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From the President
John Kennett
Good Times
The club is going through a mini-boom at the
moment. Membership is growing thanks to a surge
in new members. Interest in joining the club is high;
36 new people attended the Information Night at
Kirribilli in early May. Luckily 5 volunteers were on
hand to answer questions.
In line with the surge of new members, demand
for the Basic Skills Workshop is strong. The next
one is on Saturday June 3. We need volunteers to
deliver the training to 50 participants. Get in touch
with skillsenhancement@sbw.org.au if you can lend
a hand.
Prospectives : please respect the fact that a lot of
work and time goes into organising and staffing the
Workshops. Please don’t treat your enrolment as if
it is just a party invitation you can choose to take up
or discard. Plenty of other people will have missed
out on registration.
Another sign of booming times, the weekend of
6 to 7 May might have been a record in terms of
the number of events offered: 15 on the combined
Autumn Program and Short Notice Program. I don’t
recall ever seeing so many on one weekend. It was
a shame to see one of them had to be postponed
due to an injury to the leader. Richard Pattison’s
Mother Woila trip (Deua National Park) promised to
be the mother of all challenging SBW trips this year!
I look forward to seeing when it is rescheduled.
In April, we also saw Robert Carter lead a 26 day
trip the full length of the Hume and Hovell track,
from Yass to Albury, a great achievement for the
club. Robert believes this is a very underrated walk
that with some more input from local councils could
be turned into something really impressive.
Oversubscribed Trips
The busy first weekend of May followed a few weeks
of very high attendances. The Easter weekend, for
example, saw many very well attended overnight
trips. (The beautiful weather at the moment is, of
course, a factor). Unfortunately, some trips were
heavily oversubscribed, and some Prospectives
and Full Members had the disappointing experience
of missing out more than once. Hey, don’t take it
personally; you just applied the same week as a
heck of lot of other people wanted to, or were able
to go. Persist, you will get more opportunities.
Incidentally, being oversubscribed can be stressful
for leaders. They don’t want to turn down people but
they have to for safety reasons and regulations. For
example, there is a National Parks rule that parties
must not exceed a maximum of 8 in wilderness
areas such as The Wild Dogs.
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Some people ask: can’t you run a second trip on
the same day when oversubscribed? The answer is
that sometimes it can be arranged. I recall large
numbers broken into two groups for Victoria Falls to
Govetts Leap. But normally two experienced leaders
are not available on the same day for the same walk.
Prospectives and Q Walks
Despite repeated advice to the contrary, a small
number of inexperienced Prospectives apply only for
difficult Q walks, then get disappointed if not angry
when they are not accepted. The great majority of
people who join the club are capable of Q walks
but the sensible thing to do, if you are relatively
inexperienced, is try easier walks first and work your
way upwards. Practically the only circumstances
someone would not be accepted on an easier walk
is when the trip is full, in which case the rejection
has nothing to do with who you are. If the trip is full,
you will get rejected even if you have done the K to
K in under 10 hours.
Navigation Feat of the Month
I hope Tom doesn’t mind me stealing something
from his article on ANZAC Day at Splendour Rock
but this is a real delight.
Alan Osland managed to navigate his way from
Dunphys Car Park to Splendour Rock in the dark
between 1am and about 4.30 am, never having
been there before, without a map, compass or GPS.
Asleep in his car at Dunphy’s, the party had set off
without him, unaware that Alan was parked next
to the leader. Alan took a photo of the tourist map
on display at the car park, and seamlessly found
his way to Mobbs Soak where he was able to follow
others to the Rock. Alan, you should be teaching
Nav at the Basic Skills Workshop !
Honorable mentions for navigation in the past
month also go to Dorothy Jakab on Caro’s Sassafras
to Nerriga trip, Huw App Rees’ extraordinary night
time ascent of Gouougang, and Paul Barton’s metre
perfect, compass and map navigation through the
maze of spurs and ridges below Miners Pass.
SBW and The Wild Dogs
Many members will be aware of the role founding
member Miles Dunphy had in naming locations in
the Wild Dogs Mountains.
I had two reminders in the last month of the SBW
influence on that area. Descendants of Wiff Knight
wrote to us seeking biographical information. We
were not able to help much; the Magazine had only
a few stories on or by Wiff. But, apparently Knights
Deck was named for Wiff sometime in the 1920s
before SBW was founded.
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On a Tim Sutherland trip in early May, we stumbled
on another SBW item. Climbing to the top of Bellbird
Point, we found a plaque dedicated to Phyliss
Roots who died in September 1940. Phyliss was a
Committee member in the 1930s. Her husband Wal
was a President. Various children joined the club in
the late 1940s. It is not clear if Dave Roots of Balls
Pyramid fame was a relative. Maybe someone in the
club will know.
Not an SBW thing, but nonetheless amusing. Tim
tells me Dex Creek was named after Miles’ dog
Dexter. Of course, these days Dexter would not be
welcome in the National Park.
Committee Bits and Pieces
Just a few items from the May meeting. Bruno was
appointed as New Members Secretary. He has now
actively taken up this very challenging admin role;
there are a lot of Prospectives to look after.
Meanwhile, work is progressing on exploring how
we can take advantage of the wonderful work done
by Canberra Bushwalking Club (thanks Linda!) in
developing a website to suit clubs in the era of the
smartphone amongst other things. Richard Quinn
has had some very productive discussions with the
developers.
The Treasurer, Anne-Marie, has made progress in
bringing the club’s diverse bank and investment
accounts into a more manageable framework. Our
predecessors had judiciously spread our investment
accounts to exploit better interest rates and limit
risk. A good idea except that after a few years of
Committee changes, we sometimes can’t identify the
signatories, and the financial companies concerned
won’t not tell us who they are for security reasons.
Such an account becomes practically untouchable.
But, all will soon be fixed.
The Integrated Program
All too frequently out on walks I meet people who
don’t realise there is a thing called the Integrated

Program which combines the seasonal Program (eg
Winter) and the Short Notice Program. The latter
comes out as an email every Monday. You will find
the link for the Integrated Program a few lines down
the page of the email.
The Integrated Program is the place to look if you
want to know what is on this weekend. The Short
Notice Program is not the sum total of what is on;
it is only a list of additions to the regular Program.
Annual Membership Rollover
The Membership Renewal notices went out in late
April for “electronic” members. The notices for
“paper” members go out with this issue of the
Magazine. As at 12 May, Thuy had received over
200 renewals, so we are about 40 to 45% along the
way, with the official rollover date being 31 May.
As usual, a few people experience the odd hic-cup
when renewing, but if it happens to you, just contact
our Membership Secretary who will sort it out.
New Leaders
Congratulations to new leaders Mark Wigley,
Andrew Price, Suzanne Gapps and Kavita Joshi.
Keep coming: we need you! If you would like to
lead, get in touch with a regular leader for advice on
how to choose and schedule a walk, how to do the
paperwork, and what special considerations need to
be addressed. Pick a manageable walk you want to
do. You will be surprised how many other people will
like the same style of walks you do.
I attended the Bush Club Leaders Night in April
partly for the great food but mostly to see how they
do things. We have an insider in Bush Club; SBW
member Robyn Christie is President! If I had to
sum it up in one sentence, Bush Club have learned
that there is a fine line between mentoring and
encouraging new leaders, and getting in the way of
their creativity, enthusiasm and individual style.
See you on the track !

The Sustainability Corner
Over a couple of visits in a National Park close to Sydney I have found deflated balloons on no less than
five sites. On one site it was a cluster of about 20 half melted balloons. Most people would not willingly
throw a plastic bag in the bush so why is it acceptable to let helium-filled balloons fly in the air only to
land in the bush, waterways or the ocean?
One thing that everyone can do is take 3: take three pieces of rubbish they find at the beach, in
waterways, in the bush... everywhere. It is Clean-up Australia Day everyday.
The ABC is about to screen a three part program on how much waste the Australian society is
generating. The series comes with an informative and eye opening website.
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Obituary William Henry (Bill) Burke
27 September 1920 -5 April 2017
Shirley Dean

Bill Burke became a
prospective member
of the Sydney Bush
Walkers as a young
man in 1938, and he
became a member in
1939. He embraced
the club and its
activities, with some
of his early trips in
the Megalong Valley
with Bill Hall and Alex
Colley. The “Tyrol”
farm, belonging to
the Carlon Family was
an important focal
point for the club
and for Bill. Some of
his early walks were
challenging, but he
relished both the challenge and the camaraderie.
On 10 June 1940 Bill joined the Army and he served
with the Australian Infantry until 7 December 1945.
He saw active service, including in the Middle East
and Papua New Guinea. During his time on active
service, his links with the Sydney Bush Walkers
were important to him - and to the SBW. He was
a beneficiary of the work of the members of the
SBW Comfort Committee, which was mostly women
members of the club, who worked together to send
various comforts to their boys.
His letters home were published, along with
letters from other members serving in the war, in
the “Letters from the Lads” section of the Sydney
Bush Walkers every month during the war. These
letters provided insight into the experiences of SBW
members who were serving in the armed forces.
They also maintained and even strengthened the
links between the members serving overseas and
those at home, and helped when these servicemen
and women eventually came home.
I joined the club as a sixteen year old in 1944. Bill and
others like him set the standards for walking and for
behaviour. If you didn’t fit in - weren’t “compatible”
- you wouldn’t be invited back. For those who did fit
in - who shared the values and outlook of the club it was a wonderful and welcoming experience, based
on some very challenging physical adventures.

Sydney expanded to the west, their land increased
significantly in value. By subdividing and selling
off some of their land, Bill was able to build some
wealth, which supported him later in life, including
with his activities with SBW.
From the late 1940s into the 1960s, Bill was very
active in the expansion of the Club’s activities. SBW
members undertook walks across NSW but also as
far afield as Tasmania and New Zealand. Camps
at Era in the Royal National Park were regular and
enjoyable social gatherings, including swimming
and surfing. Bill was always concerned to ensure
new members were supported to keep up with the
pace of the activities.
Bill was active in the Federation of Bushwalkers
Search and Rescue Team ready to lend a hand
when called upon. He was also very active and
enthusiastic in expanding activities to include skiing
in the winter. He was a member of the Kandahar Ski
Lodge at Perisher and hosted many SBW members
for skiing trips there over 25 years.
He was active in the Club’s decision to purchase
Coolana, in the Kangaroo Valley in 1969. It was Bill
who argued that the Club should approach the State
Electricity Commission for compensation, after
electricity poles were erected across the land at
Coolana - securing some valuable revenue for SBW.
He also made a contribution to the SBW’s financial
operations through his role as Business Manager for
the magazine.
A more important legacy, however, was his attitude
towards the SBW and its members. He felt very
strongly that being a member of SBW - or any club
- was far more about what each member could do
to contribute to their Club, than about what benefits
members could gain from their club. This attitude of
service and commitment shines through all his work.
He had a long, happy and constructive engagement
with SBW.
Lastly we will remember Bill’s introduction of the
“happy hour” when a dash of rum was added to hot
lemon barley water bringing cheer and camaraderie
at the end of a hard days walk, before the shared
evening. So raise your mug to celebrate the life of
Billy Burke

Not long after he came back from the war, Bill
married Kath Spedding and they moved to Pennant
Hills, to a house on acreage, where they raised
their four boys. This was an important move, which
they may not have foreseen - years later, when
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Anzac Day - the quick way!
25 April: Tom Brennan

unfortunate camper who had headed off into the
bush to do a number two, only to have dug his hole
in the dark right in the middle of the track! A bit of
embarrassment ensued on both sides!
Our arrival at 5:30am coincided with the start of
people gathering for the service, so we were able
to take up prime spots. Alan also appeared, having
slept past the 1am meeting time in a car right next
to the meeting point! He had made his own way to
Mobbs using a photo of the map at the car park, and
then tagged along with other groups for the last bit.

The final notes of the Last Post faded in the dawn
air. The crowd turned to face the rising sun for the
minute’s silence, the clouds over Lake Burragorang
turning orange with the coming light. I teared up
thinking of the bushwalkers who went overseas to
fight, never to walk in their beloved bush again.
Five hours earlier, six of us had gathered in the dark
at the signboard at Dunphys Camping Area. Despite
the cool forecast, the night was mild, and I was in
shorts and t-shirt. I was feeling quite good even
though I had only had two hours sleep. The usually
reliable Alan was nowhere to be seen at 1am, so
after a few minutes of waiting, we marched off up
the fire trail heading for Medlow Gap. I had no idea
how the walking in the dark would go once we left
the fire trail, so had allowed an extra hour or so of
time over what I thought the walk in to Splendour
Rock would take us in the daytime.
Morning tea, if you can call it that at 2:30am, was
taken at Medlow Gap.

Despite Anzac Day falling on a Tuesday, I’d say
there were still over 80 people who made it there for
the service at 6am, including fellow SBWers Glenn
Draper and Lisa Sheldon, who had been out for 4
days. This year featured a school choir, a trumpeter
and a piper. In such a stunning place it is hard not
to be moved by the ceremony, with the backdrop of
Mt Cloudmaker and Kanangra Walls. A fitting site for
the bushwalkers’ war memorial.

I lent Bill one of my torches, as both of his had
stopped working. It was a short walk to the start of
the bush track around the Dogs Terrace to Mobbs
Soak, the turnoff now marked with an NPWS sign.
We made Mobbs in fairly good time, at around
3:50am, for a quick snack and drink stop.

Bill was feeling a bit better after breakfast. We
picked up Alex Allchin, who was on the last stage
of his Mittagong to Katoomba walk, for the jaunt to
Mt Mouin. Based on the condition of the track, most
parties turn off at Blackhorse Gap, as there’s not
much of a footpad to Mt Mouin. Which is a shame,

I was a bit worried about waking people up, but
there was plenty of noise and action at Mobbs, as
other parties who’d camped there got ready for
the shorter walk up to Splendour Rock. We lost the
track at Mobbs in the dark, and spent some time
floundering around in the bush looking for it, aided
by GPS, phone and my track log from last year.
Bill was starting to feel nauseous, and we slowed
a lot for the walk to the turnoff up to Mt Dingo.
Luckily we still had a fair bit of the extra time in
hand, and were still on track for the service. On
our way in to Splendour Rock, we surprised an
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because there are excellent views from the narrow
rocky ridge that leads over Blackhorse Mountain to
Mouin, and great rock formations to boot, not to
mention the vistas from Mouin itself.

covered nearly 30km. A solid day however you look
at it, but certainly well worth the effort!

Last year when descending off Mouin, Karl and I
turned too late to hit the fire trail that climbs the
side of the mountain. This year I turned too early.
Same result. Sketchy scrambling on steep, loose
scree slopes.
Luckily it only lasted about 15 minutes, and one
large rock that I had to dodge!
From there it was an easy walk down the old fire
trail to the White Dog Track, and then the slog back
along the main fire trail to Dunphys Camping Area.
Thankfully less than the 9km marked on the NPWS
sign at Medlow Gap! We were back at the cars at
1pm, pretty much 12 hours after we left, having

Correction
The April 2017 Newsletter contained notification
as to Changes to the Committee where the word
‘elected’ was used in relation to the appointment of
Isabelle Moss (Secretary/Public Officer) and Richard
Quinn (General Committee Member – Technology
Refresh) to the Committee. In both cases a Casual
Vacancy existed due to the resignation of duly

elected Committee Members following the 2017
AGM and was filled in accordance with Clause 18
of the Constitution and therefore neither Isabelle
or Richard were technically ‘elected’ however were
‘appointed’. The Committee would like to thank Mr
Ian Wolfe for raising the need to clarify and correct.

Social Program
Wed 21 June - Carretera Austral and Torres del Paine, Chile. Lesley Clarke is doing a presentation
on the joys and challenges of the SBW trip along the Carretera Austral in Southen Chile. Virginia Riley
will report on her SBW trip to Torres del Paine. Expect a dazzling slideshow of rugged peaks, glaciers,
glacial lakes, and ancient forests.
Wed 19 July - SBW Mid-Winter Feast. Banish the winter blues and catch up with old friends and
new walking buddies! Bring a plate, the club supplies drinks including fabulous mulled wine! Sure to
be a great evening! Note... no dinner to be had before the feast, as there will be plenty of food and
conviviality.
Wed 16 August - The Hume & Hovell Track extends 425km in southern NSW from Cooma Cottage
near Yass to the Hovell Tree in Albury and roughly follows the route of Hume & Hovell during their
journey of exploration in 1824. In April 2017 Robert Carter led an end-to-end adventure over 26 days
along the track which provided many experiences for those involved.
If you have any ideas for social events, contact Tracey Avolio: social@sbw.org.au
All meetings are held at the Kirribilli Neighbourhood Centre, Fitzroy St Kirribilli and start at 7.35 pm
unless otherwise stated. The KNC is within easy walking distance of Milson’s Point station.
Why not join other club members for dinner at “The Pizzeria Rio”, a cheap pizza place that is next door
to the Kirribilli Neighbourhood centre in Fitzroy Street. Club members assemble there from 6.00pm on.
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Walks and Activities Report
Rachel Grindlay
Leaders: After the activity, reports must be submitted via the online form. If your walk is cancelled, please
send a brief email advising the same to walksreporting@sbw.org.au. Keep the signature sheet as this is a
legal document. If you want your report to be published as an article email the report and any photos (jpeg
or tiff format) to editor@sbw. org.au.
You can also send one or two photos to the editor for inclusion in the walk reporting section of the magazine.

1 - 24 Feb 2017

Patagonia

Torres del Paine NP, Chile & Los
Glaciares NP, Argentina

Torres del Paine National Park
Torres del Paine "O" circuit - 130kms over 10 days
Catamaran across Lake Pehoe to Paine Grande-Camp Italiano-Los CuernosCamp Torres-Camp Central-Dickson-Camp Perros-Camp El Paso-Grey
Los Glaciares National Park

Virginia Riley
Sue Tiller
Sandy See
Mary Lui
Sheila Zaman
Allan Osland
Peter Love
Grace Love

Day trip to Perito Moreno glacier
Day walks in Los Glaciares National Park. El Chalten to Loma del Pliegue Tumbado and El Pilar
3 day walk - El Chalten-Camp De Agostini-Camp Poincenot-El Chalten
4 Mar 2017

Boobera Pool

Tony Crichton

Heathcote NP

Route modified from planned route as the track up to Boobera Pool along
Woronora River was impassable due to thick bush determined 2 weeks before.
So we went in and out of Boobera Pool at the top end then back to Heathcote
along the Pipeline Track.
Minimal rain apart from the start at Waterfall Station and lunchtime! The walkers showed great spirit and the day fined up at the end. A good day overall but
the weather and rainy day prevented us from having a sunny swim at Boobera
Pool.

Tony Manes
Genevieve Savill
Angela Beveridge
Tim Yewdall
Patricia Huang
Daniel Eckermann
P Members
Wilhelmina von
Buellen
Joyce Choucair
Sarah Homewood
Visitor
Dawn Trubow (USA

New members
The committee approved the following new members at the May meeting:
David Chan
Alex Alperovich
Belinda Smith
Damien Smith
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Amanda Bray
Patrick Lorimer
Kavita Joshi
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18 Mar 2017

Sassafras Creek

Blue Mountains NP

Walk started at Faulconbridge Station in light rain with weather forecast for
Faulconbridge for 4mm AM and 4mm PM rainfall. However a massive rain storm
of incredible intensity commenced as we entered the forest. After one hour or
less Clarinda Falls was in massive flood and Sassafras Creek flooded. It became apparent that it would be impossible to cross the creek as required and
it would also be too dangerous. The walk was immediately abandoned and we
returned safely to Sassafras Station and then the cars at Glenbrook Station.
The members and all prospectives agreed to abandon the walk and adjourn to
the Glenbrook coffee shop.

Tony Crichton
Denise Woodcock
Anne-Marie Cooper
Misako Fugiyama
P Members
David Chan
Wilhelmina von
Buellen

Thanks to all who attended the walk in what became appalling conditions and
well done to all for their endurance!
24 - 26 Mar 2017

Carretera Austral Chile

Chile

The trip plan was to do the walks and occasional boat trip along the southern
half of the Carretera Austral from Coyhaique and its southernmost point at
Villa O'Higgins, with a loop to the east on the return. This covered a range of
landscapes, including southern beech forests, high peaks, glaciers, magnificent
wild rivers and semi desert. As expected, weather determined the outcome,
though we didn't vary too far from the planned walks. The following were the
main activities.
A few nights camping at Parque Patagonia, with day walks. We had planned to
do a 3 day trip through the park, but weather put that one aside.

Lesley Clarke
Virginia Riley
Sheila Zaman
Peter Love
Grace Love
Visitor
Lenore Gunning

A boat trip to Laguna San Rafael with an overnight camp at a well appointed
site, a boat ride to the Glaciar San Rafael and a morning walk to the glacier
viewpoint.
Caleta Tortel, a town near the end of road, with no roads and miles of boardwalks. We walked the viewpoint loop, with spectacular views over the Rio Baker
delta, the fiord and the town, and a few kilometers of boardwalk to return.
Villa O'Higgins, where there are a number of walks, all of them up and a 12hr
ferry trip down the fiord and to the O'Higgins glacier. As we were based in
town, people did different walks, some did the ferry trip and some didn't. An
avalanche put paid to our planned overnight walk and cold, raining weather to
any idea of camping in town.
From Villa O'Higgins, we returned on the Carretera Austral, stopping to camp
at a farm, with a campground beside the Rio Baker, views of the Cordon Los
Ñadis across the river. We had perfect sunshine for a day walk along the river
to the Corte San Pedro, where a tunnel had been excavated by pioneers for a
road to take their produce south. As the weather turned foul the next day, we
didn't get to check out the lookout walk.
We drove around Lago General Carrera, with a return to sunshine, then and
for the rest of the trip. The road around is hairy in places, but the views of the
Andes peaks stunning.
Jeinimeni National Park, close to the Argentine border has a few options. We
did a well marked lunar landscape walk on the way in, and once in the park,
there was an option of a two day walk down the valley, or to camp and do day
walks. Breathtaking mountain landscapes with all options.
Our final walk destination was Villa Cerro Castillo, for the 4 day Cerro Castillo
circuit walk. The highlight of this walk is the Cerro Castillo peaks, the glacial
lake and glaciers. We were also lucky to have the autumn display of southern
beech leaves turning.
There are plenty of other points of interest along the road - river confluences,
the Capillas de Marmol, Lago General Carrera and other beautiful lakes, more
glaciers and peaks. Not many tourists and not a lot of traffic.
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26 Mar 2017

Wild Dogs

John Currie

Blue Mountains NP

Humid day but avoided the recent rain. By popular consent avoided Knights Pup
and ascended Cattle Dog Ridge instead. Breakfast Creek was up and ascending Knights Pup would have involved plenty of creek crossings before reaching
the ascent point. Huge mountain parrots seemed to follow us along Blue Dog
Ridge. First time I have seen Breakfast Creek free flowing into the Cox, and a
nice looking trout just up the creek from that point. Plenty of sweat, but a fit
party toiling up Ironmonger Ridge and then back to the cars.

Anne-Marie Cooper
Mark Wigley
Frances Bottrell
Tim Sutherland
Huw Ap Rees
P Member
Ben Carter

1 Apr 2017

Gunderman Trig

John Kennett

Marramarra NP

Brilliant day after so much wet weather. Spectacular Mondels Cave, nice trail
to Grundermans Trig (in fair condition) before an adventurous descent from
the second saddle after the Trig to Layburys Creek. Turns out there is only one
way down through a formidable cliff line. Fortunately we found it. Hundreds of
grooves at the axe grinding site. Thanks to experienced leaders on the walk we
had no navigation issues. A really nice day and very good company.

Margaret Rozea
Paul Barton
Alexa Bullen
Penny Pang
Kin Lee
Nicola Le Coutier
Jenny Stephens
Susan Healey
Angela Beveridge
Genevieve Savill
P Members
Damien Smith
Belinda Smith
Keith Lamb
Jenny Clough
Dale Baker
Arun Kumar

1 Apr 2017

The Middle Valleys

Yuri Bolotin

Ben Bullen SF

ok

Damon de Costa
P Members
Grace Cho
Dorothy Jacab

1 Apr 2017

Jamison Creek

Caro Ryan

Blue Mountains NP

After the recent rains it was great to see Jamison Creek looking so pristine
and clean, all the way down to the ford. Almost looked good enough to drink!
Eeek. Beautiful day, a perfect sunshine and breeze amongst the other rainy
days recently. Great group with good banter and all the prospectives did well,
especially those with their first off-track adventures.

John Currie
Anne-Marie Cooper
Jo Daly
Dianne Hester
Jodie Dixon
Jose Correa
P Members
Kavita Joshi
Matthew Dickerson
Paula Lay
Megan Lewis
Rachael Nolan

8

2017 May SBW Magazine

1 Apr 2017

Miners Pass

Blue Mountains NP

After an ordinary couple of weeks of weather, we scored perfect blue skies for
a mix of on and off-track walking in the Jamison Valley.
Miners Pass itself was relatively straight forward with a tape being used by
some on one short section. We then walked a fairly direct route on various
ridges and spurs across the bottom of the valley to Leura Cascades in order to
minimise time on the fire trail towards the end.

Jon Bell & Peter
Bruce (co-leaders)
Huw ap Rees
Stephen Brading
Adrian Doyle
Frances Bottrell
Geoff Goodyer

After all the recent rain (including another dump two days before the walk), we
couldn't be certain about how much water we would encounter at the crossings of Kedumba River and Leura Falls Creek. Both turned out to be fine (only
a few inches higher than normal) but with signs that things would have been
interesting down there a week or two previously when all the waterfalls of the
valley were pumping.
This longish day walk had been planned to make the most of the last day of
daylight saving but with everything going smoothly and a strong group we
found ourselves at the pub with daylight to spare.
2 Apr 2017

Otford to Helensburgh

Royal NP

A good turn out considering the weather. A great group to walk with especially
with the number of leeches and the unexpected creek crossing resulting in wet
feet. An early arvo finish with a quick side trip to the glow worm tunnel for
some.

Jo Daly
Brian Tomney
Scott Lee
Janina Szyndler
Alex Allchin
Stephen Dolphin
Nigel Wingate
Tony Manes
Kay Chan
P Members
Ken Ji
Ghada El-Ghoul
Alison Richardson
Ismael Avalos
Tom MacDonald

2 Apr 2017

Redledge

Blue Mountains NP

The day started off with heavy mist and so there were no views from Narrowneck. The mist gradually lifted and we were rewarded with views from Redledge. A few leeches across the road to Devils Hole. A great day.

Angela Barton
Micheal Barton
Jodie Dixon
Chris Dowling
Tracey Avolio
Margaret Rozea
Matthew Dickerson
Glenn Draper
P Members
Roslyn Johnson
Nicci Riley
Anthony Powell
Susan Baar
Kavita Joshi
Yvonne Chan
Visitor
Victor Hulain
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3 - 27 Apr 2017

Hume & Hovell Track

Robert Carter

Southern NSW

A wonderful adventure along this historic route between Yass and Albury in
Southern NSW however not without a number of challenges!
(Refer to newsletter article for more details.)

Don Andrews
Geoff Bishop
Steve Willems
Tumut to
Tubarumba:
Di Bradbury
Karen Darby
Tony Murphy

4 - 6 Apr 2017

Gingra Creek

Leigh McClintock

Kanangra-Boyd NP

We squandered an hour or so climbing to the top of Crafts Wall - very thick
scrub on top, but good views. It started to rain at lunch time, and didn't stop.
Our camp down on Gingra Creek was a subdued affair. We had to spread out to
find enough spots to pitch out tents (or fly), and it was too wet for a fire.
On the second day the famous Cedar Road initially offered some hope of
smooth progress, but pretty soon we found ourselves in the creek bed, where
we stayed all the way to the Kowmung. It had stopped raining, and although
there wasn't much chance to get things dry, our pyroscientists did manage to
get a nice fire going. Spirits rose.

Peter Love
Grace Love
Kelvin Russell
Bruno de Villenoisy
David Bell

The climb back to the cars on our final day was supposed to be about 18km,
but Grace's gizmo put it at more like 21 or 22. By the time we reached the
carpark we all felt that we had well and truly earned a quick refreshment at the
Hampton Hotel.
6 Apr 2017

Koopartoo Ravine, Trident and Koopartoo Point

Yuri Bolotin

Wollemi NP

ok

Daryl Watson
Ian Starkey
Linda Starkey
P Member
Dorothy Jakab

7 - 9 Apr 2017

Wollemi NP canyoning

David Carmichael

Wollemi NP

An excellent 3 days canyoning finished off with a half day run through Drainpipe/Pipeline canyon(s).

Alan Osland (1 day)
P Member
David Sweeting
Visitor
Rory Hentschel

Can’t think of a walk to lead?
There are well over 1,000 overnight and extended trips outlined in the Historical Walks Database, found
by logging in to the Members Area on our website and following the link to Historical Walks Record
www.sbw.org.au
Here you will find a list of all the overnight or extended walks run by the club from its inception to the
present day. Look at the region you are interested in and see what walks have been done there in the past!
Use this wonderful resource to help plan your next walk!
10
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8 Apr 2017

McCarrs Creek to Morning Bay

Ku-ring-gai Chase NP

A beautiful day for this partly exploratory walk for the leader. The highlight was
rock hopping down MacCarrs Creek which due to the recent rains was flowing
very well. From the mouth of the creek we walked on tidal flats to Elvina Bay
and had lunch at a lovely secluded bay. Then onto Lovett Bay via a beautiful
and impressive waterfall which flowed from Frederick Pool. A great walk with
varied landscape.

Sue Tiller
Bruno De Villenoisy
Virginia Riley
Dave Harter
Petros Nikoloudis
Michelle Rose
Nigel Wingate
P Members
Amy Wigget
Amanda Allen
Peter Tzavellas
Joe MacKenzie
Ciaran Friis
Pegah Haghighat
Joan Ho
Visitor
Margaret Wigget

8 - 9 Apr 2017

Red Rocks

Wollemi NP

Tim Hager

The walk proceeded as planned on Saturday morning arriving at The Room
at lunchtime. Then things changed when water was surprisingly hard to find
after the recent rain. A single pool was eventually found in Canobla Creek but
this took up most of the afternoon. We were rewarded with a great sunset
from the vantage point overlooking the Capertee valley. The exploration of the
Red Rocks took place on Sunday morning rather than Saturday afternoon as
planned. We scrambled up Point Nicholson and the first Red Rock, both of which
were very rewarding. The second Red Rock proved to be more difficult and will
have to wait until another day. After lunch at The Room, we returned via the
inward route rather than the Altar Room which will be visited on another day.
Any excuse to return to this fascinating area.

Angela Barton
Angela Beveridge
David Pender
Bill Raffle

9 Apr 2017

Mark Wigley

Mt Solitary Traverse

Blue Mountains NP

Great walk with a couple of steep climbs and glorious views from Mt Solitary.
Completed in 8 hours by a fit and chatty group. Huge storm just as we were
completing the car shuffle at the end of the walk.

P Members
Alex Alperovitch
Willem Knopper
Patrick Lorrimer
Nick Rutledge

Einion Thomas
Garry O'Toole
Margaret Rozea
Alexa Bullen
Jo Daly
David Angell
Skye O'Donnell
P Members
Rita Riccio
Andrew Horton
Tina Corbridge
Nikhilesh Sharma
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9 - 15 Apr 2017

Great Ocean Walk (Vic) Great Otway & Port Campbell NP

5 SBW walkers (along with some Upper Blueys and Bush Club members) recently completed the Great Ocean Walk. A wonderful 7 (or 8) day 100km hike
- highly recommended - especially if you want to get more experience of multiday walks.
The day before we started the walk we were warned about torrential rain and
gale force winds about to descend on us. One member of the group even
considered getting a taxi to the first night's campsite! The next day as we all
started off there was a slight drizzle of rain which did turn into some heavy rain
at times - fortunately it stopped long enough for us to put up our tents when we
got to our campsite "Blanket Bay". Every GOW (Great Ocean Walk) campsite
has a cooking shelter with a rainwater tank and a toilet. The shelter was much
appreciated as we cooked our first night's meal and it rained outside. Blanket
Bay turned out to be the best place to be when apparently there were winds
of up to 130km/hr in the area that night. We even had dry tents to pack up in
the morning - luxury!

Joanne Armstrong
Frances Bottrell
Gordon Jagger
Rosemary
MacDougal
Samira Bachir

The weather was much kinder for the rest of the hike - most days overcast with
the occasional periods of gorgeous sunshine. 2 days with lots of sunshine.
The campsites were great. Favourite ones were Johanna Beach (where we
picked up our food drop - another luxury) and Devils Kitchen. Both campsites
were high up overlooking beaches where you could sit for hours mesmerised
by the endless waves rolling in from the Great Southern Ocean. Most days we
arrived at our campsites by lunchtime so there was plenty of time to relax, read
or sit and watch the ocean.
We were all constantly surprised that there seemed to be so few people hiking
the Great Ocean Walk - apparently most people do it as a series of day walksbut there were even fewer day walkers that we met compared to overnight hikers. It was a culture shock to finally arrive at the 12 Apostles and find hundreds
of tourists all cramming for views of the 12 (now 8) Apostles. Many thanks to
all those who came along for their great company.
13 Apr 2017 Eldorado Slots West and Ariadne Thread
ok

Wollemi NP

Yuri Bolotin
Ian Starkey
P Member
Charles Dunn
Visitors
Karen Able
Peter Hannam

Have you seen the latest Colong
Foundation Bulletin?
The latest edition of the
Bushwalking NSW magazine is available for
downloaded at:
http://www.bushwalkingnsw.org.au/
bushwalker-archives/
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If not, you can download it from the
Colong Foundation website at:
www.colongwilderness.org.au
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14 - 16 Apr 2017

Kanangra Boyd NP

Kanangra-Boyd NP

Ross Jamieson, Stacei Cowley and Peter Marshall started early Good Friday for
Dunphys Camping Area to walk on the fire trail to Medlow Gap and then into
Yellow Pup Track. Yellow Pup track was quite wet with creeks formed on the
track on the way to Mobbs Swamp where we had an early lunch.
On reaching the Coxs River we found the water level was only a little bit above
normal, despite all the rain we had during March, so we crossed easily. The going was slow due to the track being non-existent. We did not reach Moko Creek
until after dark and were surprised to find little water there.

Peter Marshall
Ross Jamieson
P Member
Anastasia Cowley

In the morning we found the river still slow going all the way to Bunggalooloo
Ridge. Bunggalooloo Creek was flowing so we collected water there. The ridge
was straight forward as there is a track up formed by many years of walking by
Catholic Bushwalking Club members. At the top we picked up a markers which
were placed there by a member of the Catholic Bushwalking Club in the early
90s. The way down Wonga Wonga Ridge East is very steep and at the bottom
very scrubby. The Kowmung River was well above the normal level so it took
time to cross. We had a slow slog up New Yards Ridge to the Shack. The Shack
is a property owned by Guntawang Inc. and is used by the Catholic Bushwalking Club. There was very good three course meal provided for all who walked
in and drove in to enjoy.
We began our return trip early with a long slog along Scotts Main Range Firetrail. The climb down Mount Cookem was slow as it is steep with a lot of loose
stones and uneven ground. The crossing of Coxs River was fun as we all picked
a different routes and found different depths of water. On the other side we
found an abandoned tent and equipment which had been washed away by flood
waters. We completed the trip by walking the White Dog road and fire trail. We
reached the car at about 7.00 pm.
14 - 17 Apr 2017

Kowmung River and Gangerang Range Blue Mountains NP,
Kanangra-Boyd NP

A terrific Easter weekend in Kanangra in great company where each day offered a different walking experience. On day 1, we left around 10:30am and
reached our first camp site at the junction of Gabes Gully and Gingra Creek
via a detour to the top of Crafts Wall. Day 2, we walked along Gingra Creek for
about 6 hours before picking up a ridge to reach the Gingra Trail that led us to
the Kowmung River. Day 3, we walked up to the Compagnoni Pass and the Ti
Willa plateau via Stockyard Spur and set up camp at 100 Man Cave. Day 4, we
walked back to Kanangra Walls along the Gangerang Trail. Just past Rumble
Knoll, Sue had the misfortune to trip and tumble heavily down the side of the
track. A rocky platform stopped her momentum about 10 metres down from
the track. It looked very scary and potentially could have been much more dramatic but luckily she only suffered a cut to her scalp. Throughout the incident
the whole party remained calm, composed and helpful with Jim providing expert first aid. We were back walking within half an hour and reached Kanangra
Walls just after 3pm.
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Bruno De Villenoisy
Jim Collier
Carley Finn
Jo Daly
Sue Tiller
Mark Wigley
Helen Zimmerman
P Member
Edward Olivier
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14 - 17 Apr 2017

Sassafras to Nerriga

Caro Ryan

Budawangs NP

Sensational weather for a southern Easter adventure with an enthusiastic and
entertaining group. My first time back to this neck of the woods in 23 years and
I'm amazed at how much I don't recognise myself or the landforms. I have no
memory of the lovely walk from The Vines to Hidden Valley or the scramble up
to the Bora Ground. Truly magical and deeply spiritual places all around. Alas,
it would appear that the Dark Brothers had a plan for me and the party this
weekend and it wasn't to revisit places from my past. It would also appear that
the cave isn't where the maps say it is! Without disappointment, I decided to go
with plan B which saw us camp in a cosy saddle opposite DBC, with awesome
views from the rock scramgly pagoda to the south. The great team work saw us
all take turns for route finding across the top of Quiltys through the hakea and
banksia scrub, aiming for the treasure that is the rock platforms. It was great
to see that the Bora Ground is still as impressive as ever, with a quiet reverence about the place. After a couple of times of cliffing out at the top of Binnari
Pass, we found the correct route to the spot where it all started to look familiar
again, thanks to Melinda's great walk in 2016. Down, down, down towards the
Endrick River and the lovely cascades. With sun going down, the party agreed
with plan D of pushing on to Quiltys Clearing, rather than the camp cave under
Quiltys, to put us ahead for the return leg home. By the time we scrambled
up the other side of the river, head torches were emerging, but I pushed on,
trusting my night vision and internal compass. All things worked well for the
first 200m until I "magically" managed to do a 240degree turn without realising it. There's nothing like a group of SBW-ers to keep you humble. I owned
up and we found a great grassy spot to bed down for the night at the edges of
Quiltys clearing. In the morning, it was then quite satisfying to find all but one
of the party point in the complete opposite direction to where they thought the
river was. Turns out the magic of the Budawangs had weaved itself into all our
minds and hearts. Massive shoutout to Dorothy who proved herself to be quite
a navigation weapon after some instruction on day 2. Thankfully, my navigational challenges didn't extend to finding the Nerriga pub where we all enjoyed
a feed before hitting the Easter traffic home. Thanks all for a great weekend.

John Currie
Anne-Marie Cooper
Bill Raffle
Murray Henwood
Margot Bull
Jose Correa
Cathie Goss

14 - 17 Apr 2017

Damon de Costa

Colo Lilo Long Weekend

Wollemi NP

Trip went as planned though an early near-miss of possible pack-loss off a rock
ledge descending to the Colo, could have caused problems; possible cancellation. Rivers levels all-round were high; making liloing easier. Relaxing with
leisurely mornings on all days with exploration of surrounding areas before departing down the river after lunch. The Easter Bunny made a mysterious early
morning appearance and after re-kindling our fire left some treats for all that
were much appreciated. Easter this year being later and cooler temperatures
had the water colder than previous Easter (Paul Barton Trip 2016). On the
Sunday a rescue helicopter (looking for someone else!) made a spectacular appearance and 360° manoeuver above us. Our final camp downstream of Pass 7
was a little soured by previous people in the area that had needlessly cut down
'green' shrubs to make shelter stakes and we had found their fire still warm.
We 'cleaned' their mess and had our final night on the Colo. The ascent to the
cars was only problematic near the vague track approaching the Culoul Firetrail with some troublesome stinging nettles to negotiate... best of all; NO long
weekend traffic to contend with on the return journey.... fun was had by ALL.
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P Member
Dorothy Jakab

Michael Floyd
Gilda Floyd
Joan Chan
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14 - 17 Apr 2017

Warrumbungle Walkabout

Warrumbungle NP

Had a great walk with great views and company.

15 Apr 2017

Wild Dogs

Glenn Draper
Melinda Turner
Paul Barton
Tim Hager
Alexa Bullen
Jodie Dixon
Martyne Preston

Blue Mountains NP

A beautiful Easter Day. The views were fantastic and everyone enjoyed the
walk.

Angela Barton
Michael Barton
Stephen Dolphin
Margaret St Hill
Skye O'Donnell
Melanie Freer
P Members
Alexander Michie
Mark Thieben
Gary Pogson

16 Apr 2017

Bungonia Canyoning

Bungonia National Park

James Swinton

Beautiful weather this Autumn we descended Jerrara Creek. We walked from
Bungonia Campsite along the yellow track to Jerrara Creek and descended its
various drops. Of interest the second drop has now stainless steel anchors on
the extreme right side rather than the huge tree used last time to descend the
long slope. The last drop down to Bungonia Creek was on the bolts and slings
that have been placed below chain anchor at the top of the slope. The old tree
to the right is no longer necessary to descend. The second last pitch requires a
30m rope. The last pitch is minimum 60m rope to get to the last rock terrace
before the pool. The rapid climb back up to the yellow track is almost a track
in places.

Alan Osland
Catherine Omal

16 Apr 2017

Tim Sutherland

Wild Dog Circuit

Blue Mountains NP

A good day in the mountains with 2 big climbs to warm up for winter.
The leader managed to miss the take-off to Knights Pup by one creek, adding
30 minutes - all part of the rich tapestry of life!
Otherwise, no dramas
16 km, 1300 CUS

Owen Kimberley
Huw ap Rees
James Blair
Penny Pang
Kin Lee
P Members
Sarah Binks
Dinesh Anora

17 Apr 2017

Cowan to Mt Kuring Gai

Berowra Valley NP

Good turnout for the last day of a long weekend, lots of climbs between Cowan
& Berowra - group decision to cut the walk short at Berowra instead of pushing
on to Mt Kuring Gai.
The weather was a little warmer than predicted.
One unfortunate hiccup with a flat battery and a long wait for roadside assistance at the end of the day.

Susan Healey
Brian Tomney
Nancy Lloyd
Lisa Ochs
Philip Worledge
Nigel Wingate
Tracy Edwards
Misako Sugiyama
P Member
Alison Richardson
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17 Apr 2017

Kedumba Valley

Angela Barton

Blue Mountains NP

Beautiful Easter weather, great company and fantastic views. What more could
you want for a walk? Everyone walked well, most ate the chocolate and we
finished at 3.30.

Chris Dowling
Lisa Sheldon
Angela Beveridge
Virginia Waller
Janina Szyndler
Scott Lee
Michael Barton
P Members
Heran Kim
Alexander Michie
Joyce Choucair
Christian Binting
Dianne Hester
Visitors
George Sigamoney
Brendan Quirk

19 Apr 2017

Wentworth Falls Circuit

Robyn Christie

Blue Mountains NP

Earlier train and fast walk to the Conservation Hut meant heading off from
there by 9.00am. Another glorious day - when we had a quick stop at Edinburgh Castle Rock there was some low cloud still lying over the end of Kings
Tableland.

Virginia Waller
Nicola Le Couteur

Morning Tea at 10.30am at Gladstone Lookout with brilliant views to Mt Solitary, and Narrow Neck. A quick visit to Moya Point to give an idea of the route
we were taking.

Alex Michie
Joyce Choucair
Charles Dunn
Frank Tamas

Roberts Pass was at its best with mud, hard to find track, rainforests on one
side of the cliff - turning into dry sclerophyll forest around the next bend.
Lunch at the top of Vera Falls was as spectacular as usual looking onto the
magnificent Kedumba Walls. A quick trip out to the base of Vera Falls after
lunch had us finding two young Asian men who had no idea where they were!
Not sure what would have happened to them if we hadn't come along - they
couldn't even remember which way they had come and had no map! They were
very pleased to join us.
The track up to the base of Wentworth Falls was scrambly and fun, hands being required in areas to pull ourselves up where the track had degraded. The
waterfalls and cascades along the way were impressive with the recent rain.
The sun stayed hidden for most of the steps to the top of Wentworth Falls
(which was great - not so hot) and then a quick trip along Darwins Walk had us
back for a coffee before catching the 3.54pm train home.
20 Apr 2017

Little Capertee Creek - Canobla Creek

P Members

Visitor
Steven Sim (Bush
Club)
Trevor Giblin (Bush
Club)
Margaret Mohandas
(Bush Club)
Warren Southey
(Bush Club)
Bob Seibright (Bush
Club)

Yuri Bolotin

Wollemi NP

Ravines and Ridges between Little Capertee Creek and Canobla Creek – Part 2.

Daryl Watson
Ian Starkey

Help needed
Remember to please give leaders plenty of notice if you need to pull out of a walk, so that other members can have the opportunity to take your place.
We continually need to expand our pool of leaders, so if you haven’t put on a walk before, think about
what you might put on the Spring Program. Maybe you have a favourite walk near Sydney that you are
familiar with? Just one walk is all we are looking for.
16
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22 - 24 Apr 2017 Wild Dogs circumnavigation Blue Mountains NP, KanangraBoyd NP
We completed this epic and daunting three day circuit with the GPS showing
48km and 2900m up and down. It was a true test of stamina and mental application which the group passed with flying colours.
On Saturday, we breezed round through Mobbs for lunch on Mt Yellow Dog and
got across the Coxs and Kanangra Creek by 3.30 ready for the monster climb.
Loaded with overnight packs and 6 liters of water to last 24 hours, we set a
steady pace with frequent short stops. Darkness overtook us after Mt Konangaroo and we worked our way up the two big scree slopes onto Mt Bullagowar
using Don Finch's navigation advice. Tilting the headtorch back and looking
side to side to identify the nose of the ridge ahead, then back down to see the
best place for the next step – “Stay on the Nose”. Both Margot and Bruno did
long stints at the front as the leader was flagging.

Huw ap Rees
Frances Bottrell
Margot Bull
Mark Wigley
Margaret St Hill
Bruno de Villenoisy
Sue Tiller

We surprised three campers on Mt Bullagowar before heading up the nasty
scree slope to the top, where we did a few horrible circles inside the shitus
gouougangi before popping out into the clearing - at about 12.30am!
On Sunday, we were on our way at 7:15 am on a fantastic sunny day. After a
brief stop at the Mt Gouougang cairn we swiftly located Hawks Fell and headed
for Mt Queahgong. Despite grid references from Melinda Turner and John Currie
to spot the plane crash site we were not game to go down the side of the steep
slope after the big night climb. The Krungle Bungles descent was a deserved
treat after the effort of the night climb and we made good time all day. Numerous blind ridges and tricky little navigation puzzles were all solved by pooling
experience and different bits of equipment. Bruno led the last section down to
Scrubbers Saddle and down the scree to the Coxs by 3.30. The little walk along
the Coxs round Wallaroo Point to Jenolan River seemed to take for ever and
everyone was very happy to be in camp around 4.30.
On Monday we were up, over the Coxs and finished our feet taping by 8.00am
to climb Goolara Peak. We got back into 'Gouougang Mode' to get up the first
100m of scree and reached the top at 10:30 with amazing views back down
onto the Coxs, and across to the Krungle Bungle Ridge from the previous day.
The last two climbs to bag Tinpot Mountain and Ironpot left us with the lovely
ridge walk back to Dunphys, feeling exhausted but very self satisfied, in time
for a late lunch back at Blackheath.
The 9 hour 1124m Night Climb up Mt Gouougang will not be forgotten - and
may cause nightmares!
22 Apr 2017

Perrys Yo-Yo

Blue Mountains NP

This was a big group with varying fitness and aspirations, but we all managed
to achieve our aims and finish intact by 4pm.
The late morning climb up Du Faur track in warm conditions was taxing, but a
windless lunch on Lockleys Pylon was the reward.

Tim Sutherland
Chris Dowling
John Kennett
Tony Crichton
Rosemary McDonald
Mike Arnott
Skye O’Donnell
Karen Kool
Richard Darke
Penny Pang
Wayne Gardner
P Members
Joe Mackenzie
Kavita Joshi
Dorothy Jakob
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22 Apr 2017

Heathcote to Engadine via Audley

Jo Daly

Royal NP

Good weather. Great group. Early finish. No dramas.

Karen Brading
Richard Brading
Stephen Dolphin
Nigel Wingate
P Members
Ghada El-Ghoul
Rita Riccio
Andrew Horton
Tom MacDonald

23 Apr 2017

Minnehaha to Govetts Leap

John Michaelis

Blue Mountains NP

Began with a car shuttle.

Robyn Christie
Joanne Armstrong
Ingrid Radford

Weather fine.
Short excursion to view Minnehaha falls cancelled because track closed.

P Members
Lachlan Wheeler
Ismail Avaalos
Lauren Russel
David Bartnik
Wilhelmina Von
Buellen

23 Apr 2017

Nattai River

Paul Barton

Nattai NP

All prospectives walked well. They all have lots of previous walking experience
and I commend them to the leader of any other walks they may wish to attend.
A top day out with a lovely group of people. This walk passes through varied
terrain with 3 expansive lookouts. Jo found the plaque at Ahearns Lookout
which was something I hadn't seen before. There is a great campsite at Macarthur's Flat.
Wattle Ridge Car Park is closer to central Sydney than Katoomba and it is an
easier drive. Nattai NP is less frequented than other National Parks but it has
many treasures if you know where to look or are willing to explore.
Now is a great time to walk the various waterways as floods in the past few
years have swept away a lot of the scrub. There is some flood debris which
inhibits progrees at times. Robert Sloss from Southern Highlands Bushwalking
Club has written numerous guides which I have used to increase my knowledge
of the region. Get out there.
Photo: Stanley Wong
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Jo Daly
Tim Yewdall
Stanley Wong
Nicola Le Couteur
David Angell
Suzanne Gapps
Angela Barton
Mike Barton
Alexa Bullen
P Members
Anthony Powell
Kavita Joshi
Alex Alperovich
Willem Knopper
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23 Apr 2017

Refuge Bay

Ku-ring-gai Chase NP

We started the day by walking to the highest point in the park, Willunga for the
views. We then walked down the Topham track to a morning tea view of Refuge
Bay followed by the real start of the walk by going off track down a gully and
through a few small cliff lines till we hit the shoreline of Refuge Bay and hundreds of blue solider crabs marching across the sand flats in tight formation.
A bit of rockhopping brought us to Refuge Beach for lunch and the glorious
waterfall. Being a warm Sunday there were a lot of people on the beach. This is
where "Z Force" commandos left on their sturdy boat "The Krait" to bomb the
Japanese shipping in Singapore Harbour. The story happened to be on Australan Story on the ABC a day later.
From the beach, we caught a water taxi around to America Bay where we located the track to the top past the swimming holes and the views up Cowan Creek.
The weather was great and late season swimming was in order. We passed a
small Death Adder snake on the way up the hill and had a mutual agreement
not to disturb one another.

Roger Treagus
Susan Prescott
Melinda Long
Misako Sugiyama
Pamela Irving
John Pozniak
Linda Mallett
Peter Davidson
Catherine Huare
Jan McLean
P Members
Ann Macarthur
Terry O'Brian
David Mollison
Visitors
Lisa DuMeur (NPA)
Greg Layman (NPA)
Ann Sharpe (NPA)
Peter Tzivela (NPA)
Alison Winn (NPA)

24 - 28 Apr 2017

Bill Holland

Midweek at Myall Lakes

April our group stayed at Cutlers Cottage at Myall Lakes. Fran and I shared the
weekend with some family members and the bushwalkers joined us on Monday.
There were six in the house, two slept in cars and three camped. The weather
was fine from Saturday through to Wednesday when some rain set in just as
we were settling in around our campfire. Thursday however was fine but cool
and very suitable for walking

Fran Holland
John Poleson
Jim Percy
Phil Hayes
Robyn O'Bryan
Patrick James
Barrie Murdoch
Visitor
Lynne Poleson

25 Apr 2017

Anzac Day the Quick Way!

Blue Mountains NP

See article above

25 Apr 2017

Tom Brennan
Jon Bell
Alan Osland
Clive Roberts
Bill Pixton
Peter Bruce
Liz Youman

Night Paddle Berowra Waters

Ku-ring-gai Chase NP

Rain in the afternoon gave way to a magic night on the water, quiet and calm.
Paddled on a high tide to the very upper reaches of a mangrove creek, where
the combination of no moon and minimal Sydney glow allowed a remarkable
view of the Milky Way only 30kms or so from the CBD. Some dinoflagellates in
the water gave a modest fluorescent display but unfortunately not enough to
get us really excited.

John Kennett
Dave Hartner

Walk updates
Don’t forget to check the Short Notice Activities bulletin for any amendments to the quaterly program
such as changes in walk dates.
Many walks that go into the walks program are planned weeks or months ahead and unforeseen
circumstances can arise in the meantime affecting walk details and dates.
2017 May SBW Magazine
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25 Apr 2017

Jamison Valley

Angela Barton

Blue Mountains NP

It's a good idea for the leader to read the route they submitted (starting/finishing place) before arranging the meeting details. We went from Furber Steps
instead of the Golden Stairs!!! A slightly longer walk but very enjoyably. A few
leeches and the predicted rain held off. An enjoyable day.

Petros Nikoloudis
Michelle Rose
Tracey Avolio
Margaret St Hill
Karen Brading
Alexa Bullin
Richard Brading
Virginia Waller
P Members
Joyce Choucair
Melanie Brading
Amanda Bray
Sue Barr

29 Apr 2017

Topham and Willunga trigs

Geoff Goodyer

Ku-ring-gai Chase NP

There are often unexpected little things that add to the experience. Like seeing first a sea eagle and later a wedgetail eagle gliding on the currents above
Refuge Bay. Or discovering that high tide meant a little wading was required. Or
seeing 5 topless chums make a sweaty arrival at Willunga trig (good thing they
didn't take our prickly, scratchy route up there). Brilliant sunshine and cool
weather enhanced a walk punctuated by great views, interesting aboriginal
sites and occasional trig hugging. Congrats to the prospectives on completing
the walk.

Genevieve Savill
John Kennett
Alan Osland

29 Apr 2017

Angela Barton

Leura

Blue Mountains NP

A beautiful day and perfect for taking photos. Everyone walked well and our
"Italian Charlie" did a fantastic job of keeping us in line and moving to our next
view point. Photo by David Angell

P Members
Maxim Silaev
Amy Wiggett
Nicci Riley

Skye O'Donnell
Denise Woodcock
Mike Barton
Tim Yewdall
Dan Dan
David Angell
Suzanne Gapp
Cathy Hoare
Geoff Colman
P Members
Ghada El-Ghoul
Alison Richardson
Kavita Joshi
Colette Batha
Sarah Homewood

29 - 30 Apr 2017

Shoalhaven River and Bungonia

Melinda Turner

Morton NP

Beautiful weather for this fun trip along the Shoalhaven. Camped at a 4 star
campsite downstream from Long Point. Lots of adventure scrambling through
the massive boulder field of the ever spectacular Bungonia Gorge.

Stephen Dolphin
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29 - 30 Apr 2017

Russells Needle

Nattai NP

Mittagong-Wombeyan Caves Rd- Soap Flat Rd - Drive 3.2 km-turn right onto
unnamed firetrail at Mittagong Map 56H KG 565 910 WGS 84. Park car where
ever you like (after 300m for us). Started walking 8am. Follow trail north
(tagged with ribbons). Leader got navigationally embarrassed when taking one
of many side tracks here but recovered situation in a couple of minutes. When
the ridge narrows and gets steeper downhill [566 920], it becomes a walking
trail (still tagged with ribbons). Follow this foot trail down into tributary of Jellore Ck. Cross tributary and proceed up to knoll [566 926] where you should
turn left (west) and follow track to fire trail junction [565 928]. Turn right
(north) at junction and follow this fire trail up onto ridge before Mt Jellore. At
[977534] you'll find the beginning of a tagged trail, heading north onto the
spur (that has been air blown clear by RFS in preparation for a fuel reduction
burn). Cross the other tributary of Jellore Ck at [575942]. The 2nd edition Hill
Top Map has some useful information to assist you when skirting the private
property. Get yourself up to [579 951].

Paul Barton
Sue Bucknell
Rob Schroettner
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Ed Squires
Margaret St Hill
P Members
Willem Knopper

From there, follow the fire trail to the helipad [601966] and along the spine of
ridge to Russells Needle. This spine has easy route finding, simple scrambling
and a few unnecessary cairns. We arrived at Russells Needle at 1pm. Only Willem stood on The Needle but everyone else stood only 10 metres horizontally
and 1metre lower than highest point. Rob showed us a simple way to get to
this point. It involves no exposure to heights. If you were shown this route you
would wonder about what all the fuss is regarding how dangerous it is to get
to Russells Needle. The only hairy bit is standing on top of the highest point.
Have a look at how cracked the rock is before standing on top. A competent
and experienced walker/scrambler can safely get to this point 10 metres from
the top. The views from here are fantastic.
Had long lunch, enjoying glorious views on the still, clear blue sky day. Left at
2:15pm. Walked back south approx 150m. Rob and Willem found a cairn that
marks the route (on eastern side) down to base of cliffs (5 -10m descent). Then
they carefully and slowly led us north along base of cliffs (occasionally we saw
cairns) till we passed end of cliffs. Then, keeping slightly right of nose we followed the ridge, north and steeply down, to the Nattai River/dry gully junction
just upstream of Nattai River/Needle Ck junction. Picked up beautiful water
from Needle Ck then proceeded down river till we camped on sandy river bank
that we'd spied from The Needle. Next day we kept on true left of Nattai River
till just past Nattai River/Rocky Water holes Ck junction. At [593 003] we found
Slott Way and followed it up to join Ahearns Lookout Track and then back to
Wattle Ridge Car Park.
Photos by Willem Knopper
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30 Apr 2017

Another Grose Valley Double Yoyo

Peter Cai

Blue Mountains NP

Sunday in Blue Mountains NP with temperature in the range of 3-16 degree
Celsus, was a perfect day for bushwalking. Fifteen of us (twelve full and two
prospective members and one visitor) made a good party. We started walk at
8:15am at Pierces Pass Picnic Area, reached Grose River at 9:10am and had
the first morning tea for 10 minutes, arrived at Burra Koran Flat at 10:20am
and had the second morning tea for 15 minutes. We arrived at the bottom of
Victoria Falls at about 11:10am and then reached to Victoria Falls Lookout at
12:05pm. We had 30 minutes lunch break there. After lunch we descended
to Sliver Cascades (over upper Victoria Falls) and had 20 minutes break for
“swimming”, and then walked toward upper Victoria Falls for 10 minutes break.
After then we walked back along the track, crossed Grose River and had 15
minutes break prior to climbing Pierces Pass. All of us arrived at Pierces Pass
Picnic Area at before 5:00pm with smile on our face. Two prospective members
completed walk very well. Thanks all of you for great company.
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