours those members that have led trips and
made the club what it is.
The awards are based on the 450 walk reports
submitted up to 13 Jan 2017, with maybe ~30
activities missing. They were spanning 868 days,
with 82 members leading trips (13% of the 616
active members). 82 sounds like a high number
of leaders for the club, and it is, all activities are
greatly appreciated, but delving deeper illustrates
that the club owes so much to so few.
Of the 82 leaders, 32 led 1 activity and 17 led 2
or 3 activities… that leaves 33 members that led
4+ activities (1+ per programme) who accounted
for 84% of all activities… so that’s 4% of members
contributing 84% of club activities – we are reliant
on a small number of members. That is even more
pronounced when we consider that half of all
activities were contributed by just 9 people.

The 2016 SBW “Best Leader” award goes to…
Robert Carter!
Congratulations to Robert Carter, who singlehandedly contributed 13% of all SBW activities in
2016. The award is based on “Brennan Points” as
explained in the Nov 2015 magazine: Day walk = 1;
O/N walk & base camp = 2; Long w/e = 3; Extended
= 4. Yuri was a clear silver medallist leading 37
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activities, and Tim narrowly clinching bronze with
his 8 o/n trips contributing higher weighting.
In terms of activities, Genevieve and John shared
third place with an impressive 24 activities each,
behind Robert and Yuri. Then in terms of days,
Leigh was second with 58 days, thanks to his 24day Spanish Camino trip and 18-day Japan trip. Don
was third with 53 days thanks to his 14-day West
MacDonnell trip and 4 separate weeks at Coolana.
The 2016 SBW “Most Q Walks Leader” award
goes to… Yuri Bolotin!
For a prospective member to progress to full
membership they need to pass 3 qualifying activities
one of which must be an overnight. Club membership
cannot grow without leaders contributing Q walks
to the programme, so thank you to all leaders
volunteering their time and energy for this essential
component of club life. From my own personal
experience, an easy Q walk is ~5 times the effort,
stress and anxiety of any L333E activity.

In 2016 there were 134 day walks and 49 o/n walks.
Congratulations and thank you to Yuri, Robert and
Tim who contributed 42% of the Q days in 2016.
The 2016 SBW “Best Mentor” award goes to…
Don Finch!
A significant benefit of SBW membership is the
wealth of knowledge and experience within the club.
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Various skills days (Navigation, First Aid, Leading,
Abseiling, Rescue) are offered during the course
of the year for fellow-members to gain from these
resources.

In 2016, Don Finch volunteered 10 days to mentor
members on navigation at Kanangra and Cowan.
Tom Brennan hosted 3 abseil workshops at
Wahroonga Rocks to introduce members to abseiling
and begin their canyon career, with support from
various leaders like Neil Souter, Simon Hager and
Ed Squires.
Ian Thorpe hosted 2 workshops at Centennial Park
allowing 62 prospective members to progress to full
membership. Ian had great support on those 2 days
from many other leaders like David Trinder, Glenn
Draper, John Kennett and Lisa Sheldon just to name
a few.
Finally, Robert Carter hosted another leader mentor
w/e to offer advice and encourage members to
become leaders and strengthen the future of the
club. Three of the four participants led a trip in 2016.
The 2016 SBW “Best New Leader” award goes
to… Nicole Mealing!

There were 10 new leaders in 2016, well done
to all and a great contribution back to the club.
Congratulations to Nicole who in her first year
of SBW leading took 5 groups out into the bush,
including one overnight trip to Wollangambe Crater
aimed at encouraging younger members to camp.
In joint 2nd place, Geoff and Susan led 4 trips
each, a special mention to Susan who averaged 10
members per trip, wow, that’s an introduction to
bushwalking leadership!

and a disappointing 6th place in 2015, a concerted
2016 campaign has seen my SBW activity list rise
to the top of the toughest of the tough SBW leader
portfolio, and for me to be crowned the toughest
leader of 2016 at the SBW Leader’s annual gala ball
held at Luna Park in early January.
SBW’s 2015 toughest leader Yuri featured in
the top 5 once more with a similar rating to his
winning year. The difficulty rating converts the
SBW grades into a 1-10 scale: S111 = 1 through
to X333 = 10. For those paying close attention to
the math, this numeric difficulty rating endorsed
by the Confederation differs slightly to the obsolete
Grindlay rating that awarded a single point for the E
= Exposure. It seems exposure counts for nothing
in tough stakes.
The toughest activities of 2016 were rated 9/10, 3
in total and appropriately 1 activity from each of
the top 3 toughest leaders: the author’s circuit of
Mother Woila in a w/e (L333E); then variations of
the classic Mount Solitary Traverse/Loop (X332) by
Frances and Peter.
The toughest four leaders have different activity
portfolios illustrating SBW’s diversity:
- David offers multi-discipline adventures: classic
bushwalks on & off track, mountain biking and
classic + exploratory canyoning.
- Peter typically leads on-track endurance activities
involving significant ups & downs like the Grose
Valley Double Yo-Yo.
- Frances led a combination of long bushwalks ontrack walks like the 6 foot track in a day and some
classic on-track walks to Splendour Rock and around
Ku-ring-gai.
- While the author typically leads exploratory canyon
trips and off-track bushwalks.
David Trinder attracted the largest group size
average, although that’s a little skewed by the
40 members on David’s annual “Christmas in
the Snowies” trip, if we exclude Christmas in the
Snowies, David’s average group size was still an
impressive and social 9. Roger Treagus had the
second highest group size, averaging 12 members,
mainly with a focus on Ku-ring-gai.
Robert Carter took the most number of members
out into the bush, in total 487 participants across
an amazing 57 trips, meeting 181 unique members.
Notes: The analysis only includes leaders with 4 or
more 2016 activities (1+ per quarter).

Congratulations, may you lead many more trips
in future and enjoy the rewarding experience
of introducing fellow members to your favourite
bushland…
The 2016 SBW “Toughest Leader” is Richard
Pattison!
Well, this is a humbling moment in my bushwalking
and writing career. Following 3rd place in 2014

2017 February SBW Magazine

5

Blazes on the Border - A bushwalk to remember
Roger Treagus

The SBW program is full of wonderful walks, some
easy, some tough. But how tough is tough these
days. We carry light hi tech gear, have GPS and
mobile communications and often walk on well used,
well constructed tracks. It wasn’t like this for the
bushmen of the 19th century who carried heavy gear,
wore thick heavy clothes and carried the equipment
to perform their jobs. Back then bushwalking wasn’t
recreation, it was the unavoidable part of some
jobs. One of these bushmen was my Great Great
Grandfather Isiah Rowland, a surveyor, who, on one
epic walk in 1863, in company with Frank Roberts,
his Queensland counterpart, mapped out the new
NSW/Queensland border. His tree blazes still exist.
And in the 1970s I followed his footsteps literally,
guided by my relative’s blazes. It was my most
memorable bushwalk. This is the story of that walk,
published many years ago in the SBW magazine
but worth a repeat showing, especially now when
there is some talk about organising an SBW walk
following another border, the Black-Allan line. This
is the straight line of the NSW/Victorian border from
the source of the Murray to Cape Howe.
The story of the walk
Frank
Roberts
and
Isaiah Rowland didn’t
get along. There was a
major falling out after
only one week into a 4
month bushwalk of epic
proportions
hacking
their way along a dark
rain
forest
covered
watershed,
often
in
blinding rain, always
heading east towards
the sea. They had
started in June 1863
at Point Danger and
headed along the ridge to the west that separated
rivers flowing southwards to either the Tweed,
Richmond, Clarence or Macintyre, and rivers flowing
northwards to either the Nerang, Coomera, Albert,
Logan or Condamine. They finally came down off
the ridges where the Dumaresq River meets the
Barwon way out west. Their job was to survey and
mark out the border between NSW and the new
colony to the north. Isaiah Rowland was a fine
surveyor and NSW put its trust in him to ensure the
placement of the border was fair to his colony but
because of the continual disagreement between the
two men about a correct survey procedure, each did
his own survey. It turned out that my great great
grandad’s survey was more accurate than that of
the temperamental Mr Roberts (as confirmed by
surveys in the last few years) but the politics of the
time gave the glory and much of the credit for the
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work to the Queenslander due to Robert’s superior
connections back in London including Queen
Victoria. Robert’s survey was adopted as the true
survey and Rowland’s survey notes were destroyed
in a mysterious fire soon after. Both men achieved
one of the greatest bushwalks of the time and left
evidence of their respective surveys by periodic
blazes with their initials on trees marking significant
corners along their survey lines. These blazes
remain today and the country through which they
passed is now mainly reserve and national parks.
Back in 1979 I and a few friends decided to follow my
ancestor’s blazes from where the interstate railway
crosses the border at Richmond Gap (ref Cougal
1:25k 980650) on the Macpherson range through
to near Numinbah Gap on the eastern edge of
Lamington National Park (Tyalgum 1:25K 230738)
a distance of about 50 km through unrelieved sub
tropical rainforest. We planned the walk so that we
could use the interstate train to get to the start and
the bus from Binna Burra at the finish and planned to
walk through in 3 days. Back then it was hard to get
information about the state of the blazed trail away
from the graded track system established between
O’Reilleys and Binna Burra. We just assumed that
being the State border it must have been kept open
by someone walking through. We also assumed that
as the interstate railway line crossed the border
near an established siding it would be no trouble to
get off there. How wrong we were on both counts.
“Look, I’m going on a bush walk from where the
Brisbane Limited crosses the border so I would like
to arrange for the train to stop at Richmond gap
siding. How do I arrange that?” I said to the ticket
clerk
“What station did you say? We have Kyogle and
Bromelton and then it doesn’t stop till South
Brisbane” I don’t see a Richmond Gap station on
my list here.”
“It’s not a proper station but it does have a platform”.
I sounded confident. I had seen the platform. It was
about 5 metres long.
“Sorry son. You’ll have to get off at Kyogle I think”
“But that’s miles away and the train goes right past
where we start walking. I really want it to stop
there.”
The clerk looked at me as if I was joking. Then he
picked up the phone. “Listen Fred I have a character
here who wants the Limited to stop at a siding. He
says he knows where it is. Who should he go and
see?” After listening to what looked like a very long
winded explanation the clerk put the phone down.
“Gee, I’ve worked here a while and didn’t know that”
“Know what?”
“You have to write a letter to the Section for Special
Stops”.
“You mean there is a group of people who just look
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after trains stopping at sidings?”
“Yes mate. Here is their address. Good luck”.
I wrote my letter to the Section for Special Stops and
2 weeks later a very official letter arrived which said,
“In regard to your request for stopping the Brisbane
Limited Express at an unofficial stopping place the
Commissioner of Railways has advised that it is not
railway policy to accede to such requests as it may
put passengers at danger and affect the schedule
of the train…” There was a phone number of the
writer on the letter. To cut a very long story short it
took many phone calls and personal appearances by
me before the heavy wheels of bureaucracy turned
in my favour and my very special and apparently
unprecedented permission was granted. If this story
is familiar to some readers a similar story to this
appeared in a very old edition of SBW’s magazine
entitled “5 returns Dulbulla please”. I recommend
the Dulbulla story as it involves a number of SBW
notables and is truely historic.
Day 1
So there we were dining on bacon and eggs in the
opulent dining car of the crack Brisbane Limited
Express at 7 in the morning on Good Friday and
a worried guard passes through and calls out, “Mr
Treagus’s party, Mr. Treagus’s party, please assemble
at the guard’s post immediately!”
Gobbling up the last of breakfast we complied
pushing our heavy packs through the narrow
passageways.
“We’re ready”, I said.
“Good”, said the guard. We’ll be there in 20 minutes”
“20 minutes! I could have had more bacon”.
In what seemed a very long time later, the train
slowed after negotiating the border loop at Cougal.
Bells rang, whistles were blown, train guards
shouted and the 400 m long train lurched to a stop
at a miniscule platform. Naturally where we were
didn’t align with the platform at all and we carefully
disembarked onto the solid ground next to the rails.
Heads poked through doors all the way along and
even the train driver waved back at us as if this was
the big event of the trip. Then another big whistle
from the engine and the train moved forward and
eventually disappeared into the Richmond tunnel
under the Macpherson Range, which was the border.
All was quiet and the sounds I could hear were the
gentle burble of water somewhere in the rainforest
and my tummy digesting breakfast. So this is where
the bushwalk began. A siding road took us up to the
Lions Road leading to the actual tick gate on the
border and the fence, right on the ridge separating
Gradys Creek to the south and Running Creek to
the north. After exchanging pleasantries with the
border tick gate official we set off up the western
flanks of Mount Gipps. He was the last human being
we saw in 4 days.
Mt Gipps (Tyalgum 009648) was our wake up call.
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The ground was cleared but there were too many
snakes around for my liking all basking in the
Queensland sun (as they were on that side of the
border fence). Then at the top a great view of Mt
Lindsay and Mt Barney was had as well as glimpses
of the Lamington plateau to the north east. And
then, our first blaze, indistinct but “IR” was definitely
inscribed there. On we went. The fence disappeared
first and then the sky as the rainforest canopy closed
in. Apart from the lookouts, that was the last sky
we saw in 4 days as well. Then the track became a
foot pad. The foot pad became a “negotiable route”
That then gave out at a place on the map called
Nungulba (Tyalgum 638070). There we came to a
halt. The ground cover was so thick we found that
we couldn’t move forward or backward. It was here
that I dropped my map, right at my feet. I was quite
stationary so do you think it would have been easy
to find? No. Much fruitless poking and scraping of
bush never uncovered it. I had lost my map and
I knew it could not have been more than a metre
away from my feet which were themselves hidden.
This state of being is unique to my bushwalking
experience and I nowadays always refer to being
nungulberised. All off track sections that SBW does
I would rate against Nungulba. I now say, is it as
bad as Nungulba?. The answer is invariably NO.
So, how did we get out of that? We fell. Going
horizontal seemed to offer fresh hope and inch
by inch we moved east. After an hour of quite
uncomfortable horizontal travel it started to rain but
our spirits rose as the bush seemed to be parting for
us and allowing us through. Then one of our party
moved a few feet north and shouted out, “TRACK!”
And then the light faded signifying a dry-ish camp
for the night with all of the night time sounds of the
rainforest for company.
Day 2
“A blaze!” And that started day 2. It was where we
thought it should have been but no initials this time
so it might have been a common blaze as we were
definitely on a narrow easterly ridge. Bash, bash,
bash. Slowly we moved. Who said that rainforests
have cleared understories. This one may have once
but fires and the winds had cleared away the canopy
at some time allowing daylight to reach the ground
and the consequent growth of vegetation. But there
was also now a canopy, although not a dense one. It
was getting onto afternoon when the ridge stopped
and we had before us close to a one kilometre drop.
We had reached the edge of the Mt Warning caldera
affording a great view of Mt Warning and the distant
NSW coast. Then the clouds rolled in and a dense
mist formed. We now headed north with the Tweed
on our right and tributaries of the Albert River on
our left. At around this point the mud started and
ascending all the hills it seemed like we slipped
back a metre for every metre advanced. Our pace
overall was very slow. If it wasn’t the mud it was the
thickness of the bush. We averaged less than 1km
an hour for the last 2 hours of daylight in the rain.
Leeches were becoming annoying. We had to make
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sure that they didn’t get into our ears or eyes. Any
other exposed skin didn’t matter as it was pointless
cleaning them out under these wet conditions. Even
though we were walking on ridges water was never a
problem. Dropping down on the Queensland side of
the ridge at a low point always brought us to a little
stream in a 100 metres or so. Lightning and thunder
forced a stop about 5 (as it was Easter time) and a
sodden camp was established. We cleared a small
central area which we attacked with some vigour
so we could declare it leech free. Perimeter patrols
were set up for any leach incursion in a scene
reminiscent of the film “Forbidden Planet” Anyone
who remembers that 1956 sci-fi will know what I
mean. And so ended a relatively uneventful day 2.
Day 3
Cockscomb Point (ref Lamington 1:25k 115648)
had another great view looking towards the east.
Out there people were sitting on dry chairs at dry
tables scoffing on their short blacks and Danish at
Byron Bay. If we had a telescope powerful enough
we might have seen that but I’m glad we didn’t as
it would not have done our morale much good. But
then we were in this glorious world heritage (not
declared back then) rainforest and they were not.
After leeches and earl grey for breakfast we hobbled
off following the ridge when not one but two blazed
trees appeared, one by Frank and the other, closer to
the escarpment by Isaiah. The Queensland surveyor
had taken a path of least resistance and differed
from the NSW surveyor by about 100 metres. Go
Isaiah! The rain had stopped, the “negotiable route”
had become more negotiable and things were
looking up.
We were speeding along easier and flatter sections
of a knife edged ridge in places at 2, 3 and even 4
km an hour at times. There was always the 1000m
metre drop off immediately to our right so we
needed to focus on where we were putting our feet.
Afternoon brought with it the usual rain clouds as
we reached Point Lookout (Lamington ref 122673)
at 1091 metres. We turned off the ridge for the first
time and headed down the stretcher track towards
the wreck of the Stinson.
The story of the Stinson aircraft disaster and the epic
rescue of the survivors is one of the greatest bush
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rescue stories from our past. One lone bushman
found the survivors. It was Bernard O’Reilley, who
had moved to Lamington from the Megalong and
knew the Carlon family. He wrote a book about
it called Green Mountains, a copy of which I was
reading on the walk. The Stinson had gone down in
February 1937 on a flight from Brisbane to Sydney
and no one knew where it was. Searches were
conducted all along the route, even in Broken Bay
near Palm Beach. One lone bushman was called by
his brother who thought he heard the sound of an
aircraft. On this flimsy evidence Bernard formed a
theory of where the plane might have come down.
Bernard packed onions as his only food to eat (yes,
that’s right) and set off. At Mount Throakban (on
the ridge we were to walk that afternoon) the cloud
cleared for long enough to reveal one burnt tree
8km away amongst a sea of green. 3 hours later he
walked onto the disaster scene and found 2 people
still alive after 10 days, Joe Binstead and John Proud
(Proud’s jewellers). Bernard wrote in his diary when
he arrived “I found them in very good heart but
looking very bad. I didn’t tell them that. But one
chappie was writing his last message on a sheet of
metal and within 5 minutes he was asking me what
the cricket score was”.
After raising the alarm the local farmers cut a 15km
long track along which to take stretchers to carry
the survivors out. So to this day that track is called
the stretcher track.
We arrived above the wreck after an hour’s walking
off the main ridge. We were at the top of a cleared
but steep and muddy slope with the plane fuselage
at the bottom. We had to take care not to slip as we
might uncontrollably slide and crash into the aircraft
shell. There were aircraft parts still lying around. The
thick rainforest and isolation had deterred visitors
from carrying away anything heavy. The crash site
was in extremely difficult country, steep, wet and
remote. 4 people were killed but 3 survived. James
Westray, one of the survivors went for help by
walking down Christmas Creek and died by falling
over a cliff.
We stayed at the scene for an hour. It was a very
sobering hour. Sitting inside the actual plane I
felt somewhat connected to the people and the
conditions that they experienced. The rescue is
now regarded as one of the greatest in Australian
aviation history.
Off we trudged, up the greasy slope and back onto
the main border ridge. The rain stopped and the sky
brightened, at least what we could see of it through
the Antarctic Beech, Hoop Pine, Coachwood and a
hundred other tree types. Rainforest environments
are kind to trees with many different types and
species finding good conditions here. As the
afternoon wore on we quickened our pace because
the attractions of a hut were at day’s end. In the
gloom of twilight which comes early in the forest we
came across Rat-a-tat hut.
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And then finally, we hit pure gold, the extensive
Lamington National Park graded track system built
to a maximum grade set by the steepest grade that
a cow would walk up a hill. Romeo Lahey a founder
of the park wanted people to see for themselves
the wonders of the rainforest and so built a very
extensive track system to the cow’s specifications.

Rat-a-tat had half its roof and two walls missing but
a dry corner miraculously existed. Hot soup over
a gas fire was so good. Nothing like that pleasure
can ever be duplicated by food at home. Almost
everything tastes better in the bush. The leech
problem was worse as their numbers had exploded.
Once again we tried to construct a leech barrier on
the hut floor. There was one unique feature of the
hut and its surrounds. When it got dark at the end
of the day it actually got light again. The light of
hundreds of glow worms and luminous fungi and
other unidentified creatures, also luminous lit up the
scene. It was magic on all sides. You could easily
walk around and see where you were going. No
torches were necessary. I walked over to a cluster
of the brightest lights and found I could read my
book by them. It was a fantasy scene. Maybe the
yellow brick road was somewhere nearby. I have
never experienced a hut or bush camping area like
it. The atmosphere of the scene was added to by a
chorus of very noisy nocturnal animals of all sorts,
but especially the frogs; very bright and very noisy.
That’s what the Aussie bush was like in this special
corner of the country.
So to bed. Now we had a new problem. Little
glowing things were moving towards our sleeping
bags across the hut floor. Where the two missing
walls should have been was the glowing light show
of the great outdoors. And now a glowing army was
approaching.
So we slept fitfully often checking on the disposition
of the glowing army’s forces. I fell asleep for what
seemed a long time and when I woke up they were
gone and the forest seemed darker (and quieter).
Some of the lights were out. In the morning I
couldn’t identify what glowed and what didn’t so
didn’t know what the army actually looked like. It
seemed like a dream thinking back about it.
The last day
We left camp in fine weather and made quick progress
up Mt Throakban . Here was a good blaze which was
definitely Isaiah’s, with “IR” in the tree still visible.
After this we traversed a succession of bumps in
the ridge with evocative names such as Durigan,
Wupawn, Worendo, Cominan and Bithongabel,
(Tyalgum 169735) all around the 1100m level.
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We now flew along, that is until the heaviest downpour
of all struck us producing a scene where water and
land seem to coalesce and the track became a river.
It was at this point that we came under attack by a
large blue crayfish who thought he/she was still in
the river. The thing sported 2 nasty looking pincers
and went for our ankles if we tried to pass on the
narrow track. We were obviously invading territory.
Its attack posture was made complete by a loud
hissing noise. After failed attempts at passing we
diverted to the thick bush by passing the angry
crustacean. Later we had trouble convincing anyone
that a fish had cornered us on the track.
On this final day the sun came out smiling on the
weary travellers. More blazes were now visible,
some owned by both surveyors and some just by
one of them. At Mount Wagawn we finally came to
the end of the ridge with Numinbah gap in front
of us and Springbook plateau beyond. We turned
around and headed to the Lamington National Park
eastern entrance at Arthur Groom’s old guest house
and great rival to O’Reilleys, Binna Burra. Down
the ridge we raced on a freeway of a track heading
north to Binna Burra and transport out. Eventually
we could see a long way ahead a light at the end of
the green tunnel we had walked through for 4 days
and the end of the walk. But the rainforest had just
one more surprise in store.
I was the front walker and we were walking single file.
I sensed something wrong, I can’t now recall what
it was but there was a funny sound. Instinctively I
reversed immediately and without warning to the
others. Each walker crashed into the walker behind
like dominoes and we all fell backwards. Then came
a huge crash as wood, branches and leaves pelted
down from far above reaching the ground in a great
confusion of wind, dust and noise. One of the great
rainforest trees had shed a major branch. The bulk
of it fell about 20 metres in front of us. The main
branch lay across the track blocking it. It looked
to be about 4 metres in circumference and must
have weighed tonnes. It lay about where we would
have been had we walked on. We just sat there,
where we fell for a long time, absorbing what had
just happened. And that dear reader was the end of
the walk with the exit barely 5 minutes away.
The bus took us to Murwillumbah station and the
train home. All these events played on my mind for
a very long time. They still do.
Our great 19th century surveyors were great
bushmen and I am proud to number one of them
in my family history. But Isaiah made mistakes too.
His biggest seemed to be where the border crosses
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the New England Highway at Wallangarra. As I
understand it this was one place where Rowland’s
survey was recognised over Roberts. But a recent
survey showed he got it wrong and the real border
should have been 200m to the south. The little
NSW border town of Jennings would then have
to be a Queensland town. As the story goes this
proposition was put to the dismayed population of
Jennings. They flatly refused and the intensity of
their opposition seemed to win the day. Two cultural
icons were given as valid reasons. They said they
would be forced to drink the wrong beer and follow
the wrong football team. You can read up on the
fascinating story of the border survey by clicking
Queensland border survey on Google. It will tell you
about a book recently written on the epic trip. But
beware. It was written by a Queenslander.

Free PDF Maps

Vivien de Remy de Courcelles
The NSW Government Spatial Services (https://six.
nsw.gov.au/) has launched a number of facilities
on their portal. Of interest to bushwalkers is the
fact that the PDF version of topographic maps can
now be downloaded for free from this link: https://
maps.six.nsw.gov.au/etopo.html.
Select the map you need for a walk, check “PDF”
and click on download.
Section of the maps can then be printed. You might
want to follow John Flint’s instruction to extract the
section of map you need or link two contiguous
maps. John’s article can be found on the July 2015
newsletter.
Maps are not only useful to leaders but to all members
who should know what they get themselves into
before sigining up on a walk.

Social Program
Wed 8 March (start 7.30pm) - Annual General Meeting. While we all love walking, the club cannot
run without a Committee. Come along and have the opportunity to vote for new committee members,
hear from the committee, and generally show the committee that you appreciate the very hard work
they put into making SBW the great club that it is.
Sat 11 - Sun 12 March - SBW Annual Reunion, Coolana, Kangaroo Valley. The AGM is over;
the gong has been donged. We have a new Committee. The next celebration on the agenda is the
85th Annual SBW Reunion. The Reunion is for all members and prospective members, old, new, tall,
short, active, non-active, radio-active, men and women, plus their spouses, partners, children, parents,
grandparents, grandchildren and special friends (have I forgotten anyone). If you are one of these you
quality, you’re invited and you would be mad not to be there. See details in programme.
Wed 15 Mar - Nun Kun Mountaineering Expedition. The Nun Kun mountain massif consists of a pair
of Himalayan peaks: Nun, 7,135 m (23,409 ft) and its neighbour peak Kun, 7,077 m (23,218 ft). Nun
is the highest peak in the part of the Himalayan range lying on the Indian side of the Line of Control in
Jammu and Kashmir. Gourav Bhaduri will talk about an 8 member joint Indo-French expedition on Mount
Nun. It was climbed in siege style using the South West route.
Wed 19 Apr - Western Japan: Eight mountains and Five beauty spots. Richard Darke’s account
of the latest of Leigh McClintock’s popular series of Japanese walking and cultural adventures. This time
experiencing the wonderful display of autumn colours Japan has to offer.
Wed 17 May - Highlights of the Dolomites. Kenn Clacher has led several SBW walks to the longdistance Alta Via 1, 2, 3 and 4 routes in the spectacular World Heritage Dolomites region of northeastern Italy and has also undertaken further walking and skiing trips there. This presentation will cover
the highlights of these trips with a bias towards the via ferrata (steep sections assisted by steel cable)
parts of the routes.
If you have any ideas for social events, contact Tracey Avolio: social@sbw.org.au
All meetings are held at the Kirribilli Neighbourhood Centre, Fitzroy St Kirribilli and start at 7.35 pm
unless otherwise stated. The KNC is within easy walking distance of Milson’s Point station.
Why not join other club members for dinner at “The Pizzeria Rio”, a cheap pizza place that is next door
to the Kirribilli Neighbourhood centre in Fitzroy Street. Club members assemble there from 6.00pm on.
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Mt Jagungal area - Peaks, Huts and Cascades
27 Dec 16- 2 Jan 2017: David Angell

We set off from Sydney on Boxing Day morning
with the hope of enjoying a week of beautiful sunny
weather amid the peaks, rivers and ridges, forests,
wildflowers and snow plains of the Jagungal region
in the northern part of Kosciuszko National Park. It
didn’t quite work out that way...

After overnighting at the Bradley’s Hut campground
on the Khancoban-Cabramurra road, we drove on
a little further and began the walk from Round
Mountain car park. Already our expectation of fine
weather had been frustrated, though the mist filling
the valleys provided magnificent and atmospheric
views. The first day’s walk followed the fire trail
down to the Tumut River (a boots-off crossing)
and then up the other side to Farm Ridge. The slog
up to the ridge is rewarded by a most enjoyable
walk along the top, an old and (probably) no longer
trafficable jeep track providing comfortable walking
through an alternation of clear plains and light
forest. The track ends at the Grey Mare fire trail,
which we then followed for a few kilometres to our
overnight destination. O’Keeffe’s Hut, like many in
this region, is a careful and faithful reconstruction of
a cattlemen’s hut which was burnt down in the 2003
fires. The old newspapers lining the walls provide
fascinating and amusing reading for those staying
near the hut.
Day 2 began with a short walk further along the
fire trail to the meteorological station which marks
the beginning of the off-track ascent of Mt Jagungal,
the highest peak of the region. The route initially
involves a bit of light scrub-bashing but soon eases
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and sidles upwards into the saddle below the rocky
summit. Here we left our packs for the short trip
to the top. Conditions were clear but ferociously
windy, and after admiring the views in all directions
we didn’t feel inclined to linger. Our destination for
the night was Mawson’s Hut, which we reached
by following the Strumbo Range - another lovely
grassy ridge walk - on a compass course from
Jagungal towards Cup and Saucer Hill. The intention
had been to round Tarn Bluff and pay a side visit
to Bluff Tarn, but by the time we had crossed the
Geehi River (quite easy, but can be much harder
when the water is higher), all were feeling that
it was about time to get to camp. So we headed
directly for Big Bend on Valentine Creek and thence
to the hut, where we found Rob Carter’s and Owen
Kimberley’s parties already in residence. A popular
spot, Mawson’s, with a number of other groups also
camped around the hut that evening.
Day 3 began with the weather poor and the forecast
worse. The original plan (to Valentine’s Hut, Schlink
Pass and Tin Hut, then next day to Cesjack’s), was
abandoned and we decided to cut straight across the
creek easterly to the Great Dividing Range and then
north to reach Cesjack’s a day ahead of schedule.
This turned out to be a very good decision. Most of
the morning was fairly cold, with a bit of wind, thick,
low cloud and light to medium rain. Navigation was
largely by a combination of the leader’s memory of
one previous trip to the area and GPS readings. This
range consists mainly of low rolling hills separated
by shallow passes, and while it’s possible in good
weather to follow the landforms off the map, it
would have been very difficult in the conditions we
were experiencing, with visibility rarely more than
a couple of hundred metres. A slight mislocation on
Smith’s Perisher was corrected, and before long we
managed to find the remnants of the fire trail. With
the clouds lifting a little, we took a short detour to
the crest of the Range, disclosing extensive views
over the Eucumbene and Monaro regions. There
was little encouragement to stop before reaching
Cesjack’s Hut and we were glad of a latish lunch
upon reaching the hut at 1:30. We spent the rest of
the day drying out in the hut, with rain continuing
outside (and, to some extent, inside too). Overnight
there were occasional periods of quite violent wind

11

and rain. On day 4 we gave the weather a 10:30
deadline to improve; it didn’t; so we spent the rest
of the day and another night at Cesjack’s. Later
in the day we were joined by a party from the
Murray Valley Bushwalkers. Thanks for the Stollen
(traditional German fruitcake) Trevor!! A fine and
clear sunset promised that the next day would
provide much more comfortable walking.
We resolved to take advantage of the magnificent
weather on day 5 to set ourselves up for the end
of the walk. The day began with a delightful offtrack section north along Doubtful Creek (east
bank). The tussocky grass provided attractive
walking (albeit also providing a good hiding place
for a couple of snakes) and the occasional scrub
sections were not too onerous. The rest of the day
followed the Grey Mare fire trail past Mackay’s Hut
(lunch), McKeachnies’ Creek (a very welcome break
with bare feet in cold water) and Happy Jack’s
Road, finally arriving at Happy’s Hut, a tiring but
worthwhile 28 kilometres for the day. New Year’s
Eve was celebrated with sparklers, poppers, various
edible delicacies and satellite watching.

to the ACT border and west to Jagungal, with a tiny
slice of the Main Range peeking over its east ridge.
We stopped for lunch at the Broken Dam Hut turnoff
(more fine views of Jagungal) and proceeded past
the Nine Mile gold diggings to the tiny Four Mile
Hut. The photographers in the party took advantage
of another wonderful sunset; and of a thick mist
providing spectacular images of cloud and light the
next morning. The last day was a pleasant and easy
8km to the cars at Kiandra.

So, on the whole, not what was expected. The
title promised “peaks, huts and cascades”, and
we climbed peaks, and we visited huts, and we
experienced cascades... of a different sort. In the
course of many extended summer trips to the
Kosciuszko area, I have rarely had more than one
day of poor weather. Congratulations to all for their
patience and strength on what turned out to be in
some respects a very challenging walk.

We continued in the new year with the brief offtrack short cut up the slope to the Tabletop fire trail;
then along the trail. Some of the party took the side
trip to Tabletop summit and found magnificent fields
of wildflowers, together with extensive views east
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Walks and Activities Report
Emmanuelle Convert
Leaders: After the activity, reports must be submitted via the online form. If your walk is cancelled, please
send a brief email advising the same to walksreporting@sbw.org.au. Keep the signature sheet as this is a
legal document. If you want your report to be published as an article email the report and any photos (jpeg
or tiff format) to editor@sbw. org.au.
You can also send one or two photos to the editor for inclusion in the walk reporting section of the magazine.

4 Dec 2016

Centennial Park - Basic Skills Workshop

NA

Basic navigation, bush craft and first aid skills required for Prospective Members seeking to advance to Full Member status.
P Members
Amanda Allan
Susan Baar
Robert Betos
Amanda Bray
Greg Cave
David Chan
Winnie Chui
Leone De Ferranti
Adrian Doyle
Wilhelmina von Buellen
Ramanathan Sivagurunathan
Julie-Anne Murphy
Monica Vian Chaves
4 Dec 2016

Armando Gonzales
Editha Gonzales
Jonathan Griswold
Ian Holt
Roslyn Johnson
Lisa Joseph
Ben Joseph
Irine Kay
Nicola Le Couteur
Vignesh Manimuthu
Lyn McFeeter
Mandy McLean
Clare Wang

Tiger Snake Canyon

Bill Nasser
Inga Novak
Tania Parker
Simon Parker
Fausto Pastro
Jan Pilz
Sam Pilz
Jon Reilly
Biagio Sirgiovanni
Margaret St Hill
Darryl Sullivan
Matthew Waugh Paul
Fien
Gardens of Stone NP

We started off at the roadblock gates on the old coach road at the Newne's
Plateau. Weather was warm at the start but would get quite hot by the end
of the walk, we completed the 3 km road/trail to the start of the canyon in
good time after putting our gear on for a dry canyon we descended the first
section which was very narrow and tight, we all had a joke about needing to
be on a diet as everyone got either stuck or had issues with the first abseil.
we then completed a number of climb downs and a short abseil to the end of
the first section this put us at the top of a waterfall for the next abseil (about
15 mts),, We then had a walk down the valley to the second section which
has a major abseil (about 25 mts) down into a hole which leads to a cavern
section of the canyon, we followed this out to the end of the canyon. After
lunch we continued up the exit track back to the access track.

Ian Thorpe
Facilitators
Robert Carter
Jim Close
Jim Collier
Glenn Draper
Carley Finn
Thuy Ho
David Trinder

Terry Moss
Terry Moss
Isabelle Moss
Jodie Dixon
Scott Lee
Ross Jamieson
Marcia Kaye
P Members
Srinivas Gouda

We had planned to complete Crooked clevis canyon on the way out but the
first canyon took a bit longer than expected so we cancelled it.
A good day out and everyone seemed to enjoy it.

Walk updates
Don’t forget to check the Short Notice Activities bulletin for any amendments to the quaterly program
such as changes in walk dates.
Many walks that go into the walks program are planned weeks or months ahead and unforeseen
circumstances can arise in the meantime affecting walk details and dates.

10 Dec 2016

Claustral Canyon

James Swinton

Blue Mountains NP

We were to do a second day in Ranon Gorge but interest waned.
Claustral was via the standard route from Bells Line of Road across the rock
platform and down to Calustal Creek. Turned down stream to Calcutta Falls
and then into the Black Hole. Met up with other canyoners and shared ropes
speeding up proceedings. Walked thru the green gorge to the exit point.
Lunched.Elected to climb and cut under the cliff to the left and proceed up
the Rainbow Ravine exit to Camels Hump. There after the old route is closed
and signs indicate the route down to Upper Claustral Brooke. There after
retraced our entry.
17 Dec 2016

Serendipity Canyon

Darryl Sullings
Ian Haughton
Caroline Haughton
Srinivas Gowda

Terry Moss

Wollemi NP

We started at Mount Wilson Catederal camping ground and completed the
fire trails and tracks to the canyon start in good time. This trip was always
meant to be a entry level trip at a easy to moderate pace so we were never
going to rush, so we got changed into our canyon gear and started the first
abseil (15 mtrs) followed by a small (3 mtrs) both easy levels then walked
down to the over hang (10 mtrs) to the valley floor. After regrouping we continued down the valley with rock hopping, swims, wading and climb downs
to the first of the wet section abseils, the first abseil is into the abyss down
the waterfall (10 mtrs) into a swim section, the next abseil is a tricky start
down a undercut waterfall (6 mtrs) into a rock pool for another swim. The
next abseil is a vertical hang (4 mtrs) into a rock pool for the swim out to the
canyons exit.

Terry Moss
Isabelle Moss
Neil Soutar
Melinda Turner
Jo Squires
Ed Squires
Srinivas Gouda
Stephen Dolphin
Marcia Kayes
Rod Wales

While all the abseils are straightforward they would bite you if you got careless, the group all travelled well and seemed to enjoy the trip.
After lunch we then followed the exit track to the fire road we started on earlier and finished back were we started.
A very enjoyable canyon and trip
18 Dec 2016

Neil Soutar

Upper Bowens Creek South Branch Blue Mountains NP

It as a fresh 10C when we set off, so not everybody was super keen. Decision
made, we didn't hang around and zipped round the canyon and back to the
cars by 2:30pm. A pleasant if quick trip.

Marcia Kaye
Sheila Zaman
Ed Squires
Jo Squires
Rod Wales
Srinivas Gowda

26 - 1 Jan 2017

Melinda Turner

Blue Waterholes and AAWT to Kiandra

Kosciuszko NP

We spend the first two days exploring Coolamine Homestead and the Blue
Waterholes area. Then took to the AAWT. The Coolamine Plains are beautiful,
as is the area surrounding Old Currango Homestead.
A nice relaxed walk in some stunning country.
We finished the trip with a swim in the thermal pool and river at Yarrangobilly
Caves.

Melinda Turner
Glenn Draper
Paul McCann
Jaclyn Fletcher
Tim Hager
Robert Schroettner

Most of us actually made it to midnight on New Years Eve!
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27 - 2 Jan 2017 Mt Jagungal area - peaks, huts and cascades Kosciuszko NP

David Angell

See article above.

Suzanne Gapps
Anna Thorwart
Rosemary MacDougal
Helen McDonald
Frances Bottrell
Murray Henwood
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31 Dec 2016

Charlotte Pass to Watsons Crags and return

Kosciuszko NP

See article in next magazine/newsletter.

Virginia Waller
Karen Brading
Richard Brading
Margaret Rozea
Tim Yewdall
Sandra See
Andrew Vilder
Visitor
Walter Baer

6 Jan 2017

Georgina Canyon and more

Wollemi NP

ok

Yuri Bolotin
Damon de Costa
Keith Jebb

7 Jan 2017

Coba Ridge

Marra Marra NP

Delightful day, sunny, low humidity, got little too warm after lunch. A nice
summer walk, no-off track, no other people around. Good views over Berowra Creek. Carly spotted a well camouflaged Tawney Frog Mouth. Milkshakes
and cold drinks at Arcadia on the way home.

John Kennett
Robert Carter
Cathy Hui
Jim Collier
Carley Finn
Tim Yewdall
Margot Bull
Lisa Ochs
Bruce Worthington
David Hou
P Members
Jon Reilly
Belinda Smith
Damien Smith
Viviana Sepulveda
Flores

7 Jan 2017

East Creek Glories

ok

Newnes SF

Yuri Bolotin
Ross Jamieson
Dan Dan Shao
Roslyn Thorpe
Ian Thorpe
P Members
William Suryadi
Visitor
Nigel Lacey
Peter Hannam
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7 Jan 2017

Lawson Waterfalls

Angela Barton

Blue Mountains NP

A large, happy group, a hot day but plenty of cool creek walking finishing
before the heat of the day.

Leigh McClintock
Lyn Terrey
Vincent Murray
Jose Correa
Stephen Dolphin
Rob Schroettner
Glenn Draper
Calogero Panviro
Cvet Jankulovska
Melinda Long
P Members
Mark Sieler
Diana Correa
Visitor
Yanwen Shao

8 Jan 2017

NAV101

Don Finch

Ku-ring-gai Chase NP

Due to the leaders sore feet the walk was moved from Cowan to the West
Head Road. It was a hot day and the thick scrub on the side of the fire trail
was a deterrent to ridge walking, which was tried only once, with some regret. A car trip to see the view from West Head was well worth the effort and
we met Rosie and Heather there enjoying the view too.

Shahram Landarani

8 Jan 2017

Sue Tiller

West Head

Ku-ring-gai Chase NP

A fit and enthusiastic group and brilliant weather made for a great day. We
spent a lot of time rock hopping, in and out of the low tide, which kept us cool
on a 29 degree day. A long lunch and swim was enjoyed before the hot ascent
up a creek to Towlers Bay Track and Lookout and out on the Bairne Track. A
very enjoyable first lead for me without any dramas.

P Members
Brooke Nolan
Hussien Awad
David Chan
Vivian Sepulveda
Flores

Bruno De Villenoisy
Catherine Goss
Martyne Preston
Misako Sugiyama
P Members
Simon Carruthers

10 Jan 2017

Milsons Point to Taronga ZooSydney Harbour Foreshore

The weather forecast was for a warm day tucked in between two scorchers so
an early start was required with a number of rest stops throughout.
The route taken was exploratory in preparation for a longer walk (North Head
to South Head in a Day) planned once the days get a little cooler. It is amazing that you live in a city all of your life however continually visit new areas
and see new sights once you pull on your walking shoes !
The approach was a bit of a ramble drawing off local knowledge of a number
of those within the group however extended the walk to Balmoral with a few
deciding to continue on to The Spit – opportunities abound.
Fantastic harbour and city-scape views throughout with many Water Dragons
basking along the track that provided the odd fright when they scurried away
– however most just stayed still and watched on as we passed by.
It was great to see Jim Close back on the track again and hopefully this is
the start of a big comeback !

Robert Carter
Margaret Rozea
Kylie Carter
Steve Watson
Susan Winterton
Don Andrews
Tim Yewdall
Wendy Drapac
Liping Pei
Jim Close
Paul Notholt
Robyn Christie
P Members
Bruce Donnelley
Claire Wang
Visitor
Valerie Close
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13 Jan 2017

Hat Hill Canyon

Blue Mountains NP

ok
14 Jan 2017

Yuri Bolotin
Marcia Kaye
Jodie Dixon

Jamison Creeks #2

Blue Mountains NP

Caro Ryan

With warm temps (but forecast showers) we left Golden Stairs carpark with
3 litres of water each. Before the end of the day we would've drunk around
6 litres each. Things got interesting when we needed to scramble out of side
creek 1, then side creek 2, until we found that side creek 3 was able to drop
us into Ruined Castle Creek avoiding unmarked drops. Mostly dry with black
water in some holes, we continued downward hopping and scrambling over,
under and around boulders and rocks, having to negotiate around only one
waterfall, until we enjoyed a pleasant arrival at Kedumba River. It was flowing well, ankle to mid-shin and we had lunch and cooled off here, before
continuing downstream to the junction with Chinamans Gully Creek. Wisely
choosing to refill our water upstream of this "poo junction" (thanks to the exploits of thoughtless campers up on Mount Solitary), we still ensured that we
treated it thoroughly. The trip down Kedumba River was lovely and easy, with
some of us choosing cool creek walking, whilst others alongside the relatively
easy banks. Within 200m of heading up Chinamans, we needed to negotiate
a tricky, wet, scramble before being confronted with a 15m boulder strewn
awkward waterfall. Nup... this just wasn't going to work. Thankfully this area
is full of deliciously negotiable spurs and ridges, so instead we opted to ascend and move away from poo-gully before it really became shit-creek... no
paddles in sight. With plenty of water stops and zig-zagging along between
various ridges, we arrived at the Federal Pass in the middle of Cedar Gap.
With the thought of the water tanks at the Ruined Castle campground, we
setoff with fresh clip in our step and the promise of more fresh water. Refreshed and revived, it was then the elastic stretch of Federal Pass and final
ascent (assault) of the Golden Stairs to wrap up an 11hr day, packed with
scratches, bruises, discoveries, swims, hidden caves and adventure!

Margot Bull

14 Jan 2017

Robert Carter

Sunset at Taffys Rock

Ku-ring-gai Chase NP

This walk was an attempt at something a little different when you actually
plan to complete after sunset !
Despite setting out in the early afternoon the forecast temperature was significantly under-forecast with low-mid 30’s being experienced which made
the 220m ascent after Jerusalem Bay a slow trudge for some. Additionally
our water supplies ran low and an off-track diversion for John and Robert
was required to replenish as a known permanent water source in Taffys Gully
once used by local Aborigines.
It was lovely lounging on Taffys Rock as the sun set a cooling sea breeze
eased the impact of a hot afternoon. A happy of some note was had before
dinner and commencing our return leg as the sun set – not much of a sun set
really due to heavy cloud coming in.

P Members
Rob Rawson
William Suryadi
Ainesh Sewak
Robert Betos

Barbara Laborczfalvi
Susan Healey
Misako Sugiyama
John Kennett
Lin Kennett
P Members
Viviana Sepulveda
Flores

Our walk back to Cowan by the setting sun and then headlamp was uneventful however added a different perspective to this walk. Good news was no
falls or trips !
We arrived back at the cars by 10.15 pm ready for a cold shower and a sleep
in on Sunday morning.
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14 Jan 2017

Blue Gum Forest

Tim Sutherland

Blue Mountains NP

Despite the warm temperatures in Sydney , we had a pleasant 23 degree
start for the cliff top walk / road walk to Perrys Lookdown.
Things heated up from there allowing us to enjoy a cooling swim during lunch
at Junction Rock. from there it was an uneventful , but hot slog up Govetts
Leap

Margaret Rozea
Glen Draper
Penny Pang
Kin Lee
Kate Fewell

19.6 km, 1068m CUS

P Members
Shona Lindsay
Heran Kim

14 Jan 2017

Springwood

Angela Barton

Blue Mountains NP

A very hot day but luckily the walk is under lovely shade. A cool down swim
at lunch time was appreciated. Sharon was visiting all the way from Arizona,
USA and enjoyed the Aussie bush. There is probably not a blue peg left in
Springwood as they all seemed to be in the Bower birds nest we have come
across for the second year running.

Mike Barton
P Members
Wilhelmina von
Buellen
Tristan Guzman
Visitor
Sharon Loy

14 Jan 2017

Yileen

Simon Hager

Blue Mountains NP

The hot weather made this an excellent day to be in a cool canyon.

Caroline Houghton
Ian Houghton
Jo Daly
Melinda Turner
P Members
Libby Mackenzie
Visitor
Simon Meares

14 - 15 Jan 2017

Little Wobby Beach Sunset

Kelvin Russell

Brisbane Water NP

This was a walk planned for hot weather - late start on Saturday, early return
on Sunday - which turned out to be fortunate. We dodged 31 degree heat on
Saturday by catching the Water Taxi at 5:15, arriving at the campsite before
7. Not a colourful sunset, but a beatuiful view over the Hawkesbury in the
gathering dusk.
We had a fairly straightforward walk out on Sunday, arriving at little Wondabyne Station with enough time for a paddle and a quick lunch before the
train.
16 Jan 2017
ok
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Wolgan Rock

Wollemi NP

Ewa Borowiec
P Members
Gail Mackenzie
Samantha Cook
Visitor
Erik Schou
Yuri Bolotin
Sheila Zaman

2017 February SBW Magazine

17 Jan 2017

Wahroonga to Berowra

Ku-ring-gai Chase NP

A rather warm day for this long-ish walk – much hotter than the forecast
! Walking from Wahroonga to Bobbin Head was well sheltered in the shaded and mostly cool gullies however this certainly changed as we ascended
up and over the ridgeline to Apple Tree Bay and then through the partially
shaded track along Cowan Creek. We certainly took advantage of the shaded
creek lines in each of the small bays along the way.
A few of the group felt the effects of the very warm day and this required
us to Slow the pace and included additional drink breaks. A cooling swim for
some in waratah Bay also added in coping with the heat.
Despite the conditions everyone did very well and most finished off with a
refreshing drink at Berowra RSL.
Thanks to John and Lin Kennett who met us at Bobbin Head to check-in and
provided a lift out or one of walkers who had had enough !
17 Jan 2017

Bondi to Coogee evening Walk

NA

The walk went in very hot weather but a strong southerly sea breeze cooled
us doen. Even a hint of rain as we had dinner in the park.
It was very pleasant walking with a nice mixed group.

Robert Carter
Penny Pang
Kin Lee
Steve Watson
Margaret Rozea
Don Andrews
Kylie Carter
Susan Winterton
Rosemary MacDougall
Anthea Michaelis
P Members
Bruce Donnelley
Margaret St Hill
Bill Holland
Fran and Bill Holland
Patrick James
Nigel and Margaret
Weaver
Dot and Peter Stitt
Judy and Colin Barnes
Kare and Richard
Brading
Marianne and Geoff
Coleman
P Members
Peter Tzavellas
Suman Mistro
Paul Huntley
Angela Beveridge
Genevieve Savill

17 - 20 Jan 2017

Coolana

Morton NP

Don Finch

The main purpose of his trip was to complete the repairs to the base of the
composting toilet, this was done despite the weather which was extremely
hot and it reached 41 degrees on Tuesday. Spiro worked on weeds and tended trees on the eastern flat. Phil found time to cut up some dead trees and
some gravel was used to repair a section of the road. Leaves and sticks were
removed from behind and around the shelter shed. Batteries were replaced
in the toilet and atop the Eastern Flat Security Pole.

Rosie Kerrigan
Phil Butt
Spiro

19 Jan 2017

Yuri Bolotin

Zobels Ledge to Telephone Pass

Wollemi NP

ok
20 Jan 2017

Sheila Zaman
Nicola Le Couteur
Waterfall Creek

Blue Mountains NP

We came. We explored. We found some rainforest gorge. We found some
canyon. We went down some ropes. We went up some ropes. We found an
exit. It was good. Except the lawyer vine. That was bad, very bad!
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Tom Brennan
Rachel Grindlay
Ed Squires
Jo Squires
Ross Jamieson
Sue Bucknell
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21 Jan 2017

Kurnell to Cronulla

David Trinder

Botany Bay

The walk went well with 22 people in a variety of beautiful places. The weather was fine and warm and everybody including 3 visitors and 7 Prospective
Members performed well. The morning part of the walk involved walking
along the rocks south of Cape Solander and a long beach walk. The surf was
up so the sea was blue, white and energetic. Robert carter lead the afternoon
part of the walk and that involved rock hopping beside the ocean and wading
on the edge of Gunnamatta Bay and finishing at Cronulla.

Tony Crichton
Robert Carter
Kylie Carter
Tim Yewdall
Angela Barton
Mike Barton
Glenn Draper
John Kennett
Lyn Kennett
Andrew Vilder
Virginia Waller
P Members
Wilhelmina von
Buellen
Mark Sieler
Matthew Waugh
Joyce Choucair
Ramanathan
Viviana Sepulveda
Flores
Kimberley Commerford
Visitor
Maggie Fung
Hyphen
Yanwen Shao

21 Jan 2017

Thunder Canyon

Tom Brennan

Blue Mountains NP

Lovely trip down the infrequently descended Thunder Canyon. We visited one
of the upper sections of canyon that can't be seen by reversing the canyon
from the Claustral junction, before dropping into the main canyon.

Rachel Grindlay
Jon Bell
Srinivas Gowda
Ed Squires
Jo Squires
P Members
David Mason

21 - 22 Jan 2017

Coxs River camping

Tim Sutherland

Blue Mountains NP

The aim of the walk was to do the main length of the Cox through the Wild
dogs in one go.
The track down the Cox was surprisingly clear - and only ? 4 crossings were
necessary

Huw ap Rees
Margaret Rozea
Owen Kimberley
Michele Powell

Kanangra Creek was dry and Konangaroo Clearing was the stage of a pretty
serious dispute between two bulls , so we camped further on at Yellow Pup
Point
An early start got us to Blackhorse / Hobbles before the main heat of the day
- back to Galong at 2.30 pm
Not surprisingly , Breakfast creek at the foot of Blackhorse was dry - one or
two greenish pools only - which were used.
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21 - 22 Jan 2017

Canoe Creek camp

Wollemi NP

A very young crowd around the campfire for this relax camp in what is one of
the most spectacular setting for an easy overnight walk. Some explored up
and down river, many swam, one fished, others relaxed... all had a great time
in a wilderness area. Who would have thought we'd bump into the Allchin
brothers???

Vivien de Remy de
Courcelles
Roslyne Thorpe
Ian Thorpe
Emmanuelle Convert
James Blair
Bill Raffle
Scott Lee
Jade Chang
P Members
Juliet Baddelay
Ashley Blair
Visitor
Justine de Remy de
Courcelles
Aaron Lee
Alex Allchin
Cameron Allchin

22 Jan 2017

Mt Wilson to Bell

Blue Mountains NP

Geoff Goodyer

After shuffling cars from Bell the party moved quickly down the well worn
track from Mt Wilson to the Wollangambe River. One tricky little climb down
was completed with the aid of some tree roots and plenty of instructions from
the walkers below. The river is quite low - no deeper than the knees - and
the crossing easy.

Chris Dowling
Alexa Bullen
Jose Correa

From there to Wollangambe Crater we were mostly off track. We followed the
ridges which were generally quite open and sometimes a bit sandy. It was
thirsty work and we were pleased to make it to the rim of the crater for lunch.

Mandy McLean
Lyn McFeeter
Jan Davies
Margaret St Hill
Rob Betos
Nicola Le Couteur

After lunch we crossed the crater and picked up the track through to the Centre of the Universe where afternoon tea was enjoyed with sweeping views of
the area. From there it was a simple walk back to the cars.

P Members

The walk proved to be longer than expected but it was great to go through an
area that is not often visited. Congrats to all the prospectives who completed
the walk.
22 Jan 2017

West head-Elvina bay

Ku-ring-gai Chase NP

A long day-21kilometres over 7 1/2 hours. Excellent walking weather . A
most picturesque walk north of the harbour undisturbed by other walkers.
It's the equivalent of the Otford-Bundeena without the traffic.
No mishaps with our Creek crossings-pitching the right tide is the key. Tough
long boulder hopping sections were injury free. Pittwater Yha very accommodating for our late lunch break. A great credit to our Penshurst walker
who was keen enough to get up at 4.30 am travelling train and bus in order
to join the walk.
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John Pozniak
Sue Tiller
Bruno De Villenoisy
Michelle Rose
Petros Nikoloudis
Calogero Panvino
Pamela Campbell
P Members
Jenny Lian
Balloch Sondhi
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24 Jan 2017 Hornsby to Berowra Ku-ring-gai Chase NP, Berowra Valley RP

Robert Carter

Another warm day out however the heat was not as bad as the temperature
indicated due to a slight breeze and partially overcast day.

Penny Pang
Kin Lee
Steve Watson
Liping Pei

The group started out strongly bypassing the Hornsby Rifle Range via
marked tracks. Numerous short breaks were included for rehydration purposes throughout the walk. From Crosslands reserve we were very slow –
especially on the hills – with the group eventually splitting just below the final
ascent to Berowra due to the leader needing to attend a pre-arranged meeting (Hume & Hovell Track briefing) – thanks to Penny Pang for volunteering
to lead the slower group out over the last 1.5km.

P Members
Margaret St Hill
Visitor

Overall a good day out despite the warm day however this also brought out
plenty of large Lace Monitors that kept us entertained along the track.

Hyphen Chan

26 - 26 Jan 2017

Melanie Freer

Engadine to Kirrawee

Royal NP

Started at 8.30 am at Engadine Station. Morning tea at Audley at 10.30 am.
Walk finished at 12.30 pm at Sutherland Station. The weather was humid but
not hot. There were some great views from Bungonia look-out.

Melanie Freer
Susan Healy
Kate Griffiths
P Members
Andrew Duncanson
Mark Sieler
Helena Yee
Stephanie Yee
Hussein Awad
Jon Humpherys

26 - 29 Jan 2017

Cooleman Plains

Leigh McClintock

Kosciuszko NP

This was an approx 45 km anti-clockwise circuit. Lots of classical alpinelooking scenery, but no snow gums (altitude 1200 - 1650 m). About 50%
off-track, with most of that being across grassy plains, rather than bush. The
exception was on day 2, when we climbed Mt Jackson. The first 300 m or so
of vertical were through thick scrub. Elsewhere, the forest was quite open.
The view from Mt Jackson is superb - the Brindabellas loom huge to the east,
the Cooleman Plains stretch out to the south and west, and way over to the
south-west is the unmistakable silhouette of Jagungal.
Water was a bit of a problem - Cave Creek and its tributaries have a way
of disappearing underground. The Blue Waterhole provided a much-needed
chance to freshen up at the end of the walk.

Yvonne Brading
Stephen Brading
Glenn Draper
Claire Bradford
Rosemary MacDougal
John Millard
David Bell
Ian Thorpe
Roslyn Thorpe
P Members
Nicola Le Couteur

26 - 29 Jan 2017

Ettrema

David Carmichael

Morton NP

Swimming, ballet moves (the arabesque, of course), frisbee, cards, star gazing, rock skipping, water jumps, searching for lost mines, port sipping, lamingtons (Aust Day), popcorn under the stars, pool diving,cascade damming,
papparazzi photography - and time for a little bushwalking in between !

Cathie Goss
Damon de Coska
Bill Raffle
P Members
Shona Lindsay
Simon Carruthers
Visitor
David Sweeting
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27 Jan 2017

Cliffs and Pagodas North of Glowworm Tunnel

Wollemi NP

ok

28 Jan 2017

Yuri Bolotin
Sheila Zaman

Grand Canyon

Blue Mountains NP

Melanie Freer

Started at 8.45 am and finished at 1.30 pm. It was nice and cool along the
canyon. It was very hot as we climbed the Horse Track. There were beautiful
views from Evans Lookout.

Melanie Freer
Margaret Rozea
Angela Barton
Mike Barton

28 Jan 2017

Robert Carter

Just A Few Stairs

Blue Mountains NP

Another warm day for this walk however it was much cooler in the valley so
wasn’t all that bad !
This walk took in a number of the stairways providing access to the Jamison
Valley from the Katoomba plateau and was intended to provide the opportunity for building and maintaining fitness and strength for upcoming walks.
The group was very enthusiastic and did very well throughout the walk –
including dodging the many tourists also access the valley via our chosen
routes. During a rest break at the base of the Giant Stairway we were entertained by a large Lace Monitor who did not appreciate walkers disturbing
its stroll along the track and a small Red Bellied Black Snake that the leader
unknowingly stepped over however provided a bit of excitement for the next
in line.

Jo Daly
Alexa Bullen
Michelle Rose
Petros Nikoloudis
P Members
Robert Betos
Adrian Doyle
Margaret St Hill

Luckily we dodged a fairly violent storm with bringing torrential rain and hail
not long after settling into the Gearin Hotel for some much needed fluid replacement !
29 Jan 2017

Hawkesbury to Cowan

Ku-ring-gai Chase NP

Walk as planned. Weather very hot and humid. All participants completed
walk in expected time

John Michaelis
Anthea Michaelis
Melinda Long
Tracy Edwards
David Pender
sarah Homewood
Vincent Murray
Misako Sugiyama

Have you seen the latest Colong
Foundation Bulletin?
The latest edition of the
Bushwalking NSW magazine is available for
downloaded at:
http://www.bushwalkingnsw.org.au/
bushwalker-archives/
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If not, you can download it from the
Colong Foundation website at:
www.colongwilderness.org.au
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